i QLo (ol g\ [WIPVCRW ST

10,5 aSU yletol (wd aoboo ol

7

90192 30,k
St el
ol

[ran exports non-oil goods worth
§2.2D to Pakistan in 11 monthsn

Isfiahan Refinery hoosts gasoline
production by 2m liters
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How to Increase
the Absorption of Iron
from Foods
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Major contracts
signed in Iran’s oil,
gas industry in a
year

Iran’s Qil Ministry subsidiaries
recorded a strong performance in
the previous Iranian calendar year
(ended on March 20) by signing
notable medium- and large-scale
contracts, marking a significant
step toward expanding the coun-
try’s hydrocarbon industry.
According to the Oil Ministry, cit-
ing data from the national contract
database, the ministry signed 16
medium-scale and seven large-
scale contracts in the previous
year. In total, its subsidiaries
registered 8,324 medium-scale
contracts and 4,180 large-scale
contracts, highlighting extensive
activity in the sector.

The National Iranian Qil Company
(N1OC) led the sector with 4,213
medium-scale and 1,273 large-
scale contracts, playing a key role
in oil exploration, production, and
exports.

The National Iranian Gas Com-
pany (NIGC) registered 3,323
medium-scale and 2,048 large-
scale contracts, strengthening gas
infrastructure and reinforcing its
position in ensuring stable energy
supplies.

The National Iranian Qil Refin-
ing and Distribution Company
(NIORDC) signed 704 medi-
um-scale and 807 large-scale
contracts, contributing to the im-
provement of the petroleum prod-
uct supply chain and boosting
refining capacity.

Meanwhile, the National Petro-
chemical Company (NPC) finalized
68 medium-scale and 45 large-
scale contracts, taking significant
steps in petrochemical industry
development and enhancing the
value-added potential of hydro-
carbon products.

The Qil Ministry stated that these
agreements aim to optimize pro-
duction, reduce reliance on for-
eign resources, and bolster the
national economy. Analysts view
this progress as evidence of do-
mestic companies’ strong ca-
pabilities in managing large and
mid-scale projects, laying the
groundwork for further oil and
gas sector growth in the coming
years.

China to take coun-
termeasures against
U.S. ‘reciprocal
tariffs’

China firmly opposes the U.S.
“reciprocal tariffs” and will reso-
lutely adopt countermeasures to
safeguard its rights and interests,
a spokesperson for the Ministry of
Commerce said on Thursday.
China firmly opposes the U.S.
“reciprocal tariffs” and will reso-
lutely adopt countermeasures to
safeguard its rights and interests,
a spokesperson for the Ministry of
Commerce said on Thursday.
The comments came after the
United States announced on
Wednesday that it would impose
“reciprocal tariffs” on its trading
partners.

History shows that increasing
tariffs cannot solve the United
States’ own problems. It harms
U.S. interests and endangers
global economic development
as well as industrial and supply
chain stability, according to the
spokesperson.

“There is no winner in a trade
war, and protectionism leads no-
where,” the spokesperson said.
China urges the United States to
immediately cancel its unilateral
tariff measures and properly re-
solve differences with its trading
partners through equal dialogue,
the spokesperson said.
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[ran, Turkmenistan agree to lamch pilot passenger traim service

Iran and Turkmenistan have
reached an agreement to
launch a pilot passenger train
service and increase rail freight
capacity to 400 wagons, Iran’s
transport minister said upon
returning from Ashgabat.
According to the Transport
and Urban Development Min-
istry, Minister Farzaneh Sadeq
provided details of her visit to
Turkmenistan, where she at-
tended the “Year of Peace and
Trust” conference and held
meetings with the country’s
foreign minister and transport
minister.

She said the two sides agreed
to expand exports and imports

via rail, with plans to raise the
number of freight wagons to
400. Currently, fewer than 200
wagons are in operation on
rail routes between the two
countries. Sadeq noted that
discussions were held to ex-
pedite the increase in wagon
numbers and boost freight vol-
ume as part of the agreements
reached.

During the trip of the Iranian
minister to Turkmenistan, of-
ficials from the two countries
discussed the expansion of
relations in different economic
and transport areas.

In a meeting between Sadeq
and Turkmenistan’s Foreign

Reza Mahzunieh
Marzie Rabiei

Hoora Building,

Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad

[=]:5,

Abad Square, Isfahan, Iran
031- 32274500

031-32274515

031-32274517, 32274518,
32274512, 32274505.

031-32274507,32274511
Samim

031-32274508

esfahan-news.com
30007232

Affairs Minister Rashit Mere-
dow, on March 28, the two
sides reviewed the roadmap
for economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries, the
portal of Iran’s Ministry of
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment reported.

The Iranian minister an-
nounced the hosting of the
next meeting of the two coun-
tries Joint Economic Commit-
tee in Tehran in the last week
of the next Iranian calendar
month (mid-May) and dis-
cussed issues related to trans-
portation cooperation and the
export of technical and engi-
neering services.

Issues related to energy, elec-
tricity, and gas were also dis-
cussed by the officials of the
two countries.

There were also talks to further
enhance collaboration in tran-
sit corridors, rail, road, and
other transport areas in Turk-
menistan.

The officials of both countries
explored multiple opportuni-
ties for cooperation in all are-
as of the economy and com-
merce, and the timetable for
the joint economic committee
meeting was determined dur-
ing the meeting.

It is noteworthy that, based on
the decisions made, the joint
economic committee meeting
of the two countries is sched-
uled to be hosted in Tehran
in mid-May, during which the
roadmap for transportation co-
operation, the roadmap for the
development of technical and
engineering  collaborations,
as well as the cooperation
roadmap in the energy sector
between the two countries will
be reviewed, and agreements
will be reached between the
two sides.

Efforts will also be made in
these meetings to sign new
cooperation documents along-
side the economic committee
agreements on the mentioned
areas.

The Iranian minister also met
Turkmenistan’s transport and
communication minister and

discussed with him reducing
road tolls, facilitating traffic
flow, and the roadmap for
cooperation between the two
countries in the fields of roads,

railways, and establishing
mixed transportation infra-
structures.

The two sides also discussed
transit cooperation and the
development of transportation
corridors between the two
countries.

Cooperation between the two
countries in the TRACECA
program was another topic
discussed by the officials from
both sides.

Additionally, the officials de-
liberated on various regional
transit initiatives and reviewed
the roadmap for cooperation
to transfer 20 million tons of
transit cargo, increase railway
capacity in all sectors, and
create mixed transportation
infrastructures through Lot-
fabad.

Discussions were also held
about reducing road trans-
portation tolls and facilitating
road traffic between the two
countries.

Another topic explored dur-
ing this visit was the estab-
lishment of passenger flights
between the cities of the two
countries and the increase in
the number of flights. Spe-
cialized topics and concerns
in this regard were shared and
discussed.

[ran exports non-oil goods worth $2.2b to Pakistan i 11 months

Iran exported non-oil commodities valued at $2.2 bil-
lion to Pakistan during the 11-month period from March
20, 2024 to February 18, 2025, the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA) an-
nounced.

Foroud Asgari said that Pakistan was Iran’s sixth top
export destination in the mentioned 11-month period.
Speakers at a seminar on the future of Iran-Pakistan re-
lations and regional connectivity emphasized the need
for constructive dialogue between officials from both
countries to navigate administrative and logistical com-
plexities. They stressed that securing mutual benefits
and improving the well-being of the Iranian and Paki-
stani people require strong political will and reciprocal
practical measures.

The seminar, titled “Iran-Pakistan Relations: Trade
Outlook and Strengthening Connectivity,” was held on
March 1 with the participation of the Iranian Embassy
and hosted by the Institute of Strategic Studies Islam-
abad (ISSI).

The event brought together prominent experts from
Pakistan’s diplomatic, media, economic, and political
spheres, along with several foreign diplomats.

Among the keynote speakers were Iran’s Ambassador
to Pakistan Reza Amiri Moghadam, Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to Tehran Muhammad Mudassir Tipu, ISSI Chair-
man Sohail Mahmood, and former Pakistani Ambassa-
dor to Iran Riffat Masood.

They underscored the $10 billion trade target and key
energy projects as crucial steps toward strengthening
bilateral relations.

Acknowledging the challenges hindering smooth trade
between the two nations—stemming from administra-
tive complexities, logistical barriers, and regional and
global developments—speakers emphasized that struc-
tured engagement, fostering trust, and mutual respect
form the foundation for a resilient and adaptable part-
nership between Tehran and Islamabad.

Pakistani experts highlighted the importance of enhanc-
ing border security, building mutual trust, and advanc-
ing projects such as linking the Gwadar and Chabahar
ports and collaborating on the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) to unlock greater trade potential.

Addressing the seminar, Iran’s Ambassador to Pakistan
Reza Amiri Moghadam stated that trade and connec-
tivity are two fundamental pillars of both global and
domestic economies, significantly influencing each
other. Reliable and secure transportation, he noted, is
a facilitator of sustainable trade, making investment in
transit corridors both essential and highly beneficial for
investors.

“In today’s rapidly evolving landscape, the internation-
al community faces two new concepts: tariff wars and
corridor wars, both targeting key economic pillars,” he
said. “Tariff wars, aimed at disrupting supply chains and
obstructing trade among Global South nations, threaten
international trade and the livelihoods of millions. Mean-

while, corridor wars—through the creation of compet-
ing routes, destructive rivalries, economic terrorism,
insecurity, and instability—are designed to sustain uni-
lateralism and hinder sustainable development goals.”
Amiri Moghadam highlighted the strategic geographic
position of Iran and Pakistan, which play a vital role in
connecting the vast networks of Asian and European
countries. He stressed that developing transportation
infrastructure and strengthening bilateral connectivity
would facilitate broader regional interactions.

“With their transit capacities, diverse production sec-
tors, and complementary economies, Iran and Pakistan
can enhance their bilateral supply chains as well as
those with other countries,” he added. “Iran serves as
the gateway to Eurasia and the Caucasus, while Paki-
stan is the entry point to South and Southeast Asia. This
unique positioning distinguishes the two countries from
their other neighbors.”

The Iranian envoy further noted that the two nations
share a 1,000-kilometer land and maritime border,
with markets and border crossings fostering interde-
pendence. The Rimdan-Gabd and Pishin-Mand border
crossings have been activated to ease trade and facili-
tate smoother movement, while plans for additional bor-
der terminals and marketplaces are underway. However,
he pointed out that bureaucratic and logistical hurdles
remain, requiring joint efforts to address.

“Iran’s Chabahar Port and Pakistan’s Gwadar and Ka-
rachi ports hold immense potential for strengthening
economic linkages between the two nations and the
broader region,” Amiri Moghadam said. “Strategic and
geopolitical concerns from certain external actors have
led to misleading narratives portraying these ports as
rivals, whereas, in reality, they are complementary ac-
cording to all economic, geological, and strategic indi-
cators.”

He reaffirmed Iran’s support for any initiative that fos-
ters regional integration, strengthens bonds of peace
and friendship among nations, and promotes economic
prosperity. “Iran has consistently welcomed China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) and related projects in line with
this policy and is prepared to actively participate,” he ad
Amiri Moghadam highlighted ongoing efforts to enhance
transit routes, including the Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul
(IT1) freight train, as well as port cooperation and infra-
structure development for East-West and North-South
corridors. “These initiatives hold immense strategic and
economic significance for both countries,” he said.
Under the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO)
framework, the ITI freight train is currently operational,
offering significant opportunities for Iran and Pakistan
to expand transit and transport collaboration through
these corridors. He also pointed to the near-term com-
pletion of Iran’s railway link to Herat in Afghanistan and
the Rasht-Astara railway connection, which are expect-
ed to transform transit in the region.

Despite a post-pandemic recovery in bilateral trade

volume, Amiri Moghadam noted that current trade lev-
els remain below potential. “Senior officials from both
countries have set a $10 billion trade target, and achiev-
ing this goal requires intensified efforts,” he stated.

He emphasized that the Iranian and Pakistani markets
are complementary rather than competitive. “Pakistan’s
economy is driven by its textile and agricultural indus-
tries, while Iran’s economy is based on oil and semi-in-
dustrial production. Even in agriculture, the two coun-
tries are not competitors. Pakistan produces crops such
as corn, sugarcane, rice, tropical fruits, sesame, and
animal fodder, while it relies on Iran for petroleum prod-
ucts, gas, and agricultural and industrial machinery.”
“If Pakistan needs energy, Iran has an abundance of it.
If Iran needs water management solutions, Pakistan
is a fertile land with vast agricultural and livestock re-
sources,” he explained. “These comparative advantages
and complementary sectors strengthen economic ties
between the two nations.”

With a combined population of over 340 million, Amiri
Moghadam stressed that Iran and Pakistan must take
concrete steps to fully harness their economic poten-
tial. “Strengthening ties with neighbors is a fundamental
policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and a key roadmap
for our government,” he stated.

Amiri Moghadam concluded by emphasizing the need
for further steps to enhance bilateral ties, including re-
solving bureaucratic barriers, expanding direct flights,
improving transport infrastructure, and launching lei-
sure cruise lines. “These measures will help strengthen
connectivity, expand trade, and drive economic growth
between the two nations,” he said.

n a meeting between Head of the Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
Samad Hassanzadeh and Pakistani Ambassador to Iran
Muhammad Mudassir Tipu in Tehran in late June 2024,
the officials stressed the need for Iran and Pakistan to
exercise barter trade and free trade to materialize a $10
billion trade target.

Also, during a meeting between Iran’s Industry, Mining,
and Trade Minister Mohammad Atabak and Pakistan’s
Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan in
mid-October 2024, the two sides discussed trade ties
between the two countries, with both agreeing that eco-
nomic exchanges should be promoted further.

The two ministers met in Pakistan’s capital Islamabad
on the sidelines of the 23rd meeting of the Council of
Heads of Government of the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO).

Atabak told IRNA that he and the Pakistani minister dis-
cussed trade ties between the two countries and agreed
to hold further talks in order to explore ways to remove
obstacles to the promotion of bilateral trade.
“Considering the historical and cultural commonalities
of the two countries, we should take advantage of the
strong potentials to expand trade exchanges between
Iran and Pakistan,” the minister stated.
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Energy Ministry
installs 4m smart
electricity meters

[ranian Energy Ministry has in-
stalled four million smart elec-
tricity meters across the coun-
try as part of a broader effort
to curb electricity consumption
among high-usage residential
and commercial consumers
ahead of peak summer de-
mand, a senior power official
said.

According to Iran’s Power Gen-
eration, Transmission, and Dis-
tribution Company (Tavanir),
Mohsen Zabihi, the company’s
deputy for distribution coordi-
nation, highlighted the urgent
need to address a significant
imbalance between power gen-
eration and consumption ex-
pected in the summer of 2025.
Speaking at a smart metering
meeting, he stressed the role of
power distribution companies
in managing this challenge.
Zabihi called on distribution
companies to ensure the nec-
essary equipment and settings
areinplace by June 4 to activate
consumption-limiting features
on smart meters for high-us-
age consumers. He noted that
utilizing smart meter restriction
capabilities, which have been
deployed since 2021, is among
the 36 key measures prioritized
by the Energy Ministry.

He also urged distribution
companies to accelerate plans
to replace 2.5 million residen-
tial and commercial meters,
prioritizing high-consumption
users.

“Consumers staying within the
designated usage thresholds
will not experience any restric-
tions, but those exceeding the
limits must reduce their con-
sumption,” Zabihi said.

Political agendas
behind Europe’s
support of UN
anti-Iran resolu-
tion: Iran foreign
ministry

Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokes-
man, Esmaeil Bagaei, has
called on European nations to
refrain from aligning with the
U.S. in imposing illegal sanc-
tions against the Iranian peo-
ple.

Bagaei took aim at several Eu-
ropean countries, particularly
Britain and Germany, accusing
them of manipulating human
rights frameworks to exert
pressure on developing na-
tions.

He condemned these nations
for leading an anti-Iran resolu-
tion at the United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council, labeling it
legally invalid. He argued that
the resolution was grounded
in malicious intent, unfounded
allegations, broad generaliza-
tions, and claims based on one
or a few reported violations, of-
ten sourced from anonymous
accounts.

The Iranian  spokesperson
pointed to the human rights
records of Britain, Germany,
France, Canada, and other res-
olution sponsors, particularly
concerning violations in West
Asia. He highlighted the ongo-
ing violence in Gaza, including
Israel’s actions in Syria and
Lebanon, and suggested these
countries were not in a position
to lecture others on human
rights.
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Pezeshkian talks
to MBS, says Iran
ready to allay
nuclear concerns
based on mutual
respect

Iranian  President  Masoud
Pezeshkian declared Tehran’s
readiness to address interna-
tional apprehensions over its
nuclear program “based on
mutual interests and respect”
during a phone call with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed hin
Salman (MBS) on Thursday.
The dialogue, framed by Eid
al-Fitr goodwill, highlighted a
shared commitment to regional
stability amid escalating U.S.
military threats and deepening
geopolitical fissures.

Opening the conversation,
Pezeshkian reiterated Iran’s
long-standing insistence on the
peaceful nature of its nuclear
program.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
has never sought war or con-
flict, and the non-peaceful use
of nuclear energy has no place
in our security and defense doc-
trine,” he asserted.

“We seek no war with any coun-
try, but will not hesitate to de-
fend ourselves. Our capabilities
in this regard are at the highest
level,” the president assert-
ed—a nod to Iran’s advanced
defense capabilities.
Pezeshkian described regional
stability as inseparable from
collective Islamic action, urg-
ing cooperation to halt “crimes
committed against some Mus-
lim peoples, including Pales-
tine.”

He also emphasized Iran’s
openness to a “full verification
mechanism” under the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), mirroring past transpar-
ency, and expressed willingness
to “alleviate tensions through
dialogue.”

MBS struck a conciliatory tone,
signaling Riyadh’s intent to me-
diate regional disputes.

“Iran and Saudi Arabia, along
with other regional countries,
can effectively help strengthen
stability and peace in the Mid-
dle East [West Asia],” he said,
adding that the Kingdom stands
ready to “deescalate tension
and insecurity.”

Since the landmark rapproche-
ment facilitated by China in
2023, Iran and Saudi Arabia
have fostered a renewed spirit
of cooperation, demonstrating
the power of dialogue to recon-
cile past differences.

Both nations have shown a
shared commitment to regional
stability by reopening embas-
sies and engaging in high-level
exchanges to address mutual
concerns.

Iran has consistently advocated
for peaceful collaboration, em-
phasizing Muslim unity and ad-
herence to international norms.
Meanwhile, ~ Saudi  Arabia,
aligned with its vision of pro-
moting security, has embraced
these overtures, reflecting a
pragmatic acknowledgment of
Iran’s regional role.

The leaders’ dialogue unfolded
against a backdrop of height-
ened U.S. military posturing.
Recent deployments include the
extended presence of the air-
craft carriers USS Truman and
USS Vinson in the Persian Gulf,
B-2 stealth bombers stationed
at Diego Garcia—a U.S. base
on British territory in the Indian
Ocean—and additional troops
mobilized across the region.
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TRACTOR TAKE
A STEP CLOSER

T0 WINNING
PGPL TITLE

Tractor football team defeated Estegh-
lal 2-1 to cement their place at top of
the 2024/25 Iran’s Persian Gulf Profes-
sional League (PGPL) on Friday.
Amirhossein Hosseinzadeh scored a
brace in the 23rd and 37th minute to
cancel out Shoja Khalilzadeh’s own
goal in the 12th minute.

Foolad and Gol Gohar shared the

spoils in a 1-1 draw in Ahvaz and Zob
Ahan suffered a 1-0 home loss against
Chadormalou in Isfahan.

On Saturday, Persepolis will host Es-
teghlal Khuzestan in Tehran, struggling
Havadar play Malavan, Kheybar face
Shams Azar in Khoramabad, Mes host
Nassaji in Rafsanjan and Aluminum
meet Sepahan in Arak.

How to Increase the
Absorption ol Iron
rom Koods

Source:

By:

Eating iron along with foods containing
certain vitamins and minerals, such as
vitamin G, vitamin A, and beta carotene,
may help you absorb more iron. Other
foods may hinder your iron absorption.
Iron is an essential mineral your body
needs to function properly.

Thus, it’s vitally important to consume
adequate amounts of it through your
daily diet.

Interestingly, the foods you eat influence
not only how much iron you consume
but also how well it's absorbed into your
body (1Trusted Source).

Once your body absorbs iron, it's used

as a building block for hemoglobin,
a protein found in red blood cells that
helps shuttle oxygen around your body.
Iron is also a component of myoglobin,
an oxygen storage protein found in your
muscles. This oxygen is used when you
use your muscles.

The recommended iron intake range is
7-18 milligrams (mg) per day for the
general population and up to 27 (mg)
for pregnant women (2Trusted Source).
Which foods contain it?

You may have heard that you can get
iron from red meat, but there are many
other foods that naturally contain iron.

In foods, iron is present in two forms:
heme and non-heme.

Sources of heme iron

Heme iron is found in animal foods that
contain hemoglobin, such as meat, fish,
and poultry.

Heme iron is the best form of iron, as
your body readily absorbs up to 40% of
it (Trusted Source3Trusted Source).
Good food sources of heme iron in-
clude:

* heef

e chicken

e veal

e fish such as halibut, haddock, perch,

pintas

salmon, or tuna

Red meat and organ meat like liver are
particularly good sources of iron.
Sources of non-heme iron

Non-heme iron primarily comes from
plant sources and is present in grains,
vegetables, and fortified foods.

In terms of its bioavailability, non-heme
iron is absorbed much less efficiently
than heme iron.

Good sources of non-heme iron include:
« fortified cereals, rice, wheat, and oats
e dark green leafy vegetables like spin-
ach and kale

* dried fruits like raisins and apricots

* beans like lentils and soybeans

Foods that help you absorb more iron
While not all dietary iron is absorbed
equally, some foods can enhance your
body’s ability to absorhb it.

Foods rich in vitamin C

Foods with vitamin A and heta-caro-
tene

Meat, fish, and poultry

Foods that may hinder iron absorption
Just as some foods can improve iron
absorption, others can hinder it.

Foods containing phytate

Calcium-rich foods

Foods containing polyphenols

National Iranian Qil Refining

head.

Speaking during a visit to the refinery on April 1, Mohammad Sade-
gh Azimifar said relentless efforts by refinery workers had enabled
the production boost, ensuring uninterrupted fuel supply for holiday

travelers, IRNA reported.

He emphasized the need for investment to achieve production goals
under current conditions, calling on managers to define multiple in-

and Distribution
(NIORDC) has increased gasoline production at the Isfahan re-
finery by two million liters per day, according to the company’s

Company

vestment models for key projects at the refinery.
Azimifar added that the rapid completion of the RHU project—de-
signed to refine fuel oil and produce low-sulfur fuel—would not only
reduce air pollution but also enhance profitability and curb unneces-
sary fuel import costs.
The NIORDC chief noted that funding for the RFCC and RHU projects
could be secured through the National Development Fund, foreign
financing, and corporate fund mergers. He also highlighted a for-
ty-one percent increase in liquid fuel deliveries to power plants in
2024 compared to the previous year.

Russia advocates diplomatic resolution to
US-Iran tenstons, warns agamst US military action

.

Russian officials have reiterated calls for
a political and diplomatic resolution to
the Iran nuclear issue, condemning mil-
itary threats amid heightened tensions
between Tehran and Washington.
Dmitry Peskov, spokesperson for Rus-
sian President Viadimir Putin, stated on
Friday that Moscow firmly believes the
nuclear issue “must be resolved exclu-
sively through political and diplomatic
tools.”

He emphasized that Russia views Iran
as a strategic partner, noting, “All parties
involved in the Iran situation must ex-
ercise restraint and focus on diplomatic
efforts.”

Peskov’s remarks came in response to
questions about recent U.S. military co-

ercive measures against Iran, which Rus-
sian officials have consistently opposed.
On Thursday, Russia’s Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova warned
that military action against Iran’s nucle-
ar infrastructure would have “inevitable,
large-scale, and irreversible radiological
and humanitarian consequences for the
entire Middle East [West Asia] and the
world.”

She reiterated Moscow’s stance that
threats from abroad, including po-
tential bombings, are “unacceptable,”
stressing Russia’s commitment to
“sustainable negotiated solutions” that
address Western “prejudices and mis-
understandings” about Iran’s nuclear
program. Zakharova also affirmed Rus-

sia’s recognition of Iran’s “legitimate in-
terests” in peaceful atomic energy under
the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
Additionally, Russia’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov condemned
U.S. President Donald Trump’s recent
“ultimatums” against Iran, calling them
a “tactic to impose Washington’s will on
Tehran.”

In a recent interview, Ryabkov urged
both sides to engage in rational dialogue
before it is “too late,” stating, “We must
double our efforts to achieve an agree-
ment based on logic.”

He warned that Trump’s approach risks
further destabilizing the region, echoing
broader Russian critiques of U.S. unilat-
eralism.

Tehran condemns
UNHRC resolution as
politically motivated
and discriminatory

Iran’s ambassador to the United
Nations Office in Geneva, Ali Bah-
raini, has sharply criticized the Unit-
ed Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) for adopting a politically
driven and discriminatory resolution
against Iran.

Speaking during the Council's 58th
regular session on Thursday, Bahraini
condemned the approval of the reso-
lution — identified as A/HRC/58/L.20/
Rev.1 — which passed with 24 votes
in favor, eight against, and 15 absten-
tions.

“The adoption of such a resolution is
a clear misuse of this platform, one
that not only undermines the Coun-
cil’s efficiency but also diverts its
valuable resources from real crises,”
Bahraini told delegates.

The Iranian envoy accused the West-
ern states that sponsored the resolu-
tion, particularly the United Kingdom
and Germany, of double standards
and political manipulation. He assert-
ed that these nations should be held
responsible for their oppression of
the Iranian people and their broader
role in perpetuating global injustice.
Bahraini went on to denounce the res-
olution’s extension of the mandates
for both the UN Special Rapporteur
on human rights in Iran and the on-

going Fact-Finding Mission. These
mandates are tasked with investigat-
ing what the UN describes as “serious
and ongoing human rights violations”
within the country.

“There is a glaring lack of propor-
tionality between the claims made in
the resolution and the actual human
rights situation in Iran,” he said, la-
beling the document as deceptive
and part of a broader campaign to
discredit Iran.

Rather than focusing on Iran, Bah-
raini urged the Council to redirect its
attention to the dire and catastrophic
human rights conditions in the Israe-
li-occupied Palestinian territories. “At
a time when the gravest violations
of human rights are being commit-
ted against Palestinians — with the
perpetrators enjoying full immunity
— the UNHRC is being misled into
scrutinizing Iran under false pretens-
es,” he argued.

Concluding his remarks, Bahraini
called on member states to resist a
politically motivated move aimed at
distorting the Council’s mission. He
stressed the importance of preserv-
ing the UNHRC's integrity by rejecting
resolutions that serve geopolitical
interests rather than the genuine pro-
motion of human rights.
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