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Pakistan-Iran
defense cooperation:
navigating regional
tensions and non-ki-
netic threats

Pakistan’s Defense Day on Sep-
tember 6 serves as a symbolic
reminder of the nation’s resilience
and growing defense capabilities. It
marks a day when Pakistan not only
celebrates its military achievements
but also reflects on its role in foster-
ing regional stability.

In recent years, Pakistan has found
itself at the crossroads of major
regional transformations, with a
focus on fostering cooperation
with neighboring countries. Among
these, Pakistan-Iran defense coop-
eration has become increasingly
significant, particularly as both na-
tions face common security threats
such as non-state actors, cyber
terrorism, and the ever-evolving
dynamics of West Asia.

The recent exchange of fire between
Pakistani and Iranian border forces
is a stark reminder of the challeng-
es both countries face along their
shared border. It also reminds us
how non-state actors can aggravate
war between two states with un-
foreseen consequences. However,
these incidents also underscore the
importance of deepening defense
cooperation to address security
concerns more effectively by using
military diplomacy and respecting
each other’s sovereignty.

The Pakistan-Iran border, stretch-
ing over 900 kilometers, has long
been a zone of concern for both
countries. The region is marked by
complex terrain and porous bor-
ders, making it susceptible to the
activities of non-state actors, drug
traffickers, and militant groups.
Non-state actors pose a significant
threat to the stability of both Pa-
kistan and Iran. These actors, in-
cluding separatist groups, militant
factions, and drug traffickers, often
operate in the border regions, tak-
ing advantage of the difficult terrain
and weak governance structures.
The recent skirmishes between
border forces underscore the fra-
gility of the situation. Despite the
tensions, both nations have re-
peatedly emphasized the need for
cooperation to secure the border
and prevent non-state actors from
exploiting it. By strengthening de-
fense cooperation, Pakistan and
Iran can jointly tackle the threats
posed by these groups, enhancing
border security and fostering great-
er regional stability.

Non-state actors are not the only
concern for both nations. The rise
of cyber terrorism and non-kinetic
warfare poses an evolving challenge
that transcends physical borders. In
the age of digital connectivity, cyber
threats have become increasingly
sophisticated, with non-state ac-
tors and state-sponsored entities
targeting critical infrastructure,
government institutions, and mili-
tary capabilities. Pakistan and Iran,
having dealt with various non-ki-
netic threats in the past, have de-
veloped a level of expertise that can
be shared with Iran.

Pakistan’s  defense capabilities,
particularly its cyber defense infra-
structure, have grown significantly
in recent years. Pakistan has placed
a strong emphasis on building
cyber defense units, focusing on
both defensive capabilities. The
country’s experience in countering
non-kinetic threats, such as infor-
mation warfare, cyber espionage,
and propaganda campaigns, makes
it well-positioned to deal with such
threats. Similarly, Iran has fought a
long war in the non-kinetic domain
without any external help. This has
allowed Iran to develop indigenous
capabilities to fight any cyber or
non-traditional threat. Both sides
need to share experience and col-
laborate to deal with non-traditional
threats.

_www.esfahan-news.com

How Omn plays il role Iran § plan to become an LAG superpower

Liquefied natural gas (LNG)
has become the world’s most
sought-after emergency ener-
gy source following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine on 24 Feb-
ruary 2022. This is because it
is readily available in the spot
markets and can be moved
quickly to anywhere required,
unlike gas or oil sent through
pipelines.

Unlike pipelined energy as well,
the movement of LNG does not
require the build-out of a vast
acreage of pipelines across
varying terrains and the asso-
ciated heavy infrastructure that
supports it.

Iran is still largest gas produc-
er in West Asia, having tripled
production over the past dec-
ade to around 1 billion cubic
meters (bcm/d). It also holds
the second-largest gas re-
serves on the planet after Rus-
sia, at about 34 trillion cubic
meters (tcm). It is little wonder
that the Islamic Republic has
long planned to become a glob-
al LNG superpower through a
variety of methods, including
one that involves longstanding
ally Oman.

Iran’s plan to use Oman in
its LNG plans was part of
the broader cooperation deal
made between Oman and Iran
in 2013, extended in scope in
2014, and fully ratified in Au-
gust 2015. It was centered on

the Sultanate’s importing at
least 10 billion cubic meters
of natural gas per year (bcm/y)
from Iran for 25 years. The deal
was to have begun in 2017,
valued at roughly $60 billion
at that time. The target was
then changed to 43 bcm/y to
be imported for 15 years, and
then finally altered to at least 28
bcm/y for a minimum period of
15 years.

According to a statement at the
signing of the 2014 deal from
the then-managing director of
the National Iranian Gas Export
Company (NIGEC), Mehran
Amir-Moeini, the Iranian com-
pany was already working on
the different contract mecha-
nisms for the key phases of the
project. Specifically, the land
section of the project would
comprise around 200 kilom-
eters of 56-inch pipeline (to
be constructed in Iran), to run
from Rudan to Mobarak Mount
in the southern Hormozgan
province. The sea section
would include a 192-kilometre
section of 36-inch pipeline
along the bed of the Oman Sea
at depths of up to 1,340 me-
ters, from Iran to Sohar Port
in Oman. In broad terms, this
deal was intended to allow for
the completely free movement
of Iranian gas (and later oil)
via Oman through the Gulf of
Oman and out into the world
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oil and gas markets. The route
was designed to allow Iran the
same sanctions-free flows that
it was operating via Iraq at that
time, and to this day. From
Oman’s side, all the preliminary
work related to seabed sur-
veys, design of the pipeline and
its accessories and the com-
pressor stations was complet-
ed some time ago. The depth
of the subsea pipeline had
been increased in August 2016
due to the heightened political
tensions between Saudi Ara-
bia and Iran resulting in a plan
modified to avoid the territorial
waters of the then-U.S. ally, the
United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.).
Once the gas had made its
way to Oman, the technicali-
ties of Iran becoming an LNG
producer  were  extremely
straightforward. The origi-
nal plan, according to Alireza
Kameli, managing director of
the National Iranian Gas Ex-
port Company (NIGEC), would
have entailed Tehran utilizing
about 25 percent of Oman’s
then-total 1.5 million tons per
year LNG production capacity
to produce Iranian LNG. This
would then have been load-
ed on to the specialized LNG
transport vessels for export to
European and Asian markets,
in return for commission pay-
ments to Oman. Overall, the
Islamic Republic’s plan was to

become the largest exporter of
gas —including that in LNG and
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
forms —to Europe and Western
Asia, with a focus on China,
South Korea and Pakistan.
Prior to the withdrawal of the
U.S. fromthe Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (‘JCPOA’, or
colloquially ‘the nuclear deal’)
in May 2018, there had been
no shortage of international
oil and gas firms companies
looking to take part in the
Iran-Oman pipeline. France’s
Total, Germany’s Uniper and
E.ON, South Korea’s KOGAS,
Japan’s Mitsui, and Shell had
all expressed serious interest
in being involved, among oth-
ers. Given the potentially sanc-
tions-busting nature of the pro-
ject, though, the U.S. included
the Iran-Oman LNG project in
its efforts to prevent Iran from
meaningfully expanding its hy-
drocarbons export routes into
the booming market of Asia.
Before the dispute between
Saudi and Qatar erupted again,
Washington’s main alternative
for Oman was that it increased
its uptake of gas from Qatar, via
the existing Dolphin Pipeline
that runs from Qatar to Oman
through the U.A.E., or in LNG
form, but it refused. Oman’s
desire to re-energize the plans
for the Iran-Oman gas pipe-
line was fanned by the U.A.E.’s
demands for an increasingly
large fee for allowing the tran-
sit of gas from Iran through its
waters, again part of the U.S.
strategy to persuade Oman to
take its gas from Qatar.

With U.S. sanctions firmly back
in place in 2018, though, Oman
backed away from the plan,
to be replaced by Russia’s
Gazprom in Iran’s LNG pro-
gram, which duly signed two
memoranda of understand-
ing with the NIOG concerning
the rollout of a two-fold joint
strategy regarding gas. The
first part concerned a gas co-
operation roadmap between
the two companies, and the
second part detailed the con-
struction of Iranian LNG facil-
ities in partnership with Iran’s
Oil  Industry Pension Fund.

Initially, this would allow Gaz-
prom to effectively take over
from Germany’s Linde on its
own then-60 percent complete
Iran LNG complex, and later to
be integral in the construction
of mini-LNG complexes. Gaz-
prom would take payment for
its work from the sale of gas
both from this complex and
from part of the output from
fields feeding gas into it. These
plans, though, were again put
on hold due to increased U.S.
sanctions against both Iran and
Russia, and a relatively poor
global LNG price outlook at the
time. Additionally, China was
again interested in taking part
in the LNG project as part of its
wider 25-year deal with Iran.
That said, the middle of April
last year saw Oman Energy
Minister, Salim al-Aufi, state
that the long-stalled Iran-Oman
pipeline was finally progress-
ing once again, with expecta-
tions that it will commence op-
erations late this year or early
2025. Additionally, less than a
month ago Oman announced
the construction of a new LNG
plant in Qalhat, with an annual
production capacity estimated
at 3.8 million metric tons, rais-
ing the Sultanate’s LNG pro-
duction to 15.2 million metric
tons per year. It is expected to
be fully operational by 2029.
Beneficially for Iran, and China,
is that the Iran-Oman gas route
and adjunct infrastructure
will complement Iran’s sanc-
tions-busting Goreh-Jask pipe-
line, which has the capacity to
transport at least 1 million bpd
of oil from Iran’s major oil fields
and runs from Goreh in the
Shoaybiyeh-ye Gharbi Rural
District of Khuzestan Province
1100 kilometres to the port of
Jask in Hormozgan province
on the Gulf of Oman. Accord-
ing to Oman’s Rumhy, Muscat
is happy to be a conduit for the
gas pipeline that would begin
in Iran’s supergiant South Pars
gas field and run to Sohar in
the north of Oman. This pipe-
line would then link up to the
existing pipeline that runs from
there to Salalah near the Yem-
eni border.

[ndonesia’s Independence Day celebrated m Tehran

The Indonesian Embassy in Iran cele-
brated the 79th anniversary of the coun-
try’s Independence Day at the place of
Parsian Azadi Hotel in Tehran on Thurs-
day evening (September 5).

The event was attended by a number
of high-ranking officials and diplomats,
including Ali-Asghar Mohammadi from
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Addressing the ceremony, Indonesian
Ambassador to Tehran Ronny Prasetyo
Yuliantoro delivered a speech, the text of
which comes as follows:

It is an immense pleasure that we gather
here this evening to celebrate the 79th
anniversary of Indonesia’s Independ-
ence Day.

This Independence Day has always been
a special day for us, Indonesians, which
we celebrate annually and joyously. This
celebration not only commemorates
Indonesia’s hard-fought independence
but also an opportunity of us to reflect
upon Indonesia’s remarkable journey of
achievements over the past 79 years.
There has been many obstacles and
challenges that Indonesia has overcome
to reach to this point, where we made
significant progress in maintaining po-
litical and economic stability, eradicating
poverty, building infrastructure and sta-
ble business landscape, and facilitating
investment.

Indonesia’s economic growth has al-
ways been maintained at around 5.0%,
higher than the global average growth
of 3.4%.

This year, our 79th Anniversary Celebra-
tion theme is “Nusantara Baru Indonesia
Maju”... which implies to Indonesia’s
new capital to advancing Indonesia.
This theme directly underlined the relo-
cation of Indonesia’s capital from Jakar-
ta to Nusantara. The capital relocation
is a strategic step taken by Indonesia to
balance regional development and eco-
nomic equality throughout the country.
The relocation to new capital, Nusantara,
is also one of the fundamental steps for
Indonesia in order to achieve success
of the Vision of Golden Indonesia 2045,
which implies a future view of Indonesia
achieving the status of a developed and
prosperous country 100 years after its
independence.
With the country’s strength opportuni-
ties, including the estimated population
of 309 million people,... economic
growth projections of 5 to 6 percent,
.. GDP of 9 point 1 trillion US dollar...
and with per capita income to reach
more than 25 thousand US dollar in
the next 22 years,... we are optimistic
that Indonesia will become the world’s
fourth-largest economy by its centenary
in 2045.
Please allow me to extent my sincere
congratulations to the Government and
the people of the Islamic Republic of
Iran for the successful election of the
new President and the formation of the
new cabinet under His Excellency Dr.
Masoud Pezeshkian.
Similar to Iran, Indonesia will also have

a new president and cabinet this year. To
this note, we are hopeful that Indonesia
and Iran will further boost bilateral coop-
eration especially in the fields of trade,
health, science and technology.

Over the years, Indonesia and Iran have
shared deep-rooted historical and cul-
tural ties that have evolved into a dy-
namic partnership encompassing vari-
ous sectors such as trade,... culture,...
education,... and people-to-people
exchanges.

As a foundation for stronger trade co-
operation between Indonesia and Iran,
the Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA)
has been signed by both countries. Cur-
rently, the PTA is in the final process of
ratification by both Iran and Indonesia.
Health sector is also one of the cooper-
ation priorities between Indonesia and
Iran. Both countries have signed several
agreements in the health sector, such as:
a. MoU Pilot Project for Construction of
a Robotic Telesurgery Center at four In-
donesian General Hospitals

b. MoU Pilot Project on Telemedicine
System which has been running in four
Provinces in Indonesia

c. In the field of higher education, there
are four MoUs on Sister University
Collaboration that have been signed
between Health Polytechnics in Indo-
nesia and Tehran University of Medical
Science (TUMS)
Government-to-government  coopera-
tion remains an essential component of
our bilateral relationship. We have ac-

tively engaged in diplomatic discussions
through government and parliamentary
officials visits to address various chal-
lenges and opportunities based on mu-
tual respect and understanding.

In this regard, | am confident that Indone-
sia and Iran bilateral relationship will fur-
ther strengthen for many years to come.

| would like to take this opportunity to
express my gratitude to the Iranian gov-
ernment and people... for their warm
hospitality and support extended to the
Indonesian community here in Tehran
and in many cities in Iran.

‘Iran, Indonesia hoped to witness a
new chapter in deepening ties’
Addressing the same event, Ali-Asghar
Mohammadi said: “I hope that during
the tenure of the new governments
in Iran and Indonesia, we will witness
opening a new chapter of expanding and
deepening the relationship between the
two great countries.”

He also stated:

I'm pleased to say that relations between
our two countries have always been
marked with friendship, cooperation,
respect and mutual understanding.

Our engagement in Indonesia as one of
the most influential Islamic countries is
beyond bilateral ties, since we both be-
lieve in multilateralism in international
relations, and I'm honored to state that
the two major powers in the South East
Asia and West Asia have been success-
ful to achieve their common goals in
this regard.

Sunday - 2024 September 08 - No: 1686

ISFAHAN NEWS

Gasoline con-
sumption in Iran
hits new record

high

Increasing inter-city trips in
the last month of summer
in Iran have sent gasoline
and gasoil consumption to
new highs, according to the
head of the National Iranian
Oil Products Distribution
Company (NIOPDC).
Keramat Veis-Karami said
that since the beginning of
Shahrivar, the last month
of summer in Iran, on
22 August, gasoline con-
sumption has reached 132
million liters per day, up
by eight percent against
the similar period last year
when daily consumption of
the product stood at 122
million liters.

He further said that since
the beginning of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year
of 1403, on 20 March,
average daily gasoline
consumption has hit 123
million liters, up by seven
percent compared to the
corresponding period last
year, Shana reported.
On Saturday, 31 August,
gasoline consumption
reached new high of 142
million liters per day while
a day earlier its consump-
tion stood at 138 million
liters which was mainly due
to the summer holidays
and the growing number of
travelers who hit the roads.
According to the official,
since the beginning of
Shahrivar, 22 August, dai-
ly gasoil consumption has
reached 65 million liters
on average and sometimes
the transportation sector’s
gasoil consumption has
risen by 14 percent which
should be managed be-
cause the sector’s fuel con-
sumption has gone up by
10 percent when compared
with last year figures.

“In cooperation with other
public and governmen-
tal bodies especially road
transportation officials, we
should move in a way that
gasoil and diesel alloca-
tion to the trucks carrying
cargos in intra-city and
inter-city roads be based
on the actual distance they
travel.” the NIOPDC head
told Shana.

He also said that the in-
creasing number of vehi-
cles in the country, rising
summer vacation trips,
using air conditioners by
cars in warm weather, and
worn-out vehicles are sev-
eral reasons behind rising
gasoline  consumption.
It's noteworthy that cheap
prices of gasoline and gas-
oil in Iran also tempt fuel
smuggling. Turkey, Paki-
stan, and Afghanistan are
among the main destina-
tions where smuggling fuel
to them is lucrative.



INTERNATIONAL

Sunday - 2024 September 08 - No: 1686

ISFAHAN NEWS

IRGC commander

highlights growing

defensive strength
of trio islands

The commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps Navy
emphasized the strategic im-
portance of the trio islands,
which include Greater Tunb,
Lesser Tunb, and Abu Musa.
Rear Admiral Alireza Tangsi-
ri, head of IRGC Navy, noted
that the defensive capabilities
of these islands are continu-
ously advancing, stating: “The
defensive strength of these is-
lands is increasing with each
passing moment.”

In his remarks, Commander
Tangsiri stressed that the mo-
rale of the IRGC Navy forces
deployed to these islands re-
mains high, and their defense
capabilities continue to grow.
“The operational status of all
IRGC Navy personnel on the
trio islands is strong, and our
defense capabilities on these
islands are expanding every
moment,” he stated, under-
scoring the ongoing efforts to
fortify the region.
Commander Tangsiri also em-
phasized the broader signifi-
cance of maintaining security
in this area, noting that the
trio islands are a core opera-
tional zone for the IRGGC Navy.
He pointed out that safe-
guarding these islands is one
of the IRGC Navy’s primary
missions and is carried out
under the direct guidance of
the Commander-in-Chief of
Iran’s Armed Forces.
During his visit, Commander
Tangsiri also touched on the
recent phase of equipment
integration, which took place
last month. “One of the pri-
mary objectives of this visit
was to assess the operational
status of the newly deployed
defense systems, particular-
ly on the islands and around
the Strait of Hormuz,” he

explained. These systems
include missile platforms,
unmanned aerial vehicles

(drones), and other critical
defensive technologies, all of
which are fully operational,
ensuring the security and sta-
bility of the region.

In a message directed to
neighboring and  friendly
countries in the Persian Gulf
and the Gulf of Oman, Com-
mander Tangsiri reiterated
Iran’s stance of promoting
peace and unity. “Our mes-
sage to our neighbors and
the Muslim nations is one
of friendship, brotherhood,
and unity. The presence of
foreign powers in this region
only serves to create division
and discord,” he said, reiter-
ating that Iran will stand firm
against any attempts by for-
eign forces to undermine re-
gional stability. Citing a verse
from the Quran, he added,
“We stand by the divine com-
mand: ‘And prepare against
them whatever forces you can
muster.”

Commander Tangsiri’s visits
also included an evaluation
of some of the latest defense
systems integrated into the
units stationed on Iran’s
southern islands. The newly
deployed equipment, includ-
ing strategic cruise missile
systems, was put through
rigorous tests to ensure
readiness in any defensive
scenario.
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1 Wn Yasin Khosravi won Iran’s sixth gold
Khosra‘_" Wllls medal in the men’s shot put- F57 of
Iran’s S|Xth gold the 2024 Paralympic Games on Friday.

. He came first with 15.96 meters and
at shot pllt in also broke the Paralympics record.

pics

2024 Paralym-

Khosravi rang the bronze bell at the
Stade de France. Brazilian thrower
Thiago Paulino dos Santos claimed
silver medal with 15.06 and Indian

Hokato Hotozhe Sema seized the
bronze with 14.65 meters. Khosravi
won lran’s sixth gold in Paris 2024.
Shooter Sareh Javanmardi, shot putter
Amirhossein Alipour, javelin thrower
Saeid Afrouz, powerlifter Rouhollah
Rostami and sitting volleyball team
had previously won five gold medals
in Paris.

The Benelits of Starting
Your Day witha Walk

Source:

By:

When you wake up in the morning,
movement might not be your first pri-
ority. But starting your day with a walk
— whether it's around your neighbor-
hood or part of your commute to work
or school — can offer your body a
number of health benefits.

Here are 10 reasons why you may
want to start your day by getting in
some steps. There are also a few tips
to seamlessly work it into your daily
routine.

1. Boost your energy

Starting out your day with a walk may
give you more energy throughout the
day. If you walk outdoors, that’s espe-
cially true.

Studies show that adults who walked
for 20 minutes outdoors experienced
more vitality and energy than those
who walked for 20 minutes indoors.

A small study found that 10 minutes of
stair walking was more energizing than
a cup of coffee for 18 women who felt
sleep-deprived.

The next time you need a morning en-

ergy boost or feel tired when you wake
up, you may want to try a walk.

2. Improve your mood

There are physiological benefits to
walking in the morning, too.

A walk may help:

e improve self-esteem

* hoost mood

* reduce stress

e reduce anxiety

e reduce fatigue

e gase depression symptoms or reduce
your risk for depression

For best results, try walking for 20 to
30 minutes at least 5 days a week.

3. Complete your physical activity for
the day

One benefit of walking in the morning
is that you'll complete your physical
activity for the day — before any oth-
er family, work, or school obligations
derail you.

The Physical Activity Guidelines for
Americans recommends that healthy
adults should complete at least 150
to 300 minutes of moderate-intensity

exercise per week.

Try to complete a 30-minute walk 5
mornings a week to meet these re-
quirements.

4. It may help you lose weight
Walking in the morning may help you
meet your weight loss goals. Walking
at a moderate pace for 30 minutes can
burn up to 150 calories. Combined
with a healthy diet and strength train-
ing, you may find you lose weight.

5. Prevent or manage health condi-
tions

Walking can offer numerous benefits
for your health, including boosting
your immunity, as well as preventing
and helping you manage various health
conditions.

StudiesTrusted Source show that walk-
ing for 30 minutes per day can reduce
your risk for heart disease by 19 per-
cent. If you live with diabetes, walking
may also help lower your blood sugar
levels.

It can even help increase your life span
and reduce your risk for cardiovascular

disease and certain cancers.
6. Strengthen muscles
Walking may help strengthen the
muscles in your legs. For best results,
walk at a moderate to brisk pace. Try
to change up your routine and climb
stairs, walk up and down hills, or walk
at an incline on the treadmill.

Add in leg-strengthening exercises

like squats and lunges several times a
week for more muscle tone.

7. Improve mental clarity

A morning walk may help improve
your mental clarity and ability to focus
throughout the day.

8. Sleep better at night

Walking first thing may help you sleep
better at night later.

Electricity has been supplied to 510 villages throughout the
country during the past three years, Iran’s Power Generation,
Distribution, and Transmission Company (known as Tavanir) an-

nounced.

Head of Tavanir Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi has said the coun-
try’s Energy Ministry plans to construct new power plants
with a total capacity of 22,000 megawatts (MW) across the

country.

Stating that in the past three years, up to three billion dollars
have been invested annually in the electricity industry, Rajabi

years.

Mashhadi said: “the construction of 22,000 megawatts of new
power plants, half of which will be renewable, has been targeted.”
According to the official, the mentioned power plants, including
12,000 MW of renewable power plants and 9,000 WM of cycle
power plants, should be commissioned within the next three

Statistics indicate that Iran’s generation of electricity during the
administration of the late President Ebrahim Raisi registered a
13.5 percent growth, with Iran generating more electricity than
industrialized countries like the UK and ltaly.

OPEC chref praises ran’s former orl minister

SHANA PHOTO
Mojtaba Mohammadgholl

The secretary general of the Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) has thanked Iran’s former OQil
Minister Javad Qji for his positive con-
tribution to the organization, Tasnim
News Agency reported.

In a message to Oji, Haitham al-Ghais
said: “I have received the news of the
change in the oil ministry of your hon-
orable country, in recognition of your
valuable services to the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries, on my
behalf and on behalf of this organization
and the staff of the OPEC secretariat, |
express my gratitude and appreciation.”
According to Shana, Haitham al-Ghais
sent a letter to the oil and energy min-
isters of 12 OPEC member countries
calling them to support the celebration

of the 64th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Organization.

“[The organization] has an instrumental
role to play for decades to come on the
path towards an inclusive energy tran-
sition for our global energy future,” he
said.

As we reach a significant milestone in
the history of our organization, it is with
immense pride and gratitude that we
celebrate our 64th Anniversary of the
Organization of the Petroleum Export-
ing on 14 September.

This momentous occasion offers us
a unique opportunity to reflect on our
journey between 10 and 14 September
1960, OPEC’s five Founding Fathers de-
scended on the Al-Shaab Hall in Bagh-
dad, Iraq, to establish the Organization.

Through their visionary leadership and
undisputed commitment to dialogue
and cooperation, the esteemed Member
Countries have created an organiza-
tion that today represents a key pillar
in the international energy community.
Working towards the noble goal of a
balanced and stable global oil market in
the interest of producers, consumers,
and investors, through the decades,
we have grown, adapted, and thrived,
emerging as a leading entity in the En-
ergy Industry.

Elsewhere in the letter we read: It is ev-
ident more than ever that OPEC has an
instrumental role to play for decades to
come on the path towards an inclusive
energy transition for our global energy
future.

Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCI-
MA) is scheduled to dispatch a trade
delegation to Uzbekistan’s capital on
September 19, the ICCIMA portal re-
ported.

The delegation will be headed by
ICCIMA Head Samad Hassanzadeh
upon an invitation by Uzbekistan’s
embassy in Tehran.

The visit is aimed at giving a further
boost to trade cooperation between
Iran and Uzbekistan.

During their five-day stay in Uzbeki-
stan, the Iranian delegation will ex-
plore cooperation in different areas
including tourism and handicrafts,
auto industry, textile industry, phar-
maceuticals, chemicals and hygienic
products, energy, petrochemicals
and polymer, techno-engineering
services, mining and constructional
products, agricultural and food in-
dustries and information technology.
The visit will also include business
forums and B2B meetings in Tash-
kent and Khiva as well as visiting

trade and industrial centers across
the Central Asian country and hold-
ing a meeting in the Iranian embassy
in Uzbekistan.

Back in May, Iran’s Ambassador in
Uzbekistan Mohammad-Ali Eskandari
met with the Minister of Investment,
Industry, and Trade of Uzbekistan
Laziz Kudratov to discuss expanding
economic, trade, and industrial ties.
Referring to the recent mutual visits
of economic officials from both coun-
tries and the resulting agreements,
Eskandari emphasized the need to
facilitate the process of economic
and trade relations between the two
countries.

Meanwhile, Kudratov expressed sat-
isfaction with the increased trade re-
lations between the two countries in
recent years and the goals set by the
two countries’ presidents to raise the
volume of bilateral trade to one billion
dollars.

Additionally, he called for advocating
plans that would accelerate the imple-
mentation process.
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