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Iran’s exports to Turk-
menistan rise nearly
15% in H1

The value of Iran’s export to Turk-
menistan increased 14.6 percent in
the first half of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20-September
21) compared to the same period in
the previous year, according to the
spokesman of the International Rela-
tions and Trade Development Com-
mittee of Iran’s House of Industry,
Mining and Trade Ruhollah Latifi.
Ruhollah Latifi said that Iran export-
ed 702,000 tons of commodities
worth $239.879 million to Turkmen-
istan in the six-month period, which
was also 12.1 percent more than the
previous year in terms of weight,
IRIB reported.

Agricultural and food products,
medicine, household appliances,
construction materials, electrical ap-
pliances, industrial equipment, plas-
tic, consumer goods, and machinery
were among the goods exported to
Turkmenistan in the mentioned peri-
od, Latifi said.

Based on customs data, Iran also im-
ported 10,000 tons of goods valued
at $12,285,660 in the first half of the
current Iranian year, and the main
imported goods were textiles, cloth,
and yarn.

According to the official, Iran ex-
ported 1.359 million tons of com-
modities worth $445.17 million to
Turkmenistan in the previous Iranian
calendar year, most of which were
agricultural and dairy products.
Last year, more than 38,000 tons
of goods valued at $38.657 million
were also imported from Turkmeni-
stan, he added.

Turkmenistan’s total imports in 2023
stood at about $3.5 billion, of which
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s share
was $445 million. According to Lati-
fi, Iran accounted for about 12.5 per-
cent of Turkmenistan’s market share
in 2023.

Back in August, customs officials
from Iran and Turkmenistan agreed
to enhance customs cooperation
and also the volume of the trade ex-
changes between the two countries.
In a meeting held between the Head
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration (IRICA) Mo-
hammad Rezvanifar and the Chair-
man of the State Customs Service of
Turkmenistan Maksat Khudaikulyev
in Tehran, the two sides emphasized
expanding and broadening coopera-
tion in various fields.

In this meeting, the IRICA head ex-
pressed his satisfaction with the
increase in the volume of trade ex-
changes between the two countries
and stated that Iran and Turkmen-
istan exchanged 1.4 million tons of
products, valued at $450 million in
the previous Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2023 to March 20, 2024).
Rezvanifar pointed out that bilateral
meetings between the traders and
officials of the two countries will
play an effective role in increasing
the volume of trade between the two
sides and called for setting up such
meetings.

The chairman of the State Customs
Service of Turkmenistan, for his part,
welcomed the development of trade
exchanges between the two coun-
tries in recent years, adding that the
trade volume between Iran and Turk-
menistan is on an upward trajectory.
Maksat Khudaikulyev called for the
exchange of experiences and the
development of educational-training
cooperation between the customs of
the two countries an offer that was
welcomed by the head of Iran’s cus-
toms chief.

The borders of the two countries
have great potential and Turkmen-
istan Customs Office is ready to
provide customs services at Sarakhs
border crossing around the clock, he
stressed.

During the meeting, the two sides
decided to hold expert-level meet-
ings between the two countries with-
in the next month.

[ran, BAEU PTA Ieroes eustoms tarlff s on 8¢% of exchanged goods

The head of Iran’s Trade Promo-
tion Organization (TPO) said on
Thursday that the preferential
trade agreement (PTA) between
Iran and the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) has canceled cus-
toms tariffs on 87 percent of the
goods exchanged between the
two sides, IRNA reported.
Mentioning the fact that the two
sides are currently finalizing a
free trade agreement (FTA) as
well, Mohammad Ali Dehghan
Dehnavi said: “The free trade
agreement with the member
countries of Eurasia will facilitate
and increase the volume of our
trade exchanges.”

According to Dehghan Dehna-
vi, Iran’s observer status in the
EAEU has also been approved

and will be officially announced
at the union’s next assembly.
Reducing costs, creating oppor-
tunities for joint ventures, and
creating new markets have been
achieved through foreign trade
agreements, he said.

Earlier this month, Dehghan
Dehnavi said the Islamic Re-
public’s trade with the EAEU has
increased by 2.5 times over the
past four years.

“Four years ago, we entered a
preferential trade agreement
with Eurasia, and tariffs on ex-
ported goods were reduced or
zeroed, during this period, the
trade with the member coun-
tries of this union has increased
2.5 times,” he said in a meeting
with the members of the Tehran

Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture
(TCCIMA) on October 6.

The official said the FTA with
EAEU has been reached and is
being pursued by the members
of the union to be implemented.
“We also signed the free trade
agreement with the members
of the Eurasian Economic Union
and the agreement is under revi-
sion by the parliament. Three of
the five Eurasian member coun-
tries have already approved the
agreement,” the official said.
“Eurasia is Iran’s first major ex-
perience in free trade based on
which 87 percent of tariffs [on
export goods] are removed,
businessmen must prepare
themselves for new competi-

tion in this market. Besides, the
EAEU member countries also
want to supply their goods to
Iran,” he added.

The Eurasian Economic Union
was established in 2015 at the
initiative taken by the Russian
Federation, Kazakhstan, and
Belarus.

Afterward, the Republic of Ar-
menia and Kyrgyzstan joined the
Union.

Iran and EAEU reached a prefer-
ential trade agreement in 2018,
based on which about 862 com-
modity items are currently sub-
ject to preferential tariffs.

The agreement came into effect
on October 27, 2019.

Earlier this month, Iranian In-
dustry, Mining, and Trade Min-
ister Mohammad Atabak and
Andrey Slepnev, the minister in
charge of trade of the Eurasian
Economic Commission (EEC),
discussed ways of expanding
economic  cooperation in a
meeting on the sidelines of the
Eurasian Business Forum in Ar-
menia.

In the meeting, the Iranian side
emphasized the need to es-
tablish an insurance company
under the Eurasian Economic
Union to provide the necessary
guarantees regarding Iran’s
technical and engineering ex-
ports to the region.

The two sides also discussed
the increase in trade between
Iran and the Eurasian Economic
Union and the implementation
of the FTA.

Another focal point of the ne-

gotiations was the unification
of the standards of the member
countries of the EAEU with Iran
to facilitate exports to the union.
In this meeting, the Iranian in-
dustry minister invited Slepnev
to visit the third round of the
Eurasia Exhibition in Iran.

The 3rd Eurasian International
Exhibition in Iran is scheduled
to be held at Tehran Permanent
International Fairgrounds from
December 3 to 6.

The periodic economic forum of
the Eurasian Union was held on
September 30 and October 1 in
Yerevan, Armenia, and Iran was
the special guest of this meet-
ing.

The value of Iran’s exports to the
members of the EAEU increased
by 16 percent in the first five
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20-August
21) as compared to the same
period last year, according to
the head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA).

Mohammad Rezvanifar said the
Islamic Republic exported 2.2
million tons of commaodities
worth $748 million to the mem-
bers of the Eurasian Economic
Union in the mentioned five
months, IRIB reported.

Exports to the EAEU also in-
creased by 35 percent in terms of
weight, according to Rezvanifar.
Meanwhile, Iran imported 3.9
million tons of goods valued at
$1.6 billion from the members
of the Eurasian Economic Union
in the said five months.

7 The

Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) has confirmed the
recovery of the body of Com-
mander Abbas Nilforooshan, fol-
lowing tireless efforts by special-
ized teams.

The IRGC’s public relations office
issued a formal statement on Fri-
day detailing the discovery of Nil-
forooshan’s body and extended its
gratitude to all those involved in
the operation.

was assassinated during Israeli
attacks on a number of residen-
tial buildings in southern Beirut,
which also killed Hezbollah Secre-
tary-General Seyyed Hassan Nas-
rallah on September 27.

Body o IRGC commander Abbas Nilorooshan recovered following martyrdom in Lebanon

The IRGC further informed the
public that preparations for the
repatriation of the body to Iran
are already in progress. While no
specific details have been released
yet, officials have assured that in-
formation regarding the transfer,
as well as plans for funeral and
burial ceremonies, will be shared
in the coming days.

Nilforooshan had been serving
as the commander of the IRGC
in Lebanon, taking the role after
his predecessor Brigadier Gener-
al Mohammad Reza Zahedi was
assassinated during an
airstrike on Iran’s embassy in Da-
mascus on April 1.

Israeli

The caretaker of Iran’s National Pet-
rochemical Company (NPC) has said
that the petrochemical industry will
grow by eight percent annually during
the seventh National Development Plan
(2022-2027), in line with the orders of
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution for
achieving an eight percent economic

growth in the country.

Hassan Abbaszadeh put the country’s
current petrochemical production ca-
pacity at 100 million tons, noting that
with the mentioned growth, the coun-
try’s petrochemical capacity is expected
to exceed 130 million tons by 2027,

Shana reported.

The former head of National Petro-

SHANA PHOTO
Mehran Riazi

chemical Company has said the coun-

try’s petrochemical output is estimated
to reach 80 million tons in the current
Iranian calendar year (ends in late

March 2025).

Noting that one of the main objectives
of the Qil Ministry in the current year
has been the sustained supply of feed
to petrochemical complexes, Morteza
Shahmirzaei put the country’s petro-
chemical exports in the previous Irani-
an calendar year (ended on March 19)

at 30 million tons.

He announced last month that the NPC

Iranian calendar year.

is going to launch 15 new petrochem-  said.

ical projects by the end of the current

Shahmirzaei made the remarks on the
sidelines of the 18th International Ex-
hibition of Plastic, Rubber, Machinery,
and Equipment (IRAN PLAST 2024),
adding that five major petrochemical
projects have gone operational since
the beginning of the current year.

“The implementation of petrochemical
projects in Makran region has acceler-
ated and it is hoped that one of them
will come online this year,” the official

He went on to say that Iran’s petro-
chemical sector will reach self-suffi-
ciency regarding the items and equip-
ment needed in the industry within the
next five years.

According to the official, the capacity
of Iran’s petrochemical industry which
currently stands at 96 million tons will
surpass 100 million tons when the pro-
jects come on stream.

Earlier in May, Ahmad Mahdavi Abhari,
the director general of the Association
of Petrochemical Industry Corporation
(APIC), said Iran’s petrochemical out-

2021.

put has increased by 15 million tons
over the past two years.

Abhari put the country’s current petro-
chemical output at 82 million tons.

He said Iran’s petrochemical output
stood at 67 million tons before late
President Raisi took office in August

The official also noted that the Iranian
petrochemical industry has created
as many as 143,000 direct jobs in the
mentioned period.

He put the current growth of Iran’s pet-
rochemical industry at 40.6 percent up
from 27.5 percent in the country’s third
five-year development plan.

Iran’s petrochemical industry accounts

for 28 percent of the region’s petro-

chemical capacity and 2.7 percent of
the world’s petrochemical capacity, he
announced.

The petrochemical industry plays a

crucial role in Iran’s non-oil economy,

as petrochemical export is the sec-
ond-largest source of revenue for the
country after crude oil. Petrochemical
exports already constitute nearly 33
percent of the country’s non-oil exports.
According to Shahmirzaei, the com-
pany plans to increase its annual pet-
rochemical production capacity to 200
million tons over the next 10 years.

Imports of auto
parts fall 18% in 6
months on year

Iran imported $2.9 billion of auto
parts during the first six months
of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-September 21),
according to the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA).

Based on the IRICA data, the ex-
ports of auto parts in the first half
of the current year reduced by 18
percent compared to the previous
year's same period, Mehr News
Agency reported.

In the first half of this year,
329,000 tons of automobile and
motorcycle components and parts
worth $3.1 billion dollars were im-
ported into the country.

Lebanon’s sover-
eignty must be re-
spected, demands
Iran’s UN envoy
amidst regional
crisis

Iran’s Ambassador and Permanent
Representative to the United Na-
tions, Amir Saeed Iravani, delivered
a scathing condemnation of Israel’s
ongoing aggression in Lebanon
during a UN Security Council meet-
ing on “the situation in the Middle
East”.

Iravani noted Israel is committing
“genocide” and “crimes against
humanity,” echoing similar accusa-
tions made against Israel’s actions
in Gaza.

“After over a year of Israel’s geno-
cidal war in Gaza, where more than
two hundred thousand people have
been killed, injured, or left buried
under the rubble, this terrorist re-
gime has now waged a genocidal
war against Lebanon,” Iravani
stated. He described the targeting
of civilians and infrastructure as a
“flagrant war crime” and a “crime
against humanity.”

The Iranian ambassador went on to
criticize the United States and the
United Kingdom for their continued
support of Israel, stating that they
enable Israel's “unchecked impu-
nity.” Iravani specifically blamed
the U.S. for emboldening Israel’s
actions with its “jronclad sup-
port.”Iravani also accused Israel of
deliberately sabotaging ceasefire
efforts by rejecting a 21-day tem-
porary ceasefire proposal agreed
upon by the Lebanese government
and Hezbollah. He added that Is-
rael assassinated Hezbollah leader
Seyed Hassan Nasrallah, aiming to
further destabilize the region and
prevent any possibility of peace.
“These heinous acts expose Israel’s
true intentions,” Iravani asserted,
“that this regime has no interest in
peace or a ceasefire. Its real objec-
tive is only to provoke a full-scale
war across the region.”

The ambassador called on the Se-
curity Council to take immediate
action to address the situation in
Lebanon, demanding an imme-
diate ceasefire and holding Israel
accountable for its actions. He
also urged the council to ensure
humanitarian aid reaches Lebanon
unimpeded.

“The very credibility of this Council
is at stake,” Iravani concluded, “We
demand immediate action. This
Council must send an unequivocal
message: the ongoing Israeli occu-
pation and aggression must end.”
Iravani's speech comes amidst
escalating tensions in West Asia,
with Israel's ongoing aggressions
in Gaza and Lebanon prompting in-
ternational condemnation and calls
for de-escalation.



INTERNATIONAL

Sunday, October 13, 2024 - No: 1714

ISFAHAN NEWS

Gen. Qaani: the
new target of Isra-
el’s conspiracies

Over the past year, Israel's
military campaign in Gaza and
Lebanon has mostly produced
political and strategic failures
for the Zionists. With that,
the regime has resorted to its
tried-and-true tactic of assas-
sination, targeting key figures
and attempting to demoralize
Resistance groups by creating
a sense of vulnerability and
isolation.

While Israel’s terrorist at-
tacks have claimed several
high-ranking commanders and
leaders since October 7, 2023,
none have triggered such a
massive propaganda blitz as
the martyrdom of Hezbollah
Secretary-General Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah. His assas-
sination, which took place on
September 27, has unleashed
an unprecedented wave of me-
dia manipulation, as the regime
scrambles to exploit the trage-
dy in order to strike a blow at
the heart of the Resistance and
sow discord among its ranks.
The Israeli propaganda ma-
chine first swung into action
by utilizing a former Hezbol-
lah member, Mohammed Ali
Al-Hussein, to claim that Iran
had “sold” Nasrallah.
“Write your will. Iran has be-
trayed you and your group. If
you knew what deal Iran made
in exchange for your head,
everything would turn upside
down. Those who showed you
Al-Quds sold you out. | hope
you realize everything before
it's too late,” the Lebanese cler-
ic said during an interview with
Saudi News channel Al-Arabi-
ya, a day before the martyrdom
of Nasrallah.

After Nasrallah’s assassina-
tion, other Saudi media outlets
joined Al-Arabiya in parading
Al-Hussein, a Lebanese cler-
ic who had a brief stint with
Hezbollah during his youth and
was arrested by Lebanese au-
thorities for espionage on be-
half of the Zionist regime a few
years after leaving the group.
Al-Hussein was granted Saudi
citizenship in 2021 and has evi-
dent links to notorious terrorist
groups, including the MKO,
which bears the blood of over
17,000 Iranians on its hands.
To further help create the illu-
sion of a fractured Resistance,
one that had been abandoned
by Iran, Western media out-
lets, including Reuters, report-
ed that Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, had been
moved to a “safe location” to
avoid the same potential fate
as Nasrallah.

The narrative of a weakened
and betrayed Resistance Israel
was trying to pursue, howev-
er, crumbled on October 1st,
when Iran executed Operation
True Promise I, launching al-
most 200 ballistic missiles at
Israeli positions in the occu-
pied territories. A few days lat-
er, Ayatollah Khamenei stood
before tens of thousands of
Iranian citizens to lead the Fri-
day prayers.

Nowadays, the Zionist regime,
in collaboration with Western
media and some Arab outlets,
has shifted gears in its prop-
aganda campaign. Their eyes
are now set on the Islamic Rev-
olution Guard Corps (IRGC)
Quds commander, desperately
attempting to cast doubt on his
whereabouts and health.

Sunday, October 13, 2024

ISIPO’s new
head appointed

Iranian Industry, Mining and Trade
Minister Mohammad Atabak ap-
pointed Reza Ansari as his deputy
and the new head of Iran Small
Industries and Industrial Parks Or-
ganization (ISIPO), IRIB reported.
Ansari, who has previously been

a member of the parliament’s In-
dustry and Mining Committee,
replaced Farshad Moghimi who is
been also appointed as the head
of the Industrial Development and
Renovation Organization of Iran
(IDRO).

The Relationship Be-
tween Stress and Acne

Source:

By:

DataTrusted Source shows that 85 per-
cent of us will have some form of acne
during our lives. For some it may just
be one or two bumps or pimples, but
for others it can be extreme and lead to
scarring.

Acne usually appears on your face,
back, or even your neck and shoulders.
Although it occurs most often during
the teenage years, it can affect you at
any age.

How stress affects acne

The relationship between stress and
acne has been misunderstood by
many. Stress can't directly cause acne.
However, studiesTrusted Source have
shown that if you already have acne,
stress does make it worse.
Researchers have found that wounds,
including acne, are much slower in
healing when a person is under stress.

Slower healing of acne means that the
pimples stay longer and are more sus-
ceptible to increasing in severity. It can
also mean that more acne is visible at
one time because it takes longer for
each pimple to heal during a breakout.
What actually causes acne

Acne occurs when excess oils, dead
skin cells, bacteria, and sometimes hair
block pores in your skin. However, the
exact cause of why this happens isn’t
clearly known.

Some things are generally thought to
cause acne. These include:

e hormones during pregnancy and the
teen years

e certain medications including birth
control pills

« family history of acne

Once pores on your skin are blocked,
they become irritated and will swell into

a pimple or bump.

Types of acne

There are several types of acne that
range from mild to severe. The mild
types include blackheads and whitehe-
ads and are considered mild inflamma-
tory acne.

Moderate to severe inflammatory acne
includes pink pimples that are relatively
small and sore. It has a mix of papules
and pustules (bumps that have pus on
top with a red base).

Acne is considered severe when there
are nodules, cysts, or scarring. Cysts
and nodules are large, painful, and
deeper in the skin.

Treating acne

Treatment of acne differs somewhat
depending on the severity. Mild acne,
which is most common, may be treated
by simple hygiene and over-the-counter

%!

(OTC) creams or topical treatments.
Treatment for mild acne may include:

e Washing gently with soap and water:
Scrubbing your acne or using a harsh
soap doesn’t help in the treatment of
acne. In fact, it may make your acne
Worse.

e Using OTC treatments: Ingredients in
these treatments include benzoyl-per-
oxide, sulfur, resorcinol, and others.

e Practicing relaxation techniques: If
you’re under a lot of stress, using relax-
ation techniques may help speed up the
healing of your acne.

If these fail, topical creams such as reti-
noids may need to be prescribed.
Treatment for moderate to severe acne
requires the use of topical or oral pre-
scription medications from your doctor.
These include antibiotics, retinoids (de-
rived from vitamin A), and others that

your doctor may suggest.

If you experience a breakout of severe
acne, you should visit a dermatologist,
a doctor specializing in skin conditions.
A dermatologist will be able to better
assess what medications or treatments
will be most effective for your acne.
Your dermatologist may try some of
the treatments listed previously. But if
those don’t help, they may prescribe a
medication called isotretinoin (Sotret,
Claravis). This medication helps re-
duce severe acne. However, it does
have some side effects you'll want to
ask your dermatologist about. It can
cause birth defects, so women who'’re
pregnant or thinking about pregnancy
shouldn’t take it.

You doctor may also inject your acne
with corticosteroids. This can help with
any pain or redness you have.

[ran ready to provide water, electricity services to Kyrgyzstan

The head of the International Center of the Iranian Energy Minis-

try has said that the Iranian water and electricity industry is ready  said.

to provide services to Kyrgyzstan, IRNA reported.

Speaking in a virtual meeting between the energy officials of
the two countries, Mojtaba Akbari pointed to the capabilities
of Iran’s water and electricity industry and said: “Iran is at the

highest level of the world standards in the water and electricity — us.”

sector.”

“Iran provides technical and engineering services to many neigh-
boring countries as well as African and South American nations,

While inviting Iranian companies to visit the electricity and water
industry of Kyrgyzstan, she noted: “We can benefit from mutual
capabilities after this visit.”

and these services are well-known in these countries,” Akbari

Further in the meeting, Deputy Energy Minister of the Kyr-
gyz Republic Nazgul Usenova said: “Iran is one of the leading
countries in the field of oil, gas and electricity in the region, and
Iran’s specialized capabilities have always been admirable for

[ron ore pellet export hits $454m in 6 months

Iran exported 5.383 million tons of
iron ore pellet worth $454 million dur-
ing the first six months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 20-Sep-
tember 21), according to the data re-
leased by the Iranian Steel Producers
Association (ISPA).

As ISPA reported, the country had ex-
ported 4.624 million tons of the prod-
uct worth $463 million in the first six
months of the past year.

Iron ore pellet export fell 1.9 percent
in terms of value, and rose 16 percent
in terms of weight, in six months, year
on year.

Iron ore pellet is a type of agglomerat-
ed iron ore fines which has better tum-
bler index when compared with that of
the parent iron ore. Iron ore pellets are
widely used as a substitute of lump ore
for the production of direct reduced
iron (DRI) and in the blast furnace (BF)
for the production of hot metal. Iron
ore pellets are used in large propor-
tion, which is continue to rise because
of the lack of supply of high-quality
lump ores. The term iron ore pellet
refers to the thermally agglomerated
material formed by heating a variable
mixture of iron ore, limestone, olivine,

bentonite, dolomite, and miscellane-
ous iron bearing materials in the range
of 1,250 deg C to 1,350 deg C.

Iron ore pellets can be made from ben-
eficiated or run of mine iron ore fines.
Lean iron ores are normally upgrad-
ed to higher iron ore content through
beneficiation. This process generates
iron ore filter cake which needs to be
pelletized so that it can be used in an
iron making process. Also, during the
processing of high-grade iron ores
which do not need beneficiation, gen-
erated fines can be pelletized and used
instead of being disposed of.

Iran exported $128 million of water-
melons in the first six months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
20-September 21), the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA) reported.

As the IRICA has reported, the value
of Iran’s agricultural products export
increased by 26 percent during the
first half of this year, as compared to
the same period of time in the past
year.

According to the IRICA report, the
country exported 3.2 million tons
of agricultural products worth $1.7
billion in the first half of the current
year, also indicating 20 percent rise in
terms of weight, year on year.

The value of Iran’s exports of agri-
cultural and foodstuff products in-
creased by 22.5 percent in the previ-
ous lIranian calendar year (ended on
March 19), the spokesman of the In-
ternational Relations and Trade Devel-
opment Committee of Iran’s House of

Watermelon export
Stands at S128m in 6 months

Industry, Mining and Trade has said.
According to Ruhollah Latifi, Iranian
producers managed to export about
$6.3 billion worth of the mentioned
products in the said year.

As reported, agro-food products
accounted for 12.8 percent of the
country’s total non-oil exports in the
previous year.

Iraq was the top destination for Iran’s
agro-food products in the mentioned
year importing $1.986 billion worth of
the said items. The Arab neighbor ac-
counted for 31.5 percent of the total
exports of food and agricultural prod-
ucts from Iran.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE)
stood in second place, importing
$751 million of the mentioned prod-
ucts, followed by Russia with $521.5
million.

The value of Iran’s total foreign trade
including oil and technical engineer-
ing services reached $153.17.8 bil-
lion in the last Iranian calendar year.
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