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Ammar festival
honors resistance
journalists with

special award
The 15th edition of the Ammar
Popular Film Festival has dedicat-
ed a special award to journalists
who bravely report on resistance
movements, the organizers have
announced.
The award is named in honor of
prominent  Palestinian journalist
and activist Wafa Aludaini, who was
martyred along with her family in an
Israeli air strike in late September,
the secretary of the festival Marzieh
Hashemi said during a press confer-
ence held in Tehran on Saturday.
“Naming the special award after
Wafa Aludaini is a powerful symbol
of resistance. It reminds journalists
working toward a noble goal that
they may face danger and even mar-
tyrdom, yet they continue to bravely
pursue truth and justice. Therefore,
we invite everyone from around the
world to participate,” she added.
This special award will be given to
those journalists and media profes-
sionals who are doing investigative
work in Lebanon or Palestine, or
anywhere else in the world and have
been active in the field of documen-
tary and news, she explained.
“We are witnessing genocide in Gaza
and Lebanon, and the narrative is
crucial to wake people up. We need
documentary filmmakers to bring
this to attention of the world. Now is
the time to shine light on this issue
with great effort, while the Western
networks are doing the opposite.”
This festival aims to highlight voices
that often remain unheard in main-
stream media, providing a platform
for creators to share their cinematic
narratives with a broader audience,
she concluded.
In the main section of Ammar Pop-
ular Film Festival, filmmakers can
submit a variety of works, including
narrative films, documentaries, an-
imations, clips, television produc-
tions, internet programs, and inno-
vative video and image productions
utilizing artificial intelligence.
This year, the themes of the compe-
tition focus on the subjects such as
the “Global Upsurge of the Dispos-
sessed,” “New World Order,” “Vic-
torious Republic,” “Justice,” “Ira-
nian Dream,” “National Memory,”
“Economic Warfare,” and “Cultural
Warfare.” These topics underscore
the festival’s commitment to foster-
ing discussions surrounding justice,
freedom, and the rights of marginal-
ized communities.
Artists and filmmakers interested in
participating are encouraged to reg-
ister their entries by November 1.
The Ammar Popular Film Festival
seeks to showcase diverse artistic
contributions and support move-
ments that transcend borders
through art. The festival’s mission is
to amplify voices that challenge op-
pressive narratives and encourage
active engagement from all sections
of society.
Over its 14 previous editions, the
Ammar Popular Film Festival has
focused on elevating the voices of
people who have remained resilient
against agendas aimed at promoting
apathy and distortion. It regards art
as a vehicle for unity, urging individ-
uals to gather around the common
principles of justice and equity. This
year, the festival aims to further ex-
plore the dynamic interplay between
societal struggle and artistic expres-
sion, emphasizing that all communi-
ties, regardless of geographic, eth-
nic, or social boundaries, have a vital
role in creating and consuming art.
Ammar Popular Film Festival was
established in 2010 by a number
of Iranian revolutionary figures to
honor film and art products promot-
ing topics such as resistance and
revolution. It was named after Am-
mar Yasir, a close companion pf the
Prophete Muhammad (PBUH).
The 15th edition of the festival will
be held in Tehran and several other
Iranian cities in December.
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Safeouard international fairness and justi

The 23rd Meeting of the Coun-
cil of Heads of Government of
Member States of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO)
will be held in Pakistan. This will
be beneficial for delivering the
outcomes of the Meeting of the
Council of Heads of State, and
joining hands to build a more
beautiful home of the SCO.

This July, Chinese President Xi
Jinping attended the 24th Meet-
ing of the Council of Heads of
State of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization and delivered

an important speech. Presi-
dent Xi pointed out that, the
SCO founding members made
a historic decision to pursue
peaceful development, commit
themselves to good-neighborli-
ness and friendship and build a
new type of international rela-
tions, and the “Shanghai Spirit”
has become a shared value and
guiding principle for its member
states. The SCO family now has
26 countries, up from 6 mem-
bers in its early days, including
10 member states, 2 observer
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states, and 14 dialogue part-
ners. SCO member states now
account for nearly half of the
world’s population and about
one quarter of the global GDP.
It has grown into a compre-
hensive regional cooperation
organization that covers the
largest area and population in
the world. The SCO’s develop-
ment is a vivid illustration of the
Shanghai Spirit, and a clear ex-
ample of its strong vitality.

“A just cause finds great sup-
port, and a journey with many

Ild & heautiful home of the SC0

companions gets far.” President
Xi stressed that the fundamen-
tal reason that the SCO has been
able to withstand the test of the
changing international land-
scape lies in the fact that the
SCO members have remained
committed to the fine tradition
of solidarity and coordination,
adhered to the principles of
equality and mutual benefit in
cooperation, upheld the values
of fairness and justice, and
stayed broad-minded and in-
clusive and embraced mutual
learning. As the world is faced
with accelerating changes un-
seen in a century, human soci-
ety is again standing at a cross-
roads in history. It is of crucial
importance to the world that the
SCO stands on the right side of
history and on the side of fair-
ness and justice. China calls
for building common home
of solidarity and mutual trust,
peace and tranquility, prosperity
and development, good-neigh-
borliness and friendship, and
fairness and justice. We need
to bear in mind that we live in
a community with a shared
future, and always uphold the
Shanghai Spirit. We need to
stay firmly on the development
paths that suit our respective
national conditions and regional
realities.

China and Iran are both impor-
tant developing countries and
both adhere to true multilater-
alism. Since Iran successfully
joined the SCO one year ago,
it has actively participated in
various cooperation under the
SCO framework and achieved
fruitful results. Iran’s joining to
the SCO has injected new vitality
into it, which is in line with the
expectations of the international
community and the common
interests of emerging market
countries and developing coun-
tries.

Following the Astana summit in
July, China has formally taken
over the rotating presidency
of the SCO for 2024-2025 and
will host a summit in 2025 as
is the common practice. China
attaches great importance to
the presidency and has fully
started our work. China will use
the good opportunity of our ro-
tating presidency to work close-
ly with SCO partners including
Iran in political, security, eco-
nomic and cultural areas, give
full play to the SCO’s role as a
shield of security, a bridge of
cooperation, a bond of friend-
ship and a force for good in the
region, and contribute more to
the peace, stability, develop-
ment and prosperity of the re-
gion and beyond.

nof 12.8m tons of GHG m H

in the construction of new renewable

Generating electricity from renewa-
ble sources prevented the emission
of 12.8 million tons of Green House
Gases (GHG) in Iran during the first
half of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20-September 21), according
to the Iranian Energy Ministry.

As reported, the provinces of Khuz-
estan, Bushehr, Chaharmahal-Bakh-
tiari, Tehran, Kermanshah and llam re-
spectively had the highest production
of clean energy among the provinces of
the country, IRNA reported.

Last week, Iranian Energy Minister
Abbas Aliabadi said the capacity of
the country’s renewable power plants
is going to be increased by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year (late
March 2025).

Speaking at a meeting of the Parlia-
ment Energy Committee, Aliabadi said
that each renewable power plant with
one kilowatt hour capacity(kWh) pro-
duces 1,800 kilowatt hours of electric-

Renewables prevent emissio

ity in a year.

The minister expressed hope that the
country’s power generation capacity
will be increased by 6,000 MW by the
end of the current Iranian year.

In late July, Hea of Iran’s Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency Organ-
ization (SATBA) Mahmoud Kamani
said 600 renewable power plants with
a total capacity of 13,500 megawatts
(MW) are under construction across
the country and with these power
plants going operational the share of
renewables in Iran’s power generation
will reach 15 percent.

“We hope that by implementing these
power plants, the share of renewable
energies in Iran’s electricity production
will increase to more than 15 percent in
the next two years,” Kamani said.
Based on the Energy Ministry data, re-
newables, currently, account for nearly
seven percent of the country’s total
electricity generation capacity.

Of the country’s total renewable capaci-
ty, 44 percent is the share of solar pow-
er plants while the share of wind farms
stands at 40 percent and small-scalded
hydropower plants generate 13 percent
of the total renewable capacity.

Earlier that month, SATBA reported that
the capacity of Iran’s renewable power
plants has reached 1,199.71 MW.
Over the past few years, the Iranian
government has taken serious meas-
ures to accelerate the growth and de-
velopment of renewable energies in the
country.

Diversification of financing models
for renewable projects, increasing
the ceiling of guaranteed -electricity
purchase, providing the possibility of
buying and selling renewable electricity
in the green board of the Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX) and providing the
possibility of exporting renewable elec-
tricity have been the most important
measures taken for this purpose.
Iranian Energy Ministry has also put it
on the agenda to add 10,000 MW to
the capacity of the country’s renewable
power plants by the end of the current
government’s administration (August
2025).

Considering the fact that the country’s
renewable power generation capacity
stood at about 800 MW when the cur-
rent government took office in August
2021, the mentioned increase in re-
newable energy capacity would mean
a 13-fold rise.

Back in January 2022, the Energy Min-
istry and some of the country’s private
contractors signed memorandums of
understanding (MOU) for cooperation

power plants across the country.

The members of Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (ICCIMA) Energy Committee have
called for attracting foreign investment
to develop the country’s renewable
power plants.

During a meeting, the members of the
mentioned committee emphasized that
it is possible to use the capacities of
foreign investors with proper planning
to develop the country’s renewable
sector.

“We must prepare a development
roadmap for the country’s renewable
energy industry [and to this end] we
need joint investment,” a committee
member said in the meeting.

Also, the mentioned committee and
Iran Renewable Energy Association,
held a press conference on the occa-
sion of the Six Conference of Iran Re-
newable Power Plants, which was held
on October 1 and 2.

Issues related to the renewable ener-
gy sector were discussed in the press
conference, held at the place of ICCI-
MA on Saturday, participated by Arash
Najafi, the chairman of ICCIMA Energy
Committee, Davoud Madadi, the head
of Iran Renewable Energy Associa-
tion, and Mohammad-Amin Zanganeh,
the secretary of the association, who
talked about the power imbalance in
the country, the problems in the field
of renewable energy and the solutions
ahead.

They said that solving the problems of
the renewable sector requires the crea-
tion of stable financial resources.

New passenger rail service to connect Tehran to Turkey's Van

Newly appointed head of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Railway (known as RAI) has said a new passenger
rail line is going to be launched between Iran’s capital
Tehran and Turkey’s eastern city of Van.

News Agency reported.

holidays.

Jabar-Ali Zakeri said RAI is taking new measures to
expand the country’s passenger railway fleet, Tasnim

Iran and Turkey had already launched a passenger rail
line between Tehran and Van in 2019 but it was sus-
pended due to some geopolitical issues.

Located near the Iranian border, Van is a tourist at-
traction for its natural wonders and historic monu-
ments. Over the years, it has become a top destination
for Iranian tourists, especially during Iranian national

Iran exported non-oil goods worth $2.4 billion to Tur-
key in the first half of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20-Septemebr 21). As reported, Turkey was
the fourth export destination of Iran among its other

neighbors during the six-month period.

As reported, Turkey was the fourth export destination

of Iran among its other neighbors during the six-
month period.

Iran also imported commodities worth $5.1 billion
from Turkey, which made the country the third source
of import for Iran in the first half of the year.

In early July, Director of Asia and the Pacific Office
of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines

and Agriculture (ICCIMA) International Affairs De-

partment Niloufar Asadi said a Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) between Iran and Turkey should replace the pre-
vious trade agreements between the two countries to
boost economic exchanges.
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Tehran exhibit of
Chinese arts cel-
ebrates centuries
of exchange along
Silk Road

A loan exhibition showcasing
selected works of Chinese art
and culture was inaugurated in
Tehran on Saturday evening,
marking centuries of trade and
cultural exchange along the Silk
Road.

The event, held at the Malek
National Library and Muse-
um, drew prominent attendees
from both countries, including
Hu Muging, the president of
the Shanghai Art Collection
Museum, Amir Khorakian, the
president of the Malek National
Library and Museum, and Cong
Peiwu, the Chinese Ambassa-
dor to Iran.

The exhibition, titled “Endless
Clouds of the Silk Road,” will
run until November 10, featur-
ing a carefully curated collection
that reflects centuries of cultural
interaction along the ancient Silk
Road. On display are paintings
created by Chinese artists, man-
uscripts by renowned Chinese
authors, and ancient coins used
in Silk Road trade, all of which
highlight the profound historical
ties between the two nations.
During the opening ceremony,
the Chinese envoy emphasized
the deep historical relationship
between China and Iran.

He noted that such historical
ties have created a solid founda-
tion for the two countries’ pres-
ent cultural exchanges.

The successful holding of the
exhibition will inject new vitality
into cultural exchanges between
China and Iran, providing more
support for the deepening of
friendship between the two
countries, the ambassador add-
ed.

A visitor takes photos during an
exhibition of selected works of
Chinese art and culture at the
Malek National Library and Mu-
seum in Tehran, Iran, Oct. 12,
2024. (Xinhua/Shadati)
Khorakian, for his part, echoed
the ambassador’s sentiments,
noting that despite the great
distance between the two coun-
tries in ancient times, the bonds
of cultural exchange have re-
mained unbroken for thousands
of years.

“In the vast political landscape
of the world, only a handful
of countries can take pride in
millennia-old civilizations rich
in culture. Iran and China are
among those few,” Khorakian
said.

He also highlighted the histori-
cal significance of the Silk Road
in Iranian culture. “In ancient
Iranian thought, China was re-
garded as the farthest and most
inaccessible part of the world,”
he said, quoting a well-known
saying attributed to the Prophet
of Islam: Seek knowledge, even
if it is in China.

This reverence for knowledge
and connection, he emphasized,
has driven the historical friend-
ship between the two nations.
Hu, also addressed the audi-
ence, expressing his enthusi-
asm for the cultural partnership
between China and Iran.

The Shanghai Art Collection
Museum has been at the fore-
front of international cultural
exchange, particularly along the
Silk Road, Hu said.

He added that the cooperation
between his museum and the
Malek National Library and Mu-
seum was a pivotal step in ex-
panding the reach of Chinese art
to Iranian audiences.
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Restoration of
wooden doors
at 14th-century
Varamin mosque
begins

The restoration of the wooden
doors of the Jameh Mosque
of Varamin has officially com-
menced, marking a significant
step in the extensive renovation
of the 14th-century place of
worship.

According to reports from the
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Department of Var-
amin, the restoration project is
now entering a new phase with
the establishment of a technical
and operational workshop for
the preservation work.

On Friday, Mohammadreza Ta-
jik, head of the department, em-
phasized the importance of this
national heritage site. “This initi-
ative is part of a comprehensive
restoration plan for the Jameh
Mosque of Varamin,” he stated.
Tajik noted that the first phase of
the restoration involved clean-
ing and reinforcing the tiles and
inscriptions on the mosque’s
southern portico. The second
phase, which focuses on the
wooden doors on the north-
ern and eastern sides of the
mosque, has officially begun.
With dedicated efforts from the
contractors, the restoration is
expected to be completed with-
in ten days.

The Jameh Mosque, a signif-
icant religious and historical
landmark, is listed among Iran’s
national heritage sites, under-
scoring the importance of its
preservation for future genera-
tions.

According to the official, the
Jameh Mosque of Varamin is an
example of a four-iwan mosque,
featuring an inscription dat-
ed 722 AH (1322-23 CE). Its
construction began under the
order of Sultan Muhammad
Khodabandeh (Oljeitu) and was
completed during the reign of
Sultan Abu Sa’id Bahadur Khan,
the last ruler of the llkhanid dy-
nasty, a division of the Mongol
Empire that encompassed the
present-day countries of Iran,
Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Arme-
nia, as well as parts of Iraq, Tur-
key, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.
“The mosque showcases exqui-
site craftsmanship in brickwork,
tilework, stucco with Islamic
designs, and calligraphic in-
scriptions, reflecting the highest
levels of artistry and beauty.”
The terms “Jameh Mosque”,
“Masjed-e Jameh” and “Friday
Mosque” are used in Iran for
a grand communal mosque
where mandatory Friday prayers
are performed: the phrase is
used in other Muslim countries
but only in Iran does it designate
this purpose.

Until 1220s, Varamin was an
agricultural center of Ray, which
is now situated in southeast of
mother Tehran.

The raiding of Ray by the invad-
ing Mongols caused a flux of
migration and economic growth
during the subsequent llkhanid
rule. Thus, Varamin developed
into an urban center.

A Vizier of llkhanid Abu Sa’id,
named Yusuf Quhadhi built the
Jameh Mosque of Varamin.
Other significant monuments
from this era, include mausole-
um of Imamzadeh Yahya, Alad-
din Tower, Imamzadeh Shah
Husayn, and Sharif mosque.
At the turn of 14th century,
Varamin started to decline due
to Timurid Empire armies’ in-
vasions.
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840km of high-

wavs to be gurated across Iran by the end of
. the current Iranian calendar year
|naugurat8d (late March 2025), the managing

director of Iran’s Construction and
dacross |I‘all bv Development  of  Transportation

late Mar. 2025

Some 840 kilometers of roads and
highways are going to be inau-

Infrastructures Company (CDTIC)

announced.

According to Kheirollah Khademi,
there are about 400 kilometers of
traffic bottlenecks along the coun-
try’s highway network, which will be
resolved with 70 trillion rials (about
$140 million) of investment, Tasnim
News Agency reported.

Natural and Home Remedies

or Sagomg Breasts

Source:

By:

As you age, it's natural for the shape of
your breasts to lose elasticity and droop.
While you can’t restore the original curve
of your bust, chest exercises, diet, and
bra support can minimize sagging.
Breasts can vary greatly from person
to person. Size, shape, and color are
traits that are inherited from genes. But
through the course of a woman’s life, her
breasts will also constantly change and
develop.

Breast tissue is made mostly of fat cells,
glandular tissue, and ligaments that ex-
tend from the collarbone to the under-
arm and across the center of the chest.
Glands called lobules produce milk that
women use to feed their newborn chil-
dren.

Find out why breasts sag as you get old-
er, and what you can do to strengthen
chest muscles, improve skin elasticity,
and minimize sagging.

Sagging breasts

As time goes by, it's natural for the origi-
nal shape of the breasts to lose elasticity
and droop. This is extremely common
but can be a source of anxiety for some
women.

In fact, breast “ptosis” — the medical
term for sagging — is one of the most
common conditions treated by plastic

be

ljing

surgeons.
Not everyone has the means or the desire
to surgically alter their appearance, but
surgery isn’t necessary to begin making
positive changes to improve your bust.
There are a variety of natural remedies
and lifestyle changes you can adopt to
help prevent or minimize the effects of
sagging.

What causes sagging breasts?

The most common cause of sagging
breasts is simply the passage of time.
Regardless of who you are or what you
wear, time and gravity will cause your
skin to become weaker and less elastic.
However, young women might experi-
ence sagging breasts as well. Aside from
the passage of time, there are a number
of additional reasons why sagging may
occur:

e Multiple pregnancies cause the lig-
aments that support your breasts to
stretch and droop as they get heavier to
support your baby.

* Smoking causes skin to lose its flexibil-
ity and strength.

e Larger, heavier breasts are more likely
to sag over time.

* Extreme weight loss can drastically al-
ter chest shape and breast appearance.

* Being overweight causes the skin and

breast
tissue to
stretch and
droop.

« Qverexposure to the
sun’s UV rays break down
collagen and elastin.

« Menopause causes hormonal
changes that affect skin elasticity.
* Extreme, high-intensity strenu-
0US eXercise can cause connec-
tive tissue to break down.

* Gertain illnesses, such as breast cancer
and tuberculosis can weaken tissue and
breast support.

Natural remedies for sagging breasts
You can never fully restore the original
size and shape of your breasts, but you

can take certain measures to improve the
lift and strength of your bust.

These measures include:

° eXercise

e diet and nutrition

* posture

e support

The outlook

It's completely normal to experience sag-
ging in your breasts. It can be caused by
a variety of causes that range from ge-
netics to diet to lifestyle.

By taking better overall care of your
body, you can improve skin elasticity and
strength, which can minimize the effects
of sagging.

hosts Iran-China Friendshp Association meeting

The 15th annual meeting of Iran-China Friend-
ship Associations was held in Beijing on Saturday,

Tasnim News Agency reported.

The meeting was co-chaired by the head of Iran-Chi-
na Friendship Association Alaeddin Boroujerdi and
Yang Wanming, the president of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Coun-

tries (CPAFFC).

Speaking at the meeting, the chairs pointed to the
friendly and growing relations between the two

\011-0i

The value of Iran’s non-oil exports to
Russia rose 12 percent in the first six
months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-September 21) com-
pared to last year’s first half, the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA) data showed.

According to the mentioned data, Iran
exported 1.3 million tons of commodi-
ties worth over $494 million to Russia
in the first half of the current Iranian
year, IRIB reported.

Non-oil exports to the Russian Feder-
ation also increased by 20 percent in
terms of weight.

The main exported goods to Russia in
the first half of this year include bell
pepper, polystyrene and shelled pista-
chios, which accounted for 5.9 percent,
5.8 percent and 4.9 percent of the coun-
try’s total export value, respectively.

In the first half of the current Iranian
year, foreign transit through Iran from
Russia reached 526,000 tons with a
growth of 17 percent, and foreign tran-

orts o Russii

f

sit to Russia was 56,000 tons, which
decreased by 18 percent.

The Islamic Republic had exported
2.2 million tons of commodities worth
$965 million to Russia in the previous
Iranian calendar year (ended on March
20), which also registered a 54-percent
increase in weight and a 28-percent rise
in value.

The main Iranian products exported to
Russia in the previous year were fresh
or dried pistachios, ordinary non-ex-
pandable polystyrene, fresh kiwi and
synthetic fibers, and other types of pol-
yester.

Iran and Russia have been taking seri-
ous steps to boost their mutual trade
over the past few years.

In late January, Iran’s late President
Ebrahim Raisi said that the Islamic
Republic and Russia have reached an
agreement to boost the trade between
the two countries up to $10 billion.
“We agreed to remove trade barriers
and boost the economic exchanges be-

countries and expressed their views on issues relat-
ed to bilateral relations and some of the most impor-
tant regional and international issues.

Talking to the press after the meeting, Boroujerdi
expressed gratitude to the Chinese side for hosting
the joint meeting and holding a magnificent interna-
tional gathering on the occasion of the 70th anni-
versary of the establishment of the CPAFFC, saying:
“The growing trend of good and friendly relations
between Iran and China is the product of the mutual

¢ [2% m 6 months on year

tween the two countries. Currently, the
level of mutual trade is not acceptable,
so the two countries agreed to increase
trade to $10 billion a year,” Raisi said
on January 21, upon arrival to Tehran
after a two-day visit to Moscow.

He also noted that the two sides also
discussed monetary and banking is-
sues during his talks with Russian of-
ficials.

The two countries also agreed to iden-
tify mutual agricultural capacities as
well as suitable areas for the exchange
of agricultural products in order to in-
crease the level of trade in the agricul-
tural sector, according to the official.
He went on to say that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran has very good capacities
in the field of transit and transportation,
saying: “During this visit, it was agreed
to activate the north-south corridor.
This transit route will make the time
and distance of transiting goods from
Russia and different northern countries
to the southern regions much shorter.”

will of the leaders of the two countries.”

At the end of this joint meeting, Boroujerdi and
Wanming signed a memorandum of understanding
for expanding cooperation between Iran and China
friendship associations.The 14th joint meeting of
the Annual Iran-China Friendship Associations was
held in Tehran last year (2023).

Boroujerdi and First Vice Chairman of the Iran-Chi-
na Friendship Association Mehdi Nadi attended the
international conference on the occasion of the 70th

anniversary of the CPAFFC establishment which
was held on Friday October 11 in the presence of
a group of high-ranking officials of the People’s Re-
public of China.During the visit to China, members
of Iran-China Friendship Association delegation also
meet with Iranian Ambassador to Beijing Mohsen
Bakhtiar at the venue of the Iranian Embassy.
During another trip to Guangzhou, the Iranian dele-
gation meet and held talk with the Consul General of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in this city.

Iran exported 596,000 tons of sponge
iron worth $146 million during the
first six months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20-September
21), according to the data released by
the Iranian Steel Producers Associa-
tion (ISPA).

As ISPA reported, the country had
exported 903,000 tons of the prod-
uct worth $232 million in the first six
months of the past year.

Sponge iron export fell 37 percent
in terms of value, and 34 percent in
terms of weight, in six months, year
on year. Direct reduced iron (DRI),
also called sponge iron, is produced
from the direct reduction of iron ore
(in the form of lumps, pellets, or
fines) into iron by reducing gas or el-
emental carbon produced from natu-
ral gas or coal. Many ores are suitable
for direct reduction.

While Iran is fighting the U.S. severe
sanctions on its economy, and the

Sponge ron export stands
il SH46m in 6 months

country’s different industrial and eco-
nomic sectors have been affected by
the limitations and difficulties caused
by the sanctions condition, the coun-
try’s mining sector is moving forward
noticeably, overcoming such barriers.
Among the mining sector’s different
products, sponge iron is an outstand-
ing example, as the production of this
item is rising more and more in the
country.

Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organi-
zation (IMIDRO), Iran’s largest metals
and mining holding, has stated that
one of the most important reasons
for the increase in sponge iron pro-
duction in Iran is the establishment of
new sponge iron plants, adding that
in recent years, with its new strategy
and with the participation of the pri-
vate sector, the organization has been
able to launch several projects to pro-
duce sponge iron.
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