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Persian Gulf Saba
Steel launches
€200m expansion
project

The National Pension Fund of Iran,
the owner of Persian Gulf Saba
Steel Company, which produces 1.3
million tons of steel briquettes an-
nually, has launched a €200 million
expansion project aimed at boost-
ing production capacity.
According to IRNA, Persian Gulf
Saba Steel is Iran’s first producer
of hot briquetted iron (HBI). As part
of the company’s phased expansion
plan, the construction of a second
direct reduction unit has been set as
a key objective.

The second direct reduction unit,
with an investment of €200 million,
will add 1.76 million tons of HBI
production capacity per year. The
facility, currently under construction
on a 10-hectare site, is expected to
create 400 direct and 5,000 indirect
jobs.

Hojjat Mirzaei, head of the Nation-
al Pension Fund, visited the Saba
Steel plant in Hormozgan Province
on Thursday, touring various sec-
tions, including the production line,
control center, and expansion pro-
ject site.

During a meeting with Hormozgan
Governor Mohammad Ashouri Ta-
ziani and local industry officials,
Mirzaei highlighted the pension
fund’s commitment to industrial
development. He stated that the ex-
pansion will increase the company’s
production capacity to 1.7 million
tons, further strengthening Iran’s
steel sector.

Mirzaei also announced plans to en-
sure a stable energy supply for the
plant, including the potential con-
struction of a dedicated power plant
to meet the electricity needs of Saba
Steel and nearby industries.
Hormozgan’s governor welcomed
the pension fund’s investments,
emphasizing their role in nation-
al development, job creation, and
economic growth. He pointed out
that the fund’s presence in multiple
sectors, including steel, tourism,
fisheries, and energy, is a significant
driver of regional progress.
Ashouri Taziani noted that ongoing
steel projects in the province have
a combined capacity of approxi-
mately three million tons. One of
these projects, currently 22 percent
complete, is expected to contribute
substantially to national production
and revenue.

The governor also highlighted the
construction of a 500-megawatt
power plant as part of efforts to
ensure a stable electricity supply for
industrial operations in the region.
Additionally, the pension fund is
expanding investments in fisheries
and coastal tourism, leveraging
Hormozgan’s unique geographical
advantages.

“These projects will not only en-
hance production and employment
but also improve the livelihoods of
pensioners by generating sustaina-
ble revenues for the fund,” Ashouri
Taziani said.

He further outlined plans for resi-
dential development and the estab-
lishment of an executive club for
managers, adding that Hormozgan’s
strategic location in maritime trans-
port presents additional investment
opportunities in port infrastructure.
Persian Gulf Saba Steel is a subsid-
iary of the National Pension Fund’s
investment arm. The company
operates 13 kilometers from the
Persian Gulf Mining and Metal In-
dustries Special Economic Zone in
Bandar Abbas.

Briquettes, a compressed form of
sponge iron, play a crucial role in
the steel industry. Many foundries
and manufacturing plants convert
metal scraps into briquettes, which
are then reintegrated into produc-
tion cycles, improving efficiency
and sustainability in the sector.

[ran’s mm-oil export to Azerh

The value of Iran’s non-oil ex-
port to Azerbaijan increased by
14.5 percent during the first ten
months of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 20, 2024-Jan-
uary 19, 2025), as compared to
the same period of time in the
past year, the spokesperson for
the Trade Development Commit-
tee of the House of Industry, Min-
ing, and Trade announced.
Ruhollah Latifi said that Iran ex-
ported non-oil commodities val-
ued at $572.953 million to Azer-
baijan in the ten-month period.

In late January, the 16th meeting
of the Iran-Azerbaijan Joint Eco-
nomic Committee was held with
the participation of Iran’s Minister
of Transport and Urban Devel-
opment and Azerbaijan’s Deputy
Prime Minister in Tehran.
According to the news portal of
Iran’s Transport and Urban De-
velopment Ministry, the second
day of the meeting took place on
January 22, with the presence of
Farzaneh Sadegh, Iran’s Minister
of Transport and Urban Develop-
ment, and Shahin Mustafayev,
Azerbaijan’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister.

The Iranian minister expressed
her satisfaction with the renewed
collaboration, stating, “I am de-
lighted to meet again with the
esteemed Deputy Prime Minister
of Azerbaijan and his accom-
panying delegation. | hope this
meeting marks the beginning of
a new chapter in economic coop-
eration between our two friendly
and neighboring nations. The
government of President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian is committed to
expanding bilateral relations and
removing obstacles to coopera-
tion.”

She added, “After a hiatus of
over three years due to various
circumstances, | am pleased
that we successfully convened
the 16th session of the Joint
Economic Committee in Tehran.
| hope that by following up on
agreements in transportation,
customs, energy, oil, gas, elec-
tricity, water, banking, preferen-
tial trade, investment, and other
areas, We can Open new avenues
of collaboration and witness
further growth in bilateral trade
relations.”

The Iranian head of the commit-
tee stated: “In 2023, trade vol-
ume between the two countries
amounted to $487 million, with
Iran exporting $473 million to
Azerbaijan and importing $14
million. Over the first 11 months
of 2024, bilateral trade rose to
$583 million, with Iran’s exports
to Azerbaijan at $570 million and
imports at $12.9 million.”

“The trade potential between
our two countries exceeds these
figures. A five-year roadmap
should be developed to achieve
a target of $10 billion in trade. In
this context, | propose drafting a
roadmap to resume negotiations
for finalizing the preferential trade

agreement, thereby expanding
the volume of trade,” Sadegh
emphasized.

She highlighted transit coopera-
tion opportunities, stating: “While
notable steps have been taken in
recent years to enhance this as-
pect of our relations, the current
capacity in road, rail, air, and
maritime transportation between
the two nations is far greater than
what is currently utilized.”
Sadegh noted the necessity of re-
solving transit issues, proposing
the establishment of a compre-
hensive transport committee and
expert consultations to address
these challenges.

Referring to completed and on-
going infrastructure projects,
she said: “The second Astara-
chay Bridge was inaugurated
last year, a significant step in ad-
vancing bilateral transportation.
The automobile bridge over the
Aras River in the Kalaleh region
has made good progress, and
we hope its construction will be
completed by early spring 2025.
The Aghband-Jolfa-Nakhchivan
road project is also underway.
Additionally, the Astara rail termi-
nal is a critical transit project that
requires joint efforts to resolve
its challenges and fully realize its
potential.”

Sadegh further underlined the
importance of regional coopera-
tion, stating: “The trilateral meet-
ing of transport ministers from
Iran, Azerbaijan, and Russia to
activate the International North-
South Transit Corridor (INSTC)
with a target of 15 million tons is
akey regional initiative. | hope the
upcoming meeting on January
28, 2025, in Moscow will result
in agreements to enhance transit
activities along this corridor.”
She also highlighted energy co-
operation, saying: “Energy is a
strategic area of collaboration be-
tween our two countries. | hope
issues related to electricity and
water will see further develop-
ment. Additionally, synchronizing
the electricity grids for power
transit is another joint project that
requires solutions to overcome
existing challenges.”

Addressing the 16th meeting of
the Iran-Azerbaijan Joint Eco-
nomic Committee Amin Taraffo,
head of the International Affairs
Center at Iran’s Transport and
Urban Development Ministry,
announced a significant boost
in trade between the two coun-
tries.

“Trade between Iran and Azerbai-
jan reached $480 million in 2023,
and this figure has grown by 20
percent, reaching $580 million
in 2024,” Taraffo said during the
opening session of the meeting at
the Espinas Palace Hotel.

The official highlighted the deep
integration of the two nations’
economies, particularly in trans-
port and infrastructure. Projects
such as the Astara border bridge
and the nearing completion of

the Aghband Bridge were men-
tioned as milestones in bilateral
cooperation. Additionally, efforts
are underway to establish the
Aras Corridor, a project designed
to connect Azerbaijan to Iran via
road and rail.

The meeting also covered col-
[aboration in energy, including
electricity, oil, and gas. Officials
discussed solutions to shared
challenges  through  expert
groups, aiming to strengthen co-
operation in banking, energy, and
infrastructure.

Taraffo reiterated Iran’s commit-
ment to advancing the Interna-
tional North-South Transit Cor-
ridor, targeting a capacity of 10
million tons of goods.

He noted the critical role of shared
borders between Iran, Azerbaijan,
and Nakhchivan in facilitating
trade for regional countries.

He added that the two-day com-
mittee, resuming after a three-
year hiatus, includes technical
and expert discussions on eco-
nomic, cultural, and transporta-
tion issues.

The outcomes will be finalized
with the signing of an agreement
between Iran’s Transport Minister
Farzaneh Sadegh and Azerbai-
jan’s Deputy Prime Minister Sha-
hin Mustafayev.

The meeting also reviewed the
construction and operation of
new border terminals and bridg-
es to enhance connectivity.
Taraffo expressed hope that the
talks would resolve existing chal-
lenges and lay the groundwork
for expanded cooperation in
trade and transportation.

In a related development, Iran’s
Minister of Economic Affairs
Abdolnaser Hemmati discussed
the role of financial systems in
boosting trade volume with Azer-
baijan during a separate meeting
with Mustafayev.

Azerbaijani officials pledged to
follow up on banking and insur-
ance matters to further enhance
bilateral trade.

In another meeting with Musta-
fayev, Iranian Oil Minister Mo-
hsen Paknejad emphasized the
importance of sustained energy
cooperation with Azerbaijan.
According to the Shana news
agency, the meeting took place
on January 21, with discussions
centered on enhancing bilateral
ties.

Paknejad highlighted that such
meetings play a pivotal role in
advancing relations between the
two nations, particularly in ener-
ay.

“In Iran’s foreign policy, neigh-
bors hold a special priority, and
Azerbaijan occupies a unique po-
sition,” he said.

He also announced the formation
of a joint task force to facilitate
strategic and technical collabora-
tion in the energy sector.
Mustafayev, in his remarks, not-
ed that this was his second meet-
ing with the Iranian oil minister in

the past three months.

He emphasized the significance
of reciprocal visits in fostering
understanding of each country’s
capacities and infrastructure.
“The relations between Iran and
Azerbaijan are founded on shared
religious, cultural, and fraternal
ties,” Mustafayev stated, adding
that Azerbaijani President llham
Aliyev places great importance
on these ties, which serve mutual
national interests.

During a meeting between Pa-
knejad and Mustafayev back in
mid-October 2024, the Iranian
official called for the formation
of a joint working group in order
to pursue and accelerate bilater-
al cooperation, especially in the
field of energy.

During the meeting, Paknejad
said the two countries have a lot
of cultural, historical and national
similarities, which will help bring
the two nations closer to each
other.

While emphasizing the improve-
ment of cooperation between the
two countries, he said that neigh-
bors have a priority in Iran’s for-
eign policy and that the position
of the Republic of Azerbaijan is
special among them.

Stating that the field of oil and
energy is one of the axes for the
development of economic rela-
tions between the two countries,
Paknejad said Iran welcomes any
initiatives proposed by Azerbaijan
to enhance the level of coopera-
tion, adding that such coopera-
tion requires the necessary infra-
structure.

The deputy prime minister of
Azerbaijan, for his part, said that
the two neighbors have extensive
relations, which are based on old
roots.

Mustafayev also met with Iran’s
Minister of Economic Affairs and
Finance Abdonnasser Hemmati
during which the Iranian side
said the country is determined to
expand its trade ties with neigh-
boring Azerbaijan.

Hemmati said the size of trade
between Iran and Azerbaijan,
which is around $400 million per
year, is very low and does not
match the state of relations be-
tween the two countries.
“Azerbaijan has a special signifi-
cance for us, we had some good
talks on the role of monetary and
banking systems in the expan-
sion of trade,” said the minister.
Hemmati said he and Mustafayev
had agreed in their meeting that
communication  between the
banking and insurance insti-
tutions of Iran and Azerbaijan
should expand to allow an in-
crease in trade relations between
the two countries.

Mustafayev also met Iranian En-
ergy Minister Abbas Aliabadi.
During the meeting, the Iranian
minister called for increasing
electricity exchange with neigh-
boring countries.

Mentioning that Iran and Azer-
baijan’s power grids are already
connected and the two countries
are exchanging electricity, Aliaba-
di expressed hope that the level
of exchanges will increase soon.
“The electrical connection be-
tween Iran and Azerbaijan is
now established, and it is hoped
that this will increase by the
summer of next year; It is also
suggested that negotiations be
held between Russia, Azerbai-
jan, Iran, the UAE, and Saudi
Arabia to expand cooperation in
the electricity sector,” the minis-
ter said.

“Negotiations have also been
held with Russia and it was de-
cided to follow up on this issue
in an upcoming meeting. The
establishment of a power line
between the two countries will
be very beneficial for both sides

atjaun up 14.5% m 10 months on year

economically,” he added.

During his stay in Tehran, Musta-
fayev also met and held talks with
the Iranian Transport and Urban
Development Minister Farzaneh
Sadegh.

In this meeting, Sadegh called for
the preparation of a roadmap to
increase annual transit between
Iran and Azerbaijan to 15 million
tons.

“The development of relations
with the Republic of Azerbaijan
has a high importance in the
foreign policy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, and | am confident
that these relations will be further
enhanced in the future and in
line with the interests of the two
countries,” she said.

The minister stressed that Iran
is ready to develop relations with
Azerbaijan in all sectors and the
Transport Ministry is prepared to
hold the two countries’ 16th Joint
Economic Committee meeting in
Tehran as soon as possible to re-
view all areas of cooperation

Iran and Azerbaijan have agreed
to establish a joint agricultural
cooperation committee within
the next month, the agriculture
ministers of the two countries
announced.

According to Mehr News Agency,
Iranian Agriculture Minister Gho-
lamreza Nouri Ghezelieh and his
Azerbaijani counterpart Majnun
Mammadov discussed ways to
enhance bilateral cooperation in
the agricultural sector during a
phone conversation on February
25.

Nouri Ghezeljeh stated that Iran is
prepared to expand scientific and
research collaborations, increase
agricultural trade, and facilitate
the transit of agricultural goods.
Mammadov emphasized the
significant potential for coopera-
tion between the two countries,
stressing the necessity of form-
ing a joint committee to advance
collaboration in this sector.

The two ministers agreed that
the joint committee will be es-
tablished within a month, during
which foundational agreements
on various areas of agricultural
cooperation and trade facilitation
will be drafted and signed.

It is expected that an upcoming
meeting between the Iranian and
Azerbaijani agriculture ministers
will mark a significant step to-
ward further strengthening agri-
cultural ties between the neigh-
boring countries.

In recent years, Iran and Azer-
baijan have strengthened their
agricultural cooperation through
various agreements and joint in-
itiatives.

In 2020, the two countries signed
a Cooperation Agreement fo-
cusing on veterinary and animal
health, aiming to enhance col-
laboration in disease control,
veterinary public health, and the
exchange of technical expertise.
Additionally, both nations have
engaged in collaborative projects
to address environmental chal-
lenges affecting agriculture.

A notable example is their joint
effort to combat climate change
impacts in the Caspian Sea re-
gion.

This initiative includes climate ad-
aptation planning at both regional
and national levels, as well as the
implementation of transforma-
tive projects aimed at enhancing
urban resilience and agricultural
sustainability.

Furthermore, Iran and Azerbaijan
have partnered on hydroelectric
projects along the Aras River,
such as the Qiz Ghalaesi Dam,
inaugurated in May 2024.

These projects are designed to
provide irrigation for agricultural
lands, thereby boosting produc-
tivity and supporting local farm-
ing communities.

Dunhuang Muse-
um: Dipping deep
into China history

Dunhuang Museum, located
in Danhuang city in China’s
northwestern Gansu prov-
ince, is a perfect place to
gain some knowledge about
Dunhuang and the ancient
Silk Road.

However, the Dunhuang
Museum keeps not only ar-
chaeological and historical
findings but also a lot of
items depicting the culture
of China and its development
over several millennia. You
can even find unique pieces
belonging to the epoch of the
Great Silk Road.

There are more than 10000
items for you to appreciate,
including some exquisite and
vivid replications of the mu-
rals and sculptures in Mogao
Grottoes.

As a part of their journey to
Gansu province, arranged by
the China International Press
Communication Center
(CIPCC), a number of foreign
journalists  from different
countries visited this muse-
um on Friday.

There are three exhibition
parts in the Dunhuang Mu-
seum.

The first part displays the
documents and sutras found
in the 18th cave (the Sutra
Cave) of Mogao Grottoes of
Dunhuang.

The second part focuses
on unearthed cultural relics
from tombs of past dynas-
ties, such as the Han Dynas-
ty (202BC-220AD), Three
Kingdoms (220-280), Jin
Dynasty (266-420), Sui Dy-
nasty (581-618), and Tang
Dynasty (618-907). These
relics include stone tab-
lets, stone towers, pottery
wares, lacquer beasts made
for tombs, kylin sculptures,
etc. The kylin is rarely seen,
which is a high relief with
four hoofs soaring aloft.
The third part is the exhibit of
kinds of silk, brocade, gros-
grain, and the like, which
provide sufficient material
objects for the ancient Silk
Road. In addition, Han Jian
(a kind of book composed by
bamboo slips for writing on
during Han Dynasty), ancient
iron tools, bronze tools and
various ancient weapons are
also found in this part, which
is beneficial for the research-
es of ancient communication
between China and west-
ern countries in the fields
of politics, economy and
culture.

In the two exhibition halls
for historical relics of Dun-
huang Museum, there are
over 2000 pieces of treas-
ured cultural relics collect-
ed locally, which span from
primitive society to the late
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911).
Exhibits are types of pottery,
sutras, ancient coins, tiles,
bronze, silk, pearls, jades,
etc. In the hall for the Great
Wall of the Han Dynasty, it
is the instruction about the
ruins of the Great Wall of
Dunhuang with exhibits of
Han Jian, hemppaper, barley,
millet, torches used in bea-
con tower as well as a model
of the Great Wall ruins. An
additional exhibition hall of
calligraphy and painting in
the Dunhuang Museum con-
tains the works created by
celebrated painters and cal-
ligraphers of Dunhuang.
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Electricity con-
sumption demand
rises hy 5%

In the beginning of the final
week of the Iranian year 1403
(Saturday March 15), the coun-
try’s peak -electricity demand
reached 46,680 megawatts—a
five percent increase compared
to the same period last year,
when the peak was 44,468
megawatts.

As IRIB reported, this surge in
demand highlights the ongoing
upward trend in national energy
consumption.

Based on this peak figure, the
total electricity consumption on
the mentioned day amounted
to 1,006,847 megawatt-hours,
reflecting a 6.54 percent growth
over the corresponding day
in the previous year. Moreo-
ver, since the beginning of the
current year, overall electricity
energy consumption has in-
creased by 4.95 percent.

The weighted average temper-
ature across the country on
the said day was recorded at
13.39 degrees Celsius, which
is 2.38 degrees higher than on
the same day last year. This
noticeable rise in temperature
may have contributed to the
increased electricity usage, as
warmer weather typically drives
higher energy consumption for
cooling and related activities.
In recent months, Iran has faced
significant electricity shortages,
leading to power outages in
several cities. Rising demand,
coupled with insufficient in-
vestment in power generation
infrastructure, has strained the
national grid. Officials have
attributed the supply-demand
gap to higher-than-expected
industrial and household con-
sumption, along with reduced
hydropower output due to lower
rainfall levels.

The country has also struggled
with issues related to aging
power plants and insufficient
natural gas supply for electrici-
ty generation, especially during
peak winter and summer sea-
sons. In some regions, author-
ities have resorted to scheduled
blackouts to manage grid sta-
bility, affecting businesses and
residential areas.

To address these challenges,
the government has announced
plans to expand renewable en-
ergy capacity and improve grid
efficiency. However, experts
argue that without substantial
investment and modernization
efforts, Iran’s electricity sector
may continue to face supply
disruptions in the coming years.

Dunhuang Book-
store: A place for
lovers of hooks &
beautiful spaces

Dunhuang Bookstore is locat-
ed in Dunhuang City, China’s
northwestern Gansu Province.
It is the first Dunhuang-themed
bookstore in China, covering
an area of nearly 800 square
meters.  The bookstore col-
lects more than 20,000 Dun-
huang-themed  books, col-
laborating with over 1,000
publishers  nationwide.

It is also a multi-functional
modern space that combines
books, calligraphy and paint-
ings, cultural creative products,
coffee, and cultural activities.
If you love books and beautiful
spaces, Dunhuang Bookstore is
a must-visit.
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Persepolis

move provi-

sionally top

PGPL

Persepolis football team defeated Ma-
lavan 2-0 on Friday to move top of
2024/25 Iran’s Persian Gulf Profes-
sional League (PGPL).

Ali Alipour opened the scoring for the
hosts in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium in the
16th minute and Serdar Dursun made
it 2-0 in the 67th minute.

Elsewhere, Foolad defeated Aluminum

2-0 in Ahvaz and Mes and Esteghlal
Khuzestan shared the spoils in a goal-
less draw.

On Sunday, Tractor will host Gol Gohar
in Tabriz and Zob Ahan play Esteghlal
in Isfahan.

Persepolis moved provisionally top of
the standing with 47 points, one point

Top tips for
staym healthy durmg
Ramadan

Source:

By:

The NHS is sharing tips and advice to
help people stay healthy while fasting.
Long fasting hours and changes to
eating and sleeping patterns can im-
pact your well-being, so taking some
simple steps to maintain your health is
essential.

The NHS has these tips for a healthy
Ramadan:

1. Stay Hydrated

Most people who fast during Rama-
dan will experience mild dehydration,
which could cause headaches, tired-
ness and difficulty concentrating. Drink
plenty of water between Iftar (breaking
the fast) and Suhur (pre-dawn meal) to

prevent dehydration. Aim for at least
six to eight glasses of water and avoid
caffeinated drinks like coffee and tea
as they can increase the risk of further
dehydration.

2. Choose Nutrient-Rich Foods

Opt for slow-releasing energy foods:
Whole grains like brown rice

Lean proteins like chicken, turkey and
tofu

Fibre-rich vegetables such as brussels
sprouts, carrots, broccoli and peas.
Dates are a great traditional choice to
replenish energy quickly but balance
them with protein and healthy fats to
avoid sugar spikes.

3. Eat a Balanced Suhur

The pre-dawn meal, Suhur, provides
fluids and energy for the day of fast-
ing ahead, so making healthy choices
can help you to cope better with the
fast. Include carbohydrates like oats or
wholemeal bread, along with protein
sources such as eggs or yoghurt, to
keep you fuller for longer.

4. Pace Yourself at Iftar

Break your fast with dates and water,
followed by a light soup or salad be-
fore moving on to a balanced main
meal. Avoid overeating or consum-
ing too many fried and sugary foods,
which may leave you feeling tired and
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sleepy.

5. Get Enough Rest

With late-night prayers and ear-
ly morning meals, sleep patterns
can be disrupted. Try to main-
tain a consistent sleep routine and
take short naps if needed to stay
refreshed.

6. Keep Moving

While fasting, energy levels may be
lower than usual, but gentle activity
such as walking or stretching can help
maintain fitness. Light exercise after
Iftar can aid digestion and prevent
stiffness.

Dr Manisha Kumar, Chief Medical
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Officer at NHS Greater Manchester,
said:"Ramadan is a time of spiritual
reflection, but it’s also important to
take care of your health while fasting.
Take care of your health and well-be-
ing as you observe your fast, staying
hydrated, eating balanced meals, and
getting enough rest can make a big
difference to your energy levels and
overall well-being.

If you are diabetic and are planning
to fast, please talk to your doctor or
healthcare team about how to man-
age your condition while fasting. Find
more information on the Diabetes UK
website.

Foretgn journalists admire Dunhuang’s role i clean energy

A number of foreign journalists from different countries visited the
New Energy Industry Park of Dunhuang city in China’s northwestern

Gansu province on Saturday morning.

Visiting this huge site was a part of the journalists’ journey to Gansu
province, arranged by the China International Press Communication

Center (CIPCC).

In this visit, the world’s media representatives visited the 100-MW
tower-type solar thermal power generation project by Shouhang En-

ergy Company.

Shouhang High-Tech Energy Technology Co., Ltd. was founded in

heating and other fields.

IMIDRO’s exploratory excavation
mncreases by 2¢% m 10 months

The exploratory excavation conduct-
ed by the Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renova-
tion Organization (IMIDRO) increased
by 27 percent in the first 10 months
of the current Iranian year (March 20,
2024 - January 20, 2025), an official
said.

According to a Saturday report by
IMIDRO, Ahmad Fattahi Mejlej, the
organization’s exploration director,
said IMIDRO and its subsidiaries—in-
cluding the Iranian Minerals Produc-
tion and Supply Company, Sangan
Complex, Iran Alumina Company, the

Exploration Empowerment Project,
Zarshouran Gold, National Iranian
Copper Industries Company (NICI-
C0), the Copper Value Chain Project,
and the Paya Consortium—conducted
approximately 592,000 meters of ex-
ploration drilling from March throug
h January.

He added that in the same period last
year, exploration drilling amounted to
about 467,000 meters.

IMIDRO’s exploration drilling target
for the current year is set at 653,000
meters, Fattahi Mejlej said, noting
that 90.7 percent of the plan has been

achieved in the past 10 months.

The total drilling completed in the pre-
vious full year amounted to 556,000
meters, he added.

Fattahi Mejlej also highlighted IMID-
RO’s investment in exploration, stating
that the organization allocated 36.072
trillion rials (approximately $721.4 mil-
lion) to exploration projects during the
10-month period.

He noted that IMIDRO’s exploration in-
vestment covers geological mapping,
geochemistry, geophysics, trenching
and small-scale drilling, core drilling,
as well as sampling and analysis.

2001, with its headquarters located in Gansu Province and its pro-
duction base in Tianjin and Gansu.
Shouhang High-Tech takes “Clean Energy and Energy Conservation
and Environmental Protection” as its business development strategy,
and is engaged in research and development in the fields of solar
thermal power generation, solar thermal energy storage plus mul-
ti-energy complementary, hydrogen energy utilization, power station
air cooling, waste heat power generation, water technology, clean

Shouhang is a high-tech enterprise providing services such as de-

sign, manufacture, sales, installation, management, commissioning,

training, and general contracting of power plants.

by Shouhang.

In 2016, the first 100MW molten salt tower solar thermal power
generation project in Dunhuang was selected as the first batch of
national solar thermal power generation demonstration projects. The
power station is independently designed, invested, and constructed

At the end of December 2018, power generation was connected to the

grid, becoming China’s first 100 trillion national solar thermal power

generation demonstration power station.

ADRIAN DARYAY
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Iran’s National Iranian Qil Company
(NIOC) has dismissed claims in some
media outlets about the production of
low-quality crude, stating that Iran’s
oil exports meet global standards and
urging “biased media” to prioritize
national interests.

According to a report by the Islamic
Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB),
NIOC emphasized that it consistently
prioritizes crude oil quality to main-
tain its brand and meet the expecta-
tions of its customers. The company
stated that refineries—both domestic
and international—are the primary
consumers of lranian crude, and
maintaining quality is essential, as
any decline would disrupt export and
transportation operations.

NIOC further noted that during pe-
riods of peak production or when
output expansion is a policy focus,
fluctuations in crude oil’s water and
salt content may occur. However, the
company stressed that such varia-
tions are not a cause for concern and
do not impact the global price of Ira-

[ sas 1ts crude ol exports
meet global standards

nian crude.

Iran’s oil exports have risen signif-
icantly in recent months, driven by
increased shipments to China and
other Asian buyers. According to
OPEC’s latest monthly report, the Is-
lamic Republic’s crude oil production
increased by 37,000 barrels per day
(bpd) in February.

China remains the top destination for
Iranian crude, with independent refin-
ers in Shandong province being key
buyers. Iran has also strengthened its
energy ties with Russia and Venezue-
la, engaging in barter trade and joint
refining projects to expand its market
reach.

Tehran has ramped up oil production
while navigating sanctions through
intermediaries and alternative pay-
ment mechanisms. The increased
output has positioned Iran as a more
prominent supplier in global energy
markets, with analysts noting that its
crude remains competitively priced
compared to other West Asian pro-
ducers.
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