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The victory of blood
over the sword

The world, especially the Islamic
world, has been facing a difficult
situation for a year in which the
space for the cemetery in Gaza is
getting less. However, the Israeli
barbaric acts are going on unabat-
ed.

Some time ago, when the repre-
sentative of Hamas in Pakistan
came to meet me, | put this ques-
tion in front of him and asked the
same question to the Arab journal-
ists as to why Hamas felt the need
to Tufan Al-Agsa operation.
Among the Palestinians, the over-
whelming idea is that the way Isra-
el is being recognized in the Arab
world, the Palestine issue would
only remain in the books. They be-
lieved Arab countries would in im-
itation and other Muslim countries
would stand in a row to recognize
Israel. An Arab journalist told me
that when a woman MP gave a
speech in favor of lIsrael in the
Parliament of Pakistan a few years
ago, we knew what apocalypse had
passed over our hearts.
Therefore, neither the West left
any way for us to survive and the
Arab countries were proving to be
just a wall of sand in front of Israel.
Because of this, we exploded im-
mediately and you can see that our
words proved to be true.

Also, Doomsday had passed on
the hearts of ordinary Pakistanis
following the speech made a few
years ago in the parliament in favor
of Israel because it is a settled mat-
ter in Pakistan that Pakistan stands
with its Palestinian brothers and
sisters and this is not a new or only
a specific government policy of any
political party. Rather, the father of
the nation, Quaid-i-Azam Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah, said that Israel is an
illegitimate state. And when, seven
years before the independence
of Pakistan, in 1940, the Muslim
League announced the beginning
of the movement for the creation
of Pakistan in a meeting held in La-
hore, the efforts to establish Israel
were condemned in a resolution.
Therefore, the state and public pol-
icy of Pakistan has always been in
favor of Palestine since the estab-
lishment of Pakistan.

Keeping this policy in mind, on the
first anniversary of the Tufan Al-Ag-
sa operation, an all-parties confer-
ence was held in the President’s
House of Pakistan under President
Asif Zardari and Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif. In the All Parties
Conference, the ruling and oppo-
sition parties participated and sent
a clear message that there is no
difference of opinion in Pakistan on
this subject. The political leadership
of Pakistan urged the government
to raise its voice in support of the
Palestinians at every forum.

The All Parties Conference unan-
imously demanded an immediate
ceasefire in Gaza. At the same time,
they were asked to mobilize for the
establishment of an independent
Palestinian state. In this regard,
Pakistan has decided to establish
a working group that would visit
Islamic countries as well as China
and Russia and try to convince
them to play their role. It is also
suggested that the working group
should visit America because the
absolute majority of people in the
United States oppose their gov-
ernment’s pro-Israel policies and
want an end to this human tragedy.
Some time ago, there was a very
effective protest in this regard in
American universities. It is very
important to discuss this topic with
civil societies around the world.
Since governments in powerful
countries have not been interest-
ed in talking about the situation in
Gaza over the last year, ignoring
their human duty and democratic
values, it is very important to focus
on civil society.

As world leaders prepare to
gather at the 2024 BRICS
Summit in Kazan, Russia, the
expanded BRICS is poised to
redefine the global landscape.
With official new members
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, UAE, and
invited member Saudi Arabia -
the bloc now represents nearly
40% of global oil production, a
quarter of the world’s GDP, and
two-fifths of global trade. This
growth marks a decisive step
in BRICS” ambition to amplify
the voice of the Global South,
and counter-balance \Western
economic dominance.

The expanded membership
unites countries facing similar
challenges. Iran’s participation
is particularly noteworthy, as
it marks President Masoud

BRICY and he Dawn of a New Era

Pezeshkian’s first visit to Russia
since taking office in July. Like
Russia, Iran is under sweeping
sanctions targeting its energy,
banking, and aviation sectors.
Tehran aims to use its BRICS
role to bolster energy trade and
economic cooperation while
navigating western sanctions.
Analysts suggest the bloc
could realign energy dynam-
ics between producers and
consumers, especially in Asia,
creating fresh opportunities for
downstream investment and
economic resilience.

“The economic  sanctions
imposed by Europe and the
United States on Russia, along
with the disruption of the Nord
Stream 2 natural gas pipeline,
have upset the balance of

supply and demand in inter-
national energy markets,” says
Professor Liu Jisen, Executive
President of the Institute for
African Studies at Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies.
He believes BRICS could estab-
lish a new, stable global energy
framework, providing an alter-
native that mitigates Western
containment efforts against
certain member states.

A New Economic and Finan-
cial Paradigm?

For official members and the
nearly 30 countries that have
applied to join, BRICS is seen
as a beacon of multilateral-
ism. Its efforts in reforming
the global financial and eco-
nomic architecture cannot be
overlooked. By late 2023, the

BRICS-led New Development
Bank (NDB) had allocated
nearly US$35 billion to over
100 projects, focusing on in-
frastructure and sustainabili-
ty. This development finance,
increasingly denominated in
local currencies like the Indian
Rupee and Chinese Yuan, is of-
fering a much-needed alterna-
tive to Western-led institutions
such as the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund. It
is also laying the groundwork
for a shift in the global curren-
cy system.

BRICS nations are already
working on creating their own
blockchain-based payment
and settlement system called
BRICS Bridge, seen as a “po-
litically neutral and technolog-
ically advanced” alternative to
SWIFT. There are also ongoing
discussions about a BRICS-
wide currency, potentially
pegged to gold and a basket of
BRICS members’ national cur-
rencies. However, it could take
until 2030 for these ideas to be
fully implemented.

China’s Influence and Vision
for a Shared Future

As the bloc’s largest economy
and strategic anchor, China
plays a pivotal role in shaping
the future of BRICS. A recent re-
port by the International Energy
Agency (IEA) suggests China is
likely to contribute almost 60
percent of all renewable capac-
ity installed worldwide between

now and 2030. The country is
demonstrating how climate
goals will not take a back seat
to economic expansion — a
new criticism regarding BRICS
members’ emissions-intensive
growth. Beijing’s expertise in
sustainable technologies, dig-
ital infrastructure, and invest-
ment capital aligns well with
the developmental needs of its
BRICS partners.

But China’s impact goes be-
yond economic ties. Its vision
of “a shared future for hu-
manity” offers a philosophical
foundation for BRICS’ growth.
Critics have argued that the
bloc’s diversity - spanning
different political ~systems,
economic models, and cultur-
al backgrounds - could make
it less cohesive or effective.
However, this diversity might
also be its strength, as it em-
bodies a core United Nations
principle: countries with var-
ying perspectives and de-
velopment models can - and
should- work together for
common goals.

The real test for BRICS will be
whether it can transform this
diversity into a united platform
that advances its members’
interests. If successful, BRICS
could establish itself as a
powerful alternative for global
governance, providing emerg-
ing economies with a genuine
voice in shaping international
rules.

Iranian director Marjan Khosravi's “Requiem for
a Tribe” will go on screen at the 28th edition of the
Ji.nlava International Documentary Film Festival,
which will be held in Jihlava, the Czech Republic, from

[raan’s “I{equlem fora Tribe” to compete at Ji.hlava ilm festival

October 25 to November 3.
The documentary is about a 55-year-old Hajar, who
has spent her entire life in the nomadic Iranian tribe
of Bakhtiari. She is betrayed and disappointed by her
closest family, who want to force her to settle down
and peacefully live out her life in the city. Although
the circumstances, including the patriarchal social
system, increasing urbanization and climate change,
are not in her favor, Hajar is not going to give up her
flock of sheep or her nomadic freedom.
In her extremely empathetic, partly personal docu-
mentary debut, director Marjan Khosravi creates a
portrait of a strong woman who, even in the face of  als.

turbulent modernity, does not want to let herself be
deprived of the most valuable things she has — mem-
ories, traditions, contact with nature and the joy of

free movement.

Ji.hlava International Documentary Film Festival is the
largest festival for creative documentary films with a
special focus on Gentral and Eastern Europe. It draws
attention to socially relevant projects that possess in-
novative style and imagery, as well as a certain depth
of reflection and confrontation. In addition, the festival
offers screenings dedicated to experimental cinema
and hosts various industry events for film profession-

Mehr Medlaﬁroup s1gns Mol with thua News Agency

The Iranian Mehr Media Group and
Xinhua News Agency of China have
inked a memorandum of understand-
ing for cooperation in the field of me-
dia and information.

The CEQ of Mehr Media Group, which
consists of Mehr News Agency and
English-language daily Tehran Times,
Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati, and Fu
Hua, president of Xinhua signed the
MoU with the aim of expanding media
cooperation between the two news
agencies, strengthening the exchange
of information, news and new media
technologies.

The MoU was signed on the sidelines
of the 6th World Media Summit that
opened in Urumgqi, the capital city of
northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Au-
tonomous Region, on Monday, Mehr
reported.

The memorandum creates a platform
for improving professional exchang-
es among journalists, facilitating the
sharing of media experiences, and
developing cooperation in the field of
media technologies. The signing of
the MoU shows the commitment of
both institutions to strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation and promote media
standards at the international level.
Moreover, the Persian version of Xin-
hua’s research report, which high-
lights China’s practice of a new devel-
opment format that underscores the
symbiotic relationship between hu-
manities and economy, was released
during the summit.

Titled “The Humanomics in the New

Era,” the report was originally pub-
lished in Chinese, English, French, and
Russian by New China Research, Xin-
hua’s think tank, during the 5th WMS
last year. It has now been translated
into Persian by Mehdi Kashefifard and
published by Mehr Media Group.

At the release ceremony, Mohammad
Mahdi Rahmati presented the Persian
edition to Fu Hua and said: “The re-
port offers fresh insights for countries
like Iran by introducing innovative
theories on the coordinated develop-
ment of the people, the culture, and
the economy. He said that the group
hopes to introduce more Chinese ex-
periences and solutions to the Iranian
people.

Themed “Artificial Intelligence and
Media Transformation,” the 6th
summit has gathered over 500 par-

ticipants from 106 countries and
regions, including representatives of
208 mainstream media outlets, gov-
ernment agencies, and international
organizations, which are engaged in
discussions highlighting the trans-
formative impact of Al on the global
media industry. They examine the
media’s evolving role and responsi-
bilities amid this technological revo-
lution.

In his keynote address at the opening
ceremony, Fu Hua said: “We should
proactively align with the technolog-
ical wave, closely track the advance-
ment of Al, particularly generative
technologies like ChatGPT and Sora,
and seize every opportunity for media
innovation”.

Describing opportunities and chal-
lenges that Al brings to media devel-

opment as “enormous, even disrup-
tive,” Fu underlined the importance
of “humans having the final say in
human-machine interaction”.

“We should move beyond ‘tech-cen-
tric thinking’ and effectively leverage
the initiative of editors and reporters,”
he said.

Fu said Xinhua is willing to work with
media peers to establish a transna-
tional, cross-regional Al media lab.
He emphasized the importance of
enhancing Al-related experience and
achievement sharing to help bridge
the “digital divide,” calling on global
media to set professional standards
to maintain journalistic ethics in the
Al era.

The summit has released a joint state-
ment emphasizing the importance of
rationally adopting Al technologies
while upholding journalistic ethics
and professional standards.

The statement called for enhanced
collaboration within the global me-
dia sector to share advancements in
Al development, thereby facilitating
high-quality development worldwide.
Besides Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati,
Chairman of the Board of Directors
of Mehr Media Group Ahmad Madahi
has also attended the event.

The 6th World Media Summit will run
until October 17.

Photo: The CEO of Mehr Media Group
Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati (L) and
Fu Hua, president of Xinhua News
Agency, at the signing ceremony in
Urumai, China, October 14, 2024.

Iranian culture
minister urges
Turkey to avoid
statements caus-
ing public discon-
tent

In a recent phone conversation,
Iranian Minister of Culture and
Islamic Guidance Seyyed Abbas
Salehi addressed concerns re-
garding statements made by cer-
tain Turkish media officials that
have caused disquiet among the
public in Iran.

“Such statements should be
avoided,” Salehi stated, em-
phasizing the urgency of unity
among Muslim nations amid
regional developments and the
escalating crimes of the Zion-
ist regime, Mehr reported on
Wednesday.

Salehi welcomed Turkey’s com-
mitment to enhanced cultural
relations, noting that “the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s fundamen-
tal foreign policy principle is
strengthening relations with its
neighbors, and among them, Tur-
key holds a prominent and signif-
icant position.” He highlighted
the existing strong political and
cultural ties and the opportunities
presented by the designated Year
of Iranian-Turkish Culture for fur-
ther collaboration.

Salehi pointed out that culture
provides a foundation for inter-
action and cooperation, stating,
“Iran and Turkey share many
cultural resources, and both
countries should benefit from
this shared potential.” He also ac-
knowledged recent initiatives in
media cooperation, affirming that
Iran is fully prepared to strength-
en these ties in alignment with
the interests and goals of both
nations.

In related developments, General
Director of Turkey’s state broad-
caster TRT Mehmet Zahid Soba-
ci, made controversial remarks
during an event last Thursday.
Referring to the organization’s
actions, he claimed, “We are in
a state of confusion and discom-
fort for Iran. We must do this,”
while announcing plans to launch
a Persian-language broadcast
by the end of the year as part of
TRT’s expansion into 41 foreign
languages.

During the conversation, Turkey’s
Presidency’s Director of Com-
munications, Fahrettin ~ Altun,
expressed his country’s commit-
ment to strengthening political
and cultural ties with Iran. He
emphasized the importance of
increased communication and
mutual understanding between
the two nations and referenced
the recent meeting between the
two presidents, where they high-
lighted the necessity to expand
ties in all sectors.

Altun regretted the recent state-
ments made by the Turkish me-
dia official, clarifying that “any
statement contradicting this has
no connection with the think-
ing and approach of the Turkish
President and government.” He
reiterated Turkey’s steadfast ap-
proach to enhancing friendship
and cooperation with Iran, noting
that even if challenges arise, they
can be addressed through dia-
logue and mutual goodwill.
The conversation concluded with
a shared commitment to ongo-
ing cooperation, underscoring
the importance of maintaining a
mindful approach toward media
environments and public opinion,
and ensuring that collaborative
efforts serve the interests of both
peoples.
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Israeli motive be-
hind deadly Leba-
non strikes

Over the past two weeks, question
marks have been raised about the
targets of Israeli airstrikes in Leb-
anon.

These suspicions grew when
the Israeli military bombed the
Christian-majority region of Ai-
tou in north Lebanon on Monday.
At least 22 people were Killed,
according to the Lebanese Red
Cross.

The United Nations human rights
office said many of the victims of
the Israeli strike on a building in
Aitou were women and children.
“What we are hearing is that
amongst the 22 people killed
were 12 women and two chil-
dren,”  spokesperson Jeremy
Laurence told a press briefing in
Geneva.

“We understand it was a four-sto-
ry residential building that was
struck. With these factors in
mind, we have real concerns
with respect to IHL [international
humanitarian law], so the laws
of war, and the principles of dis-
tinction proportion and propor-
tionality,” he said, calling for an
investigation.”

It marked the first time that this
particular region has been struck
since October last year.

The Israeli military has not com-
mented on the strike and it was
clear that there were no Hezbollah
targets in the Christian-majority
town of Aitou.

With rare exceptions, northern
Lebanon has been spared so far
from the Israeli bombardment of
Lebanon. Airstrikes have mostly
focused on the Lebanese capi-
tal's southern suburb, in some
instances central Beirut but most-
ly on regions east of Beirut such
as the Bekaa Valley and south of
the Capital city. On Tuesday night
an Israeli strike on the southern
village of Qana killed at least 15
civilians, Lebanon’s civil defense
agency has said.

Qana is in southern Lebanon
and the attack brought back dark
memories of the Israeli massacre
of Qana during the 2006 war that
killed many civilians with the ma-
jority of the victims — 15 — being
young children.

On  Wednesday, Israeli also
bombed the municipal building
of Nabatieh in southern Lebanon.
The Lebanese health ministry has
said the attack killed six civilians,
including the local mayor and
injured 43 others. The death toll
is expected to rise. But there has
been no evidence of any Hezbol-
lah target or that the building was
used to store weapons.

The Israeli military has bombed
more extensively than in the July
2006 war on Lebanon. This is
while the invasion attempts in the
south have proven to be a failure
in comparison to 2006 when the
Israeli occupation forces occu-
pied much larger territory in a
similar time frame.

According to experts, the Israeli
military has been instructed to
attack regions not just linked to
Hezbollah’s support base but
also areas that have absolutely
nothing to do with the resistance
movement.

This is despite no evidence being
offered by Tel Aviv of any Hezbol-
lah members or infrastructure
being present at the places being
currently bombed in Lebanon.
Not even the southern Lebanese
towns and villages have shown
unwavering support for Hezbollah
since 1982 in wide-scale street
demonstrations to support the re-
sistance movement against Israeli
aggression.
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Everything You Need to
Know Ahout Allerojes

Source:

By:

An allergy is an immune system re-
sponse to a foreign substance, or aller-
gen, that's not typically harmful to the
body. Symptoms and treatments may
vary depending on the type of allergy
you have.

The immune system is responsible for
keeping you healthy by fighting harmful
pathogens.

It does this by creating antibodiesTrusted
Source called immunoglobulin. There are
several types of immunoglobulins, which
fight against possible agents like bacte-
ria, viruses, parasites, and chemicals.
Immunoglobin E (IgE) is a type that re-
sponds to certain substances and causes
an allergic reaction.

Allergic reactions may involve a variety of
symptoms, ranging from mild inflamma-
tion to life threatening situations.

Keep reading to learn more about the
types, symptoms, and causes of aller-
gies, as well as how to treat them.

When to get inmediate medical atten-
tion

Sometimes, allergic reactions may cause
symptoms that could be life threatening,
known as anaphylaxis.

If you or someone you know suddenly
experiences any of the following symp-
toms, call 911 or get immediate medical
attention:

« swelling in the face, throat, and tongue
* dizziness, confusion, fainting

e difficulty breathing, swallowing, and
speaking

* wheezing or coughing

« skin discoloration, such as blue, pale,
or gray tongue

If you or the person has an epinephrine
autoinjector, use it immediately. The shot
counters allergic reactions until medical
help arrives and could be lifesaving.
Types of allergies

There are several types of allergies, ac-
cording to Allergy UK. These include:

« food allergies

« hayfever (allergic rhinitis)

e asthma

* atopic dermatitis (eczema)

The Israeli forces™ assault on Gaza has

|s|-ae| esca- escalated to a “horrifying level of atroc-
ity” as “northern Gaza is being wiped

Iates Gaza dS= off the map,” dozens of prominent
‘ = NGOs have said in a statement. “Under

sal“t to hﬂ"l' the guise of “evacuation,” Israeli forces
H L] have ordered the forced displacement
fvmg Ievel of an estimated 400,000 Palestinians

* skin allergies

» medication allergies

e insect bite allergies

Symptoms of allergies

Symptoms of allergies may depend on
several factors, such as the type and se-
verity of your allergy.

According to the American College of Al-
lergy, Asthma, and Immunology (ACAAI),
common allergy symptoms may include:
e congestion

° runny nose

* sneezing

e coughing

* fatigue

* headaches

e rashes, such as hives

° nausea

* vomiting

* fever

* wheezing

« difficulty breathing

Skin allergy symptoms

Certain skin symptoms may indicate an
allergic reaction.

trapped in northern Gaza, including Gaza

For instance, you may experience tingling
in your mouth after eating a food you're
allergic to. Or, you may experience an
allergic reaction if your skin comes into
direct contact with an allergen, known as
contact dermatitis.

Symptoms of skin allergies may include:
* rashes

* hives

« swollen, watery, or puffy eyes

* itching

* burning

Causes of allergies

It's still unclear why the immune system
causes an allergic reaction when a nor-
mally harmless foreign substance enters
the body.

However, researchers have identified
several factors that may contribute to al-
lergies, including:

e older age

* genetics

* hormonal changes, especially in people
assigned female at birth

e immunological factors, such as weak-

City. This is not an evacuation — this is
forced displacement under gunfire,” the
statement said, adding that since the be-
ginning of the month, no food has been
allowed in the area. “The world cannot
continue to stand by as the Israeli gov-
ernment commits these atrocities. Glob-
al leaders have both a legal and moral
duty to act now,” the statement said.

L

ened immune system

e gut microbiome changes

* having other allergies, such as atopic
dermatitis

How allergies are diagnosed

A doctor will first ask about your symp-
toms and perform a physical exam.

To confirm an allergy, they may order
several tests, including:

e Blood test: This can help detect the
presence of IgE, which are cells that react
to allergens.

* Skin prick test: Small amounts of an al-
lergen are pricked, brushed, or scratched
against your skin to see if there’s an aller-
gic reaction.

Allergy treatments

Avoiding the allergen that triggers the re-
action is the best way to prevent allergies.
If that's not possible, there are treatment
options available.

Medication

Immunotherapy

Emergency epinephrine

Natural remedies

Humilated by Hezbolfah: Israel turns to mdustry to help foil drone attacks

Israel is still reeling from the fallout of a drone attack carried out by
Hezbollah against one of its military bases near the port city of Haifa

at the weekend.

The Lebanese resistance movement hit the Golani Brigade’s base, an
elite Israeli infantry unit south of Haifa on Sunday. The aerial vehicle
penetrated Israeli air defenses undetected killing several soldiers and

injuring dozens of others.

The drone conducted its mission successfully without triggering Is-

rael’s alert systems.

Now, the regime of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has turned

baza and deep
pan i my heart

Until now, thousands of children, women
and aged people have been devoured by
death and millions have been rendered
homeless in the Gaza Strip. Should there
now not even be a word of condolence
for them?

| write this so as not to feel like a criminal
all my life. | dread that someday my con-
science will question my pen despairing-
ly and say:

You were picked up a thousand times
to write while thousands of oppressed
people cried out to you, when the help-
less called out to you for support, when
the injured called out for healing, when
the thirst of the thirsty remembered you,
when weeping eyes and the wails of the
helpless called out to you... You turned
away and left them alone! Where were
you?!

And if this happens, | will consider my-
self to be a part of this oppression.

| do not write this myself. What makes

months,”

me write this are those grieving moth-
ers in whose laps lie covered the lifeless
bodies of their innocent children; and the
souls of those suffering mothers and
their children who were being treated
at the hospital when another blast took
place and thousands of children along
with their mothers took flight to the
skies.

Also, these words are being written by
that innocent girl who died in the hospi-
tal blast. She knew her death was certain,
S0 she wrote down her heart-rending will
on a sheet of white paper. She writes:
“My shoes should be cleaned and giv-
en away to the poor; 45 shekels to my
mother from my pocket money. Also, 5
shekels for sister Zeinah, 5 for grand-
mother, 5 for brother Hashim....’

This girl who had nothing left with her,
was considerate towards others even
when she was dying!

Shrieks of innocent children that terror-

to industry to bolster his military’s ability to intercept aerial drones.
The Israeli Defense Ministry announced on Tuesday that it has
launched a competition among eight large and small companies.
“After analyzing the trial results, the Defense Ministry will select sev-
eral technologies to enter an accelerated development and produc-
tion process. This aims to deploy new operational capabilities within
it said.

The Hezbollah drone attack has turned the spotlight on Israel’s vul-
nerability which receives huge amounts of military equipment from
Western countries, in particular the United States.

ize one’s heart and sighs of pain coming
from the bodies of innocent dead people
are haunting my dreams and making me
feel helpless: looking at me with tear-
filled eyes and pointing thousands of
questions towards me as well!

These words are not being written by
Syed Iman Ahmad. Rather, these words
are being written by the “pen of humani-
ty”. And speaking in favor of humanity is
allowed by every system, every law and
every court upholds and supports it.
Now if this humanity is imprisoned,
then a question looms large for all of
us. And if this happens, then it is not
a victory for humanity. Rather, it will be
a victory for a satanic society and a sa-
tanic empire.

We, the followers of Imam Hussein (AS),
who sacrificed his six-month-old son Ali
Asghar in Karbala and saved humanity,
cannot at any age or time tolerate the
murderers of humanity.

People-to-people
exchanges: a key

{0 Belt and Road's
SUCCESS

Speaking at the 6th World Media
Summit in China, Mohammad Mah-
di Rahmati, the CEO of Mehr Me-
dia Group (which consists of Mehr
News Agency and English-language
daily Tehran Times), emphasized
the crucial role of people-to-people
exchanges in the success of the Chi-
nese Belt and Road Initiative.

He highlighted the importance of cul-
tural and human connections, along-
side economic benefits, in revitalizing
the ancient trade route at the summit
underway in Urumqi, China.

He noted that the Belt and Road In-
itiative seeks to revitalize ancient
trade routes and foster collabora-
tion. “The BRI is more than just an
economic concept,” Rahmati stated.
“It is a vision driven by China’s hu-
man-centered development model,
emphasizing the interconnectedness
of economy, culture, and people for
sustainable progress. The cultural
and human exchanges are perhaps
even more crucial than economic
benefits for the people of the Silk
Road.”

He stressed the significance of inter-
cultural dialogue and shared values
in strengthening the BRI. “When a
shared understanding and consensus

‘B%vﬁ.,ﬁ‘
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among the people regarding com-
mon values emerge,” he said, “the
Belt and Road Initiative will become
more deeply rooted, and cultural and
economic exchanges among partici-
pating countries will expand.”
Rahmati concluded by emphasizing
the importance of mutual learning
and respect among civilizations,
drawing upon the legacy of Zheng He,
the Chinese admiral and explorer who
sailed in the 15th century. “His influ-
ence in Iranian history is so profound
that he feels as though he was born
and lived in Iran,” he said, highlight-
ing the impact of cultural exchange.
“We have much to learn from one
another, and by fostering these con-
nections, we can keep the spirit of the
Silk Road, now manifested in the Belt
and Road Initiative, alive.”

He also underscored the significance
of supporting the Palestinian people’s
struggle for peace and dignity. “The
right of the Palestinian people to live
in peace, dignity, and without humil-
iation is paramount,” he stated. “As
long as people like Ziad Khaddash, a
Palestinian writer whose book vividly
portrays the humiliation and injustice
faced by his people, are alive, their
struggle will not be forgotten.”
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