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IRISL breaks contain-
er transport record
despite sanctions

The Islamic Republic of Iran Ship-
ping Lines (IRISL) has set a new re-
cord in container transport despite
ongoing sanctions, the chairman
of the board of the IRISL Container
Transport Company announced.
According to IRISL, the official
stated that the company transport-
ed 100,000 TEUs more than in the
previous year, significantly boost-
ing its container transport record.
He attributed this achievement to
mutual trust between the company
and cargo owners, emphasizing
IRISL's commitment to expanding
cooperation with customers while
providing safe, organized, and
cost-effective services.

The head of the IRISL Container
Transport Company highlighted
the company’s continuous growth
over the past five years despite
sanctions, noting that performance
figures have risen by over 41 per-
cent compared to five years ago.
He credited this success to the un-
wavering support of exporters and
importers for the national fleet.
To further enhance customer ser-
vice, the company has introduced
new operational guidelines, re-
sulting in significant service im-
provements at its offices in Bandar
Abbas, Tehran, and the newly es-
tablished customer service office in
Chabahar. These initiatives include
customer segmentation and rank-
ing, moving toward personalized
marketing using intelligent online
systems to revolutionize client in-
teractions with container transport.
He also announced the introduc-
tion of a nationwide bill of lading,
marking a major step toward trans-
forming IRISL into a full-fledged
logistics company. With this new
system, alongside comprehensive
insurance coverage for all trans-
ported containers, goods can now
be delivered through a seamless
door-to-door service at minimal
cost and delay.

Expanding international reach
and Chabahar port’s growth
The official emphasized the im-
portance of leveraging Iran’s
North-South Corridor, particularly
in serving the Russian and CIS
markets, where demand for Irani-
an exports is strong. He noted that
IRISL is fully capable of handling
these shipments using multimodal
and door-to-door transport solu-
tions.

He also highlighted the company’s
global expansion, stating that IRISL
now serves customers across five
continents. Notably, he pointed to
the rapid growth of Chabahar Port,
which has risen from the fourth
to the second-ranked port in Iran
following IRISL’s strategic invest-
ments.

Before IRISLs involvement, Chaba-
har had minimal container traf-
fic, but over the past three years,
container transport through the
port has surged, reaching nearly
100,000 TEUs this year. The com-
pany aims to push this figure be-
yond 150,000 TEUs in the coming
year.

He underscored IRISL’s impact on
job creation in Chabahar, describ-
ing it as one of the company’s most
significant achievements. With in-
creasing local employment and
attractive discounts for cargo own-
ers, the port’s economic prospects
continue to improve.

A record-breaking year for IRISL
Concluding his remarks, the CEO
revealed that IRISL's container
ships covered a total distance
equivalent to 65 times the cir-
cumference of the Earth—ap-
proximately 1.385 million nautical
miles—transporting

cargo for Iranian exporters and
importers. This was achieved with
260,000 tons of low-sulfur fuel, 90
percent of which was domestically
produced.
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Iraq seeks to mamtamn gas and electricrty mports from Iran amid sanction challenges

Iran’s exemption for export-
ing gas and electricity to Iraq
was lifted on March 8, 2024,
prompting the Chairman of
the Economic Committee of
the Iraqi Parliament to meet
with the U.S. Charge d’Affaires
in Baghdad.

Irag’s exemption for importing
gas and electricity from Iran
was lifted on March 8, 2024.
This prompted the Chairman
of the Economic Committee
of the Iraqi Parliament to meet
with the U.S. Charge d’Affaires
in Baghdad the previous night.
He emphasized that prevent-
ing the import of Iranian gas
by the U.S. would have cata-
strophic consequences for the
people of Iraq, especially in
the summer, as it would lead

to the collapse of the country’s
state electricity system.

The Iraqi Parliament Econom-
ic Committee’s press office
reported that Atwan Al-At-
wani, the Chairman of the
Committee, met with Daniel
Rubenstein, the U.S. Charge
d’Affaires, and his accompa-
nying delegation. Al-Atwani
pointed out the importance
of this meeting in the current
sensitive situation and empha-
sized the need for continuous
communication to rectify the
relations between the two
countries.

The U.S. Charge d’Affaires re-
sponded during the meeting,
stating that he understood
the issues raised by Al-Atwani
concerning energy and bank-
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ing sanctions and promised
to relay these messages to the
U.S. government in hopes of
finding permanent solutions
that would serve the interests
of both nations. He also not-
ed that sanctions have not yet
included the import of natural
gas.

On the other hand, the U.S.
Ambassador, while express-
ing sympathy for the issues
Al-Atwani raised, especially
regarding energy and bank-
ing sanctions, promised to
convey these messages to his
government. He expressed
hope that permanent solu-
tions and measures could be
found to address these issues
in a way that benefits both na-
tions.

Daniel Rubenstein also em-
phasized that natural gas im-
ports have so far been outside
the “sanctions framework.”
Under the March 2024 agree-
ment, Iran committed to ex-
porting 50 million cubic me-
ters of gas per day to Iraqg, a
contract valued at about six
billion dollars annually. In
addition, in July 2022, Iraq
signed a five-year contract to
purchase 400 megawatts of
electricity from Iran.

In recent years, Iraq has been
working to reduce its depend-
ence on lranian gas. Several
projects have been initiated
to secure energy from other
sources. In October 2024, Iraq
signed an agreement to import
20 million cubic meters of gas
per day from Turkmenistan,
which could serve as an alter-
native to Iranian gas.

Another possibility is pur-
chasing LNG from Qatar.
Iraq is building an LNG stor-
age terminal in the Faw port,
where Qatar is likely to be the
main supplier. Additionally,
the Qatar-Turkey gas pipeline,
which was halted in 2009 but
has since regained attention
following the fall of Bashar
al-Assad’s regime, could also
provide an alternative.

Initially, the Qatar gas pipeline
was planned to pass through
Saudi Arabia and Syria, reach-
ing Turkey and then to Europe.
The pipeline also passes near
Irag’s border, and it is said
that it could supply gas to the
country’s power plants and in-

dustries.

Furthermore, connecting
Iraq to the Gulf Cooperation
Council’s electricity grid could
reduce Iraq’s dependence on
Iran. This project includes an
electricity transmission line
from Kuwait to Basra, which
could supply Iraq’s electricity
needs.

Additionally, a $27 billion con-
tract has been signed with
Total Energy to develop gas
fields. In July 2023, Irag and
Total Energy, a French compa-
ny, signed a $27 billion con-
tract to increase oil production
and enhance the country’s en-
ergy production capacity with
four oil, gas, and renewable
energy projects.

It is important to note that
these solutions require time
and significant investment. In
the short term, Iraq remains
dependent on Iranian gas, and
finding an immediate alterna-
tive is difficult.

In this context, three Iragi
energy officials told Reuters
on Sunday that Iraq has no
immediate alternative to re-
place the energy it imports
from Iran, which will lead to
significant issues in providing
enough electricity for domes-
tic consumption, especially in
the summer.

One senior official from Iraq’s
Ministry of Electricity told
Reuters, “The government has
started taking urgent meas-
ures to reduce the impact of
the U.S. decision on Iraq’s
electricity supply.”

Secretary General of the Economic
Cooperation Organization Dr. Asad M.

Minist.y of Po ¢« -

Khan held a productive meeting today
with H.E. Dr. Farzaneh Sadegh Malva-

Islamic Re

100 Secretary General Meets with Irantan Minister of Roads and Urban Development

jerd, Minister of Roads and Urban De-
velopment of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to discuss enhanced cooperation
in the region in the transport sector.
During the meeting, the sides empha-
sized the critical role of connectivity in
fostering regional economic growth
and sustainable development. They ac-
knowledged the strategic importance
of ECO in facilitating regional transport
linkages and promoting seamless trade
and mobility among Member States.

A key focus of the discussions was
the preparation for the upcoming 13th
ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport,
which Iran will host. The sides delib-
erated on the organizational and sub-
stantive aspects of the Meeting, aiming
to ensure its success and impact on
regional transport initiatives.

group

To facilitate effective coordination, it
was agreed to establish a working

from the Iranian Ministry of Roads
and Urban Development and the ECO
Secretariat. This group will oversee
and streamline the preparatory pro-
cesses, ensuring a well-structured and
result-oriented Ministerial Meeting.
Acknowledging Iran’s geographic im-
portance as a vital transit transport
center in the region, the Secretary
General expressed his appreciation for
Iran’s commitment to regional trans-
port cooperation and conveyed his
confidence that, with the active sup-
port of the Iranian side, the upcoming
Ministerial Meeting will be a milestone
event in strengthening connectivity
within the ECO region.

comprising  representatives

Maritime Security Belt-2025: Iran showcases
naval prowess m alliance with China, Russia

Iran has reaffirmed its pivotal role in regional security
by leading the seventh iteration of the Maritime Securi-
ty Belt-2025 joint naval exercises alongside China and
Russia, held March 10-13 near the strategic port of
Chabahar.

The drills, marked by advanced tactical operations and
aerial maneuvers, underscored Tehran’s commitment
to safeguarding vital maritime routes while strengthen-
ing alliances with global powers in the face of shifting
geopolitical dynamics.

The exercises featured synchronized day and night
aerial target shooting, tactical formations, mock rescue
missions, and a grand naval parade, demonstrating
heightened interoperability among the three nations.
Rear Admiral Mostafa Tajeddini, deputy operations
commander of Iran’s Navy, hailed the drills as a testa-
ment to Iran’s technical sophistication and leadership.
“The execution of these operations demands precise
coordination and step-by-step orders,” he stated, em-
phasizing the seamless integration of the Iranian Navy
(part of Artesh) and Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) Navy with Chinese and Russian fleets.

Notably, this year’s drills expanded operational scope,
deploying helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft in deeper
waters—a strategic leap from prior iterations.
Tajeddini underscored the significance of such ad-
vancements, describing them as critical to countering

“external threats” and ensuring regional stability.

Rear Admiral Tajeddini also reiterated Iran’s uncom-
promising stance: “We will not tolerate any threats or
incursions into the nation’s maritime borders.”

“Unity at sea today ensures stability onshore tomor-
row,” he added.

Since their inception in 2019, the Maritime Security
Belt drills have evolved in scale and complexity, mirror-
ing Iran’s geopolitical ambitions.

The 2025 edition coincides with heightened tensions
in the Red Sea and Arabian Sea, where Western-led
coalitions have increased patrols.

By contrast, Iran’s collaboration with Beijing and Mos-
cow offers an alternative security framework, prioritiz-
ing regional sovereignty over external intervention.
Chabahar: a geopolitical linchpin

The choice of Chabahar as the drills’ focal point high-
lights its unparalleled strategic value. Situated on the
Gulf of Oman, Iran’s sole oceanic port bypasses the
congested Strait of Hormuz, through which 20% of
global oil transits.

Chabahar’s direct access to the Indian Ocean positions
it as a gateway for the International North-South Trans-
port Corridor (INSTC), a 7,200-km trade artery linking
India to Central Asia and Europe via Iran.

Historically, U.S. sanctions somewhat complicated
Chabahar’s development, yet partnerships with Eastern

allies have helped improve its outlook.

India’s initial investments in the port’s infrastructure,
aimed at accessing Afghanistan and Central Asia, have
been complemented by China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), weaving Chabahar into broader Eurasian con-
nectivity projects.

The port now serves as a military and economic nexus,
enabling Iran to project influence while mitigating reli-
ance on Western-dominated trade routes.

Counter to unilateralism

The 2025 drills signal a deepening alignment among
Iran, China, and Russia, reflecting shared opposition
to unilateralism.

Analysts note that the exercises, occurring near the
Strait of Hormuz and Chabahar, symbolize a collective
resolve to secure energy corridors and trade lanes crit-
ical to the Global South.

Some experts view these exercises as more than just
defensive actions; they are seen as opportunities to
create a unified vision for maritime security.

This partnership also counters Western isolation ef-
forts. By anchoring military cooperation in the Indian
Ocean,

Furthermore, the inclusion of aerial units and night op-
erations—a first in the tripartite drills—signals Iran’s
growing confidence in asymmetric warfare capabili-
ties, crucial in deterring adversarial naval presence.
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South Pars 1st
infill well goes
operational

Iran has brought the first well
from a 35-well infill drilling pro-
ject at the South Pars gas field
into production, aimed at main-
taining output levels, the manag-
ing director of Pars Qil and Gas
Company (POGC) said.

Touraj Dehghani said drilling
and completion of Well No. 5
on Platform SPD12B in Phase
12 of the South Pars gas field
has been completed, and the
well has been connected to the
platform’s existing processing
facilities, Shana reported.
The well is capable of producing
over 2.0 million cubic meters of
rich gas per day, compensating
for natural reservoir depletion at
Platform SPD12B and helping
restore its designed production
capacity, he added.

The infill drilling project, cov-
ering 35 wells across 17 gas
platforms, is being executed in
four work packages. The drilling
of Well No. 5 was carried out
under the second package of
an Engineering, Procurement,
and Drilling (EPD) contract with
Petrolran Development Compa-
ny and Drilling Company Inter-
national (DCI) handling opera-
tions using the DCI-2 offshore
drilling rig.

Once fully completed, the infill
drilling project is expected to
boost South Pars’ production
capacity by 36 million cubic me-
ters per day.

The contract for the 35-well in-
fill drilling project was signed
in November 2023, with drilling
operations beginning on July 9,
2024, at Platform SPD12B in
Phase 12. After eight months
of drilling, the first well has now
been brought online.

Iran’s renewable
energy capacity sur-
passes 1,561 MW

Iran’s renewable energy capac-
ity has reached 1,561.66 meg-
awatts by the end of February
2025, as the country accelerates
efforts to address power imbal-
ances and expand clean energy
sources.

The growing electricity sup-
ply-demand gap has highlighted
the urgent need for renewable
energy expansion. In response,
the 14th administration has
intensified efforts to boost so-
lar and wind power generation
across the country.

On Sunday, March 9, Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian
reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to solar power
infrastructure development,
stating that funding for the
project has been secured. He
urged contractors and relevant
stakeholders to expedite their
operations, emphasizing that
the government is determined to
eliminate any obstacles delaying
the initiative.

Data from the Energy Ministry
indicates that solar power plants
account for the largest share of
Iran’s renewable energy mix,
contributing 810.03 MW (60
percent) of total capacity. Wind
power plants rank second, gen-
erating 376.3 MW (29 percent)
of the country’s total renewa-
ble electricity. Other renewable
sources include small hydro-
power plants at 104.04 MW (8
percent), biomass power plants
at 22.13 MW (2 percent), and
expansion turbines at 9.6 MW
(1 percent).
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Iran Air secures
EU, ICAO certifica-
tion for fuel man-

agement in interna-
tional flights

Iran Air has received certification
from the European Union and the
International Civil Aviation Organ-
ization (ICAQ) for fuel manage-
ment in its international flights,
the airline’s deputy director of
operations announced. According
to Iran Air, Javad Sharifi stated on
Monday that the airline undergoes
annual audits under the EU Emis-
sions Trading System (EU-ETS)
and CORSIA, ICAQ’s Carbon Off-
setting and Reduction Scheme for
International Aviation, for all inter-
national flights. Sharifi explained
that these audits aim to monitor
greenhouse gas emissions and
ensure compliance with interna-
tional environmental regulations
to keep emission levels within
acceptable limits. If an airline fails
to meet the required standards,
it faces penalties and operational
restrictions on its flights. He em-
phasized that as an international
carrier, Iran Air must comply with
these regulations, and therefore,
it is evaluated annually by EU au-
ditors. Sharifi outlined the steps
taken in the certification process,
including contracting with Ger-
many’s GMBH Verification EST,
holding technical meetings with
fuel management and information
systems teams, and conducting
operational data analysis. These
efforts, led by Iran Airs Flight
Safety and Operations Standards
Department, culminated in a
successful audit and verification
process. After multiple review
sessions with auditors, Iran Air
provided comprehensive docu-
mentation on selected flights. In
the third week of February, the
airline officially secured EU and
ICAO certification for meeting in-
ternational fuel management and
environmental standards. One of
the key achievements highlighted
was saving over 40 tons of fuel
in EU flights over the past year,
which will be registered in Germa-
ny’s aviation regulatory database.
This fuel efficiency achievement
also carries significant financial
value on the global stock ex-
change market. Sharifi noted that
Iran Air is the first airline in Iran to
have consistently complied with
ICAO’s CO emissions standards
for over a decade, maintaining an
excellent track record in all envi-
ronmental audits. He concluded
by reaffirming Iran Air's commit-
ment to sustainable aviation, stat-
ing that the airline will continue to
adhere to international environ-
mental regulations and lead Iran’s
aviation sector toward eco-friend-
ly operations.

RAI eyes launching

Tehran-Ankara train

after resuming Teh-
ran-Van route

Iran’s railway authority is con-
sidering launching a direct Teh-
ran-Ankara train service if pas-
senger demand for the recently
resumed Tehran-Van route re-
mains strong, the managing di-
rector of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Railways (RAI) said. Jabarali
Zakeri said the Tehran-Van train,
which resumed service after a
five-year suspension, is now op-
erational following an agreement
between Iran and Turkey’s railway
authorities. The train consists of
Seven passenger wagons, a res-
taurant car, and a locomotive,
with a total capacity of 280 pas-
sengers.
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MME signs co-op

agreement Wlth Mining Industries Development

H H and Renovation Organization (IM-
|ead"|9 chmese IDRO), has signed a cooperation
steelmakers agreement with major Chinese

Y Iron-Rich Foods
Your Toddler Needs

Source:

By:

Iron is an essential nutrient that the
body uses to produce hemoglobin, the
protein in red blood cells that helps
your blood carry oxygen to all the oth-
er cells in the body.

Iron is essential for:

e supplying the body with oxygen

* muscle metabolism

* maintaining connective tissue

e physical growth

e nerve development

* cell functioning

e producing some hormones
Breast-fed babies usually get enough
iron from their mother’s milk, while
infants fed with formula should receive
iron-fortified formula.

Iron-deficiency anemia

When your toddler switches to eat-
ing regular foods, they might not get
enough iron. Rest assured, this isn’t
common in the United States; only
8 percentTrusted Source of toddlers
have iron deficiency.

However, low iron levels can lead to
anemia, where the number of red
blood cells in your body are too low,
potentially causing problems with ox-
ygen getting to key organs.

If your child has low iron levels, you
may notice that they:

e are pale

e appear irritable

e don’t want to eat

Longer term, it can lead to:

* slower growth

e delayed motor skill development

* a higher number of infections, as iron
supports the immune system
Symptoms may not appear at first, but
in time, your child may experience:

* fatigue

e pale skin

e jrritability

« fast or irregular heartbeat

e decreased appetite

* slow weight gain

e dizziness

* headaches

e lightheadedness

« difficulty concentrating

Some studiesTrusted Source have
found that children who drank tea were
more likely to have iron-deficiency

Iran’s Mines and Metals Engineer-
ing Company (MME), the execu-
tive arm of the Iranian Mines and

steel manufacturers.

anemia. One reason for this may be
that tannin, found in tea, decreases the
body’s ability to absorb iron. Another is
that children may be too full to eat after
drinking tea.

How much iron does my toddler
need?

Iron is essential for a rapidly growing
toddler. That’s why a lot of cereals and
other toddler foods are fortified with
iron.

The recommended daily requirements
for iron vary by age.

e age 0-6 months: 0.27 milligrams
(mg) per day

* age 6-12 months: 11 mg per day

* ages 1-3 years: 7 mg per day

e ages 4-8 years: 10 mg per day

Tehran to host International Auto Parts Exhibition

According to IRIB, MME, a subsid-
iary of Ascotec Holding and one of
IMIDRQ’s operational arms, signed
the agreement with leading Chi-
nese companies in the steel indus-
try. The deal aims to facilitate the
expansion of the Iranian PERED
technology in global markets.
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Infants born preterm or with a low
birth weight usually need more iron
than those born with a healthy weight.
What foods should my toddler eat for
iron?

Feeding your toddler iron-rich foods
alongside foods high in vitamin C can
help decrease their risk of developing
iron deficiency.

1. Lean meats

2. Fortified cereals

3. Beans

4. Spinach

5. Raisins and other dried fruit

6

7

8

9

. Pumpkin seeds
. Eggs

. Green peas

. Tuna

The 20th International Exhibition of Auto Parts, Accessories, and Assemblies
will be held from May 29 to June 1, 2025, at Tehran’s Permanent International

Fairgrounds, IRNA reported.

Sadif Beikzadeh, the head of the Iran International Exhibitions Company, stated
in a press conference on Tuesday that the auto industry exhibition is among the
top three exhibitions in the country in terms of participation and visitor interest.
He added that over 700 foreign companies from nine countries and 500 do-
mestic firms will take part in the event. Special halls have been designated for
knowledge-based and innovative companies.

Beikzadeh emphasized the need to utilize export target markets, including BRICS

Families of [ranian
(errorism viceims
slam Italian parlia-
ment’s decision to

honor MEK member =

In an open letter addressed to Italian
authorities, families of Iranian victims
of terrorism have condemned the Italian
Parliament’s decision to honor a mem-
ber of the anti-Iran terror group Mujahe-
din-e Khalg (MEK).

The families described the decision as a
“shameful act” that has caused profound
pain to many Iranians, especially the
families of the 23,000 victims of terror-
ismin Iran.

The protest follows the Italian Parlia-
ment’s decision to present the “Women
of Courage Award 2025” to a member
of the so-called Association of Iranian
Youth in Italy, a group linked to the MEK
terrorist organization. The award was
handed over by the parliament’s vice
president.

In their letter, the families expressed their
deep disappointment and outrage at the
decision. “This award was presented by
the Vice President of the Italian Parlia-
ment to a member of a front organization
affiliated with the MEK, known as the
Association of Iranian Youth in Italy,” the
letter stated. “In her acceptance speech,
the recipient openly acknowledged her
and her family’s membership in and
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political commitment to the MEK. She
expressed support for the terrorist and
destructive activities of the MEK’s so-
called ‘Rebellious Units,” whose mission
involves sabotage and the use of home-
made bombs targeting government and
religious sites in Iran.”

The families highlighted the MEK’s long
history of violence and terrorism, both
within Iran and beyond. “The MEK is a
terrorist organization that, over more
than five decades of its existence, has
massacred countless Iranian citizens
through a range of brutal methods, in-
cluding suicide bombings, explosive
attacks, mortar fire, abductions, torture,
and both targeted and indiscriminate
assassinations,” the letter continued.
“Thousands of Iran’s 23,000 victims of
terrorism lost their lives to the atrocities
committed by this group.”

The letter also pointed out the MEK’s
involvement in the murder of American
and Iraqi citizens and its mercenary ser-
vice to Saddam Hussein from the 1980s
until his downfall. “The group’s history is
so steeped in darkness that, for years, it
was listed as a terrorist organization by
the United States, Canada, the United

and Eurasia, to achieve the eight percent economic growth goal outlined in Iran’s
Seventh Development Plan. He also noted that a 23 percent increase in exports
is planned, covering various sectors such as industry, mining, and agriculture.

He highlighted the crucial role of domestic and international marketing in eco-
nomic growth, describing the auto exhibition as one of the key events aimed at
improving economic conditions.
“The automotive industry was one of the main targets of sanctions against Iran,
alongside steel, petrochemicals, and other sectors,” Beikzadeh said. He stressed
that the growth of other industries is linked to the automotive sector, which
plays a significant role in employment.

Kingdom, and even the European Un-
ion,” the families wrote. “While regretta-
ble political maneuvers by these nations
eventually led to its removal from those
lists, the Iranian people and the families
of terror victims will never forget the
bombings, assassinations, and murders
committed by this group.”

The families called on the Italian Par-
liament to reconsider its support for
the MEK and to adopt more just and
humanitarian policies. “Instead of rep-
resenting its own people and defend-
ing their rights, the Italian Parliament
has, regrettably, chosen an unjust and
inhumane path by supporting and re-
warding a notorious terrorist group and
its members,” the letter concluded. “It
is highly unlikely that the Italian peo-
ple and the voters who elected these
representatives would condone such
repulsive acts, which stem either from
ignorance or from complete disregard
for morality.”

The families of Iran’s terrorism victims
urged the Italian Parliament and its rep-
resentatives to cease their support for
the MEK and to redirect their efforts to-
ward serving their own citizens.

[ran’s special
envoy condemns
‘Shocking Syria

atrocities, de-
mands justice for

mmorities

Iran’s Special Envoy for Syrian Affairs,
Mohammad Reza Raouf Sheybani, has
condemned escalating violence in Syr-
ia’s coastal regions, labeling the atroci-
ties against civilians as “shocking” and
calling for international accountability.
In a series of posts on his official X
account on Tuesday, Sheybani em-
phasized Iran’s unwavering support
for Syria’s sovereignty while urging
decisive action against perpetrators of
violence.

“The intensity and massive scale of
atrocities against innocent civilians in
Syria’s coastal provinces are deeply
alarming,” Sheybani wrote, referencing
recent massacres documented in areas
like Latakia and Tartus.

“We extend our heartfelt sympathies to
the victims’ families and pray for their
resilience amid this tragedy.”

The envoy directly linked the violence to
broader regional destabilization, stress-
ing that “any act of violence targeting
Syria’s minority communities is utterly
reprehensible,” and insisting that those
responsible must face justice.

He echoed Iran’s position that Syria’s
interim government must prioritize

“serious and effective measures” to halt
bloodshed and prosecute orchestrators
of the violence, aligning with global ex-
pectations for accountability.

Sheybani reiterated Iran’s commitment
to Syria’s territorial integrity, warning
that prolonged instability would em-
bolden “the Zionist regime” and ex-
tremist groups, which were reportedly
involved in massacres in Alawite-ma-
jority areas. “Chaos in Syria only serves
terrorists and threatens regional peace,”
he noted, alluding to the dissemination
of graphic videos showing executions
and arson attacks in the Arab country’s
coastal regions.

Recent clashes between Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham (HTS)-aligned forces and op-
position groups have left over 1,000 ci-
vilians dead, according to the so-called
Syrian Human Rights Observatory.
Local reports describe militants dis-
carding bodies in remote areas to
conceal evidence, while eyewitnesses
appeal for international intervention.
“They film their crimes and celebrate
them—we demand a UN-backed inves-
tigation,” said one survivor, highlighting
the psychological toll of the conflict.
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