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GECF secretary
general writes ap-
preciation letter to
Iranian oil minister

Secretary General of the Gas Ex-
porting Countries Forum (GECF)
Mohamed Hamel, who visited
Tehran earlier this month to dis-
cuss and coordinate holding the
26th Ministerial Meeting of the
forum in late October, has writ-
ten a letter to Iranian Oil Minister
Mohsen Paknejad thanking him
for his hospitality.

As Shana reported, in his letter,
Hamel thanked Paknejad for
holding coordination meetings
for the upcoming GECF meeting
in Tehran.

Mohamed Hamel paid a visit to
Iran on September 10 and met
with Iranian Qil Minister to dis-
cuss the preparations for the
26th GECF Ministerial Meeting.
During that meeting, Pakne-
jad said Iran is one of the main
founders of the GECF forum,
adding “We consider the hosting
of the 26th Ministerial Meeting in
Tehran at the start of the 14th ad-
ministration office as positive.”
“Just as the first Ministerial
Meeting of the forum was held in
Tehran in 2001 and brought pos-
itive outcomes for the members,
it is expected that this meeting
will also yield valuable collective
achievements with the maxi-
mum participation of the mem-
bers,” he added.

Paknejad also said Iran can be a
suitable gateway and crossroad
for energy trade and transit in
the region, given its geopolitical
position.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
oil minister said: “Considering
the geopolitical situation of the
world and the specific conditions
of global gas markets, especial-
ly during energy crises, special
support should be given to the
GECF Secretariat, so that this fo-
rum can play a prominent role in
stabilizing global energy security
through the comprehensive par-
ticipation and cooperation of its
members.”

Referring to the GECF's special-
ized reports, such as the gas
market outlook, and its impor-
tant place in depicting an outlook
of the gas market, the minister
stated: “Given its geopolitical
position, Iran can play the role of
a crossroad for energy trade and
transit in the region.”

Paknejad further emphasized
that the role of natural gas is cru-
cial not only for energy security
but also for advancing global cli-
mate policies, especially during
the transition to clean energy
noting that the GECF Secretariat,
in coordination with the OPEC
Secretariat, can effectively par-
ticipate in the meetings and ne-
gotiations of the United Nations
Climate Change Conference
(COP 29) which is planned to be
held in Azerbaijan Republic.
Expressing gratitude for the
efforts of the GECF Secretariat
in recent years, he continued:
“Among these initiatives is the
establishment of the Gas Re-
search Institute (GRI), which can
provide a significant foundation
for member countries to coop-
erate in the fields of technology,
education, and human resourc-
es.”

“I hope the collaboration be-
tween the GECF Secretariat and
Iran’s Research Institute of Pe-
troleum Industry will progress,
and research cooperation will
take place in emerging areas
such as hydrogen, artificial intel-
ligence, and other contemporary
issues,” Paknejad emphasized.
“We have made great efforts so
that the Ministerial Meeting of
GECF in Tehran will be effective
and fruitful,” he said.

China's positi_on paper

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na has published on its website
Position Paper of the People’s
Republic of China for The Sum-
mit of the Future and the 79th
Session of The United Nations
General Assembly. The follow-
ing is the summary of the pub-
lished text.

Today, changes unseen in a
century are unfolding at an ac-
celerated pace, and the world
has entered a new period of
turbulence and transformation.
With intertwined traditional and
non-traditional security issues,
and sluggish world economic
recovery, humanity is facing
unprecedented challenges. Yet
the overall direction of human
development and progress will
not change, the overall dynam-
ics of world history moving
forward amid twists and turns
will not change, and the overall
trend toward a shared future

for the international communi-
ty will not change. The tide of
the times toward peace, devel-
opment, cooperation and mu-
tual benefit is unstoppable, and
the historical current of world
multipolarity and economic
globalization is irreversible.

This year marks the 75th anni-
versary of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China.
Over the past 75 years, Chi-
na has unswervingly pursued
peaceful development and
made important contributions
to world peace and develop-
ment. Upholding independ-
ence and seeking peaceful
coexistence with all countries,
China has proposed the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coex-
istence that have been widely
recognized and observed by
the international community,
and have become basic norms
of international relations and
fundamental principles of in-

ternational law. Committed to
its foreign policy goal of safe-
guarding world peace and pro-
moting common development,
China has actively advanced
world multipolarity and de-
mocracy in international rela-
tions, unequivocally opposed
hegemonism and power pol-
itics, and worked to make the
international order more just
and equitable.

In the new era, faced with the
major question of our times,
i.e. what kind of world to build
and how to build it, China has
given its answer—building a
community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind. The goal of
building a community with a
shared future for mankind is to
build an open, inclusive, clean
and beautiful world of lasting
peace, universal security and
shared prosperity; the pathway
is promoting global govern-
ance that features extensive

consultation and joint contri-
bution for shared benefit; the
guiding principle is to apply the
common values of humanity;
the basic underpinning lies in
building a new type of inter-
national relations; the strategic
guidance comes from the im-
plementation of the Global De-
velopment Initiative (GDI), the
Global Security Initiative (GSI),
and the Global Civilization Ini-
tiative (GCI); and the platform
for action is high-quality Belt
and Road cooperation. On this
basis, China will work with
countries of the world to meet
challenges, achieve prosperity
for all and facilitate the move
toward a brighter future of
peace, security, prosperity and
progress in the world.

China is building a great mod-
ern socialist country in all re-
spects and advancing the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation on all fronts through
the Chinese path to moderni-
zation. China will continue to
uphold the independent for-
eign policy of peace, strive for
building a community with a
shared future for mankind,
champion the common values
of humanity, and implement
the GDI, the GSI, and the GCI.
It will advocate for an equal and
orderly multipolar world and
universally beneficial and in-
clusive economic globalization,
and work with all countries to
realize global modernization
following the principles of
self-confidence and self-reli-
ance, openness and inclusive-
ness, fairness and justice, and
win-win cooperation.

China supports the U.N. Sum-
mit of the Future, and calls on
the international community to

[or Summit of Future and U General Assembly /9th Session

take this opportunity to focus
on the common well-being of
humanity, build consensus
and synergy, and support the
central role of the U.N. in inter-
national affairs. China supports
efforts of true multilateralism
that is based on international
law, in accordance with the
principle of equity and justice,
in pursuit of win-win coopera-
tion and effective action-orient-
ed, so as to jointly build a better
future for mankind.

1- With the future in mind, Chi-
na stays committed to being a
staunch force for safeguarding
world peace and stability.

2- With the future in mind,
China stays committed to pro-
viding impetus for common
development.

3- With the future in mind, Chi-
na stays committed to advanc-
ing interactions among civiliza-
tions for their greater progress.
4- With the future in mind, Chi-
na stays committed to playing
a constructive role in the devel-
opment and reform of global
governance.

5-  With the future in mind,
China stays committed to har-
nessing the power of science,
technology and innovation to
the benefit of all humanity.
There are always obstacles on
a long and great journey, but
we are confident in a future
full of glory and hope. China
stands ready to work with all
countries to deliver on the GDI,
the GSI and the GCI together,
and realize an equal and or-
derly multipolar world and a
universally beneficial and inclu-
sive economic globalization to
usher in a brighter tomorrow
in building a community with a
shared future for mankind.

On the occasion of the 44th anniver-
sary of the Iran-lrag War, the Army

of the Islamic Republic of Iran has
reiterated its dedication to upholding

retreat.

The statement also acknowledged
the collaborative efforts of the Iranian

Army reaffirms commitment to national defense on 44t anniversary of Iran-lraq War

the dignity, resilience, and territorial
integrity of the nation.

In a formal statement, the lranian
Army expressed its readiness to
make any necessary sacrifices to
ensure the stability and honor of
the Islamic Republic. The anniver-
sary, which began on September 21,
serves as a poignant reminder of the
valor displayed by soldiers during the
eight-year conflict.

The Army described the Sacred De-
fense as a pivotal chapter in Iran’s
history, emphasizing that throughout
the war, not a single part of the coun-
try was surrendered to enemy forces,
who were ultimately compelled to

reads.

Army, the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps, the Basij volunteer forces, and
other national entities in successfully
repelling the invasion orchestrated
by the Iragi Baath regime, which
received substantial military and
political backing from major global
powers.

Furthermore, the Army highlighted
that the insights gained from the war
continue to inform Iran’s contempo-
rary defense strategies.

“With the guidance of the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, and a strong
reliance on domestic expertise, the
Army asserts its preparedness to
confront any future threats to the
nation’s sovereignty,” the statement

Former IRGU chref savs Resistance Front on verge of major victory

Major General Mohsen Rezaei, former chief com-
mander of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC) and current secretary of Iran’s Expediency
Council, stated that Iran and the broader Resistance
Front are “on the verge of a great victory” that could
lead to the expulsion of the United States and its allies

from the West Asia region.

Rezaei made these remarks during a news conference
held in Lorestan on Sunday, coinciding with Sacred
Defense Week, a commemoration of Iran’s resistance
during the eight-year Iran-Irag War.

Rezaei highlighted that Iran is entering a new era,
drawing upon the lessons of the Sacred Defense era
against Irag’s Ba'athist regime. “This victory will be
significant because West Asia will be liberated from
the clutches of Western powers,” he declared, sug-

its end.

During his remarks, Rezaei emphasized that Iran has
consistently sought to avoid war, but cited provoca-
tive actions by the Israeli regime, such as the assas-
sination of a high-ranking Iranian guest in Tehran, as
acts that demand a response.

He warned that while Iran remains resistant to foreign

Rezaei also spoke on the broader geopolitical land-
scape, accusing the United States and Israel of trying
to provoke a regional war by targeting Iran through
their actions in Lebanon. He stressed that Iran, along
with its allies in the Resistance Front, would not allow
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to move
unchallenged in the region.

aggression, it must be vigilant in the face of attempts
by external powers to draw the nation into armed con-
gesting that Western influence in the region is nearing  flict.

over decades.

In a separate message posted on his social media ac-
count on X (formerly Twitter), Rezaei commented on
the strength of the Lebanese Hezbollah, stating that
the group’s manpower is “almost inexhaustible.”

His remarks came after Hezbollah launched an attack
on the Rafael weapons manufacturing facility in Haifa,
Israel, in what was described as an “initial response”
to recent Israeli military actions in Lebanon.
“Hezbollah is a model of innovation and resilience.
The depth of its manpower will not be exhausted for
the next hundred years,” Rezaei said, praising the
group’s ability to withstand Israeli military pressure

Hezbollah said that it targeted Israeli military industry
complexes north of Haifa with rockets, including Fadi
1, Fadi 2, and Katyusha models. The group stated that

the attack is both a gesture of solidarity with the Pal-

and Lebanon.

estinians in Gaza and a response to Israeli strikes in
Lebanon, which resulted in the deaths of 42 people
and left thousands injured due to explosive devices
targeting telecommunications infrastructure.

Hezbollah has vowed continued retaliation, particular-
ly as Israel’s military operations intensify in both Gaza

Transit via Iran’s
roads rises 73%
in 5 months yr/yr

The transit of commodities
through the roads of Iran
increased by 73 percent in
the first five months of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 20-August 21) com-
pared to the previous year’s
corresponding period, ac-
cording to a report released
by the Road and Urban De-
velopment  Ministry.

This significant increase in
road transit can indicate the
improvement of the econom-
ic situation and increase in
commercial activities in the
road transport sector.

As  previously  reported,
the transit of commodities
through the roads of Iran in-
creased by 70 percent in the
first quarter of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
20-June 20), as compared to
the same period of time in the
previous year.

As reported, 4.5 million tons
of goods were transited via
Iran’s roads in the mentioned
three months.

The continuous trend of re-
cent transit records via the
country and the increasing
interest of governments,
traders, and those active in
transport sectors from neigh-
boring, regional, and ex-
tra-regional countries in the
transit and logistics situation
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran indicate the fruitfulness
of the transformational ap-
proach of the government to
the strategic issue of transit,
with emphasis on the devel-
opment of all-round econom-
ic relations with neighbors.
As stated by the former
Transport and Urban Devel-
opment Minister Mehrdad
Bazrpash, the “Iran Way” in-
itiative made by the current
Iranian government, lets the
neighboring countries use
Iran as a route or a solution
that facilitates their access to
international waters.

Iran Way initiative is the gate-
way to Iran’s land of transit
opportunities, the minister
has underlined.

As previously announced by
the Transport Ministry, 10.8
million tons of commodities
were transited through the
country in the lranian cal-
endar year 1401 (ended on
March 20, 2023).

Iran is one of the countries
with a special status in trade
and transit relations due to its
strategic location and special
geography, as the country is
the passage of several impor-
tant international corridors.
Considering its geographi-
cal location, Iran can play a
significant role in the transit
of goods in the region and
benefit a lot from its status in
this due.

Paying attention to upstream
documents, especially the
country’s development
plans, and the government’s
decision to develop transit,
paying special attention to
infrastructure development,
reducing transit time, mak-
ing it cheaper to cross Iran,
and making more advantages
over competitors, due to the
short path for customers, can
lead to facilitating the devel-
opment of transit so that the
country can reach the desired
growth in this due.



Iranian Finance and Economic Af-
fairs Minister Abdolnasser Hemma-

Hemmati calls

ment guarantees for private sector
economic projects to facilitate pro-

on m"“st"es ti has written a letter to five other  duction and realize the slogan of the
ministers asking them to help fund  year.
INTERNATIONAL to help fund private sector projects, Tasnim  As reported, the mentioned letter
i News Agency reported. has been sent to the ministries of
Tuesday, September 24, 2024 - No: 1698 Tuesday, September 24, 2024 p"v_ate sector In his letter, Hemmati said his min-  energy, oil, industry, transport, and
I s FA H A N N E ws prOlects istry is ready to provide govern-  labor.

Tavanir calls

Cinnamon for Gums:

for policy pack-

age to support
developing
renewables

The optimization projects
manager of Iran’s Power
Generation, Distribution,
and Transmission Compa-
ny (known as Tavanir) has
said the country needs a
policy package in which
all issues such as curren-
cy supply, imports, licens-
es, measures to support
investors, etc. have been
seen in order to develop
renewables.

“If the government has
come to the conclusion
that renewables should
have a proper share in the
country’s energy portfolio
as one of the most impor-
tant solutions to resolve
the energy imbalance,
then a specific policy
package should be devel-
oped not only in the Min-
istry of Energy but also in
a general and supra-insti-
tutional way,” Mehr News
Agency quoted Masoud
Khani as saying.
Currently, the Renewa-
ble Energy and Energy
Efficiency  Organization
(SATBA) has solved many
problems through inking
memorandums of un-
derstanding with various
institutions, but the most
important  problem in
this industry is financing,
which must be seriously
resolved, Khani said.
Underlining the need for
the allocation of subsi-
dized foreign currency for
the import of parts needed
for the development of re-
newable projects, he said:
“In solar power plants,
the production of the pan-
els is currently done in
the country, but inverters
must be provided through
imports, which requires
the allocation of foreign
currency and facilitating
the order registration by
the Industry Ministry.”
Based on the Energy Min-
istry data, renewables,
currently, account for
nearly seven percent of
the country’s total elec-
tricity generation capacity.
Of the country’s total
renewable capacity, 44
percent is the share of
solar power plants while
the share of wind farms
stands at 40 percent and
small-scalded hydropow-
er plants generate 13 per-
cent of the total renewable
capacity.

Over the past few years,
the Iranian government
has taken serious meas-
ures to accelerate the
growth and development
of renewable energies in
the country.
Diversification of financ-
ing models for renewable
projects, increasing the
ceiling of guaranteed elec-
tricity purchase, providing
the possibility of buying
and selling renewable
electricity in the green
board of the Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX) and
providing the possibility
of exporting renewable
electricity have been the
most important measures
taken for this purpose.

Does 1¢ Help Treat
Toothaches?

Source:

By:

Research suggests that some of the
compounds in cinnamon have antiox-
idant, anti-inflammatory, and antimi-
crobial properties (1Trusted Source,
2Trusted Source, 3Trusted Source,
4Trusted Source).

This may be why some people through-
out history have used the spice to help
treat toothaches and other ailments
(5Trusted Source).

This article explores whether cinnamon
may benefit your gums, oral health, and
dental hygiene.

How cinnamon fights infections
Cinnamon’s antimicrobial properties
may help fight off pathogens like bacte-
ria and fungi (6Trusted Source, 7Trust-
ed Source, 8Trusted Source).

Because many infections of the mouth
are caused by bacteria and fungi, cin-
namon has been studied as a potential
treatment for dental ailments.

Some of the main beneficial com-
pounds in cinnamon are (6Trusted

Source, 9Trusted Source, 10Trusted
Source, 11Trusted Source):

e cinnamaldehyde

e cinnamic acid

e cinnamyl acetate

* cinnamyl alcohol

e coumarin

e eugenol

* linalool

e phenol

* beta-caryophyllene

Antibacterial effects

Cinnamaldehyde appears to be among
the most powerful compounds in cin-
namon. Additionally, the spice contains
other healthy plant compounds known
as polyphenols (12Trusted Source).
These compounds fight bacteria by
damaging their cell walls and prevent-
ing cell division, thereby inhibiting
bacterial growth (8Trusted Source,
13Trusted Source).

Multiple studies have found cinnamon
bark oil to be effective against the

Streptococcus mutans bacterium — a
common cause of cavities, tooth decay,
and enamel erosion — in children with
cavities (14Trusted Source, 15Trusted
Source, 16, 17Trusted Source).
Antifungal effects

Afew of the compounds found in cinna-
mon, particularly cinnamaldehyde, act
as antimicrobials that help fight off bac-
teria and fungi. Whether these benefits
can be applied to promote oral health in
humans remains to be proven.

Does it work for toothaches?
Cinnamon’s anti-inflammatory proper-
ties might help relieve pain, while its an-
timicrobial properties may help prevent
an underlying infection from occurring
and causing pain.

Does it work for gingivitis?

In test-tube studies, cinnamon oils have
been shown to work against various
bacteria strains that can cause gingivi-
tis.

How to use cinnamon on teeth and

gums
In traditional medicine, cinnamon is
often applied directly to the affected
areas in the mouth. Some may chew
on cinnamon sticks, rinse with cinna-
mon water, or mix ground cinnamon
with honey and apply it to the area in
pain.

However, there’s limited evidence
supporting the effectiveness of such
techniques. Plus, most studies on
cinnamon for toothaches and mouth
infections have used either cinnamon
extracts, essential oils, or individual
compounds isolated from cinnamon —
not the ground spice.

Potential side effects

In general, cinnamon is considered safe
for human use. No evidence has sug-
gested that it could be toxic to cells in
the mouth (22Trusted Source, 23Trust-
ed Source, 36Trusted Source).
Nevertheless, there may be risks to
using cinnamon for certain groups of

people or those who apply it directly to
their mouth.

For example, one team of researchers
found that high exposure to cinnamon
extract could change the tooth enamel
— the outer layer of the tooth — and
that overexposure may cause changes
in tooth color (37, 38).

Also, some people may be sensitive to
cinnamon and cinnamon flavors and
even react to cinnamon ingredients with
swelling and inflammation of the mouth
and lips (39Trusted Source, 40Trusted
Source, 41Trusted Source).

What's more, some people are allergic
to cinnamon. Some signs and symp-
toms include experiencing the follow-
ing in the mouth and throat region
(40Trusted Source, 42Trusted Source,
43Trusted Source):

e swelling

* burning

° SOreness

e skin irritation

IRGC dismantles Israehi-limked network i six Irantan provinces

The Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) has dismantled a network with ties
to Israel operating across six provinces in Iran.

The IRGC issued a statement late Sunday night, announcing the arrest of 12
individuals connected to a Zionist-linked network. According to the IRGG, the
suspects were plotting anti-security operations targeting the Iranian public.
The IRGC emphasized that these arrests were part of an ongoing effort to coun-
ter foreign interference, particularly from Israel, which has been accused of co-
ordinating such activities in response to the failure of its broader strategic goals.
The statement noted that Israel, along with its Western and European allies,
especially the United States, has ramped up efforts to destabilize Iran after its

setbacks in Gaza and Lebanon.
The IRGC’s intelligence and security units reportedly worked to identify and
track the network before making the arrests in six provinces, signaling a wide-
spread operation. The statement did not specify the exact nature of the alleged
plots, but it framed the dismantling of the network as a significant victory in the
ongoing confrontation between Iran and its foreign adversaries.

The IRGC'’s statement concluded by reiterating its commitment to protecting
national security and preventing any foreign-backed plots aimed at undermin-
ing Iran’s stability, while also linking the network’s activities to larger geopoliti-
cal dynamics in the region.

Sponge iron production up 11.6% in > months on vear

Production of sponge iron in Iran rose
by 11.6 percent during the first five
months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-August 21), as com-
pared to the same period of time in the
past year, according to the data released
by the Iranian Steel Producers Associa-
tion (ISPA).

The ISPA reported that 17.506 million
tons of sponge iron was produced in
the country during the five-month pe-
riod of this year, while the figure was
15.693 million tons in the same time
span of the past year.

Direct reduced iron (DRI), also called

sponge iron, is produced from the di-
rect reduction of iron ore (in the form
of lumps, pellets, or fines) into iron by
reducing gas or elemental carbon pro-
duced from natural gas or coal. Many
ores are suitable for direct reduction.
While Iran is fighting the U.S. severe
sanctions on its economy, and the
country’s different industrial and eco-
nomic sectors have been affected by the
limitations and difficulties caused by the
sanctions condition, the country’s min-
ing sector is moving forward noticeably,
overcoming such barriers.

Among the mining sector’s different

products, sponge iron is an outstanding
example, as the production of this item
is rising more and more in the country.
Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organiza-
tion (IMIDRO), Iran’s largest metals and
mining holding, has stated that one of
the most important reasons for the in-
crease in sponge iron production in Iran
is the establishment of new sponge iron
plants, adding that in recent years, with
its new strategy and with the participa-
tion of the private sector, the organi-
zation has been able to launch several
projects to produce sponge iron.

Mohammad Reza Ramezani, the Dep-
uty head of Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agri-
culture (IGCIMA) for Legal Affairs has
called for the full implementation of
the law on continuous improvement
of the business environment.
Pointing to the fact that the men-
tioned law was approved in 2010 and
hasn’t been fully implemented yet, the
official called for its implementation
especially with regard to supplying
electricity and gas to industries, the
ICCIMA portal reported.

Speaking in a meeting between the
private sector representatives of Fars
Province with the members of the
Parliament Economic Committee on
Sunday, Ramezani said: “This issue
is one of the important concerns of
economic operators, and steps must
be taken to resolve it.”

“One of the articles included in this

[CCIMA calls for enforcing faw
ont husiness environment improvement

law is Article 25, which emphasizes
that cutting off electricity and gas in
production units should not be con-
sidered during peak consumption
periods, while today this issue has
been reversed and we are witnessing
the cutting of electricity in production
units,” he said.

Emphasizing the need for the partic-
ipation of the members of provincial
chambers of commerce in express-
ing their opinions about the parlia-
ment plans and bills, he said: “We
will send these plans and bills to all
provincial chambers of commerce
when they are announced in the par-
liament, and economic operators are
expected to provide their opinions
about them to the Iran chamber of
commerce so that the submitted
opinions will be provided to the rel-
evant committees of the parliament
after summarizing.”
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