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Over five million
landmines cleared
from contaminated
border areas: com-

mander

The Deputy of the Army Ground
Forces has announced a significant
milestone in the ongoing efforts to
clear landmines and unexploded
ordnance from lIran’s border re-
gions.

Brigadier General Arjmandi revealed
that more than five million landmin-
es and over 6 million unfired bullets
dating back to the Sacred Defense
era have been safely cleared by the
[ranian Army’s engineering units.
The Sacred Defense refers to the
Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s.
Speaking at a festival on Sunday,
General Arjmandi paid tribute to the
dedication and sacrifice of those in-
volved in the clearance operations,
noting that over 170 martyrs and
752 veteran personnel have been
committed to the cause, under-
scoring the profound commitment
to the revolution.

Highlighting the extensive role of
the engineering units within Iran’s
military framework, General Arj-
mandi emphasized their nationwide
presence and diverse operational
scope. He described how these
units are structured to support mis-
sions ranging from frontline opera-
tions to deep territorial defense.
“Engineer's Day commemorates
the bravery of our engineering sol-
diers during the eight years of the
Sacred Defense,” the general re-
marked, praising the pivotal role of
the unit in creating pathways to the
advancement of their comrades.
General Arjmandi elaborated on
the multifaceted tasks undertaken
by the engineering units, which
include constructing  defensive
barriers, deploying various types
of minefields, building bridges for
offensive maneuvers, and clearing
enemy obstacles to thwart ad-
vancements.

Reflecting on the challenges faced
during the Sacred Defense, Gen-
eral Arjmandi recounted instances
where engineering units facilitated
the passage of combat units and
heavy equipment across treacher-
ous terrains, such as raging rivers
like the Karun and Karkheh.
Turning to the imposed war, General
Arjmandi highlighted the extensive
mining of border regions by Iraq in
the late 1980s. He stressed that the
clearance of millions of mines and
bullets from contaminated border
areas remains a critical aspect of
the engineering units’ ongoing ef-
forts, with a significant number of
personnel dedicated to this cause.
Beyond the conflict era, he em-
phasized the evolving role of engi-
neering units in enhancing national
security and spearheading civil pro-
jects. He cited achievements in for-
tifying border defenses, improving
infrastructure, and implementing
civil initiatives under the guidance
of the Islamic Revolution’s Leader.
In recent years, the army’s Ground
Force engineering has undergone
significant upgrades, with invest-
ments in advanced equipment and
infrastructure.

General Arjmandi outlined initia-
tives to enhance combat capabili-
ties, including the procurement of
new engineering equipment and
the modernization of existing ma-
chinery.

Additionally, he highlighted the
engineering units’ contributions
to community development, citing
projects aimed at improving ac-
cess to water, transportation, and
residential infrastructure in various
provinces.

In conclusion, the general reaf-
firmed the engineering units’ un-
wavering commitment to national
security and public welfare, show-
casing a legacy of resilience and
service to the Iranian people.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Iran’s Trade Promotion Organi-
zation (TPO) held a conference
on Syria’s trade opportunities
for Iranian business operators
on Sunday, RINA reported.
The conference dubbed “Re-
construction of Syria” was
attended by officials from the
two countries and representa-
tives of companies from both
sides.

Speaking at the event, Abdola-
mir Rabihavi, the director gen-
eral of TPO West Asia Office,

Telran hosts lran- Syrla trade conference
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said the economic cooperation
between Iran and Syria has en-
tered a new stage, adding that
Iranian  business operators
have a potential $5.0 billion
market waiting for them.
“Syria is looking forward to
the expansion of economic ties
with Iran,” Rabihavi said.

Iran, Syria to establish joint
bank

According to the official, the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has
agreed to establish a joint bank

with Syria.

“Initial  discussions on the
establishment of a joint bank
between Iran and Syria have
been carried out. This bank will
act far from international sanc-
tions against Iran and Syria.
We hope that the bank will reo-
pen next year,” he said.
Negotiations on FTA ongoing
He further noted that the Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) be-
tween the two countries is
expected to be implemented in

the next Iranian calendar year
(begins on March 20).
According to Rabihavi, the two
countries have set the goal to
increase their mutual trade ex-
changes to $500 million, next
year.

As the body in charge of the
country’s foreign trade sector,
TPO has presented plans for
the economic development of
the two countries to the sec-
retariat of the joint commis-
sion of the two countries, the
ambassadors, and the foreign
ministry, the official said.

“Our most important program
is to attend international ex-
hibitions in Syria and it is an
opportunity for people traders
who want to enter the Syrian
market to establish them-
selves,” he noted.

Rabihavi had earlier said that
Syria is one of the export tar-
get countries of the Islamic
Republic, and after the end
of the military crisis and the
establishment of peace in the
region, Iranian traders and
businessmen are getting more
interested in the Syrian market.
The official said the organi-
zation has been taking effec-
tive measures to increase the
share of Iranian companies in
the Syrian market.

He pointed to the Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) between Teh-
ran and Damascus and added
that the customs tariffs agreed
with Syria have been mini-
mized to the zero level.

The two countries have high
potential and capacities to
boost their trade, Rabihavi
added.

As stated by the former TPO
head, Iran has allocated a
special budget of $50 million
to support the Iranian export
companies active in the Syrian
market.

“Iran and Syria have good po-
litical relations and we must
use this opportunity and en-
courage the private sector and
our businessmen to enter the
Syrian market and the govern-
ment must do its best in this
regard,” Alireza Peyman Pak
said.

Iran and Syria signed four
documents to boost coopera-
tion in the fields of trade and
industry during a visit of an
Iranian delegation headed by
the country’s industry minister
to Damascus in 2022.

The documents were inked at
the end of the two countries’
joint economic and industrial
committee meetings which
were held in the Syrian capital.
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Commaodities worth
over $800m traded
at IME in a week

During the past Iranian calendar
week (ended on Friday), Iran Mer-
cantile Exchange (IME) witnessed
trade of 3,112,323 tons of com-
modities with a total trading value
of nearly $804 million, posting
growths of four percent and 21
percent in volume and value of
trades compared with the week
before that.

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Affairs
Department, the exchange saw
on its metals and minerals trad-
ing floor trade of 2,506,566 tons
of commaodities worth more than
$531 million.

On this floor the IME sold
1,396,003 tons of cement,
550,609 tons of steel, 514,000
tons of iron ore, 124,300 tons
of sponge iron, 10,675 tons of
aluminum, 9,614 tons of copper,
1,115 tons of zinc and 250 tons of
molybdenum concentrate.
Furthermore, the IME witnessed
on both domestic and export
rings of its oil and petrochemi-
cal trading floor 593,774 tons of
commodities valued at more than
$258 million.

Commodities traded on this floor
included 159,000 tons of vacuum
bottom, 113,327 tons of polymer-

Mossad agent executed for
2025 Israeli attack on

Iran on Sunday executed a Mos-
sad agent who had tried to blow
up a workshop complex of the
Defense Ministry with drones
in the central city of Isfahan on
January 28, 2023.

the Mossad agent left the coun-
try with a forged ID but was ar-
rested 13 days later in a neigh-
boring country by forces from
the Intelligence Ministry and
the Islamic Revolution Guards

fahan Justice Department said.

The drone attack on the mili-
tary installation was directed
by Israel. U.S. officials cited by
Western media at the time also
believed Israel was behind the

miliary site i Isfahan

After the failed sabotage attack

Corps (IRGC), the chief of the Is-

attack.

T'ransit 0f goods via Iran rises 35% in 1l months on year

Transit of commodities through Iran
increased by 35 percent during the first
11 months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March 21, 2023-February 19,
2024), as compared to the same period
of time in the past year, according to the
data released by the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA).
Based on the IRICA data, 16.2 million
tons of goods were transited via the
country in the mentioned 11-month pe-
riod.

As stated by Deputy Transport Minister
Shahriyar  Afandizadeh, the achieve-
ments resulting from promoting transit
negotiations, and the foundations of the
“Iran-Way” initiative has resulted in the
growth of transit via the country in this
year.

The continuous trend of recent transit
records via the country and the increas-
ing interest of governments, traders, and
those active in transport sectors from
neighboring, regional and extra-regional
countries in the transit and logistics sit-
uation of the Islamic Republic of Iran in-
dicate the fruitfulness of the transforma-
tional approach of the 13th government
to the strategic issue of transit, with em-
phasis on the development of all-round
economic relations with neighbors, the
official stressed.

As stated by Transport and Urban Devel-
opment Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash, the
“Iran Way” initiative made by the current
Iranian government, lets the neighboring
countries use Iran as a route or a solu-
tion that facilitates their access to inter-
national waters.

Iran Way initiative is the gateway to Iran’s
land of transit opportunities, the minister
has underlined.

As previously announced by Afandiza-
deh, 10.8 million tons of commodities
were transited through the country in the
past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20).

The official also announced that Iran reg-
istered a new record high with the tran-
sit of 8.3 million tons of non-oil goods
in 1401, adding that 2.5 million tons of
oil products were also transited via the
country in the previous year.
“Considering the transit of 7.5 million

tons of non-oil goods in 1400, we have
seen a 10.7-percent growth in the transit
of this type of goods in 1401 compared
to the previous year”, he said.

“In 1401, we witnessed important de-
velopments and achievements in the
strategic and operational areas of the
country’s transit, whose definitive effects
will be seen gradually and steadily on
the growth of transit from the country in
1402 and the coming years”, the deputy
transport minister further highlighted.
Afandizadeh then explained: “In line
with the activation and development of
the North-South International Transport
Corridor, in a tripartite meeting in last
September between the high-ranking
officials of our country and the Russian
Federation and the Republic of Azerbaijan
in Baku, while aiming to achieve the tran-
sit of 15 million tons of goods through
this corridor by 2030, agreements were
reached in the field of strengthening the
cooperation of the three countries in joint
investment and financing, the comple-
tion and development of key infrastruc-
tures and their exploitation, especially
the construction of the Rasht-Astara rail-
way line, facilitating cross-border traffic
of goods and increasing the quality and
quantity of this traffic”, adding that the
implementation of these agreements is
being followed up.

He went on to say, “One of the most
important events last year was Iran’s
full membership in the Shanghai Coop-

eration Organization (SCO). In a short
period of time after the meeting of the
heads of Shanghai in September 1401
in Samarkand, the first six-party meeting
of the transport ministers of Iran and the
countries of Central Asia, in addition to
Russia and Azerbaijan was held in Teh-
ran in October 1401 with the goal of
achieving 20-million tons of annual tran-
sit between Iran and Central Asian coun-
tries, as an area with a very high role and
importance in east-west and north-south
transit, especially after the recent region-
al and international developments, which
was approved by the members.”

This year, the issue of transit and playing
a role in major programs such as those
related to China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive, Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
Economic  Cooperation  Organization
(ECO), and Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) is one of the main priorities of
the Transport Ministry in developing
transport relations with regional and ex-
tra-regional target countries, the deputy
transport minister noted.

After seven years of reduction in the tran-
sit of goods from the country, the growth
path of transit resumed in the past Irani-
an calendar year 1400 (ended on March
20, 2022) and with the passage of 12.65
million tons of goods through Iran, a
growth of 68 percent was achieved.

The policy of paying attention to neigh-
bors and developing political and
economic relations with neighboring

countries in the current government, in-
creasing attention to road and rail routes
in the world, and the efforts and cooper-
ation of transportation and trade-related
organizations in establishing or activat-
ing corridors through the country has led
to significant growth in transit of goods
through Iran.

Iran is one of the countries with a special
status in trade and transit relations due
to its strategic location and special ge-
ography, as the country is the passage of
several important international corridors.
Considering its geographical location,
Iran can play a significant role in the
transit of goods in the region and benefit
a lot from its status in this due.

Paying attention to upstream documents,
especially the country’s development
plans, and the government’s decision to
develop transit, paying special attention
to infrastructure development, reducing
transit time, making it cheaper to cross
Iran and making more advantages over
competitors, due to the short path for
customers, can lead to facilitating the de-
velopment of transit so that the country
can reach the desired growth in this due.
In early June, 2023, Afandizadeh an-
nounced that the Transport and Urban
Development Ministry is preparing a five-
year comprehensive plan for increasing
transportation and transit relations with
Central Asia, as well as the Persian Gulf
and the Sea of Oman countries.

The plan includes the basic strategies
and executive roadmap in a step-by-
step manner for the next five years and
will mark the evolution of the bilateral
transport and transit relations with the
target countries, including the countries
of Central Asia and the Persian Gulf and
the Sea of Oman, Afandizadeh explained.
This year, the issue of transit and playing
a role in major programs such as those
related to China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive, Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
Economic  Cooperation  Organization
(ECQ), and Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) is one of the main priorities of
the Transport Ministry in developing
transport relations with regional and ex-
tra-regional target countries, the deputy
transport minister noted.

ic products, 42,146 tons of chem-
icals, 35,300 tons of lube cut,
4,890 tons of sulfur, 4,797 tons
of oil, 1,295 tons of bitumen, 540
tons of feedstock and 104 tons of
petroleum products.

The IME also traded within the
same week 11,982 tons of goods
on its side market.

As previously reported, during the
past Iranian calendar month (end-
ed on February 19) Iran Mercan-
tile Exchange witnessed trade of
14,158,727 tons of commaodities
and 337 vehicles with a total trad-
ing value of more than $3 billion
on its physical market, logging
growths of 1.2 percent in volume
and 14.6 percent in value of trades
compared with the month before
that.

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Affairs
Department, the exchange saw on
its metals and minerals trading
floor, trade of 11,508,886 tons
of commodities and 337 vehicles
valued at more than $2 billion.

On this floor the IME sold
5,964,981 tons of cement,
2,694,000 tons of iron ore,
2,036,041 tons of steel, 712,500
tons of sponge iron, 96,850 tons
of zinc, 42,959 tons of copper,
40,800 tons of aluminum, 35,000
tons of cast iron, 1,150 tons of
molybdenum  concentrate, 57
tons of precious metals concen-
trate and 337 vehicles.

Moreover, the exchange saw trade
of 2,442,645 tons of commaodities
worth more than $1 billion on
both domestic and export rings of
its oil and petrochemical trading
floor.

Items traded on this floor included
883,906 tons of bitumen, 677,500
tons of vacuum bottom, 474,154
tons of polymeric products,
151,100 tons of lube cut, 152,866
tons of chemicals, 49,025 tons of
sulfur, 24,998 tons of oil, 3,640
tons of petroleum products, 1,705
tons of feedstock and 1,395 tons
of waterproofing materials.

Last was the IME's side market
on which the exchange traded
116,215 tons of goods.

IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the other
three markets are Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran
Energy Exchange (IRENEX).
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Commodities
worth over $1.3b
exported from
Isfahan province
in 11 months

Non-oil products worth $1.322
billion were exported from Is-
fahan province during the first
11 months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March 21,
2023-February 19, 2024), the
director-general of the prov-
ince’s Customs Department
announced.

Rasoul Kouhestani-Pajouh put
the weight of exported goods at
2.115 million tons.

The official listed the export
items of Isfahan province as
759 types of goods and stated
that during this period 87 per-
cent of the total export prod-
ucts of Isfahan province in-
clude cast iron, iron, steel and
its products, petrochemical
products and petroleum prod-
ucts, machine and handwoven
carpets, dairy products, copper
and its artifacts.

He said that the products were
exported from the province to
92 countries around the world
during the first 11 months of
the present year, and named
Irag, Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Turkey and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) as the major
export destinations.

As previously announced by
the head of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA), the value of Iran’s
foreign trade including oil and
technical engineering services
reached $138.8 hillion in the
first 11 months of the current
Iranian calendar year.
According to  Mohammad
Rezvanifar, the value of the
Islamic Republic’s trade with
the partners in the mentioned
11 months increased by 2.7
percent compared to the same
period last year, IRNA reported.
The official put the country’s
non-oil exports, excluding ex-
ports of electricity, crude oil,
and techno-engineering servic-
es, at 124.7 million tons worth
$44.8 billion which shows an
11.42 percent rise in terms of
tonnage and an 8.87 percent
decline in terms of value.

He said that Iran’s foreign
trade, including oil exports, has
registered a $19 billion surplus
while seeing a $15 billion defi-
cit without petrodollars.

Iran exported $32.59 billion
of crude oil and $1.9 billion of
technical engineering services
in the first 11 months of this
year, according to Rezvanifar.
During this period, liquefied
natural gas with $3.0 billion,
liquefied propane with $2.8
billion, and methanol with $2.0
billion were Iran’s top exported
items.

Iran’s top export destination
during this period was Chi-
na with $12.7 hillion worth of
imports from the Islamic Re-
public, followed by Iraq with
$8.6 billion, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) with over $5.9
billion, Turkey with $3.8 billion,
and India with $2.0 billion.
The country’s top five sourc-
es of imports in the first 11
months of the current year
were the UAE with $18.6 billion,
China with $16.8 billion, Turkey
with $6.8 billion, Germany with
$1.9 billion, and India with $1.8
billion worth of imports.
Corn, mobile phones, soy-
beans, automobile parts, sun-
flower seeds, and safflower
were the five main items im-
ported by the Islamic Republic.

/ﬁl:\e

A\
~ Bilingual \{

Tuesday, March 5, 2024

TEDPIX rises
60,000 points

Economic

on Sunday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
rose 60,470 points (2.9 percent)
to 2,147,010 on Sunday, which is
the second day of the Iranian cal-

endar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Cold Water: Benefits o
Drinkig or Exposure

Source:

By:

People are plunging into frigid lakes,
easing into bathtubs filled with ice, and
downing glasses of cold water. Some
might do it for pleasure, and others for
the health benefits.

Drinking cold water is refreshing and
can help you maintain your core tem-
perature when exercising. And it does
burn a few more calories than drink-
ing water at room temperature. There
are other possible benefits to drinking
cold water and full-body cold-water ex-
posure, though large-scale controlled
studies are lacking.

This article discusses the potential
pros and cons of ice-cold water for
drinking, bathing, and showering.
Benefits: Reasons to Drink Cold Water
Dehydration can make you hungry.
Therefore drinking water, in general,
does help you feel full and is a way to
control your appetite for a short time.

Your body has to work to raise the tem-
perature of ice water to body temper-
ature. This process burns calories but
not enough to make a significant differ-
ence. Drinking a cup of ice water burns
about 8 calories more than drinking a
cup of room-temperature water.12
However, evidence suggests that drink-
ing cold water during exercise can help
you maintain core temperature longer.3
You might prefer cold water because it
is more satisfying than room-temper-
ature water or because it's generally
more refreshing, especially on a hot
summer day or when you’re exercising.
For most people, there’s no downside to
drinking ice-cold water.

The potential benefits of drinking ice
water include:4

e Burns a few more calories than
room-temperature water

e Helps maintain core temperature

longer during exercise

e |s refreshing on a hot day or during
physical activity

* Keeps you hydrated if it encourages
you to drink more

Risks of Drinking Cold Water

On the other hand, some people might
be better off drinking water that’s just
cool or room temperature.

People with achalasia (a motility disor-
der of the esophagus) may experience
chest pain, regurgitation, and speech
problems after drinking cold beverages.
These symptoms tend to resolve with
warm water.5 And for some people with
migraine headaches, drinking cold wa-
ter is a potential trigger.6

It’s rare, but some people develop brad-
ycardia (an abnormally slow heart rate)
or syncope (fainting) after drinking cold
liquids.7

Benefits: Reasons to Try Cold-Water

Exposure

Cold-water immersion, or taking an ice
bath, is when you submerge everything
but your head and neck in cold water.
There appear to be potential benefits to
this practice, though most are not sci-
entifically backed.

One study showed that cold-water im-
mersion can improve mood among
young, fit, and healthy individuals.8
A study involving a small group of
high-level athletes found that cold-wa-
ter immersion helped muscle recovery
when used for two weeks or more.9
Cold-water bathing also may reduce
inflammation, though it may decrease
gains in strength and muscle growth
over time.1011

Some research on cold-water im-
mersion suggests it may help protect
against cardiovascular disorders, obe-
sity, and other metabolic diseases.12

Hadi Choopan wins 2024 Arnold Classic

dllie. W

However, many studies involve only
small groups of people and often only
one gender.

The health benefits of cold showers
and cold-water exposure may in-
clude:131415

* Better recovery for high-level athletes
* Improved mood

¢ Reduced inflammation and swelling

* A positive effect on the immune sys-
tem, cardiovascular system, metabo-
lism, and mental health

Risks of Cold-Water Exposure

There are some health risks, so it’s
worth speaking with a healthcare pro-
vider before starting cold-water therapy.
This is especially important if you have
diabetes, heart disease, or Raynaud’s
syndrome (a condition that causes
numbness in fingers and toes due to
cold). Other risks include hypothermia,
pain, and nerve damage.12

Hadi Choopan, known as the Persian wolf, won the 2024 Arnold Classic, prov-
ing he remains the number one contender for the Mr. Olympia title.

Bodybuilding fans were abuzz about the comparison between 2023 Arnold
Classic champion Samson Dauda and 2022 Mr. Olympia winner Hadi Choopan
in the final callout of pre-judging for the 2024 edition of the Arnold Classic in

Columbus, OH.

The 2024 Arnold Classic final was held Saturday night at the Battelle Grand
Ballroom in front of a sold-out crowd. The Men’s Open competitors were intro-
duced and compared to confirm the judges’ decision. Choopan was awarded

the title of 2024 Arnold Classic champion.

Oj1 holds talks
with counter-
parts durmg

GECF summit

Iranian Qil Minister Javad Qji met with
his counterparts from Irag, Angola,
Russia, and Venezuela in separate meet-
ings on Saturday.

The meetings took place as part of the
Iranian foreign minister’s negotiations
on the sidelines of the 7th Gas Export-
ing Countries Forum (GECF) Summit of
Heads of State and Government.

In their meeting in the Algerian capital,
0ji and the Iraqi Oil Minister Hayyan Ab-
dul Ghani discussed ways for increased
cooperation on developing shared
fields, trade of gas and oil products,
payment methods, and development of
infrastructure for trade of products.
They agreed to select one or two small
shared fields for development projects
and then gradually move to bigger fields.
Iran ready to export technical engi-
neering services to Angola

In a separate meeting with his Ango-
lan counterpart Diamantino Azevedo,

0ji voiced Tehran’s readiness to export
techno-engineering services to Angola.
He said that Iran enjoys technical know-
how for catalysts and exports them.
Discussing development of oil, gas
fields with Russia

In another meeting, Oji and Nikolay
Shulginov, Russia’s energy minister,
reviewed the progress of existing agree-
ments between Iran and Russia in the
development of oil and gas fields.

The meeting was also attended by rep-
resentatives from major Russian com-
panies such as Zarubezhneft and Gaz-
prom.

Central to their discussions was the po-
tential establishment of a gas hub within
the framework of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO), spanning the
Eurasian region.

The officials also discussed the possi-
bility of signing new contracts to jointly
develop oil and gas fields with Russian

The two favorites kicked off the first callout in another head-to-head. The com-
mentary team felt Choopan’s conditioning was the difference maker and pre-
dicted Choopan would take the title from the defending champion.

Dauda and Choopan were called out again in a third callout with the other
top contenders, Brandao and Williams, who filled out well overnight from
pre-judging.

Choopan won $300,000 and was presented the trophy by Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger. The champion will return at the Mr. Olympia in Las Vegas, NV, on Oct.
10-13, 2024. He will be considered the top contender to reigning Mr. Olympia

champion Derek Lunsford, barbend.com reported.

companies.

Tehran, Caracas stress deepening en-
ergy ties

Separately, the Iranian oil minister met
with his Venezuelan counterpart, Pedro
Talavera, during which the two under-
scored the importance of deepening
bilateral cooperation in the oil trade, pe-
troleum products, and petrochemicals.
They emphasized the need to follow up
on existing contracts and exchanged
views on how to overcome obstacles on
the way of their execution.

Talavera praised the performance of Ira-
nian companies in executing projects in
Venezuela, including the development of
the country’s main oil port of Jose and
the reconstruction of the El Palito refin-
ery.

The two sides also discussed the possi-
bility of signing new contracts to further
expand cooperation between Iran and
Venezuela in the oil and gas industries.

The Venezuelan Minister of Foreign
Affairs has expressed congratula-
tions to the Iranian government and
nation over the successful holding of
the elections on behalf of President
Nicolas Maduro as well as the Latin
American nation’s government.

In a message of congratulation post-
ed on X, formerly Twitter, on Satur-
day, Yvan Gil, praised the civility and
enthusiasm of the lranian people
who attended the electoral polls, ac-
cording to Press TV.

The Venezuelan official congratu-
lated the people and government of
Iran for their democratic exercise in
the Friday elections to choose the
people’s representatives in the 12th
Islamic Shura Council (Majlis Parlia-
ment), as well as the sixth Assembly
of Experts, a key clerical body.

Gil, who was transmitting the con-
gratulatory message on behalf of
Maduro and the Venezuelan govern-
ment, praised the intelligent people
of Iran who attended the electoral
polls to foil the ceaseless enemy
plots against their unity.

Preliminary results from the Iranian
parliamentary and Assembly of Ex-
perts elections showed Saturday that
more than 40 percent of the eligible

voters took part in the elections.

Gil said the huge public presence at
the polls legitimized the elections
as a sign of the voters’ conscience,
sovereignty and fervor for their
homeland, noting that the Iranian
elections were “a clear emblem of
cohesion and national unity in the
Persian nation.”

The Iranian Interior Ministry said
out of a total of 61.17 million peo-
ple, comprising 30.94 million men
and 30.22 million women who were
eligible to vote in the two elections,
more than 25 million people cast
their ballots at the polls to elect 290
members of the parliament and 88
members for the Assembly of Ex-
perts.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi said
that through their active participation
in the elections, the Iranian nation
once again thwarted the conspira-
cies of the country’s enemies and
demonstrated their foresight and
wisdom, filling the Islamic Republic
with pride.

The president described the elec-
tions as a symbol of “national unity”.
“The opinion of the people deter-
mines the destiny of the country,”
Raisi noted in a message posted on
social media.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei has
described the parliament as the solid
pillar of the Islamic Republic, and as
the late architect and founder of the
Islamic Republic Imam Khomeini
put it, “The Majlis is the essence of
the Nation’s virtues.”
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