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0il minister visits

Kharg to check
oil installations
security

Iranian Qil Minister Mohsen
Paknejad arrived in Kharg
island, in the Persian Gulf,
on Sunday to visit the hub
of Iran’s oil exports and
meet the employees of the
island’s operational zone, in
the second day of his visit to
Bushehr province, in south-
west of Iran.

In the first day of his trip to
Bushehr, Paknejad had visit-
ed oil platforms, gas refiner-
ies, a petrochemical unit, a
power plant, a petrochemical
terminal, and a port in Assa-
louyeh, which is the hub of
Iran’s petrochemical indus-
try.

In a meeting with General
Mohammad-Hossein ~ Bar-
gahi, the commander of the
fourth region of the naval
force of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guard Corps (IRGC) in
the south of Bushehr prov-
ince, while expressing his
satisfaction with the made
cooperation, the oil minister
appreciated the fourth com-
mand center for its contin-
uous efforts to maintain the
security of South Pars plat-
forms and its outstanding
role in production stability.
This meeting was held in or-
der to check the security of
South Pars platforms and to
receive the report on the ef-
fective actions of the fourth
command center in this re-
gard.

“IRGC plays a significant role
in in the security of oil and
gas installations”, Paknejad
emphasized in the meeting.
Having modern infrastruc-
tures including wharves,
loading arms, flow pipelines,
storage tanks and measure-
ment systems, Kharg termi-
nal plays a significant role
in the country’s oil industry
in terms of crude oil storage
and export and helping to
complete the oil and gas val-
ue chain.

Due to its close distance to
oilfield regions, its good off-
shore position and suitable
depth for gigantic oil vessels
berthing, Kharg Island Oil
Terminal has been recognized
as one of the country’s most
suitable places for crude oil
export and loading sites.
Kharg has the ability to si-
multaneously berth nine oil
tankers with different capac-
ities.

It also has the possibility of
storing more than 23 million
barrels of crude oil and de-
livering more than 10 million
barrels of crude oil to cus-
tomers per day.

Medicine exports
up over 19% in 6
months

Iran exported 49,400 tons of
medicine worth $104.6 mil-
lion in the first six months of
the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-September
21), 19.7 percent more than
the figure for the same period
a year earlier.

Based on the latest data re-
leased by the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Customs Adminis-
tration (IRICA), the medicine
exports also increased by 15
percent in terms of weight,
IRNA reported.

As reported, the exported
items include medicine, sup-
plements, and raw materials
for medicine production.

Iran § petchem production capacity to reach 151m tons by 2027

The caretaker of Iran’s Na-
tional Petrochemical Compa-
ny (NPC) said the country’s
petrochemical production
capacity is going to reach
131 million tons by the end of
the country’s seventh Nation-
al Development Plan (early
2027).

Hassan Abbaszadeh put the
country’s current petrochem-
ical production capacity at
about 100 million tons, noting
that currently 80 percent of
the country’s nominal produc-
tion capacity is active, IRNA
reported.

Back in May, Abbaszadeh, who
was previously NPC’s director

of planning and development,
said 68 projects with a total
investment of $35 billion and
a capacity of 50 million tons
will be implemented during
the Seventh National Develop-
ment Plan.

As announced by the head of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRI-
CA), the value of Iran’s export
of petrochemical products in-
creased by 12.8 percent dur-
ing the first five months of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 20-August 21), as
compared to the same period
of time in the past year.
Mohammad Rezvanifar said

that the country exported 24.5
million tons of petrochemicals
worth $9.8 billion in the five-
month period, indicating also
12.5 percent growth in terms
of weight, year on year.

The former head of National
Petrochemical Company has
said the country’s petro-
chemical output is estimated
to reach 80 million tons in
the current Iranian calendar
year (ends in late March
2025).

Noting that one of the main
objectives of the Qil Ministry
in the current year has been
the sustained supply of feed
to petrochemical complex-

es, Morteza Shahmirzaei put
the country’s petrochemical
exports in the previous Ira-
nian calendar year (ended on
March 19) at 30 million tons.
He announced last month that
the NPC is going to launch 15
new petrochemical projects
by the end of the current Ira-
nian calendar year.
Shahmirzaei made the re-
marks on the sidelines of the
18th International Exhibition
of Plastic, Rubber, Machinery,
and Equipment (IRAN PLAST
2024), adding that five major
petrochemical projects have
gone operational since the
beginning of the current year.
“The implementation of petro-
chemical projects in Makran
region has accelerated and it
is hoped that one of them will
come online this year,” the of-
ficial said.

He went on to say that Iran’s
petrochemical  sector  will
reach self-sufficiency regard-
ing the items and equipment
needed in the industry within
the next five years.
According to the official, the
capacity of Iran’s petrochem-
ical industry which current-
ly stands at 96 million tons
will surpass 100 million tons
when the projects come on
stream.

Earlier in May, Ahmad Mah-
davi Abhari, the director
general of the Association of
Petrochemical Industry Cor-

poration (APIC), said Iran’s
petrochemical output has
increased by 15 million tons
over the past two years.
Abhari put the country’s cur-
rent petrochemical output at
82 million tons.

He said Iran’s petrochemical
output stood at 67 million
tons before late President Rai-
si took office in August 2021.
The official also noted that
the Iranian petrochemical in-
dustry has created as many
as 143,000 direct jobs in the
mentioned period.

He put the current growth of
Iran’s petrochemical industry
at 40.6 percent up from 27.5
percent in the country’s third
five-year development plan.
Iran’s petrochemical industry
accounts for 28 percent of
the region’s petrochemical ca-
pacity and 2.7 percent of the
world’s petrochemical capaci-
ty, he announced.

The petrochemical industry
plays a crucial role in Iran’s
non-oil economy, as petro-
chemical export is the sec-
ond-largest source of revenue
for the country after crude
oil. Petrochemical exports
already constitute nearly 33
percent of the country’s non-
oil exports.

According to Shahmirzaei, the
company plans to increase its
annual petrochemical produc-
tion capacity to 200 million
tons over the next 10 years.

Over 22,000 passenger cars mported m 1

The Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRI-
CA) said 22,264 passenger cars
were imported into the country
in the first six months of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 20-Septemebr 21).

Based on the IRICA data, the

total value of the imported cars
was $438.668 million, IRIB re-
ported.

The number of passenger cars
imported in the first six months
of last year was 1,736 units with
a total value of $36.565 million.
Iranian Industry, Mining, and

Trade lifted the ban on car im-
ports in late May 2022.

The decision was made to re-
duce the imbalance between
supply and demand and to im-
prove the country’s economic
conditions with regard to for-
eign currency revenues.

IRGC general
blames US and
Netanyahu for
regional confla-
gration

A commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps has
stated that the escalation of
conflict in the region is being
fueled by the United States
and Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu.

Speaking during an event
marking the National Day of
Struggle against Global Arro-
gance on Sunday, Brigadier
General Mohammad Reza
Naghdi highlighted the U.S.
financial support for the Is-
raeli regime, saying just in
May the U.S. approved $26
billion for the regime’s mili-
tary actions.

Naghdi asserted that it is the
U.S. that is engaged in com-
bat against Muslims, with
Israel serving as its ground
force.

Naghdi acknowledged that
while some may critique Hez-
bollah from an intelligence
standpoint, it is crucial to
recognize that all Western
Spy services are currently
aiding Israel.

“To bolster Netanyahu’s spir-
it, he was brought before the
U.S. Congress, where he re-
ceived a warm reception,”
the IRGC commander point-
ed out.

He further stressed that the
Axis of Resistance is in fight
with all Western and Zionist

The head of Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) said the country’s
trade with the Eurasian Economic Un-
ion (EAEU) has increased by 2.5 times
over the past four years.

“Four years ago, we entered a prefer-
ential trade agreement with Eurasia,
and tariffs on exported goods were
reduced or zeroed, during this period,
the trade with the member countries
of this union has increased 2.5 times,”
Mohammad-Ali Dehghan Dehnavi said
in a meeting with the members of the
Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA)
on Sunday.

According to Dehghan Dehnavi, the
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with EAEU
has also been reached and being pur-
sued by the members of the union to
be implemented.

“We also signed the free trade agree-
ment with the members of the Eurasian
Economic Union and the agreement is
under revision by the parliament. Three
of the five Eurasian member countries
have already approved the agreement,”
the official said.

“Eurasia is Iran’s first major experi-
ence in free trade based on which 87
percent of tariffs [on export goods] are
removed, businessmen must prepare
themselves for new competition in
this market. Besides, the EAEU mem-
ber countries also want to supply their
goods to Iran,” he added.

Resolving trade imbalance by devel-
oping export

Also speaking at the meeting, TCCIMA
Secretary General Bahman Eshghi said
Iran must develop its exports in order
to resolve the country’s trade imbal-
ance.

Last year, the country’s trade bal-

[ran-EAEU trade rises 2.5 tlmes n 4years

ance was 17 billion dollars nega-
tive, which should be resolved by
increasing exports, the elimination
of balance between exports and im-
ports will reduce other imbalances
and economic problems, the officia
| explained.

Mentioning some of the problems and
challenges of the private sector in Iran,
Eshghi said: “Meetings of the Trade
Promotion Organization with traders
and exporters should be held regularly
to lead to more interaction and solve
traders’ problems.”

Referring to an agreement between
the TCCIMA and the Trade Promotion
Organization, the official added that the
draft of the mentioned agreement has
been prepared and will be provided to
TPO in the near future.

“This agreement aims to solve the
major issues of exporters and reduce
government interventions in the export
sector,” he noted.

The Eurasian Economic Union was es-
tablished in 2015 at the initiative taken

by the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan,
and Belarus.

Afterward, the Republic of Armenia and
Kyrgyzstan joined the Union.

Iran and EAEU reached a preferential
trade agreement in 2018, based on
which about 862 commodity items are
currently subject to preferential tariffs.
The agreement came into effect on Oc-
tober 27, 2019.

Earlier this month, Iranian Industry,
Mining and Trade Minister Mohammad
Atabak and Andrey Slepnev, the minis-
ter in charge of trade of the Eurasian
Economic Commission (EEC), dis-
cussed ways of expanding economic
cooperation in a meeting on the side-
lines of the Eurasian Business Forum
in Armenia.

In the meeting, the Iranian side em-
phasized the need for establishing an
insurance company under the Eura-
sian Economic Union to provide the
necessary guarantees regarding Iran’s
technical and engineering exports to
the region.

The two sides also discussed the in-
crease in trade between Iran and the
Eurasian Economic Union and the im-
plementation of the Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA).

Another focal point of the negotiations
was the unification of the standards of
the member countries of the EAEU with
Iran to facilitate exports to the union.
In this meeting, the Iranian industry
minister invited Slepnev to visit the
third round of the Eurasia Exhibition in
Iran.

The 3rd Eurasian International Exhibi-
tion in Iran is scheduled to be held at
Tehran Permanent International Fair-
grounds from December 3 to 6.

The periodic economic forum of the
Eurasian Union was held on September
30 and October 1 in Yerevan, Armenia,
and Iran was the special guest of this
meeting.

The value of Iran’s exports to the mem-
bers of the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) increased by 16 percent in the
first five months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20-August 21) as
compared to the same period last year,
according to the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA).

Mohammad Rezvanifar said the Islam-
ic Republic exported 2.2 million tons
of commodities worth $748 million to
the members of the Eurasian Econom-
ic Union in the mentioned five months,
IRIB reported.

Exports to the EAEU also increased by
35 percent in terms of weight, accord-
ing to Rezvanifar.

Meanwhile, Iran imported 3.9 million
tons of goods valued at $1.6 billion
from the members of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union in the said five months

spy agencies, which he con-
siders a significant honor.
Military analysts estimate
that since the onset of the
war on October 7, 2023, the
U.S. has provided over $30
billion in cash and military
aid to Israel, coinciding with
the anniversary of the Israel-
Palestine conflict.

Vice President
offers condolenc-
es at Hezhollah
office in Tehran

The lIranian Vice President
conveyed his condolences
regarding the martyrdom of
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,
the secretary-general of Hez-
bollah, during his visit to the
Hezbollah office in Tehran on
Sunday.

Mohammad Reza Aref ex-
pressed his sorrow over the
martyrdom of Sayyed Hassan
Nasrallah and the command-
ers of the Axis of Resistance
and the Islamic Revolution
Guard Corps.

Aref remarked that the sac-
rifices of martyrs affirm the
justness of their cause and
stated, “The legacy of this
martyr will endure, and many
new leaders like Nasrallah
will emerge within Hezbol-
lah.”

Iran’s vice president further
asserted, “It is imperative
for all Muslims, particularly
the people of Lebanon, to
continue their support for
Hezbollah. The Lebanese
populace holds Hezbollah in
high regard, and the future is
destined for Hezbollah.”
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,
secretary-general of Hezbol-
lah was martyred in an Israeli
airstrike in a southern suburb
of Beirut on September 27,
2024.
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Based of the latest data released by
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), Iranian pro-

Iran exports
ducers managed to export 9,500 tons
9!500 to“s Of of textiles valued at $23.5 million in

textile in H1 the first six months of

the current
_lrani-

an calendar year (March 20-Septem-
ber 21).

As reported, the export of the men-
tioned products increased by seven
percent in terms of value and eight
percent in weight, compared to the
same period in the previous year,
IRNA reported.

Iran President,
Dutch PM talk
regional tensions,
nuclear deal

The Iranian President and
Dutch Prime Minister engaged
in a telephone conversation on
Sunday to address key issues
of mutual concern, including
the rising tensions in the region,
and strategies for resolving
impasse surrounding the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

During the telephone call on
Sunday, Masoud Pezeshkian
responded to Prime Minister
Dick Schoof’s outreach by high-
lighting the 400-year history of
diplomatic ties between Iran
and the Netherlands.
Pezeshkian remarked, “My gov-
ernment is committed to elevat-
ing our relations and fostering
cooperation with neighboring
countries and the global com-
munity. We can achieve this by
leveraging our existing capabil-
ities to deepen and expand our
bilateral ties.”

Iran’s president also referenced
the stance of Western nations,
including the Netherlands, re-
garding the actions of the Israeli
regime in Gaza and Lebanon
and stated, “I was elected as
the president of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran with a mandate
for domestic unity and global
friendship. However, on my first
official day, the Israeli regime,
seeking to divert attention from
its failures in Gaza and escalate
regional tensions, assassinated
our guest in Tehran.”

“Instead of condemning these
terrorist actions, Western coun-
tries, led by the United States,
continue to urge us to show re-
straint,” Pezeshkian stated.

In the same conversation,
Prime Minister Dick Schoof
expressed, “We firmly believe
that the East Asia cannot endure
further tensions, and we have
called on all parties to avoid es-
calating conflicts.”

Schoof emphasized that the
Netherlands has urged Israel
to agree to a ceasefire in Gaza
promptly and has supported the
U.S. initiative for a ceasefire in
Lebanon.

A year of Israel's war in Gaza
has left over 41,000 people
dead and the entire Gaza Strip
in ruins. The regime has also
spread its violence to the sur-
rounding areas, especially Leb-
anon where it’s begun to target
hospitals and other civilian its.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Iran’s
president highlighted in another
section of his address that the
Islamic Republic of Iran aims
to enhance its relationships and
collaboration with neighboring
nations and other countries
globally, including those in Eu-
rope, through dialogue while
tackling specific matters such
as Iran’s nuclear issue.

The Dutch Prime Minister also
conveyed his satisfaction with
Iran’s willingness to resume
its nuclear obligations under
the JCPOA framework and un-
derscored the importance of
making concrete progress in
this area as the most effective
measure for the fourteenth gov-
ernment during this challenging
time in the West Asian region.
The JCPOA often known as the
Iran nuclear deal, is a landmark
agreement established in July
2015 between Iran and the
P5+1 nations, which include
China, France, Germany, Rus-
sia, the United Kingdom, the
United States, and the European
Union.

Understanding
Neck Spasms;

How to Find Refe

Source:

By:

What are neck spasms?

A spasm is an involuntary tightening
of muscle in your body. It often causes
intense pain. This pain can last for min-
utes, hours, or days after the muscle re-
laxes and the spasm subsides.

Spasms can happen in any part of your
body where there’s muscle, including
your neck.

Neck spasm causes

There are many possible causes of neck
spasms. For example, you might develop
a neck spasm if you:

« strain your neck during exercise

e carry something heavy with one or both
of your arms

e place a lot of weight on one of your
shoulders with a heavy bag

« hold your neck in an unnatural position
for an extended period of time, such as

when cradling a phone between your
shoulder and ear or when sleeping in an
odd position

Other common causes of neck spasms
include:

 emotional stress

e poor posture, such as slouching or
head tilting

e dehydration, which can cause muscle
cramps and spasms

Less common but more serious causes
of neck spasms include:

e meningitis, a very serious infection that
causes swelling in the brain and spinal
cord

e cervical spondylosis, a type of arthritis
that can affect the spine

< ankylosing spondylitis, a condition that
causes vertebrae in the spine to fuse

* spasmodic torticollis, also known as

cervical dystonia, which happens when
neck muscles tighten involuntarily and
make your head twist to one side

e spinal stenosis, which happens when
open spaces in the spine narrow

e temporomandibular joint disorders,
also known as TMJs or TMDs, which af-
fect the jaw and muscles that surround it
* trauma from accidents or falls

e whiplash

* herniated disc

Neck spasm symptoms

If you experience a neck spasm, you'll
feel a sudden and sharp pain in one or
more parts of your neck, deep in the
muscle tissue. The affected muscle
might also feel hard or tight. It might be
painful to move your neck around.

Neck spasm exercises

Most common, nonserious causes of

neck spasms can be treated without
medical intervention. If you think you
might have a serious neck injury or med-
ical condition, make an appointment with
your doctor.

In most cases, gently stretching your
neck can help ease stiffness, soreness,
and spasms.

Home remedies

Using one or more home remedies
might help relieve neck spasms.
Over-the-counter pain relievers

To reduce neck pain from a neck spasm,
it might help to take an over-the-counter
(OTC) pain reliever, such as:

e aspirin (Bufferin)

e ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin)

* naproxen sodium (Aleve)

» acetaminophen (Tylenol)

Many OTC pain relievers ease muscle

tension by reducing infllmmation that
can worsen the pain of a neck spasm.
Read and follow the dosage directions
provided on the package of the pain re-
liever. Some pain relievers can be harm-
ful if used in excess.

Ice pack

Applying an ice pack or cold compress
to sore muscles in your neck might pro-
vide relief from pain, especially in the
first couple of days after you experience
a neck spasm.

Heat therapy

Heat therapy might also help soothe pain
in your neck. For example, you might
find it helpful to take a warm shower or
press a warm cloth, warm water bottle,
or heating pad to your neck.

Massage

Light activity

Tehran’s cautious approach exposes misleading ceasefire clams: envoy

Tehran’s ambassador to Moscow has said Iran’s measured
response following the Israeli regime’s assassination of
Resistance leaders demonstrated the falsehood of claims
regarding a truce agreement. Kazem Jalali made these
comments during a ceremony at the Islamic Center of
Moscow on Saturday to honor Hezbollah leader Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah, Iran’s military advisor to Lebanon Major
General Abbas Nilforushan, and several other resistance
figures who were recently martyred by Israeli massive air
raids, IRNA reported. President Masoud Pezeshkian and

military chief Mohammad Bagheri have said Western lead-
ers had requested Iran to refrain from attacking Israel in re-
sponse to the July 31 assassination of Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran by promising that they are making seri-
ous efforts to broker a truce in Gaza. However, Pezeshki-
an lamented, their promise proved empty. After waiting
for two months and after high-profile killings in Lebanon,
on October 1 Iran fired about 180 missiles at Israeli mil-
itary sites. Ambassador Jalali said if Iran had responded
immediately to the Haniyeh assassination the West would

have used it as a pretext to say that Iran obstructed truce in A
Gaza. The ambassador said before the October 1 retaliatory e
attack the adversary attempted to portray the Islamic Re- :
public as hesitant to retaliate against Israel’s moves. e,
Jalali also cautioned against the Israeli regime’s psycholog- e

ical tactics aimed at creating divisions among Resistance %
factions and the Muslim community.

The ambassador asserted, “We are strong,” highlighting
that the participation of Resistance supporters in such
commemorative events signifies victory.

[ran exports non-oil goods worth $5.4h to UAE n 6 months

Iran exported non-oil goods worth $3.4 billion to the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) in the first half of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (March 20-Septemebr 22).
As reported, the UAE was the third export destination
of Iran among its other neighbors during the six-
month period.

Iran also imported commodities worth $10 billion
from the UAE, which made the country first source of
import for Iran in the first half of the year.

As previously announced by the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA), the
value of Iran’s non-oil export to its 15 neighboring
countries increased by 12 percent during the first six
months of the current Iranian calendar year, com-
pared to the same period in the past year.
Mohammad Rezvanifar said the country exported
39 million tons of non-oil products valued at $15.6
billion during the first six months of this year, reg-
istering four percent growth in weight year on year.
Iran’s total non-oil trade with neighboring countries
was 50 million tons worth $32.6 billion in the men-
tioned six months.

According to Rezvanifar, the Islamic Republic’s non-
oil trade with neighboring countries increased by five
percent in terms of weight and 15 percent in terms of
value in H1 compared to the same period last year.
The country’s imports from its neighbors in the said
six months also showed an eight percent increase in
weight and 18 percent in value compared to the first
half of the previous year.

In early August, the Ambassador of the United Arab
Emirates in Tehran said over 122,000 Iranian busi-
ness persons are currently working in the UAE.
“Economic figures show that Iran-UAE business in-
teractions have increased in recent years, and more
than 122,000 Iranian businessmen are doing busi-
ness in the UAE,” Saif Mohammed al-Zaabi said in a
meeting with Head of Iran Chamber of Cooperatives
Bahman Abdollahi.

Pointing out that the problems of Iranian and Emirati
businessmen and economic operators are not polit-

ical but in the legal field, he admitted: “Cooperation
between the two countries in the field of sea and air
transport has also increased.”

Abdollahi for his part introduced some of the capabil-
ities of the cooperative sector in Iran and said: “Co-
operatives have an important and effective position
in Iran and a significant part of the production in our
country is done by cooperatives.”

Iran and the United Arab Emirates signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MOU) for expanding
economic cooperation in a variety of areas at the end
of the two countries’ 3rd Joint Economic Committee
meeting in May 1.

The MOU was signed by former Iranian Transport
and Urban Development Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash
and UAE’s Economy Minister Abdullah bin Toug Al
Marri, who co-chaired the joint meeting.

During the mentioned committee meeting, the two
sides stressed the need for further expansion of eco-
nomic cooperation between Tehran and Abu Dhabi.
Speaking at the end of the meeting, Bazrpash said:
“We have held the joint commission between the two
countries after 10 years, which is an opportunity to

develop the commercial and economic relations be-
tween the two countries.”

“The UAE, as Iran’s second biggest trade partner, has
great strategic importance for us,” the minister said.
Referring to the location of Iran and the UAE in the In-
ternational North-South Transit Corridor (INSTC), Ba-
zarpash said: “Access to the markets of the north and
south can create an opportunity for the two countries
to cooperate.”

In the end, the minister emphasized solving the bank-
ing and monetary problems between the two coun-
tries to facilitate bilateral trade relations.

Abdullah bin Touq Al Marri for his part underlined the
importance of the meeting, saying: “Holding today’s
meeting shows the development and expansion of
economic relations between the two countries. After
China, the UAE has the largest amount of trade rela-
tions with Iran. The trade value of the two countries
has reached 27 billion dollars and many Iranian com-
panies are established in the UAE.”

“Creating new opportunities for transportation and
banking cooperation is one of the achievements of
this commission,” the official said.

Referring to the performance of the UAE government
in the field of investment, the official said: “The ap-
proval of the law on the formation of foreign com-
panies and the government’s support for companies
that operate in the field of new energies has created a
good opportunity for business with the UAE.”

The 3rd Iran-UAE Joint Economic Commission was
held in Abu Dhabi from April 30 until May 1.

As announced by the head of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration, the value of Iran’s non-
oil trade with its neighbors increased by 16 percent in
the first five months of the current Iranian calendar
year to reach $26.857 hillion.

Mohammad Rezvanifar put the weight of non-oil
trade with the neighboring countries at 43.579 mil-
lion tons in the said period, noting that the trade be-
tween the two sides also increased by 10 percent in
terms of weight.

During the mentioned five months, Iran exported
34.118 million tons of goods worth $13.402 billion
to its neighbors, while importing 9.461 million tons
of commodities valued at $13.455 billion.

Iran’s exports to neighboring countries in the first
five months of this year compared to the same period
last year increased by 11 percent in terms of weight
and 19 percent in terms of value, respectively; and
imports from neighboring countries increased by
10 percent and 13 percent respectively in terms of
weight and value, according to Rezvanifar.

He named Iraq, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Tur-
key, Pakistan, and Afghanistan as the top importers
of Iranian goods among the neighboring countries,
and the UAE, Turkey, Russia, Oman, and Pakistan as
the main sources of imports in the said five months.

Increasing non-oil exports to the neighboring coun-
tries is one of the major plans that the Iranian govern-
ment has been pursuing in recent years.

Iran shares land or water borders with 15 countries
namely UAE, Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bah-
rain, Iraq, Kuwait, Kazakhstan, Oman, Pakistan, Qa-
tar, Russia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, and Saudi Arabia.
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