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IP Gas completion,
BRICS member-
ship should be

Pakistan’s priority:

senator

Chairman of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee of the Senate of
Pakistan, Senator Farooq Hamid
Naek, has said that the Iran-Pa-
kistan gas pipeline completion
and membership in BRICS
should be the priority of the new
Pakistani government.

On the sidelines of the meeting
of the Pakistani Senate’s Foreign
Relations Committee, Naek said
in an interview with IRNA that
Pakistan should complete the
joint gas project with Iran known
as (lran—Pakistan gas pipeline)
to solve its energy crisis and
achieve a sustainable solution.
Pointing out that Pakistan’s
Cabinet Committee on Energy
(CCoE) on Friday finally ap-
proved works on the first phase
of the Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas
pipeline to boost the country’s
energy security, he said this step
should have been taken earlier,
and at the same time, the Paki-
stanis want energy security, and
this goal can be achieved by us-
ing the gas transfer project from
Iran.

He also described bilateral rela-
tions with the Islamic Republic
of Iran as very important for
the government and parliament
of Pakistan, saying that despite
many regional and international
developments, “we want to in-
crease our relations with Iran,
especially in regional and inter-
national forums.”

Referring to the joining of coun-
tries to the BRICS organization,
including lran’s membership
and its impact on regional and
global equations, he empha-
sized: “Our demand from the
new government of Pakistan is
to prioritize Iran—Pakistan gas
pipeline and joining BRICS.”
The meeting of the Pakistani
Senate’s Foreign Relations Com-
mittee was held in Islamabad. It
was chaired by the Chairman of
the Foreign Relations Committee
of the Senate of Pakistan and at-
tended by the country’s deputy
foreign minister, Muhammad
Syrus Sajjad.

Regional developments, the
war in Ukraine, the situation in
Palestine, BRICS, and relations
with neighbors, including re-
cent developments related to the
Iran—Pakistan gas pipeline, were
discussed in the meeting.
Chairman of the Pakistani
Senate’s Defense Committee,
Mushahid Hussain Syed, and
a senior member of the For-
eign Relations Committee, in a
speech referring to his recent
visit to Moscow and meet-
ing with senior officials of the
Russian Federation, expressed
Islamabad’s  seriousness to
strengthen relations with the
Russians to facilitate the pro-
cess of joining the BRICS organ-
ization.

Emphasizing the need to im-
prove the relations between Teh-
ran and Islamabad, he said he
had consulted with the Russian
side about the Iran—Pakistan gas
pipeline. He then added that the
Russians are ready to invest in
the construction of the pipeline
in Pakistan, and this desire is
visible.

Sajjad, for his part, emphasized
the importance of the joint gas
project and the Islamabad gov-
ernment’s commitment to ad-
vance this project.

He added: Unfortunately, some
of the extraterritorial sanctions
and tensions created by the
United States with Iran have
caused a long delay in the com-
pletion of this important project.

Armed forces play vital role m ensurmg election security: military chief

Chief of Staff of Iran’s Armed
Forces Major General Moham-
mad Bagheri said on Tuesday
that the Iranian armed forces
play a fundamental role in in-
creasing societal insight, en-
thusiasm, and people’s turnout
in elections by enhancing the
awareness of beloved Basijis
and ensuring election security.
Addressing an event with the
participation of Iran’s top mil-
itary commanders and brass,
General Bagheri referred to the

March 1 elections as a signifi-
cant event.

He also noted that the parlia-
mentary and Assembly of Ex-
perts elections have important
roles in determining the coun-
try’s destiny and advancing the
goals of the establishment and
the Islamic Revolution.

“Both individually and or-
ganizationally, we have very
heavy responsibilities in both
elections. We must strive to
increase our awareness in a

way that each of us will eagerly
and enthusiastically approach
the ballot boxes and make a
rational choice,” he added.
The Chief of Staff of the Armed
Forces continued, “Recent
opinion polls show that the
level of enthusiasm among
people to participate in voting
is growing, and what happens
this week will certainly have
a fundamental impact on in-
creasing the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of the people.”

Also on Monday, Seyyed Ma-
jid Mir-Ahmadi, a senior offi-
cial from the Interior Ministry,
stressed that at least 250,000
security personnel from the
police, army, IRGC, and Basij
will be overseeing the securi-
ty of ballot boxes and polling
stations across the country on
Friday.

He emphasized that parlia-
mentary candidates and their
supporters must respect the
law, stating that security forc-
es will decisively confront any
lawbreakers.

Aspiring individuals vying for
seats in Iran’s legislative body
have already commenced their
electoral campaigns for a term
spanning four years.

A historic count of 15,200
candidates have received the
nod from the scrutinizing pan-
el overseeing the candidate
selection process to compete
for the 290 seats in the legis-
lature, marking a significant
milestone since the Islamic
Revolution of 1979.

Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi
recently highlighted the condu-
cive environment for a robust
contestation among diverse
groups holding varied political
perspectives.

He stressed the critical need

for candidates and their sup-
porters to adhere strictly to
the legal protocols governing
the elections, advocating for a
disciplined campaign devoid
of mudslinging against oppo-
nents.

144 clerics are slated to par-
take in the race for the 88-seat
Assembly of Experts, acting
as an advisory council to the
Leadership of the Islamic Rev-
olution, with a service tenure
lasting eight years.

As per Iran’s constitution-
al framework, the assembly
holds the responsibility of
overseeing the country’s leader
and determining a successor.
Western-based media outlets
have been discouraging lIra-
nian people from voting on
Friday, asking them to refrain
from showing up at the ballot
box no matter what.

Despite the ongoing propa-
ganda campaigns, however,
it is expected that a large per-
centage of the Iranian eligible
voters will participate in the
election similar to previous
elections.

The Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution has advised Iranians to
ignore the calls and take part in
determining the future of their
country.

[nvestment deals worth over €2 5h sioned i ¢ free Zones

The Secretariat of Iran’s Free
Zones High Council has an-
nounced that contracts for
offering 300 investment
packages worth over 2.5
billion have been signed
with investors in seven of
the country’s free zones in
the first 10 months of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2023-January
20, 2024).

The lands for the implemen-

tation of the investment pro-
jects have also been given to
the investors, the secretariat
stated.

Back in December 2023,
the secretary of Iran’s Free
Zones High Council said that
1,000 investment packages
worth nine quadrillion rials
(about 20 billion) have been
prepared to be offered to in-
vestors in the country’s free
and special economic zones.

Speaking to the press on the
sidelines of the Second Eura-
sian Economic Union (EAEU)
Exclusive Exhibition in Teh-
ran, Hojatollah Abdolmaleki
said: “The preparation of
investment projects to intro-
duce the country’s free and
special economic zones to
international economic oper-
ators and investors was put
on the agenda since the be-
ginning of the current [lrani-

an calendar] year (late March
2023).” “Investment projects
are considered as a tool to
introduce the opportunities
and advantages of invest-
ment in the country’s free
and special economic zones
to the economic operators.
The preliminary studies of
each of these projects have
been done, the infrastruc-
ture has been provided and
the necessary licenses have
been issued,” Abdolmaleki
explained.

According to the official,
the mentioned investment
packages have been unveiled
in four stages since the be-
ginning of the current Irani-
an calendar year, the last of
which worth 2.5 quadrillion
rials (about $5.0 billion) was
presented in the EAEU exclu-
sive exhibition.

The secretary of the Free
Zones High Council empha-
sized that these zones are
considered poles of eco-
nomic progress, adding:
“Free and special economic
zones are frontiers of the
country’s international econ-
omy, and more than a third
of the country’s non-oil ex-

ports were done from these
zones. The establishment of
free trade zones (FTZs) in
Iran dates back to the Iranian
calendar year 1368 (March
1989 - March 1990) follow-
ing the fall in the country’s
oil income in the preceding
year which prompted the
government to promote non-
oil exports.

The first two free trade zones
of Iran were established in
the south of the country. The
first one was Kish Free Trade
Zone established in 1368 on
Kish Island in the Persian
Gulf and the second one was
Qeshm Free Trade Zone es-
tablished the year after on
Qeshm Island in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Some five other free trade
zones have been also estab-
lished in the country since
then, including Chabahar
in southeastern Sistan-Bal-
uchestan Province, Arvand
in southwestern Khuzestan
Province, Anzali in north-
ern Gilan Province, Aras in
East-Azarbaijan Province
and Maku in West-Azarbaijan
Province, both in the north-
west of the country.

II’ﬂll Imeomes world’s 9¢h biogest steel producer: WSA

Iran has improved its global standing in steel pro-
duction, becoming the ninth-largest producer in
January 2024, according to new data released by
the World Steel Association (WSA).

In the first month of 2024, Iranian steel mills pro-
duced a total of 2.6 million tons of steel, register-
ing a 39.3 percent increase compared to the same
month of 2023, as reported by the WSA on Monday.
The world’s 71 steel-producing countries produced

Iran was ranked first in terms of production growth
among the world’s top steel producers in the men-
tioned period.
According to the World Steel Association, Iran is
the world’s ninth largest steel producer in the said
period, after countries like China, India, Japan, the
US, Russia, South Korea, Turkey, and Germany.

The Islamic Republic produced 31.1 million tons of
crude steel in 2023 to account for 58.4 percent of
West Asia’s total production in the mentioned year,
according to the WSA.

including Iran, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and Yemen, managed to produce 53.2
million tons of steel in 2023.
The country’s steel production increased by 1.8
percent in 2023 as compared to the previous year,
when the production stood at 30.6 million tons,
based on the WSA data.
West Asia’s total crude steel output increased by
1.3 percent in the mentioned year as compared to

148.1 million tons of steel in January 2024, indicat- ~ 2022.
ing a 1.6 percent yearly decline.

Based on the WSA data, Iran was the world’s 10th

largest steel producer in 2023.
The world’s steel producers managed to produce

more than 1.888 billion tons of steel in 2023, which

is a very slight decrease compared to 2022, and as
a result, the World Steel Association has declared
the percentage of change to be zero.

China with a production of 1.019 billion tons, India
with a production of 140.2 million tons, and Japan
with a production of 87 million tons were the top

three steel-producing countries in the world in
The West Asian nations reviewed in the WSA report, ~ 2023.

The Iranian Steel industry has been constantly de-
veloping over the past years against all the pres-

sures and obstacles created by outside forces like

the U.S. sanctions and the coronavirus outbreak
that has severely affected the performance of the
world’s top producers.

The country is expected to climb to seventh place

among the world’s top steel producers by the Irani-
an calendar year 1404 (March 2025).

Iranian carmak-
ers manufacture
1.23m vehicles in
11 months

Iranian  automakers pro-
duced about 1.230 mil-
lion vehicles in the first 11
months of the current Irani-
an calendar year (March 21,
2023-February 20, 2024),
an official with the Industry,
Mining and Trade Ministry
said.

According to Mehrdad Khos-
ravi, the director general of
the Iranian Industry Minis-
try’s Auto Industry Office,
Iranian  carmakers man-
aged to manufacture about
1,040,000 passenger cars
in the mentioned 11 months
which shows a growth of
six percent compared to the
same period last year.

In the mentioned period,
152,000 trucks were also
produced, registering a 34
percent growth compared to
the same period last year.
Manufacturing  of  heavy
vehicles also increased by
10 percent in the said 11
months to reach 34,000,
Khosravi  said.

According to the official,
private carmakers account-
ed for 23 percent of the
country’s total automobile
production in the first 11
months of the current year
by producing 280,000 cars.
Manufacturing of vehicles by
the private sector increased
by 61 percent in the men-
tioned period as compared
to the previous year’s same
11 months.

Car manufacturing in Iran in-
creased by 39 percent in the
past lranian calendar year
1401 as the Iranian carmak-
ers manufactured 1,347,394
vehicles in the mentioned
year.

In the past year, 1,182,078
passenger cars were man-
ufactured in the country,
registering a 35-percent rise
year on year.

Vans accounted for the li-
on’s share of the production
in the past year, as 125,507
vans were manufactured,
with a 56-percent growth.
In the past year, 34,136
trucks were manufactured,
with a 150 percent rise.
The manufacturing of buses
stood at 1,391, and mini-
buses, and middle buses at
1,118, registering a growth
of 88 percent and 11 percent,
respectively.

Also, about 450,000 motor-
cycles were manufactured in
the previous year, with a 61.2
percent rise year on year.
Meanwhile, the International
Organization of Motor Vehi-
cle Manufacturers (known
as OICA) ranked Iran sixth
in the world in terms of car
manufacturing growth in
2022.

According to the OICA data,
car manufacturing in Iran
increased by 19 percent in
2022, as the country manu-
factured 1.064 million vehi-
cles in the mentioned vyear,
while the figure was 894,000
in 2021.

The international organi-
zation in its annual report
released in mid-March had
ranked Iran as the world’s
16th largest automaker in
2022.



INTERNATIONAL

Thursday, February 29, 2024 - No: 1555

ISFAHAN NEWS

Iranian Trade
Minister meets
counterparts in
WTO ministe-
rial conference

in UAE

Iranian Industry, Mining
and Trade Minister Abbas
Aliabadi has met with for-
eign counterparts during
a biennial meeting of the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) in Abu Dhabi, the
United Arab Emirates.
On the sidelines of the
mentioned meeting on
Monday, Aliabadi held
talks with trade ministers
from the UAE, China, Ser-
bia, Ivory Coast, Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Nepal, Qatar, Irag, Oman
and Lebanon to discuss
ways of expanding mutu-
al ties, IRNA reported.
During the talks, he re-
iterated Iran’s commit-
ment to expanding trade
ties with other countries,
especially with allies like
China.

The meetings were held
as part of Iran’s cam-
paign to join the WTO.
Some 175 delegations
are attending the WTO
meeting in Abu Dhabi
which opened on Mon-
day and will run until
February 29.

Speaking to his Chinese
counterpart, Aliabadi
said: “China is the largest
trading partner of Iran
and we are seeking the
expansion of economic
relations between the
two countries as much
as possible.”

The Chinese minister for
his part stated that his
country supports the
expansion of economic
relations with Iran, add-
ing: “We have always
supported lran’s acces-
sion to the World Trade
Organization and we will
continue this support.”
In this meeting, the two
sides expressed hope to
help deepen the econom-
ic and commercial rela-
tions between the two
countries.

In another meeting with
Serbia’s Trade Minister,
he invited Aliabadi to vis-
it this country and hold
more talks to expand co-
operation.

Aliabadi said he is ready
to continue his role in the
continuation of cooper-
ation between the two
countries as the head of
the two countries’ joint
economic  commission.
Aliabadi also invited the
Minister of Trade of Ivo-
ry Coast to visit the Iran
Expo, which will be held
in Tehran in April.

The WTQ’s 13th Ministe-
rial Conference (MC13)
was launched in Abu
Dhabi, the United Arab
Emirates, on Monday to
review the functioning of
the multilateral trading
system and take action
on the future work of the
organization.
Established in 1995,
WTO is tasked with mon-
itoring and supervising
rules and regulations of
global trade.
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TEDPIX falls
4,000 points on

Tuesday

TEDPIX, the main
the Tehran

endar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian

index of
Stock  Exchange
(TSE), dropped 4,032 points to
2,045,751 on Tuesday, which is
the fourth day of the Iranian cal-

stock exchanges, and the most
important one. The other three
ones are the Iran Mercantile Ex-
change (IME), Iran Energy Ex-
change (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-
the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Does Wi-Fi

Uause Cancer?

Source:
By:

Wi-Fi is a wireless technology. It’s used
to connect laptops, smartphones, and
other electronic devices to the Internet.
In fact, you're likely reading this article
on a device that’s currently connected
to Wi-Fi.

Wi-Fi sends data via electromagnetic ra-
diation, a type of energy. The radiation
creates areas called electromagnetic
fields (EMFs).

There’s concern that the radiation from
Wi-Fi causes health issues like cancer.
But there are currently no known health
risks in humans.

Let's explore what the science says
about Wi-Fi and cancer thus far.

Does Wi-Fi cause cancer?

Currently, there’s no definite answer to
this question. That’s because there’s no
solid evidence suggesting that Wi-Fi, or
EMFs in general, directly causes cancer.
In 2011, the World Health Organiza-
tion’s International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC) stated that EMFs are
“possibly carcinogenic to humans.” The
label was established by 30 scientists
who evaluated studies on EMFs and

cancer.
Studies involving EMFs and cancer are
conflicting. For example, according to a
2017 research review, EMFs from wire-
less devices increase the risk of glioma,
a type of brain tumor. But a 2018 study
states that there’s no clear association
between EMFs and brain tumors.
Animal studies

Additionally, most studies that have ex-
amined the link between Wi-Fi and can-
cer involve animals. Those results have
also been inconclusive.

Oxidative stress is known to contrib-
ute to the development of cancer. In a
2015 animal study, long-term exposure
to Wi-Fi induced oxidative stress in the
uteruses of rats.

Additionally, one 2018 animal
studyTrusted Source also found that
Wi-Fi reduces the activity of antioxi-
dant enzymes, which combat oxidative
stress.

The mechanisms behind these effects
are unclear. Additionally, these findings
don’t explicitly confirm that Wi-Fi caus-
es cancer in humans. More research is

needed to determine if radiation from
Wi-Fi can lead to cancer.

Does Wi-Fi have any other risks?

It's unknown if Wi-Fi poses other health
risks. Again, most of the existing stud-
ies involve animals, and the results are
inconclusive.

Here’s what the science says so far:
Male infertility

In a 2015 studyTrusted Source, re-
searchers examined the sperm motility
of more than 1,000 men. The men an-
swered questions about their Wi-Fi and
cell phone use. Researchers determined
that men who used wireless internet
had reduced sperm motility, compared
with men who used wired internet.

But the researchers didn’t state the pos-

sible mechanisms behind these results.
Cognitive function

A 2017 animal studyTrusted Source
determined that Wi-Fi radiation im-
pairs recognition in rats. According to
a different 2017 animal studyTrusted
Source, the radiation emitted from Wi-
Fi may also contribute to neurodegener-
ative disease and brain function in rats.
But again, these results don’t imply the
same effects in humans. More research
iS necessary.

Heart health

Ina 2015 animal study, exposure to Wi-
Fi altered the heart rhythm and blood
pressure in rabbits. According to the
researchers, this suggests that Wi-Fi
affects the heart. But the mechanisms

are unclear, and more human studies
are needed.

False claims about Wi-Fi health risks
As concerns over Wi-Fi increase,
there’'ve been several myths about its
effects on health.

According to these claims, Wi-Fi causes
conditions like:

e autism

e skin issues

e headaches

° pain

e dizziness

* nausea

« fatigue

« heart palpitations

There’s no hard evidence that Wi-Fi is
linked to these conditions.

[raman Army Aviation has the most powerful copter fleet m Asta: top commander

The commander of the Iranian Army Aviation says his
unit possesses the most formidable helicopter fleet in
Asia, showcasing unwavering resilience despite navi-

gating through challenging sanctions.

Brigadier General Yousef Ghorbani highlighted the
exceptional skill and dedication of Army Aviation spe-
cialists and engineers, ensuring the operational readi-
ness of helicopters and preparing pilots for upcoming

missions.

He emphasized the remarkable combat readiness of

tioned helicopter production.

Iran’s Army Aviation helicopters, revealing an impres-
sive 7% superiority over the established global stand-
ard. This achievement is particularly noteworthy as,
despite facing sanctions, these helicopters maintain
an outstanding 82% readiness, surpassing the 75%
benchmark set by advanced countries with non-sanc-

Providing a deeper insight into the equivalent capa-
bilities of Iranian Army Aviation helicopters compared
to their global counterparts, Ghorbani detailed the

[CCIMA calls for strengthening ties with Burkma Faso

The head of the Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) Samad Hassanzadeh, in a
meeting with the Ambassador of the Re-
public of Burkina Faso in Tehran Moham-
madi Kaboureh, called for the relations
between the two countries’ chambers of
commerce to be strengthened.

“To strengthen the level of relations, the
capacity of the chambers of commerce
of the two countries should be optimally
used to exchange information and trade
delegations,” Hassanzadeh said.

The official mentioned mining, agricul-
ture, petrochemicals, health, and med-
icine as potential areas of cooperation
between the two countries.

He considered the lack of effective and
necessary information about the capac-
ities of Burkina Faso in Iran as a serious
obstacle in the way of expanding the
level of trade relations between the two
countries and emphasized: “The com-
mercial advisor of this country’s embas-
sy in Iran should act more actively and
provide the necessary information to
Iran’s economic operators.” “If the nec-
essary information about the economy
and laws of Burkina Faso is available, it is
possible to strengthen the relations be-
tween the two sides. On the other hand,
considering the needs of this country,
Iran can export technical engineering
services to Burkina Faso. Also, Iran has

made significant progress in terms of
medicine, medical equipment, and ser-
vices, and there is scope for cooperation
in this field as well,” he added. Accord-
ing to Hassanzadeh, Iran’s investment in
the field of extraterritorial agriculture can
also be a field of cooperation between
the two countries. Gooperation in the
field of manufacturing industrial machin-
ery and parts is also possible, he added.
Kaboureh for his part invited Hassan-
zadeh to attend the 17th international
handicraft exhibition of Burkina Faso,
which will be held in the capital of this
country from October 25 to November 8.
According to the official, this exhibition is
one of the major events of this country.

success of a post-Islamic Revolution initiative. “This
groundbreaking effort resulted in the manufacturing
and installation of 852 types of components, signifi-
cantly enhancing the overall capabilities of the helicop-
ter fleet,” he further noted.

Delving into the advanced technology employed, the
top commander shed light on the cutting-edge fea-
tures of the aviation unit's helicopters, notably em-
phasizing the superiority of their night vision systems.
According to Ghorbani, these state-of-the-art technol-

ogies, especially the night vision systems designed
for helicopters, surpass the operational range of other
existing systems, showcasing Iran’s commitment to
technological advancement. The top commander con-
cluded by emphasizing a significant operational shift
in Army Aviation helicopters. “They have transitioned
from statically firing missiles to employing Fire &
Forget technology, aligning with global standards for
effective operations against electronic warfare, radar
interference, and laser interference,” he commented.

2 i&_,r : -
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An aquaculture and animal husband-
ry delegation from Senegal has trav-
eled to Iran to participate in training
courses and learn about the experi-
ences and achievements of Iran in
the fields of fisheries and veterinary
medicine.

According to the Head of Iran’s Vet-
erinary Organization (IVO) Mojtaba
Norouzi, IVO hosted the 15-member
Senegalese delegation under the
framework of the previously reached
agreements on collaborations and
contributions to developing the man-
agement skills of African countries.
Norouzi said his organization is
ready to share its experiences with
the visiting Senegalese delegation in
the fields of aquaculture and veteri-
nary medicine.

The deputy minister of agriculture
hoped that the training courses
would be fruitful for the Senegalese

[ran to transfer aquaculture, vetermary
medicime knowledge to Senegal

officials.

The Senegalese delegation, which is
headed by the country’s deputy min-
ister of Fisheries and Maritime Econ-
omy, is also going to visit the fishing
docks and quays of the southern
provinces of Iran in the Persian Gulf
region.

Speaking to the Iranian Press, Sene
Tening said she and her accompa-
nying officials have visited Iran to
get familiar with the experiences
and achievements of Iran’s aquacul-
ture and veterinary capabilities in
the field of animal husbandry.
“Because Senegal has the neces-
sary means for the development of
the aquaculture industry, we hope
that we will be able to return to
Senegal from this trip with a lot of
experiences that could change the
aquaculture system of the country,”
she said.
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