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Industry Ministry
prioritizes compre-
hensive development
plan for mining
sector

Iran’s Deputy Industry, Mining and
Trade Minister Vajihollah Jafari has
said implementing a comprehensive
plan for developing the country’s
mines is a priority of the ministry to
achieve the goals set for the mining
sector in the seventh National Devel-
opment Plan (2022-2027).

“The strategic plan has been formu-
lated in 17 paragraphs and its prior-
ities have been specified, but we are
facing time and resource limitations,”
Jafari told IRIB.

The Deputy Minister for Mines and
Materials Processing emphasized
the existence of some challenges in
the country’s mining sector and said:
“Some of these challenges can be
solved in the short term and some in
the long term with specific policies.”
“The processes for resolving current
issues should be changed in such a
way that the implementation of what
is expected in the mining industry,
such as the supply of currency and
machinery, will be facilitated,” he said.
Back in August, Head of Iran Mine
House (IMH) Mohammadreza Bah-
raman said the realization of the 13
percent growth in the country’s min-
ing sector set in the country’s seventh
National Development Plan requires
$50 billion of investment.
Bahraman, who is also the deputy
head of the Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (ICCIMA), emphasized that the
infrastructure of the mining sector
should be strengthened, saying: “The
7th Development Plan has predicted
a 13 percent growth for the mining
sector, while in order to achieve this,
50 billion dollars should be invested
in this sector.”

“One of the most important factors in
mining development is to pay special
attention to education because all the
workers in this sector must be famil-
iar with the rules and regulations,” he
said.

The official also underlined the need
for supporting investors in the min-
ing industry, adding: “Supporting
investment in the mining sector can
create new opportunities for the de-
velopment of the production sector,
employment, foreign exchange, and
business prosperity.”

Stating that special laws have been
formulated for the development of the
mining sector, he said: “Our country
has huge capacities in the field of
mining, and these capacities should
be used optimally.”

Iran is one of the top 10 mineral-rich
countries in the world. Having 15,000
mining areas, Iran has the sixth larg-
est zinc, seventh largest copper, ninth
largest iron ore reserves, and fifth
largest gypsum and barite reserves
globally. It also has three of the
world’s total lead and zinc reserves
and huge coal reserves. Other min-
eral products such as chromate and
manganese are also found in different
regions of Iran.

The total proven reserves of Iran’s
mines are estimated at about 60 bil-
lion tons, which is expected to reach
more than 100 billion tons with the
implementation of the Industry, Min-
ing, and Trade Ministry’s exploration
programs over 500,000 square kilo-
meters of new mineral zones.
Despite the country’s huge poten-
tial in this area, due to some issues
like the lack of necessary machinery
and equipment and the lack of ac-
cess to financial resources and for-
eign investment because of the U.S.
sanctions, the Iranian mining sector
has been struggling to operate at its
maximum capacity over the past few
years.

So, the government programs for
promoting this industry are mainly fo-
cused on relying on domestic sources
to help the mining sector overcome
its current problems and hit its ideal
targets.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Ira, Tanzama to expand co-op m agriculture, petrochemicals, tourism

Iranian  Agriculture  Minister
Gholamreza Nouri Ghezelcheh
announced about the expan-
sion of cooperation between
Iran and Tanzania in the fields
of agriculture, petrochemicals
and tourism.

Ghezelcheh who traveled to
Tanzania to attend the two
countries’ fifth Joint Economic
Committee meeting, said this
meeting is held after several
years of postponement, adding
that 11 documents have been
prepared in various areas of
the governmental and private
sectors, which will be finalized
and signed at the end of the
meeting.

“The Leader of the Islamic
Revolution and the president
emphasize on the development
of relations with Africa, and we
hope that the signing of coop-
eration documents will bring
these developing relations into
a new phase”, the minister fur-
ther emphasized.

During a meeting with Tanza-

nia’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Dennis Lazaro Londo, the Irani-
an minister called for the expan-
sion of economic ties with the
African country.

In the meeting, Nouri
Ghezelcheh emphasized the
necessity of expanding the re-
lations between the two coun-
tries in various fields and said:
“Iran and Tanzania have a lot
in common and the cultural in-
terests of both sides paves the
ways for the development of
relations.”

He said: “We prioritized the joint
committee of the two countries,
and in the new government,
this is the first joint committee
meeting to be held, and this
shows the interest of our coun-
try in developing relations with
Tanzania.”

Lazaro Lando for his part said
the visit of Iranian delegation to
Tanzania is expected to provide
the basis for the development
of communication between the
two countries.
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In mid-March, Iranian and Tan-
zanian tax officials have signed
the draft of an agreement to
eliminate double taxation on
income taxes and prevent tax
evasion with the presence of
the ambassador of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Tanzania.

As reported, the draft was
signed by Hossein Abdollahi,
director general of the Legal
Office and Tax Contracts of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and
William M. Moja, the acting
commissioner of the policy
analysis department of the Min-
istry of Finance of Tanzania.
According to Abdollahi, the two
sides have so far held three
rounds of negotiations to pre-
pare the mentioned agreement
for signing.

This agreement has various
goals such as the elimination
of double taxation in the two
countries, the attraction of di-
rect investment, further devel-
opment of economic relations
and expansion of tax coopera-

tion between the two countries,
exchange of information to
promote transparency in the
tax behavior of the parties, as-
sistance in tax collection, and
the provision of facilities, the
official explained.

The final signing and approval
of this agreement will be done
in the legislative assemblies of
the two countries in the near
future.

Tanzania is considered one of
the most important countries
in East Africa and Iran is taking
new measures to expand eco-
nomic ties with this country.

In late November 2022, Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) held the first exclusive
exhibition of Iranian products
and services in Tanzania in
collaboration with the Irani-
an Trade Center in the African
country to showcase the Islam-
ic Republic’s trade and export
capacities.

According to Ra’ed Mousavi,
the head of the Iranian Trade
Center in Tanzania, this exhibi-
tion was the most appropriate
platform to increase the knowl-
edge of East African countries,
especially Tanzania, about the
products, services, and techno-
logical advancements of Iranian
companies.

According to Mousavi, compa-
nies active in various fields in-
cluding the agricultural sector,
mines and industrial machinery,
construction, as well as med-
icine and medical equipment
participate in the first exclusive
exhibition of the export capabil-
ities of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Tanzania.

In mid-July 2023, Iran’s late
President Ebrahim Raisi also
took a visit to three African
countries of Kenya, Uganda,
and Zimbabwe.

Economic experts believe that
the president’s visit to Afri-
ca provided the basis for in-
creasing Iran’s presence in the
60-billion-dollar economy of
the African continent and will
increase the level of activity of
Iranian traders and business-
men in this continent.

Over the past 40 years, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has never
given up on its principled policy
towards Africa due to political
and cultural commonalities,
despite the sanctions, pressure,
and disruptions of the West,
and has always maintained it-
self alongside the people and
countries of Africa.

As reported, during the Iranian
calendar years 1384 and 1385
(March 2005-March 2007), the
relations between Iran and the
African continent increased in
terms of trade, but since 1386,
the economic relations between
Iran and Africa have decreased
due to the economic crisis and
cruel sanctions against Iran.
Surveys show that in the past
years, due to the lack of res-
toration of economic relations
with Africa, the amount of
trade with the countries of this
continent has remained at the
level of $1.2 billion, but ac-
cording to Mohammed-Sad-
eq Ghanadzadeh, the director
general of the Africa Depart-
ment of Iran’s Trade Promo-
tion Organization (TPQ), fa-
cilitating the trade route with
Africa is happening now and
it is expected that the trade
figure with this continent will
reach $10 billion in the next
three years.

In fact, good steps have been
taken to use Africa’s capaci-
ty, and Africa can be a suita-
ble market for Iranian goods,
Ghanadzadeh stated.

In a message following the martyrdom
of Yahya Sinwar, the political leader of
Hamas, Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
praised the Palestinian fighter as a sym-
bol of resistance and struggle, vowing
that the Resistance Front would remain
strong, despite the loss of prominent
figures like Sinwar.

The following is the full text of Ayatollah
Khamenei’s message issued on Satur-

Hamas 1s alive and will stay alive; Leader

day:

“In the Name of God, the Compassion-
ate, the Merciful

Dear Muslim Nations!

Dear courageous youth of the region!
The heroic mujahid, Commander Yahya
Sinwar, has joined his martyred com-
rades. He was a shining image of Resist-
ance and struggle. He stood with unwa-
vering determination against the cruel,
transgressive enemy, striking them with

his acumen and courage. He struck the
irreparable blow of October 7 [to the Zi-
onist regime] that will be remembered
as a part of the history of this region.
And then he ascended to the realm of
the martyrs with dignity and pride. For
one like him who had dedicated his life
to the battle against the usurping, cruel
enemy, anything less than martyrdom
would have been an unworthy fate.

Indeed, his loss is painful for the Re-

sistance Front. However, this front did
not halt its progress in the wake of the
martyrdoms of eminent figures such as
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, Fathi Shagagi,
Rantisi, and Ismail Haniyeh. Similarly,
it will not falter the least with the mar-
tyrdom of Sinwar either, God willing.
Hamas is alive and will stay alive.

As always, we will stand by the sincere
mujahideen and fighters, with God’s
help and guidance.

BRICS Business Forum welcomes over thousand expert representatives from member countries

— TMOINESS FQ
OCTOBER 1, MOSCow RUM

The BRICS Business Forum concluded
in Moscow. On the second day of the
forum, which took place on October
18, panel sessions were held featuring
business leaders from Brazil, Russia,
India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Iran,
the UAE, and Ethiopia.

During the discussions, the partici-
pants addressed prospects for BRICS
financial and investment coopera-
tion, international trade, and logistical
connectivity among member states.
They also explored the development
of agribusiness, the strengthening of
food security, the sustainable energy
transition, and the role of technologi-
cal cooperation in advancing the ESG
agenda.

Margarete de Castro Coelho, Head
of Administration and Finance at the
Brazilian Micro and Small Enterpris-
es Support Service (Sebrae), spoke
to TV BRICS about Brazil's proposal
to the New Development Bank (NDB)
to create special credit lines for small
business development.

“Small enterprises are inclusive, di-
verse, and innovative, and they can play
a crucial role in cooperation between
BRICS countries. Supporting small
businesses is extremely important, as
it can accelerate the development of the

member states,” she emphasized.

The Sebrae representative also noted
that it is a great honor for Brazil to take
the BRICS chairmanship next year. She
expressed confidence that investment
in small businesses would become a
key topic at the 2025 BRICS summit.
Following the panel sessions, a cere-
mony was held to honor the winners of
the BRICS International Best Practices
Competition—the BRICS Solutions
Awards. Svetlana Chupsheva, Director
General of the Agency for Strategic
Initiatives, one of the organizers of the

competition, announced the projects
that garnered the most interest from
the participants.

“The largest number of applications
was submitted for technological solu-
tions in artificial intelligence and digital
services, followed by projects in new
industries and energy. Third place went
to biotechnology and public health ini-
tiatives,” she reported.

Projects were also showcased in the
following categories: “Sky, Space,
and Communication Technologies,”
“Climate and Environmental Technol-

»ow

ogies,” “Cognitive Technologies and
the Creative Economy,” “Platforms And
End-to-End Solutions For Government
And Public Administration,” and “Com-
petencies And Staff Development.”
Among the competition winners were
representatives from Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and the UAE. One of the
winners, Joao Pedro Novochadlo from
Brazil, told TV BRICS that his compa-
ny develops technologies for people
with visual and hearing impairments.
Specifically, they created a device that
provides people with disabilities infor-
mation about city landmarks.

The BRICS Business Forum was held
as part of Russia’s presidency in the
group. It included participation from
over a thousand representatives of the
business community from the member
states.

Earlier that day, the forum’s plenary
session took place, attended by the
President of Russia, Vladimir Putin.
Video addresses were also delivered
by the leaders of Egypt, South Africa,
and Iran: Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi, Cyril
Ramaphosa, and Masoud Pezeshkian,
as well as the Prime Minister of Ethi-
opia, Abiy Ahmed. The day before, the
BRICS Business Council meeting was
also held.
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Iran’s trio islands
and claims of the
old colonist

The European Union and the
Persian Gulf Cooperation Goun-
cil issued a joint statement at
their summit on October 16,
2024, with two notable arti-
cles focused on Iran. This note
delves into the motivations
behind their inclusion in the
statement.

Following World War Il, as a
new world order emerged, a
war-torn Europe found itself
aligned with the United States,
the new superpower. Faced
with the devastation of war, Eu-
rope had little choice but to fol-
low America’s lead, striving to
maintain a liberal order against
the threat of communism while
protecting the continent. The
collapse of the Eastern Bloc and
the formation of the European
Union opened the door for new
possibilities, but the EU found
itself largely overshadowed by
the United States. To break free
from this shadow and assert its
power as a global player, the EU
sought to establish a stronger
presence in various regions of
the world, including West Asia.
West Asia holds significant ap-
peal for the EU, but the region
is already a crowded field. The
United States, China, and Rus-
sia have long been vying for
influence, each offering unique
benefits to secure their foot-
hold. In its quest for greater
acceptance and geostrategic
advantage, the EU is willing
to go to great lengths. Issuing
statements that challenge the
sovereignty of other nations
seems to come very easy to
them. While this may partially
explain the inclusion of Arti-
cles 45 and 46 in the EU-GCC
statement, the situation is more
complex than it appears.
Articles 45 and 46 of the joint
statement, which specifically
address Iran, use interesting
phrasing. They emphasize ad-
herence to international law, re-
spect for sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, non-interference
in internal affairs, and the rejec-
tion of force or threats. Howev-
er, recommending these prin-
ciples while Gaza and Lebanon
are drenched in blood appears
hypocritical, reminiscent of the
negative, long-term effects of
excessive alcohol consumption
on the brain.

The most significant issue
raised in the statement is the
accusation of “occupation”
against Iran. The term “occu-
pation” has historically been as-
sociated with one regime in the
region: the Zionist regime. Ac-
cusing Iran of occupation, while
ignoring the region’s numerous
border conflicts, suggests that
the EU is intentionally providing
breathing room for the Zionist
regime.

Arab leaders and public opin-
ion, witnessing the brutal ac-
tions of the Zionist regime and
its disregard for humanitarian
boundaries, are now question-
ing when the regime will turn its
aggression towards them. The
EU’s actions in this situation
only serve to deepen negative
perceptions and feelings of
threat towards Iran and the re-
sistance axis within Arab coun-
tries. While trying to convince
Arab nations to ignore the Zion-
ist regime’s ambitions of occu-
pation, the EU seems intent on
presenting a new, equally dan-
gerous occupier and for now it
has set its eyes on Iran.
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Non-oil export
from Alborz prov-
ince increases
30%

The volume of non-oil exports
from Alborz province increased
by 30 percent during the first six
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20-Sep-
tember 21), as compared to
the same period of time in the
past year, a provincial official
announced.

Mohammad Ansari, the direc-
tor-general of the province’s
Industry, Mining and Trade
Department, further mentioned
United Arab Emirates, Iraq,
Turkey, Afghanistan, Uzbeki-
stan, Somalia, Kenya, Pakistan,
Libya and Germany as the main
export destinations of the prov-
ince’s non-oil commodities in
the six-month period.
Mojtaba Abdollahi, the gover-
nor-general of the province,
has announced that non-oil
commodities valued at over $1
billion were exported from Al-
borz province in the past Iranian
calendar year 1402 (ended on
March 19).

As previously announced by the
head of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), the value of Iran’s non-
oil exports increased by 6.5 per-
cent during the first six months
of the current Iranian calendar
year, as compared to the same
period of time in the past year.
Mohammad Rezvanifar said that
the country exported 70 million
tons of non-oil products valued
at $25.8 hillion during the first
half of this year, also indicating
3.5 percent growth in terms of
weight, year on year.
According to the IRICA head,
Iran also exported $23.2 billion
of oil and $600 million of tech-
nical and engineering services
during the mentioned period,
boosting the country’s total ex-
ports to $49.6 billion.

During this period, the imports
reached $32.6 billion, including
$2.5 billion of gold bullion.
Stating that the country’s total
trade exchange during the first
half of the current year was
$82.2 billion, he added: “During
this period, the trade balance of
the country without oil and tech-
nical and engineering services
was 6.8 billion dollars negative,
and taking into account oil and
technical and engineering ser-
vices, it was 17 billion dollars
positive.”

“The average value per ton of
export goods increased by three
percent to $366 in the first six
months of this year,” he noted.
China with $7.2 billion, Iraq with
$5.2 hillion, United Arab Emir-
ates with $3.4 billion, Turkey
with $2.4 billion, Afghanistan
with $1.1 billion, Pakistan with
$1.0 billion, and India with $900
million were the main export
destinations of Iranian goods
during the mentioned period.
These seven countries account-
ed for 81 percent of the weight
and 82 percent of the total value
of Iran’s exports, according to
Rezvanifar.

The UAE with $10 billion, China
with $8.5 billion, Turkey with
$5.1 billion, Germany with $1.2
billion, the Russian Federation
and India with $800 million
each, and Hong Kong with $600
million were also the top sourc-
es of imports for Iran in the first
half of the current year.

China, UAE, and Turkey were
Iran’s top trading partners in the
mentioned six months, Rezvan-
ifar said.
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Hadi Choopan

= turned home on Saturday.
gets emOtlonaI “The Persian Wolf” won a silver

1 medal in the 2024 Mr. Olympia last
we_lcome n week held at the Resorts World
Sh“'az Theater in Las Vegas, NV.

katmg 12 Egos a Week
Didn’t Rarse Cholester-

ol Levels, New Study ’

Finds

Source:
By:

A small study finds that fortified eggs
may not increase cholesterol levels.
Gregory Adams/Getty Images

While eggs are a nutritious, lean source
of protein, they contain high amounts
of cholesterol. So do they fit in a heart-
healthy diet?

A new study suggests that, yes, moder-
ate consumption of eggs may be good
for your heart. However, experts caution
that people with existing heart disease
or diabetes should talk to their doctor
about what will work specifically for
them.

In the preliminary study, researchers
found that people who ate 12 fortified

eggs per week had similar cholesterol
levels after four months compared to
those who ate fewer than two eggs of
any kind per week.

Eating a dozen eggs didn’t affect cho-
lesterol levels

The study, which will be presented April
6 at the American College of Cardiology’s
Annual Scientific Session, involved 140
people 50 years of age or older who had
cardiovascular disease or were at high
risk for it.

Risk factorsTrusted Source for cardi-
ovascular disease include high blood
pressure, high cholesterol, obesity, and
diabetes.

-

The average age of participants was 66
years, around half were female, and just
over one-quarter were Black. Almost
one-quarter of participants had diabetes.
Researchers randomly assigned people
to eat either 12 fortified eggs per week
or to eat fewer than two eggs of any kind
per week. People could cook the eggs
however they liked.

Michelle Routhenstein, a preventive
cardiology dietitian at EntirelyNour-
ished.com, cautions that when eggs
are cooked at high temperatures, it can
result in higher levels of advanced gly-
cation end products (AGEs), which may
negatively impact heart health.

The gold medal went to Britain’s

il

Fortified eggs contain less saturated
fat and additional vitamins and min-
erals, such as iodine, vitamin D, sele-
nium, vitamin B2, vitamin B5, vitamin
B12, and omega-3 fatty acids. This is
accomplished by feeding hens a spe-
cial diet.

In the study, after following participants
for four months, researchers did not see
any adverse effects on cardiovascular
health among people who ate 12 fortified
eggs per week.

For example, blood cholesterol levels
were similar between people who regu-
larly ate fortified eggs and those who ate
few or no eggs.

Hundreds of fans poured into the
Shiraz Airport as Hadi Choopan re-

Samson Dauda and American
bodybuilder Derek Lunsford fin-
ished in third place.

Choopan has won a gold medal in
the 2022 edition as well as a gold at
the 2024 Arnold Classic.

The bodybuilder is one of the most
popular Iranian athletes.

People in the fortified egg group also
had a reduction in their total cholester-
ol level, insulin resistance scores, and
high-sensitivity troponin (a marker of
heart damage). They even saw an in-
crease in their vitamin B levels.

In addition, “there were signals of po-
tential benefits of eating fortified eggs
that warrant further investigation in
larger studies,” Nouhravesh said in the
release.

In particular, there were possible bene-
fits of eating fortified eggs among older
adults and those with diabetes, including
arise in HDL (“good”) cholesterol and a
decrease in LDL (“bad”) cholesterol.

The Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
Committee of Standards, Environment, Sustainable Development, and Water
held a meeting on Saturday to discuss the country’s environmental issues, the

ICCIMA portal reported.

During the meeting, the members of the mentioned committee stressed that
Iran needs to use international capacities to solve the problems of energy, en-
vironment and water imbalance and joining the Paris Agreement should not be

politicized.

Speaking at the meeting, Reza Padidar, the head of the mentioned committee,
said the private sector has seriously pursued participation in the 29th United

conference.”

Nations Climate Change Conference (COP).
“We have signed a memorandum of understanding with the Iranian Energy
Commission and the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Ag-
riculture (TCCIMA), and we are trying to raise Iran’s position in the mentioned

In this regard, the ICCIMA uses the experiences of previous years to pursue the *
Islamic Republic’s environmental demands in cooperation with the Department

of Environment in the COP.

“We hope to use all the available capacities for improving Iran’s environmental
conditions and preventing the increase in the earth’s temperature,” Padidar said.

[ran’s role m regtomal cooperation

Iran is hosting the IONS Com-
bined Naval Exercise in the
Pacific Ocean, with participa-
tion from several nations.
IONS (Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium) is a regional
platform established in 2008
to foster naval cooperation
and interaction among coun-
tries bordering the Indian
Ocean. The organization
includes 25 member states
and 8 observer countries.
Through its summits, work-
shops, and naval exercises
like IMEX, IONS strength-
ens regional collaboration in
maritime security, addresses
common threats, and pro-
motes mutual trust among its
members.

As a naval forum, IONS
plays a key role in enhancing
peace and stability in the In-
dian Ocean region. It allows
member states to engage
in constructive cooperation,

B

boosting security and synergy
in various sectors.

IONS has a strategic and vital
role in bolstering regional in-
teraction. It not only provides
a framework for military co-
operation but also serves as
a platform for defense diplo-
macy and productive engage-
ments at both regional and
international levels.

Here are some key benefits of
IONS:

1. Ensuring collective security
in the Indian Ocean region
Through exercises and meet-
ings, IONS enables countries
to better coordinate their ef-
forts to tackle shared threats
like piracy, drug trafficking,
and maritime terrorism. Given
that the Indian Ocean is one
of the world’s most vital trade
routes, its stability and secu-
rity are essential to the glob-
al economy. By focusing on
security challenges, member

countries aim to reduce mar-
itime threats and contribute to
collective security.

2. Strengthening military and
diplomatic relations

IONS provides a platform
for countries to deepen their
military cooperation through
naval exercises. These activi-
ties not only enhance military
relations but also improve
political and diplomatic ties
through security and dip-
lomatic dialogues. This is
particularly  significant  for
nations like Iran, which seek
to expand their international
engagement.

3. Building trust and reducing
regional tensions

IONS exercises and training
workshops offer opportu-
nities to build trust among
member countries. By facil-
itating close interaction be-
tween naval forces and organ-
izing joint maneuvers, nations
can strengthen their military
capabilities while reducing the
risk of military tensions. Such
cooperation helps prevent
conflicts and manage regional
crises.

4. Expanding non-military
cooperation and regional col-
laboration

Beyond military operations,
IONS encourages countries
to collaborate on non-military
issues, such as humanitarian
assistance, natural disaster

management, and emergen-
cy maritime rescues. Greater
cooperation in these areas
strengthens member states’
roles as key players in main-
taining regional security and
stability.

5. A platform for multilateral
defense diplomacy

IONS creates a broad network
of member and observer
countries, serving as a key
platform for multilateral de-
fense diplomacy. It allows
countries to pursue their se-
curity interests through mul-
tilateral dialogue and cooper-
ation, helping to strengthen
relationships with other na-
tions. This, in turn, enhances
regional relations and reduces
political and military tensions.
Strengthening regional coop-
eration is critical for maintain-
ing security and stability. By
working together, countries
can confront common threats
like piracy and terrorism,
while avoiding military con-
flicts. Regional collaboration
also promotes  economic
growth and secures trade
routes by ensuring the free
flow of goods and investment.
Additionally, nations are better
equipped to handle natural
and humanitarian crises, as
well as improve cultural and
social ties—contributing to
the region’s sustainable devel-
opment.

Iranian Energy Minister Abbas Aliaba-
di is going to visit China to attend the
third Belt and Road Energy Ministerial
Conference in Qingdao, East China’s
Shandong Province which is due to be
held during October 23-24.

Aliabadi is going to represent the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran at the confer-
ence on the official invitation of China’s
National Energy Administration, Mehr
News Agency reported.

Strengthening cooperation in energy
connection for greater diversity of
energy supply; advancing the overlap-
ping of different energy sources to bal-
ance energy transmission and securi-
ty; investing and building base load
energy sources to facilitate transition
to clean energy; development trends
in new technologies such as new en-
ergy storage (hydrogen energy, ad-
vanced nuclear energy technologies,
carbon capture, and application of
new technologies are among the sub-
jects that are going to be discussed
and explored in this conference.

The establishment of the secretariat of
the Belt and Road Energy Partnership
(BREP), the inauguration of a new

[ran’s eneroy mimister (o attend belt and
Road Eneray Ministertal Conference in China

working group of the BREP cooper-
ation network, the signing of the Belt
and Road Energy Cooperation Action
Plan for Green Development, the pub-
lication of small and smart interna-
tional practices in energy cooperation
and also the publication of the report
of the Belt and Road Energy Cooper-
ation Think Tank are also some of the
programs scheduled to be held during
this conference.

As reported, the third Belt and Road
Energy Ministerial Conference is main-
ly aimed at strengthening internation-
al communication and cooperation,
maintaining global energy security
and stability, and advancing the global
transition to clean energy.

With the theme of “Innovation for a
Common Energy Future”, the confer-
ence is going to bring together ener-
gy ministers from different countries,
foreign ambassadors residing in
China, heads of international energy
organizations, and senior represent-
atives from leading global energy
companies, financial institutions,
research institutions, and industry
associations.
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