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Iran’s annual dates
export reach $270m

Iranian farmers produced 1.3 million
tons of dates in the current Iranian
calendar year (began on March 21,
2023) of which 350,000 tons worth
$270 million have been exported, the
head of National Date Association
of Iran said.According to Mohsen
Rashid Farokhi, Iran is currently the
world’s third-biggest producer of
dates, IRNA reported.

Producing 1.8 million tons of dates
per year, Egypt is the first producer
of dates in the world, and Saudi Ara-
bia and Iran are ranked second and
third, the official said.Last week, the
spokesman of the International Rela-
tions and Trade Development Com-
mittee of Iran’s House of Industry,
Mining and Trade said that the value
of Iran’s exports of agricultural and
foodstuff products increased by 22
percent in the first 10 months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
21, 2023-January 20, 2024).
According to Ruhollah Latifi, Iranian
producers managed to export over
6.775 million tons of the mentioned
products worth more than $4.873
billion in the said 10 months, also reg-
istering an 8.4 percent rise in terms
of weight.As reported, of the total ex-
ports, 4.944 million tons with a value
of $2.93 billion were crops, vegeta-
bles, and horticulture products, 1.133
million tons worth $931.96 million
were processed food products, and
the rest were fishery, livestock, and
dairy products.

Dairy products with $561.4 million of
exports, pistachios with $478.7 mil-
lion, tomatoes with $255.4 million,
apples with $248.7 million and fishery
products with $244.9 million were the
top five food and agricultural products
exported in the mentioned 10 months.

Major electricity
projects financed by
foreign investors un-

derway in Iran

The Iranian Energy Ministry is imple-
menting 61 major electricity projects
that have been financed by foreign
investment in the north and northeast
of the country, according to the coun-
try’s Power Generation, Distribution,
and Transmission Company (known
as Tavanir).

As IRNA reported, the mentioned pro-
jects are being implemented in north-
ern Mazandaran Province and north-
eastern Khorasan Razavi Province.
According to TAVANIR, 46 major
projects including three power trans-
mission stations, 21 power distribu-
tion substations, five transmission
lines, and 17 power distribution lines
with a total investment of 1.3 billion
yuan, equivalent to 48.540 trillion rials
(about $97 million) are underway in
Mazandaran province and 15 projects
including two transmission stations,
nine substations and four distribution
lines worth 457 million yuan, equiva-
lent to 20.545 trillion rials (about $41
million) are being implemented in
Khorasan Razavi province.

Domestic manufac-
turers in deals worth
$86m to build 10 ves-

sels for IRISL

The Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping
Lines (IRISL) has signed deals worth
$86 million with domestic manufac-
turers for building 10 vessels for the
country’s shipping fleet, Fars News
Agency reported.

According to the IRISL Head Mo-
hammadreza Modares-Khiabani, the
construction of four of the mentioned
vessels has been awarded to Sadra
Neka Shipbuilding Industries and the
other six vessels will be constructed
by Arvandan Shipbuilding Industries.
Negotiations are also underway to
sign a contract for the construction
of four more vessels worth approx-
imately $75 million with another do-
mestic manufacturer, the official said.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian arrived
on Monday in the Qatari capital,
Doha, on the third leg of a re-
gional tour that is centered on
ways to settle the crises and
issues in Gaza.

Prior to his visit to Qatar, his
regional tour had taken him to
Lebanon and Syria.

Iran’s top diplomat held talks
with senior Qatari officials
about a range of issues, includ-
ing cooperation between Teh-
ran and Doha.

Like the talks in Beirut and Da-
mascus, the main topics of the
Iranian foreign minister’s meet-
ings with Qatari authorities fo-
cused on the developments in
Palestine and ways to end the
brutal Israeli onslaught against

lations.

Ina post on X on Sunday, he congratulated the people and
government of China over its Lunar New Year.

“| sincerely congratulate the People’s Republic of China
on the occasion of the New Year and Lunar New Year and
wish Iran and China, as two ancient civilizations, would be
full of vitality in the New Year at all levels, especially for the

Gaza.

The necessary groundwork
for establishing a permanent
ceasefire, halting the attacks
and crimes of the Zionist re-
gime, and the urgent need
to provide assistance to the
people of Gaza were among
the most important topics of
discussions that took place be-
tween Abdollahian and Qatari
officials.

In a meeting between Amir Ab-
dollahian and the Qatari Foreign
Minister Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani,
they both talked about the on-
going onslaught on the Gazans.
“Israeli regime doomed to die
if U.S. stops supports”

During a meeting with about 15
officials from different Palestin-
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ian groups in the Syrian capital
Damascus on Sunday, Iran’s
foreign minister noted that the
Tel Aviv regime would fall if the
U.S. officials put a moratorium
on all kinds of support.

“The Israeli regime totally col-
lapsed after Operation Al-Agsa
Storm, and if it were not for the
U.S.’s all-out meddling in the
field in support of the Zionist re-
gime and its efforts to resurrect
and save it, this collapse would
have been completely visible,”
Amir Abdollahian pointed out.
He went on to add that “the
Israeli regime and the U.S.
government achieved none of
their declared goals since the
beginning of the war on Gaza
and that they are now forced to
hold political talks with Hamas,

Raisi urges further cooperation with China

In a New Year message to China, Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi has called for more expansion of bilateral re-

development of bilateral relations.”
He also expressed optimism that “with the advent of the
New Year, the world would be filled with justice for all peo-
ple, especially for the oppressed Palestinian nation.”

The Spring Festival marks the beginning of Chinese New
Year, which is also known as Lunar New Year. It marks the
end of winter and the beginning of spring. The first day of
Chinese New Year begins on the new moon that appears
between January 21 and February 20.

over ties, Palestine

whom Tel Aviv and Washington
called for its demise.”
Abdollahian also said that the
struggle and resilience of the
resistance groups, as well as
the sacrifices of people in Gaza
and the West Bank, and the
practical unity of the Axis of Re-
sistance in solidarity with Pal-
estine helped the nation defeat
the occupying regime.

In addition, he hailed the sup-
port provided for the Palestin-
ians by the resistance factions
in Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq and
Syria, along with independent
and brave governments and
nations.

“Today, the Palestinian issue
has become the foremost issue
of the world. The October 7 Op-
eration Al-Agsa Storm showed
that Palestine is alive and that it
will not surrender to the will of
the Zionist regime and oppres-
sive powers, including the U.S.
government,” he added.

Amir Abdollahian underscored
that Tehran does believe the
Palestinian leaders are able to
find a solution on the basis of
their nations’ interests and the
international community.

He then called for unity among
Palestinians, saying, “If you are
united, the world will submit to
your will.”

“What helped Palestine defeat
the Israeli regime until this mo-
ment is the trust in God and the
Gazans' resilience and sacrifice,
as well as the support of the
Axis of Resistance.”

For their part, the Palestinian
officials stressed that the resist-

ance movement as well as the
Palestinian people have dealt
devastating blow to the regime
in spite of the rising number of
martyrs and sprawling destruc-
tion of the Gaza Strip.

The leaders also said that the
Gaza war is not a kind of clash
and fight between Hamas and
the Israeli regime, describing it
as an unfair faceoff between the
oppressed Palestinian nation
and the Zionist regime and its
supporters.

Palestinian  officials  lauded
Tehran’s stance and position in
advocating the Palestinian is-
sue, calling it as “outstanding,
distinct, practical and real.”
The ongoing war is one of a
string of battles that the Pal-
estinians have had against the
occupiers, the officials said,
vowing to press ahead with
their heroic struggle until the
“complete liberation” of Pales-
tine.

Israel has achieved little of sub-
stance in its incursion into the
Gaza Strip since the last four
months but the valiant Pales-
tinian nation has won the battle
with faith in divine assistance.
There is nothing left of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu’s regime as it has found
itself in a quagmire.

Israel waged the genocidal war
on the besieged Gaza Strip on
October 7 after Hamas carried
out Operation Al-Agsa Storm
against the occupying regime
in retaliation for its increased
atrocities against the Palestini-
an people.

T'aking the stimg out of sanctions

When Donald Trump announced that he was re-im-
posing sanctions on lIran, and even intensifying
them, the future began to look bleak and uncertain
for me and the large population of Iranian youth.

In 2018, As Trump stood before journalists and
spoke of the “maximum pressure campaign”, the
Iranian public was sent into a furor. Those who had
experienced years of sanctions under Barak Obama
and had finally breathed a sigh of relief with the ink-
ing of the JCPOA, thinking they would finally be free
of punishing sanctions, began to await the worst.
For us, an even harsher round of sanctions seemed
impossible to survive. By the end of 2019 over 100
foreign companies had left Iran and the national
currency was already tailspinning—the U.S. move
to choke off anything the Iranian nation relied on
for living sent inflation skyrocketing to rates never
experienced before.

While we all knew that we would enter a period of
unprecedented economic turbulence, we still had
more to worry about than our squeezing pockets. |
remember hearing that we would no longer be able
to keep at par with regional countries in the ener-
gy sector and sufficiently tap into our God-given
resources. That the long lines at pharmacies were
only going to grow longer with all medications
eventually becoming scarce and that all sorts of
different sectors would soon begin to grapple with
acute shortages.

Some parts of our horrid expectations ended up be-
coming reality. Sanctions compounded Iran’s eco-
nomic woes and many households could no longer
rely on single or double incomes. Rent, food, and
almost everything else became much more expen-
sive, forcing people to adopt more cautious spend-
ing habits. But a lot of what we feared also never
ended up happening.

During the years, most of what we have heard in the
media has been revolving around the JCPOA and
efforts to revive the deal. Several politicians have

been arguing that anything we do and own hinges
on the accord. While it is true that the sanctions
have baleful effects on people’s everyday lives, it
seems that a large part of what we have been able
to achieve in the face of the sanctions is deliberately
being sidelined.

| only began to realize the depth of Iran’s efforts
in the past decade when | got to visit an exhibition
showcasing Iranian-made products at the Imam
Khomeini Hussainiyah, close to where the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution lives.

Before journalists were allowed to visit the site,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei spent a good four
hours viewing the products and speaking to the
manufacturers. He visited 40 knowledge-based
booths and discussed how the country can further
boost domestic production with a focus on science.
The Leader then expressed disappointment with the
fact that most Iranians had not been made aware of
the domestic achievements. | could not agree more
with him when | got to personally view the prod-
ucts and speak to the entrepreneurs who have been
spearheading Iran’s fight against a project aiming to
bring the country to its knees.

People from all sorts of sectors (namely energy, oil,
automotive, mining, communications, technology,
food, agriculture, medicine, transportation, housing
appliances, and textile industries) were present at
the exhibition to tell the story of the blood, sweat,
and tears they have been putting in to save their
country from starring down the barrel of destitute.
“The truth of the matter is that Iranian scientists
and experts couldn’t get the chance to shine before
the sanctions. As the Leader said, we have not only
managed to eliminate threats but to turn them into
opportunities,” said Mehdi Abbasi who is an advisor
with the Iranian oil ministry. “At least 500 know!-
edge-based companies have been established in the
oil and gas sector in the past few years. They have
even come up with innovations and products that

have never been made in our country before,” he
added.

Before | had spoken to these entrepreneurs and
representatives, it did not make sense to me how
sanctions could manage to help our country in
some ways. To me, sanctions were equivalent to
pain, poverty, and hardship. It never struck me that
even the toughest of situations could prove benefi-
cial with faith and perseverance.

Others at the exhibition seemed to be of the same
mind as Abbasi. An engineer who has taken part in
the development of Iranian satellites now orbiting
around the Earth told me that everything is only
going to get better from here. “There are a handful
of countries that have the same space capabilities
as we do. We think that in the future, Iran will be
the one launching satellites for other countries, in-
stead of Russia and the U.S.,” Mohammad Salari
explained.

As | got back home that day, | felt the need to dig
deeper into Iran’s major domestic achievements.
Phase 11 of the South Pars Gas Field, the Persian
Gulf Star Qil Refinery, and the booming indus-
tries of home appliances, fashion, automobiles,
and pharmaceuticals all spoke to the same fact: It
seems that we have finally managed to take part
of the sting out of the U.S. sanctions, and slow-
ly but surely begun to move towards a promising
future.

“Even if we want to sit at the negotiating table with
the West, we would only be able to reach a mutu-
ally beneficial deal when we are powerful enough
to not feel threatened. Tying our whole existence to
the sanctions puts us in a more vulnerable position.
We should try to talk to the West while making sure
that we wouldn’t crumble if they decide to betray
us again,” warned a Western-based Iranian journal-
ist back in November of 2022, when the U.S. an-
nounced that it was halting talks with Tehran on the
2015 Iran deal.
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Commodities
worth $416m
exported from
Kerman province
in 10 months

As announced by a provin-
cial official, 340,000 tons of
goods worth $416 million
were exported from Ker-
man province in the first 10
months of the current Irani-
an calendar year (March 21,
2023-January 20, 2024).
Mohammad-Mehdi Fadakar,
the director-general of the
province’s Customs Depart-
ment, said that the ten-month
export indicates 22 percent
growth in terms of weight, as
compared to the same period
of time in the past year.

As previously announced by
the head of the province’s
Industry, Mining, and Trade
Department, non-oil goods
worth $490 million were ex-
ported from Kerman province
in the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March
20, 2023).

Mehdi Hosseini-Nejad said
that the annual export from
the province fell 49 percent
in value.

He named pistachio and cop-
per as the major exported
products and said that pis-
tachios and copper cathodes
constituted 64 percent of the
province’s exports in the pre-
vious year.

The official ~further an-
nounced that commodities
worth $2.2 billion were im-
ported to the province in the
past year, with a 107-percent
growth.

He named auto parts as the
major imported items.

As previously announced
by the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), Iran
exported 113 million tons
of non-oil goods valued at
$40.5 billion during the first
10 months of the present
year.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said
that the 10-month non-oil ex-
port indicates a nine percent
growth in weight, but an 11
percent fall in value, year on
year, IRIB reported.

The official also said the
country exported $29.9 bil-
lion of crude oil in the men-
tioned 10 months, register-
ing a 10-percent rise, year on
year.

Rezvani-Far ~ further  an-
nounced that Iran has im-
ported 32.7 million tons of
goods worth $54.8 bhillion
in the first 10 months of the
present year, which indicates
an 11.6 percent rise in value
and six percent growth in
weight.

He named China, Iraq, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Turkey, and India as the ma-
jor export destinations of Ira-
nian goods in the said period,
and the UAE, China, Turkey,
Germany, and India as the
main sources of import.
Gold, car parts and accesso-
ries, and smartphones were
the main imported items dur-
ing this period, according to
the official.
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SEOQ to help in-
crease role of
private sector in
stock market

The head of Iran’s Securities
and Exchange Organization
(SEQ) has said his organiza-
tion is following new plans
to increase the role of the
country’s private sector in the
stock market, the Securities
and Exchange News Agency
(SENA) reported.

Referring to the significant
role of the private sector in
financing production com-
panies, Majid Eshqi said:
“Increasing the role of the
private sector in the stock
market is one of the serious
plans of the Securities and
Exchange  Organization.”
He stated that some meas-
ures have been taken to in-
crease the real role of the
private sector in the capital
market in the last few years,
adding that the role of the real
private sector has also in-
creased in relation to financ-
ing through debt securities
compared to the past.
“Considering the emphasis
of the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, we will do our
best to increase the share of
the real private sector in areas
like financing and acceptance
in the capital market,” Eshqi
elaborated.

Back in August 2023, Eshqi
had said that using the ca-
pacities of the country’s pri-
vate sector in the stock mar-
ket has been one of the main
strategies of the organization
over the past year.

“One of the main approach-
es of the Securitas and Ex-
change Organization during
the past year has been to
use the power of the private
sector, because government
entities and the public sector
do not have the necessary
characteristics for economic
prosperity, so we must in-
crease the share of the private
sector in the capital market,”
Eshqi said in a conference in
Khorasan Razavi Province.
Large industries have their
own problems and fluctua-
tions, but small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMES)
can compensate for these
fluctuations, the official said,
adding that the main part of
the world economy is mov-
ing towards small and medi-
um-sized companies because
value, employment, and inno-
vation lie in such companies.
The SEO head further noted
that the stock market should
mainly focus on investment
and financing, saying: “We
need to direct the liquidity
flow towards production.”
Emphasizing the important
role of the seventh National
Development Plan (2022-
2026) in securing the future
of the capital market, Eshqi
stated: “One of the major
indicators of investment is
predictability, so more ac-
tion should be taken in the
seventh development plan to
make the economy more pre-
dictable.”

He pointed to the holding of
investment and financing
conferences in  provinces
as a starting point for a new
movement towards promot-
ing investment and said:
“Economic enterprises do not
have enough familiarity with
the capital market and such
conferences are bridges that
provide the necessary plat-
form in this regard.”
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TEDPIX loses
8,200 points on
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TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
lost 8,208 points (0.39 percent)
to 2,091,895 on Saturday, which
is the first day of the Iranian cal-

endar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Do Straberries e

Any Skin Benefits?

Source:
By:

Strawberries are really good for you.
In fact, strawberries may offer numer-
ous health benefits, including anti-in-
flammatory benefits for you and your
skin. They’re also good for your overall
health.

In particular, strawberries contain an-
tioxidants known as polyphenols, as
well as vitamins and minerals such as:
e vitamin C

° manganese

* potassium

e folate

General skin care

Strawberries contain vitamin C. The
stable, water-soluble version of this
vitamin known as sodium ascorbyl
phosphate (SAP) is known to brighten
skin.

Acne

Since strawberries are high in vitamin
C, and vitamin C is known for its an-
ti-inflammatory qualities, it's possible

that strawberries could help reduce
some of the inflammation associated
with acne.

Topical vs. eating

You don’t have to choose between eat-
ing strawberries or applying products
containing strawberries to your skin to
reap the benefits. You can do both.
Eating strawberries means that you're
consuming all those healthy vitamins
and minerals that help you fight off ox-
idative stress and inflammation.
Meanwhile, using topical products
containing strawberries on your skin
may help you counteract the effects of
aging.

But there isn’t much scientific evi-
dence to support the idea that applying
strawberries topically will drastically
improve your skin.

Other benefits

If strawberries were just good for your
skin, that might be persuasive enough.

But strawberries also have numerous
other demonstrated health benefits
when eaten. For example:

e They contain compounds called an-
thocyanins, which contribute to their
vibrant color. These provide numerous
benefits, including improving your
blood lipid profile and decreasing your
risk of developing heart disease.

* They contain lots of phenolic antioxi-
dants, which may help prevent certain
kinds of cancer.

* They seem to help modify your body’s
digestion of sucrose, which may help
prevent type 2 diabetes.

Ways to use it

You’re probably familiar with strawber-
ry ice cream, strawberry pie, and other
delicious desserts containing this ru-
by-red fruit. But a growing number of
skin products now contain strawberry
or strawberry extract.

Here are some ways your skin can ben-

Freedom of

o Gl!,
Meta’s removal of Ayatollah Khamenei's
accounts raises concerns over freedom of
speech and proves the company’s pro-Is-
raeli stance.
On Friday, Meta stirred controversy by
abruptly removing Instagram and Face-
book accounts belonging to Ayatollah
Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution, who had a substantial following
of 5.1 million users. The decision, made
without prior notice, underscores the
company’s pro-Israeli stance.
In 2023, the Instagram account KHAME-
NEL.IR ranked among the top 10 accounts
of world leaders. Remarkably, posts on his
Farsi-language account garnered over one
hundred million views in the past three
months. This account, active for twelve
years, boasts a staggering nine thousand
posts that received eighteen million com-
ments.
Formerly known as Facebook, Meta now
owns a quartet of platforms: Instagram,
WhatsApp, Facebook, and Facebook Mes-
senger. Headquartered in Menlo Park,
California, Meta provided a scant explana-
tion for its actions, citing violations of its
Dangerous Organizations and Individuals
policy as justification for the account re-
movals.
This move coincided with Ayatollah
Khamenei’s support for oppressed Pales-
tinians and condemnation of the genocidal
warfare in the Gaza Strip, a stance he has
steadfastly maintained since October 7th.
Meta’s actions raise fundamental ques-

P ‘ _
tions about the role of social media plat-
forms in regulating political discourse and
the expression of support for contentious
causes.

The incident highlights the delicate bal-
ance between freedom of speech and the
enforcement of platform policies, particu-
larly concerning influential figures like
Ayatollah Khamenei. While Meta’s subsidi-
ary platforms profess to foster an environ-
ment of free expression and diversity of
opinion, their practices often align closely
with U.S. laws and policies, potentially
stifling dissenting voices that challenge
mainstream narratives.

The removal of Ayatollah Khamenei’s ac-
counts signals two significant realities.
Firstly, it casts doubt on Western claims
of upholding freedom of expression, re-
vealing a willingness to silence expressive
and influential voices without hesitation.
Secondly, it exposes a broader pattern of
support for the Israeli regime, which has
faced widespread condemnation for its vi-
olent actions against Palestinians. Meta’s
actions are just one facet of a larger trend
of political and media support for Israel,
highlighting the West’s willingness to sac-
rifice principles for geopolitical alliances.
As such, it prompts a broader discussion
about the power dynamics inherent in dig-
ital platforms and their impact on global
conversations  surrounding  geopolitics
and social justice.

Pro-Israeli allegiances: a closer look at
Meta’s actions

speech i Meta style
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Mark Zuckerberg, the CEO of Facebook,
has long displayed a pro-Israeli stance, a
position that has come under increased
scrutiny, especially in light of the recent
Israeli aggression and onslaught in Gaza.
Even before Meta’s recent actions, Zuck-
erberg’s intolerance towards viewpoints
contrary to his own was evident.

In 2020, following the assassination of
the Iranian anti-terror General Soleimani
by the U.S. army at the Iraqgi airport, an
outpouring of support for General Soleim-
ani flooded virtual spaces. However, Face-
book, under Meta’s umbrella, swiftly inter-
vened by banning and removing hashtags
such as #Soleimani and #WeAreTheNa-
tionOflmamHussain.

These actions underscored Meta’s staunch
alignment with pro-Zionist stances and its
readiness to implement restrictions that
exceed even the expectations of the Israeli
regime.

The implications of Meta’s actions extend
beyond mere content moderation; they
raise profound questions about the role of
social media platforms in shaping political
narratives and stifling dissenting voices.
By aligning with certain geopolitical agen-
das, Meta risks eroding trust in its com-
mitment to free expression and exacerbat-
ing tensions in already volatile regions. As
such, Zuckerberg’s alignment with pro-Is-
raeli stances warrants closer examination,
not only for its immediate consequences
but also for its broader implications on
digital freedoms and global discourse.

efit from strawberries.

Strawberry face mask

Some people prefer to grab a contain-
er of strawberries from the fridge and
make their own face mask, typically by
mashing up the strawberries and mix-
ing them with yogurt or honey. Some
may prefer to mix in milk or cream. Be
sure to rinse thoroughly after you ap-
ply your mask.

While there’s no harm in trying this
DIY face mask, don’t expect drastic
results. More research is necessary to
determine if strawberries applied topi-
cally really have any benefit to the skin.
Strawberry juice

Vitamin C, antioxidants, and fiber.
What’s not to love? You can reap all
these benefits from gulping down a
glass of strawberry juice.

Strawberry scrubs

By mixing up some mashed strawber-
ries and some sugar, you can create a

pretty good facial scrub right in your
own kitchen. You can also try adding a
bit of coconut oil or olive oil to make it
a little smoother.

For those with sensitive skin, be aware
that sugar exfoliants can be harsh on
the skin, leading to irritation and in-
flammation.

The bottom line

You almost can’t go wrong with straw-
berries.

They may help:

e improve the appearance of your com-
plexion

e improve your heart health

* lower your cholesterol levels

e reduce your chances of developing
type 2 diabetes

e reduce your risk of cancer

Try finding some ways to incorporate
strawberries into your diet on a regular
basis. You might also give strawber-
ry-infused skin care products a try.

[ran plans satellite
[aunches from
domestic stations
I 6W0 vears:
minister

The Iranian Minister of Information
and Communication Technology Issa
Zarepour says Iran plans to launch
foreign satellites from Iranian stations
within the next two years.

Speaking about Iran’s objectives in
the realm of the space industry, Zare-
pour highlighted the country’s ambi-
tion to utilize Iranian satellite carriers
for launching satellites belonging to
other nations.

He emphasized the significant pro-
gress Iran has made in its space in-
dustry over the past two years, indi-
cating a strong trajectory for further
advancement.

Zarepour underscored the Ministry’s
objective of ensuring the safe launch
and successful orbiting of neighbor-
ing countries’ satellites using Iranian
satellite carriers.

He also noted Iran’s self-sufficiency in
imaging and evaluating satellites, with
ongoing efforts focused on enhancing
the accuracy of Iranian satellites.
Iranian satellite carriers are capable of
launching satellites weighing between
100 to 200 kilograms, facilitated by
ground stations for signal reception.
Highlighting the broader impact
of Iran’s space industry, Zarepour
emphasized its contribution to im-
proving the quality of life for Iranian
citizens.

He mentioned plans for further im-
provements in Iranian launchers, with
aspirations to reach the Geo layer
within a five-year timeframe.
Zarepour expressed optimism about

the future launch of Iranian-made sat-
ellites, building on recent successes
in satellite deployment.

In a significant development, the Is-
lamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
recently achieved a milestone by suc-
cessfully launching its Sorayya satel-
lite into a 750-kilometer orbit.

This accomplishment underscores
Iran’s growing capabilities in aero-
space technology and its ambitions in
space exploration.

The Sorayya satellite was launched
using the three-stage solid-fuel Qaem
100 satellite carrier, developed by
the IRGC Aerospace Force, marking
Iran’s first satellite deployment at this
altitude.

Following the successful launch,
General Ali Jafarabadi of the IRGC
Aerospace Force’s Space Division ex-
pressed readiness to launch satellites
for neighboring countries, subject to
government facilitation of necessary
negotiations.

General Jafarabadi highlighted the
IRGC’s expertise in launching re-
search satellites weighing less than
100 kilograms and reiterated the suc-
cess of the recent collaboration be-
tween the government and the IRGC
in satellite launches.

He affirmed the IRGC’s preparedness
to conduct multiple launches for the
Iranian government, citing the suc-
cessful deployment of the Qaem 100
satellite carrier and the Sorayya sat-
ellite as examples of Iran’s growing
capabilities in space technology.
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