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Revolutionary
diplomat

The world of diplomacy lost a
shining star on that fateful day
when Hossein Amir Abdollahi-
an, the foreign minister, trag-
ically perished in a helicopter
crash in northwest Iran.
Throughout his career, Amir
Abdollahian dedicated his life
to active engagement in inter-
national affairs, accumulating
valuable experiences and in-
sights into Iran’s capabilities,
the evolving dynamics of the
international system, and re-
gional conditions.

Known for his exceptional dip-
lomatic skills, he had a deep un-
derstanding of regional devel-
opments and was recognized
for his ethical conduct, humility,
and tireless dedication.

One of the remarkable aspects
of Amir Abdollahian’s diplo-
matic career was his warm and
close relationships with leaders
and supporters of the resist-
ance front both inside and out-
side Iran. His mutual trust with
key figures in the region and
beyond underscored his com-
petence as a diplomat.

Amir Abdollahian’s active ap-
proach toward the ongoing
Israeli atrocities and massacre
in Gaza highlighted his com-
mitment to supporting the op-
pressed. He became a voice for
the innocent children in Gaza,
whose plight often goes unno-
ticed by the Western world.
Following Iran’s missile and
drone strikes against Israel,
codenamed “True Promise,”
a prominent European foreign
minister contacted Amir Ab-
dollahian expressing distress
over the attacks and their im-
pact on his sleep. In response,
Amir Abdollahian pointed out
that the defenseless people
in Gaza have been under re-
lentless bombardment for six
months, resulting in the deaths
of thousands of women and
children, and questioned why
such crimes had not disturbed
his sleep.

Described by the Leader of the
Islamic  Revolution Ayatollah
Khamenei as an active and ded-
icated diplomat, Amir Abdolla-
hian’s legacy as a diplomat will
undoubtedly shine brightly in
the annals of Iranian diplomacy.
While some attempt to create a
false dichotomy between battle-
ground and diplomacy, portray-
ing them as conflicting issues,
Amir Abdollahian’s tenure as
foreign minister exemplified the
symbiotic relationship between
the two. He demonstrated that
battleground  without diplo-
macy is largely futile and that
diplomacy without the backing
of battleground power is inef-
fectual.

Amir Abdollahian exemplified
what it means to be a revolu-
tionary diplomat, bridging the
gap between theory and prac-
tice with unwavering commit-
ment. His name will undoubt-
edly be etched in the annals of
Iranian diplomacy as a beacon
of integrity, dedication, and
unwavering commitment to ad-
vancing Iran’s interests on the
global stage.

In conclusion, martyr Hossein
Amir Abdollahian’s legacy as
a revolutionary diplomat will
serve as an inspiration for fu-
ture generations of diplomats.
His unwavering dedication to
justice and defending the op-
pressed will continue to reso-
nate in corridors of diplomacy,
reminding us of the importance
of upholding ethical principles
and working tirelessly for a
more just and peaceful world.
May his memory be honored
and his legacy cherished for
years to come.
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Beijing amazmg

When | visited China Content
Broadcasting Network (CCBN)
2024 Exhibition, | was really
impressed by the idea that the
venue was the site of a former
steel mill, and some parts of the
mill were so well preserved that
to me it was like a museum.
CCBN 2024, an international
exhibition was held at Beijing
Shougang Convention and Ex-
hibition Center at Shougang
Park.

Built on the site of a former
steel mill, the park’s history
leads us back to the Olympic
Games 2008, which were a
catalyst for its transformation
into the vibrant community it
is today.

Established in 1919, in its peak
years the site produced as
much as 10 million tons of iron
and steel. But nearly 90 years
later, ahead of Beijing 2008,
the city developed an ambitious
plan to fight air pollution. As a
result, production was grad-
ually halted, leaving room for

ternational law.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry has condemned
the U.S. court-ordered auction of
shares in Venezuela's Citgo Petroleum
Corporation, calling it a violation of in-

R

the industrial site to be trans-
formed into a bustling hub fit
for tourism, sport and cultural
events.

Any building deemed structur-
ally safe was kept as intact as
possible. Smokestacks, blast
furnaces and other factory
and warehouse remains are
now surrounded by expansive
greenery, sports facilities, com-
mercial buildings and modern
offices, including the headquar-
ters of the Beijing 2022 Organ-
izing Committee.

| also visited another amazing
place in Beijing, which was built
in the site of an old factory.

It was the iconic 798 Art Zone
or Dashanzi Art District, which
is a complex of 50-year-old de-
commissioned military factory
buildings boasting a unique
architectural style that houses
a thriving artistic community
in Dashanzi, Chaoyang District,
Beijing.

This bustling area is a hub for
contemporary Chinese art with
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In a statement released Wednesday
night, Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Nasser Kanaani denounced the move
as an illegal confiscation and sale of
Venezuelan assets, describing it as an

a wide array of different styles.
This old factory compound has
been perfectly converted to
house numerous galleries and
bookshops and cafes.

The area is often called the
798 Art District or Factory 798
although technically, Factory
#798 is only one of several
structures inside the complex
formerly known as 718 Joint
Factory.

The area is anchored by the
UCCA Center for Contemporary
Art, the largest and most visit-
ed venue in the area. In recent
years, it has been the main ven-
ue for the annual Beijing Queer
Film Festival and Beijing Design
Week.

Joint Factory 718 began pro-
duction in 1957, amid a gran-
diose opening ceremony and
display of Communist brother-
hood between China and East
Germany, attended by high of-
ficials of both countries.

The factory quickly established
a reputation for itself as one of

rights.

The auction, initiated on Monday, could
see Venezuela’'s 113-year-old oil refin-
er, Citgo, placed in the hands of U.S.
rivals or investors. The Houston-based
refiner is legally owned by Venezuelan
major energy company PDVSA. It re-

the best in China. Through its
several danwei or “work units”,
it offered considerable social
benefits to its 10,000-20,000
workers, especially considering
the relative poverty of the coun-
try during such periods as the
Great Leap Forward.

After 10 years of operation,
Joint Factory 718 was split into
more manageable components,
such as sub-Factories 706,
707,751,761, 797 and 798.
However, the factory came
under pressure during Deng
Xiaoping’s reforms of the
1980s. Deprived of govern-
mental support like many
state-owned enterprises, it un-
derwent a gradual decline and
was eventually rendered obso-
lete. By the late 1980s and early
1990s, most sub-factories had
ceased production, 60 percent
of the workers had been laid
off.

The Dashanzi factory complex
was vacated at around the time
when most of Beijing’s con-
temporary artist community
was looking for a new home.
Avant-garde art was frowned
upon by the government and
the community had traditional-
ly existed on the fringes of the
city.

Then in 1995, Beijing’s Central
Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA),
looking for storage and work-
shop space, set up in the now
defunct Factory 706. The tem-
porary move became perma-
nent and in 2000 Sui Jianguo,
Dean of the Department of
Sculpture, located his own stu-
dio in the area. The cluttered
sculpture  workshops  have
always remained open for vis-
itors to peek at the dozens of
workers milling about.

By 2003, an artistic community
of over 30 artists, designers,

‘Illegal rohhery’: Iran condemns LS. auction of Venezuela’s Citgo ol firm

act of revenge for Venezuela’s success-
ful resistance against U.S. sanctions.
“The courageous and intelligent re-
sistance and persistence of Venezuela
against the cruel unilateral sanctions
of the U.S., which foiled the political
schemes of the White House in in-
ternational circles against Venezuela,
prompted Washington to exact re-
venge on Caracas and steal the prop-
erty of the Latin American country that
belongs to the Venezuelan people,”
Kanaani stated.

He reaffirmed Iran’s unwavering sup-
port for the Venezuelan government
and people in their defense of their

billion.

portedly registered a $2.8 billion profit
last year and could be valued at $13

While Venezuelan officials, including
Vice President Delcy Rodriguez, have
denounced the auction as a “robbery”
and vowed not to recognize any “fraud-
ulent transaction,” the U.S. court has
proceeded with the sale.

Caracas stated that it will adopt “all
measures at its disposal to prevent
the final consummation of the seizure
of Citgo” and reserves the right to take
action against those who acquire, fa-
cilitate, or negotiate the shares of the
PDVSA subsidiary.

Washington believes it is free to do
what it wants with the oil firm, as it
recognizes a “parallel government”
established by former opposition lead-
er Juan Guaido as Venezuela’s state,
rather than the elected government of
Nicolds Maduro.

Iv transforms old factories mto tourtsm, sport, cultural hubs

and publishers had developed.
One of the first exhibition spac-
es, Beijing Tokyo Art Projects,
was opened by Tabata Yukihito
of Japan’s Tokyo Gallery. Inside
a 400-m2 division of Factory
798’s main area, this was the
first renovated space featuring
the high arched ceilings that
would become synonymous
with the Art District. BTAP’s
2002 opening exhibition “Bei-
jing Afloat” (curator: Feng
Boyi), drew a crowd of over
1,000 people and marked the
beginning of the popular infat-
uation with the area.

Several exhibitions of note took
place in 2003, and since then
the “798 Art Zone” has been a
landmark and a gathering place
in Beijing for those who love art
and culture.

Since 2001, artists from around
and outside Beijing have been
gathering in Factory 798. Their
unique artistic vision has found
the advantages of this place for
artistic work.

They rent and make full use of
the factory buildings. With a
little furnishing and decoration,
they successfully turn these de-
commissioned factories into a
special space for art exhibition
and creation.

798 Art District is now home
to nearly 200 galleries, exhi-
bitions, art centers, and inde-
pendent artists. You can find
many creatively designed ar-
chitectures, stylish boutiques,
cafes and restaurants here.

A bunch of once-abandoned
factories has now become
synonymous with art and origi-
nality. 798 Art District is one of
the most avant-garde places in
Beijing. No matter you are an
art enthusiast or not, 798 Art
District will show you a differ-
ent Beijing.

[rantan commander pralses v1gllant proteotmn ol nattonal airspace

Brigadier General Alireza Sabahifard, commander of
the Islamic Republic of Iran Air Defense Force (IRI-
ADF), a branch of the nation’s Army, has praised the
force’s rigorous oversight of Iran’s airspace.
Speaking on Friday, General Sabahifard emphasized
the Air Defense Force’s capability to detect even the
slightest movements near the country’s air borders.
“Our Air Defense Force maintains constant vigilance
over our airspace,” General Sabahifard stated, high-
lighting that ensuring the security and peace of mind
of Iranian citizens is the top priority for the Armed

Forces, including the Army and the Air Defense Force.

Earlier this month, General Sabahifard noted the
significant achievements of the Air Defense Force in
recent years. He pointed out that the force has made
substantial progress by relying on domestic capabili-
ties, advancing rapidly through self-reliance.

He explained that the IRIADF is equipped with a va-
riety of systems that enable it to respond swiftly to

potential threats. The force has also achieved notable
advancements in specialized areas, particularly in de-
veloping various types of drones and radars.

Iran’s strategy to enhance the self-sufficiency of its
Armed Forces is based on internal expertise and ef-
forts. Following the guidance of Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, Iranian

non-negotiable.

officials have consistently emphasized that the coun-
try’s military capabilities are purely defensive and

General Sabahifard also affirmed that Iran’s Islamic
Revolution is resistant to sabotage and conspiracies
by “a handful of deceived individuals.” He stressed
that the unity and integrity of the nation have continu-
ally neutralized enemies’ plots.

“As long as our Islamic society maintains unity, in-
tegrity, and empathy, any acts of sabotage against the
country will be ineffective,” he stated.

Additionally, General Sabahifard urged a strong turn-

out in the upcoming presidential election scheduled
for June 28. He remarked that nationwide participa-

tion in the political process is crucial for thwarting

enemy schemes against Iran.

“The Iranian people never submit to subjugation and
are dedicated to contributing to the nation’s pro-
gress,” he concluded.
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Lahore hosts
Iran-Pakistan
business forum

The Pakistani city of Lahore
hosted a meeting to explore
the opportunities to increase
trade volume between Iran and
Pakistan to $10 billion, a target
that was agreed upon during
the last visit of the late Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi to the
neighboring country.

The Thursday meeting was
attended by ambassadors of
Iran and Pakistan, as well as
officials from the Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FPCCI),
to explore opportunities to in-
crease trade volume between
the two countries to the $10
billion.

At the outset of the meeting,
Pakistani officials and traders
discussed the obstacles ham-
pering business activities be-
tween the two nations. These
included the lack of banking
channels, the necessity of
building a gas pipeline from
Iran to Pakistan, the imple-
mentation of a barter mech-
anism, the need to expedite
the finalization of a free trade
agreement, and the impor-
tance of holding specialized
exhibitions of Pakistani goods
similar to the Iranian initiative
in organizing Iran Expo.
Iranian Ambassador to Islam-
abad, Reza Amiri Moghadam,
highlighted the significant ca-
pacity of the Chabahar port,
suggesting that Pakistani eco-
nomic players and traders can
leverage this port to access the
Iranian market and transfer
their goods to Western Asian
and European markets.

On the other hand, Pakistani
Ambassador to Iran, Muham-
mad Mudassir Tipu, pointed to
the important tourism and eco-
nomic capacities in the Islamic
Republic of Iran, emphasizing
the need for the Pakistani gov-
ernment and private sector to
utilize these opportunities.
Zaki Aijaz, the regional head of
the FPCCI, stated that the two
countries need to boost joint
efforts to increase bilateral
trade to the $10 billion target.

Iran’s House of
Industrialists
opens office in
Balkan region

Iran’s House of Industrialists
has opened an office in East
Europe and Balkan region, ac-
cording to the director of the
House.

Alireza Banihashemi said on
Wednesday that these offic-
es intend to create and give
a boost to sustainable export
markets, attract investors,
transfer technology, and help
the exports of technological
services.

He added that the office in the
Balkan region is the thirteenth
such office that Iran’s House
of Industrialists have opened
abroad.

Offices have earlier been in
Australia, Oman, Dubai, Turki-
ye, Russia, Afghanistan, Turk-
menistan, Africa, lvory Coast,
Tajikistan, Germany, Britain
and lItaly, he noted.

Ali Tahmak, who has been
appointed as the head of the
office in Balkan, also said that
“we will soon be witnessing
extensive economic activity
between [Balkan] countries
and lran”.
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Iran-China
trade stands at
about $6b in
five months

China’s Customs Office put
the trade exchanges be-
tween Iran and China in the
first five months of the cur-
rent year (January to May
2024) at about $6.0 billion.
It said the trade exchanges
between the two countries
in the first five months of
the current year reached
$5.9 billion, showing a nine
percent decline compared
to last year's correspond-
ing period.

The trade exchanges be-
tween Iran and China from
January to May 2023 had
been $6.5 billion, the report
added.

China imported $1.8 billion
of products from Iran in the
first five months of 2024,
showing a five percent
decline compared to last
year's corresponding pe-
riod, it stated, Mehr news
agency reported.

China had imported $1.9
billion of products from
Iran between January and
May 2023.

Also, China exported $4.1
billion of products to Iran
from January to May 2024,
showing a 10 percent down
compared to last year’s
corresponding  period.
China had exported $4.6
billion of products to Iran
from January to May 2023.
China imported $245 mil-
lion of products from Iran
in May 2024 while export-
ing $594 million of prod-
ucts to Iran in this period,
the report went on to say.
Earlier, China Customs an-
nounced that the trade ex-
changes between Iran and
China stood at more than
$4.0 billion from January
to March 2024.
According to the data re-
leased by China Customs,
trade between Iran and Chi-
na in the first three months
of 2024 amounted to $4.2
billion, marking a one per-
cent increase compared to
the same period last year.
The exchanges between
Iran and China in the first
quarter of 2023 were an-
nounced to be $3.9 billion.
China exported $2.7 billion
worth of products to Iran
and imported over $1.2
billion from Iran from Jan-
uary to March 2024, rep-
resenting a three percent
decrease and a 10 percent
year-over-year increase, re-
spectively.

Analysts believe that Chi-
na’s imports from Iran may
be even higher than $829
million, as the purchase of
Iranian oil by Chinese refin-
ers is not included in the of-
ficial statistics of the coun-
try’s imports from Iran.
According to China’s Cus-
toms data, the value of
trade between Iran and Chi-
na in 2023 exceeded $14.6
billion, registering a 6.2
percent decline compared
to 2022.

Based on the mentioned
data, the two countries
exchanged $14.650 billion
worth of products in 2023,
while the value of trade
between the two countries
stood at $15.5 hillion in
2022.
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Iragi Airways

launches flight
from Basrah to

Iran’s Rasht

The Director General of Rasht Sardar
Jangal Airport announced the estab-
lishment of the new flight route Bas-
ra-Rasht-Basra for the first time and
said that this flight has been estab-
lished by Al-lragiyya Airlines and will
continue if it is accepted.

Seyed Mohsen Mirhosseini told IRNA
reporter on Thursday that the facili-

ties of this airport are suitable for
accepting international flights and it
has the necessary standards for this
purpose.

Currently 28 foreign flights, Including
Basra route flights, are conducted
weekly at Sardar Jangal Airport in
Rasht, which has a growth of 1,400
percent.

By:
Pineapple (Ananas comosus) is an in-
credibly delicious, healthy tropical fruit.
It's packed with nutrients, antioxidants,
and other helpful compounds, such as
enzymes that can protect against inflam-
mation and disease. It's commonly eaten
baked, grilled, or freshly cut.

Pineapple and its compounds are linked
to several health benefits, including im-
provements in digestion, immunity, and
recovery from surgery.

Here are 8 impressive health benefits of
pineapple.

1. Loaded with nutrients

Pineapples are low in calories but boast
an impressive nutrient profile. Just 1 cup
(165 grams) of pineapple chunks con-
tains the following nutrients (2Trusted
Source):

e Calories: 83

e Fat: 1.7 grams

* Protein: 1 gram

e Carbs: 21.6 grams

* Fiber: 2.3 grams

* \/itamin C: 88% of the Daily Value (DV)
» Manganese: 109% of the DV

* Vitamin B6: 11% of the DV

* Copper: 20% of the DV

* Thiamine: 11% of the DV

* Folate: 7% of the DV

* Potassium: 4% of the DV

» Magnesium: 5% of the DV

* Niacin: 5% of the DV

* Pantothenic acid: 7% of the DV

* Riboflavin: 4% of the DV

e [ron: 3% of the DV

Pineapples also contain trace amounts
of phosphorus, zinc, calcium, and vita-
mins A and K.

Pimeapple: 8 Impressive

As you can see, this fruit is particularly
rich in vitamin C and manganese. Vita-
min G is essential for immune health,
iron absorption, and growth and devel-
opment, while manganese offers antiox-
idant properties and aids in growth and
metabolism (3Trusted Source, 4Trusted
Source).

Antioxidants help prevent oxidation in
your body, which may help ward off
inflammation that can lead to cancer
and other chronic diseases (5Trusted
Source).

2. Contains disease-fighting antioxidants
Pineapples are not only rich in nutrients
but also loaded with antioxidants —
molecules that help your body ward off
oxidative stress.

Oxidative stress is caused by an abun-
dance of free radicals, unstable mole-
cules that cause cell damage often linked
to chronic inflammation, weakened im-
mune health, heart disease, diabetes,
and certain cancers (5Trusted Source,
9Trusted Source, 10Trusted Source).
Pineapples are especially rich in anti-
oxidants called flavonoids and phenol-
ic compounds. Two rat studies show
that pineapple’s antioxidants may have
heart-protective effects, though human
research is lacking (9Trusted Source,
10Trusted Source).

3. May aid digestion

Interestingly, this fruit contains a group
of digestive enzymes called bromelain
that may ease the digestion of meat
(12Trusted  Source).

Pineapples contain bromelain, a group of
digestive enzymes that may help break

down protein and aid digestion.

What's more, pineapples are a good
source of fiber, which aids digestive
health (2Trusted Source).

4. May reduce your risk of cancer
Cancer is a chronic disease character-
ized by uncontrolled cell growth. Its
progression is commonly linked to ox-
idative stress and chronic inflammation
(17Trusted Source).

Several studies note that pineapple and
its compounds, including bromelain,
may reduce cancer risk by minimizing
oxidative stress and reducing inflam-
mation (10Trusted Source, 11Trusted
Source, 12Trusted Source, 15Trusted
Source).

Some studies show that bromelain may
also help treat cancer that has already
developed (18Trusted Source, 19Trusted
Source, 20Trusted Source).

5. May boost immunity and suppress
inflammation

They contain a wide variety of vitamins,
minerals, and enzymes such as bro-
melain that may collectively improve
immunity and reduce inflammation
(12Trusted Source, 28Trusted Source).
6. May ease symptoms of arthritis
Arthritis affects more than 54 million
adults in the United States alone. Many
types of arthritis exist, but most involve
joint inflammation (35Trusted Source).
Bromelain’s anti-inflammatory proper-
ties may provide pain relief for those with
inflammatory arthritis.

Are there any health risks to eating pine-
apple?

Pineapples are not a common allergen.

studied, but it's always bestto
select ripe pineapple. The flesh
should be a light to medium
yellow.

you

diabetes

Those sen-

upset, nausea, and diar- .
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Source:
Eating them is considered very low
risk unless you have a known pine-
apple allergy. In that case,
should avoid pineapple and
its extracts.
People  with
should be mindful of
serving sizes to keep their
blood sugar stable (49Trust-
ed Source).
However, even in peo-
ple without an allergy
or diabetes, eating too much
pineapple — more than a few
servings per day — may
have unintended side
effects.

For instance, bromelaln
may affect blood clotting. There-
fore, people who take blood
thinners should eat pineapple
in modest amounts (50Trust-
ed Source, 51Trusted Source,
52Trusted Source).
sitive to bromelain may also
experience tongue burning or
itching and even nausea or
diarrhea — though these
downsides are angcdotal and |
haven't been studied scien- . " A &
tifically. Some people claim k\ A
that eating a lot of unripe

pineapple causes stomach {%& 5‘\-.- .T}a.

Alummum mgot output exceeds 112,000 tons n ? months

Production of aluminum ingot in Iran stood at
112,273 tons in the first two months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (March 20-May 20),
according to the data released by the Iranian
Mines and Mining Industries Development and

Renovation Organization (IMIDRO).

Among the country’s four major producers,
South Aluminum Corporation (SALCO) had the
best performance in the two nine months of
the present year, producing 47,002 tons of alu-

6,229 tons of ingots.

Based on the IMIDRO data, during the men-
tioned period 38,061 mt of alumina powder,
64,558 mt of aluminum hydrate, and 139,069
mt of bauxite were produced by Iran Alumina

Company.

minum ingots, followed by Iranian Aluminum
Company (IRALCO) producing 31,122 tons, Al-
mahdi Aluminum Company producing 27,920
tons, and Iran Alumina Company producing

earlier.

Actme president opens major ratlway in northern Iran

Iran put into operation its third mega
rail project that connects the northern
city of Rasht to the Anzali Free Trade
and Industry Zone on the Caspian Sea
shore on Thursday.

The opening ceremony of the major
railway project was attended by Acting
President Mohammad Mokhber and
Minister of Transport and Urban Devel-
opment Mehrdad Bazrpash.

The new railway line will allow direct
freight transport from the Caspian Sea
to the Persian Gulf via the country’s ex-
isting railway network.

Khairullah Khademi, CEO of the compa-
ny specializing in the construction and
development of the Iran’s transpor-
tation infrastructure said that this rail
route is the last section of the North-

South Sea Corridor.

The load-carrying capacity of this rail
line is a maximum of seven million
tons, and its passenger-carrying ca-
pacity is 600,000 people, Khademi
added.

Speaking at the inauguration ceremony
Bazrpash said the transit of goods from
the country increased 55 percent in the
first three months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March-May 2024) com-
pared to the same period last year.

The minister added that the administra-
tion of the late Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi made round-the-clock efforts
for the completion of the Rasht-Caspi-
an Rail project.

He further pointed to the economic
opportunities of Iran in the region and

world and said the administration of
the late President Raisi enhanced Iran’s
diplomacy in the region and the world
considerably.

He went on to say that 5.5 million tons
of goods were transited via Iranian land
and territory in the first three months of
the current year, expandable to 20 mil-
lion tons of transit of goods by the end
of the current year (to end March 20,
2025), IRNA reported.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Bazrpash
pointed to the International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and
added that the corridor is not merely a
rail route but it creates opportunities,
development of the maritime economy,
facilitation of transit, and also improve-
ment of infrastructures.

Iran produced more than 635,000 metric tons
(mt) of aluminum ingots over the past Iranian
calendar year (ended on March 19).

The country’s aluminum mills continued with
their production over the past year and posted
a slight one percent year-on-year increase de-
spite the energy restrictions.

According to IMIDRO, the country’s aluminum
production stood at around 632,000 mt a year

needs.

At present,

Iran Alumina Company produced some 222,138
mt of alumina powder, 374,106 mt of alumina
hydrate, and 598,599 mt of bauxite in the one-
year timespan.

Iranian officials estimate the country’s alumi-
num sector has a value of $22 billion, which
is sufficient to meet the country’s aluminum

Iran is the 18th biggest alumi-

num-producing country in the world.

On the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organization (SCO)
meeting in Kazakhstan, Iranian En-
ergy Minister Ali Akbar Mehrabian
voiced the readiness of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to export technical
and engineering services, as well
as supply equipment in the energy
sector.

The Iranian energy minister pointed
out that connecting the electricity
grid of Uzbekistan to Turkmenistan
and then Iran will enable the ex-
change of electricity for the coun-
tries of the region, especially during
the peak consumption period of
summer and winter.

On Thursday, on the sidelines of
the fourth meeting of the energy
ministers of the member countries
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization, in a meeting with Mahmoud
Jurabek, the Minister of Energy of
Uzbekistan, Mehrabian expressed
his readiness to expand cooper-
ation between the two countries,
while thanking the president of that

[rn ready to export technical enineer-
ng services to regtonal countries

country for his efforts in bilateral
cooperation in the field of energy.
He voiced the readiness of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to develop
cooperation, especially in the field
of exporting technical and engineer-
ing services, as well as supplying
energy field equipment to Uzbeki-
stan.

Stating that Uzbekistan has a grow-
ing economy, the Mehrabian men-
tioned energy as the most important
issue of development in this country.
Referring to the capabilities of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the pro-
duction, transmission and distribu-
tion of electricity, Mehrabian point-
ed out that factories manufacturing
equipment in the Islamic Republic
of Iran are ready to cooperate with
Uzbekistan at a competitive price.
“If Uzbekistan’s electricity grid is
connected to Turkmenistan’s elec-
tricity grid, it will be possible to ex-
change electricity with Uzbekistan
and manage peak consumption in
summer and winter,” he added.
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