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Iran eyeing extrater-
ritorial cultivation in
African countries

The Iranian Agricultural Ministry
has set Africa as the first option for
extraterritorial cultivation in its on-
going programs, IRNA reported.
As one of the major policies of the
current government administration,
the Islamic Republic has been fol-
lowing new strategies to expand
cooperation with Africa, and agri-
culture has been the main focus of
such cooperation.

In line with the mentioned strategies,
the first meeting of the Iran-Tanza-
nia Joint Economic Committee is
going to be held shortly and to pre-
pare for the mentioned meeting, the
Iranian Agriculture Ministry hosted
a gathering to discuss possible
agreements and memorandums
that could be reached between the
two sides in the upcoming commit-
tee meeting.

Tanzania is considered one of the
most important countries in East
Africa and Iran is taking new meas-
ures to expand economic ties with
this country.

In late November 2022, Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO) held
the first exclusive exhibition of Irani-
an products and services in Tanza-
nia in collaboration with the Iranian
Trade Center in the African country
to showcase the Islamic Republic’s
trade and export capacities.
According to Ra’ed Mousavi, the
head of the Iranian Trade Center in
Tanzania, this exhibition was the
most appropriate platform to in-
crease the knowledge of East Afri-
can countries, especially Tanzania,
about the products, services, and
technological advancements of Ira-
nian companies.

According to Mousavi, companies
active in various fields including
the agricultural sector, mines and
industrial machinery, construction,
as well as medicine and medical
equipment participate in the first
exclusive exhibition of the export
capabilities of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in Tanzania.

In mid-July 2023, President Ebra-
him Raisi also took a visit to three
African countries of Kenya, Uganda,
and Zimbabwe.

Economic experts believe that the
president’s visit to Africa provided
the basis for increasing Iran’s pres-
ence in the 60-billion-dollar econ-
omy of the African continent and
will increase the level of activity of
Iranian traders and businessmen in
this continent.

Over the past 40 years, the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran has never given
up on its principled policy towards
Africa due to political and cultural
commonalities, despite the sanc-
tions, pressure and disruptions of
the West, and has always main-
tained itself alongside the people
and countries of Africa.

As reported, during the Iranian cal-
endar years 1384 and 1385 (March
2005-March 2007), the relations
between Iran and the African conti-
nentincreased in terms of trade, but
since 1386, the economic relations
between Iran and Africa have de-
creased due to the economic crisis
and cruel sanctions against Iran.
Surveys show that in the past years,
due to the lack of restoration of
economic relations with Africa, the
amount of trade with the countries
of this continent has remained at
the level of $1.2 billion, but accord-
ing to Mohammed-Sadeq Qanadza-
deh, the director general of the
Africa Department of Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO), fa-
cilitating the trade route with Africa
is happening now and it is expected
that the trade figure with this con-
tinent will reach $10 billion in the
next three years.

In fact, good steps have been taken
to use Africa’s capacity, and Africa
can be a suitable market for Iranian
goods, Qanadzadeh stated.

_www.esfahan-news.com

In a critical response to the
relentless aggressions by the
Zionist regime against the Pal-
estinian people, participants
in the fifth emergency session
of the meeting of the standing
committee of the Parliamenta-
ry Union of the OIC Member
States (PUIC) convened in
Tehran on Wednesday.

The session brought together
representatives to discuss the
urgent need for comprehen-
sive support for the resist-
ance of the Palestinian people
against the occupying forces.
The final statement issued
by the PUIC highlighted the
severity of the situation, con-
demning the brutal actions of

the Zionist regime as thou-
sands of lives have been lost,
accompanied by extensive de-
struction of vital infrastructure
in Gaza.

Emphasizing the urgent need
for intervention, the partici-
pants called for an immedi-
ate cessation of hostilities in
Gaza. They expressed concern
over the deliberate opposition
by the Zionist regime to any
prospect of a ceasefire and
the opening of corridors for
humanitarian aid to reach the
people in the Gaza Strip and
other occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories.

The statement solidified the
stance of member countries,
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urging collective action against
the Zionist regime’s aggres-
sion in the ongoing crisis.

The ongoing crisis, as dis-
cussed in the meeting, pos-
es a serious challenge to the
entire region, with potentially
dangerous consequences for
global peace and security.
Speaker criticizes U.S. and
its Western allies for deceit-
ful stance on Palestine
Addressing the meeting, Iran’s
Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf defended the
rights of the Palestinians to re-
sist occupation and aggression.
He called for strong resist-
ance against the harsh and
inhumane policies of the Zi-

hran hosts ugent meeing Lop Mu

slim lawmakers on Gaza

onist regime against Palestin-
ians, cautioning against being
swayed by misleading narra-
tives propagated by the usurp-
er regime.

Highlighting the Oct. 7 al-Agsa
Storm Operation as a sponta-
neous and natural response
to the oppression and aggres-
sion faced by the defenseless
people of Palestine, Ghalibaf
underscored the importance of
recognizing the operation as a
legitimate move in defending
inherent rights.

Ghalibaf  emphasized that
achieving peace hinges on the
realization of justice and the
protection of the rights of the
victims of atrocities.

Ghalibaf stressed the impera-
tive of a firm stand against the
harsh and inhumane policies
of the Zionist regime.

Islamic countries: United for
Palestine

Representatives from 26 Is-
lamic and Asian countries,
including Bahrain, Turkiye, Al-
geria, Oman, and China shared
their view of the ongoing
atrocities in Gaza, highlight-
ing the urgent need to take
necessary actions for the trial
of the Zionist regime and halt
the war.

A representative from the
Palestinian parliament under-
scored the imperative for Is-
lamic nations to stand in sup-
port of Palestine, vehemently
denouncing bilateral ties with
the Zionist regime as a tacit

approval of ongoing atrocities.
“It has been nearly 96 days
since the aggression against
the rights of the Palestinian
people and the assault on
Gaza. Explosives have been
unleashed on the population,
and Israeli aggression along
the western borders and Je-
rusalem persists,” Fahmi Al-
Za’aeer noted.

President of the Algerian Par-
liament Ebrahim Boughali also
urged advocates for the free-
dom of Palestine and global
leaders to take necessary ac-
tions for the trial of the Zionist
regime in international courts.
“All tools should be used
to prosecute Israel’s crimes
against the Palestinian people
in international courts,” said
Qassem Hashem, the repre-
sentative from the Lebanese
Parliament.

During another segment of the
meeting, the Speaker of the
Syrian Parliament declared,
“The cause of Palestine reso-
nates in the conscience of our
nation. We stand in solidarity
with the Palestinian people and
defend them.”

The representatives discussed
the urgent need for compre-
hensive support for the resist-
ance of the Palestinian people
against the occupying forces.

The final statement issued by
the PUIC further highlighted
the severity of the situation,
condemning the brutal actions
of the Zionist regime.

Foes more fearful of Iramians’ restlence than miliGary power; top judge

Iran’s judiciary chief on Wednesday em-
phasized that the resilience of the Irani-
an people instills more fear in adversar-
ies than the nation’s military prowess.

Mohseni Ejei disclosed that while ene-
mies approach Iran’s military strength
with caution, recognizing the deterrent
impact of its missiles, drones, and

advanced weaponry, what genuinely
intimidates them is Iran’s demonstrat-
ed power as a resilient nation. He em-
phasized that military capabilities aren’t
exclusive to Iran, as adversaries also
possess them.

Addressing a congress, the judiciary
head delved into the enemy’s deliberate
efforts to sideline the Iranian people,
acknowledging the lasting impact they
have endured.

Against the persistent backdrop of
economic challenges since the Islamic
Revolution’s inception, Mohseni Ejei
underscored the perseverance of the
Iranian people. Attributing Iran’s stead-
fastness to the unwavering support of

its citizens during economic hardships,
the senior judge confronted the ene-
my’s multifaceted assault on Iranians’
religious values.

“From moral decay to financial corrup-
tion, sedition, negative propaganda, and
harsh allegations, the enemy’s tactics
were laid bare,” he stated.

Emphasizing collective responsibility,
he urged all citizens to counteract the
enemy’s cultural invasion, expose their
schemes, and take decisive action.

In a call for unity and steadfastness, the
head of the judicial system underscored
the paramount importance of cohesive
leadership in overcoming crises and
securing victories. He issued a stern

warning against the enemy’s divisive
endeavors aimed at sowing discord
among the people and undermining the
bond between citizens and officials.
While acknowledging the formidable
defensive capabilities of the armed
forces, the judiciary chief stressed that
the true strength lies in the broad and
fervent involvement of the people, es-
pecially evident in religious and national
gvents.

He also encouraged active participation
in the upcoming parliamentary election,
positioning it as a tangible manifesta-
tion of the people’s importance, offering
a robust response to the enemy’s at-
tempts to subvert the electoral process.

[ran, Russia skeptical of LS. mitiatives for Yemen

The U.S. attempt to have a UN Se-
curity Council vote on a resolution
concerning Yemen is met with great
skepticism by Iran’s and Russia’s for-
eign ministers, who see it as a ruse
to justify the U.S. military’s growing
presence in the Red Sea region.
Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the Iranian
Foreign Minister, and Sergei Lavrov,
the Russian Foreign Minister, spoke
over the phone on Tuesday night on
a variety of topics, including regional
events, the Red Sea situation, and the
Gaza war.

The Iranian foreign minister stressed
the significance of international mar-
itime security while criticizing the
U.S. attempt to approve a resolu-
tion against Yemen under the guise
of protecting security in the Red
Sea.

Amir Abdollahian went on to add,
“The developments in the Red Sea
are related to Gaza and the behavior
of the U.S. and the Israeli regime to-
wards Palestine, and proposing such
a resolution lays the groundwork for
increased American military pres-
ence in the region and the Red Sea.”
The  U.S.-sponsored  resolution,
which asks for an immediate cessa-
tion of attacks by Yemen’s forces on
commercial and maritime vessels in
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the Red Sea region, was to be put to
a vote by the UN Security Council on
Wednesday.

Earlier, the U.S. also tried to have the
United Nations Security Council rat-
ify a resolution accusing Yemen of
endangering maritime security in the
Red Sea.

In their Tuesday talks, Iran’s chief
diplomat said, “The developments in
the Red Sea are linked to Gaza, and
the United States and the Israeli re-
gime’s attitude towards Palestine.”
He continued by saying, “Proposal of
such a resolution is rather aimed at

paving the way for increased Amer-
ican military presence in the region
and the Red Sea.”

Lavrov also criticized the United
States’ recent activities in the UN Se-
curity Council on Yemen as an excuse
for a greater presence in the region,
saying, “The Americans aren’t very
interested in finding the root causes
of the crises.”

Iran’s FM emphasizes the need to end
slaughter in Gaza

Elsewhere in the phone call, the Irani-
an and Russian officials reviewed the
latest events in the Gaza Strip, includ-

ing the continued killing of the people
by the Zionist regime.

Iran’s foreign minister emphasized
the need to end the slaughter of
the oppressed Palestinian people in
Gaza.

Lavrov also expressed the grief of the
Russian government to the Iranian
government and people for the tragic
murder of Iranian citizens in a recent
terrorist assault in Kerman.

“Similar to Iran, we also desire peace
in the region, an end to the war in the
Gaza Strip, and the establishment of
a Palestinian state,” Lavrov empha-
sized.

In addition to highlighting the need
for implementing a comprehensive
and strategic cooperation agreement
between the two nations and concen-
trating on stronger bilateral collab-
oration in the transportation sector,
Lavrov emphasized the necessity to
deepen relations between Moscow
and Tehran.

Along with intentions to ease Ira-
nian truckers’ travels on the Bela-
rus-Russia route, the two ministers
also addressed the last steps in the
implementation of the Rasht-Astara
railroad project and the long-term co-
operation agreement between Tehran
and Moscow.
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Road construc-
tion, mining
machinery man-
ufacturing to
reach 4,500 by
late March

Manufacturing of  road
construction and mining
machinery in Iran is going
to reach 4,500 by the end
of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 19), an
official with the Industry,
Mining, and Trade Ministry
said.

According to Abouzar Jam-
shidvand, the director gen-
eral of the ministry’s Office
of Agricultural, Construc-
tion, and Mining Machin-
ery, 3,100 such machinery
has been manufactured
since the beginning of the
current year (March 21,
2023), IRIB reported.
“The policy of the Industry
Ministry is to provide road
construction and mining
machinery from domestic
sources, so according to
the general policies of the
government, the laws ap-
proved by the parliament,
and the explicit order of the
minister, the aim is to use
the capacities of domes-
tic producers to meet the
needs of the country in this
field,” Jamshidvand said.
According to the official,
the production of road
construction and mining
machinery increased sig-
nificantly in the previous
year (1401) compared
to the preceding year, so
that last year production
reached 3,400 while the
figure was only 1,700 in
the year 1400.

“If there is a shortage in
production and it is not
possible to manufacture
domestically, we will im-
port the machines, and
good things have hap-
pened in this area so far,”
he said.

Back in 2022, Jamshid-
vand said more than 80
percent of the machinery
needed by the mining
sector in the country can
be produced by domestic
manufacturers.

The official noted that a
working group was formed
in the Industry Ministry to
assess the demand and ca-
pacities in the field of min-
ing machinery, and some
contracts were also con-
cluded between domestic
manufacturers and some
of the country’s mining
companies.

He further noted that there
are 26 production units
of agricultural, road con-
struction, and mining ma-
chinery active in the coun-
try, of which 15 units are
major ones.

“Considering the demand
for such machinery in the
country, it is necessary to
increase the production
capacity of such units in
the country,” Jamshidvand
said.
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Commodities
worth $851m ex-
ported from Mar-
kazi province in 9

months

As announced by a provincial
official, 1.391 million tons of
products valued at $851 mil-
lion were exported from Mar-
kazi province, in the center
of Iran, during the first nine
months of the current lranian
calendar year (March 21-De-
cemebr 21, 2023).

Ruhollah Gholami, the acting
head of the province’s Cus-
toms Department, said that
the nine-month export indi-
cates one percent rise in val-
ue, and 13 percent growth in
weight, year on year.

The official further announced
that 240,000 tons of goods
worth $699 million were im-
ported to the province during
the first nine months of the
present year, indicating 46
percent growth in value, and
75 percent rise in weight, as
compared to the same period
of time in the past year.

As previously announced by
the head of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Customs Adminis-
tration (IRICA), Iran exported
101.904 million tons of non-
oil goods valued at $36.43
billion during the first nine
months of the current Iranian
calendar year.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said
that the nine-month non-oil
export indicates 26.48 percent
growth in weight, but 0.68
percent fall in value, year on
year.

The official also said that the
country’s exports in the first
nine months of this year, in-
cluding oil, electricity, and
technical and engineering
services, and excluding the
export via suitcase trade,
reached $63.97 billion.Appre-
ciating the cooperation of the
Ministries of Qil, Energy, and
Industry, Mining and Trade in
providing relevant statistics,
he said: “It is for the first time
that the statistics of the export
of oil, electricity and techni-
cal and engineering services
along with the export of non-
oil goods are published by the
customs. This government ac-
tion is aimed at transparency
in the performance of foreign
trade.”

The IRICA head put the value
of the export of oil at $26.46
billion, electricity at $300 mil-
lion, and technical and engi-
neering services at $780 mil-
lion in the nine-month period.
Rezvani-Far further announced
that Iran has imported 28.7
million tons of goods worth
$48.42 billion in the first nine
months of the present year, of
which $60 million was the val-
ue of electricity import.

The nine-month import indi-
cates 12.29 percent rise in val-
ue and six percent growth in
weight, year on year, he added.
He named China, Irag, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Turkey, and India as the major
export destinations of Iranian
goods in the said time span,
and the UAE, China, Turkey,
Germany, and India as the
main sources of import.
The IRICA head said that the
value of Iran’s trade rose sev-
en percent during the first nine
months of the current Iranian
calendar year, as compared to
the same period of time in the
past year.
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Air Defense

Force ramp up

preparations
for secure

elections in
Iran

The Iranian Air Defense Force is intensi-
fying its preparations to ensure the safety
and security of the upcoming parliamen-
tary elections, its commander has said in
an interview, Fars reported late on Tues-
day. Brigadier General Alireza Sabahifard
emphasized the Air Defense Force’s com-
mitment to providing 24/7 air defense
coverage, reiterating that this is a sacred

duty and responsibility incumbent upon
all members of the Iranian Armed Forces.
“The deterrence power and equipment of
the Islamic Republic of Iran have reached
a level that has made our enemies realize
that they lack the capacity to challenge
our armed forces,” General Sabahifard
stated, expressing confidence in Iran’s
military capabilities.
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Making the decision to quit smoking
can become much easier when you
find other activities to fill the time that
smoking once occupied.

According to the National Institutes
of Health, an effective strategy to help
kick unhealthy habits like smoking is
to replace them with new healthy rou-
tines. Although this may seem easier
said than done, changing a habit may
not be as hard as it seems.

Research has shown that the key to
changing a habit may lie in choosing
your environment wisely.

Change your environment

According to studies conducted by
Duke University psychology professor
Wendy Wood, environmental cues play
a large role in controlling our behavior.
Wood’s studies show that when people
have a habit that's associated with a
particular place, they have a tendency
to repeat their actions even when they
don’t want to but are in that environ-
ment.

When you commit to quitting, take
steps to avoid spending time in those
places. Choose to go somewhere else
instead, such as the gym, to do some
exercise.

Use different exits and entrances and
avoid places where you meet others to
smoke if you have designated smoke
areas. Wood’s studies suggest that
by changing your environment, you’ll
have a better chance of sustaining new

behaviors over time.

Find a new reward

Habit guru Charles Duhigg, author of
“The Power of Habit,” suggests that
habits consist of three elements:

* a cue that triggers the habit

e a routine sequence of habitual ac-
tions

e a reward that you get for going
through the routine

To change your smoking habit, you
may need to change the cues by un-
derstanding what triggers your behav-
ior.

For example, let’s say that your cue to
smoke is break time at work. Every day
at break time, you find yourself join-
ing in with a social crowd of smokers.
This triggers your routine, which is to
smoke two cigarettes outside while
you chat with colleagues. Your reward:
social time with your friends, along
with the rush that you get from nico-
tine.

If you are committed to quitting smok-
ing, you may want to replace your cue,
routine, and reward with a new sys-
tem. Consider making a plan to spend
your break time socializing in a differ-
ent way.

For example, you might ask a non-
smoking friend, who supports your
decision to quit, to join you at break
time to take a brisk walk.

You’ll still get the reward

of social time but without

the cigarette.
New activities and routine

Smoking is a hard habit to break for
many reasons. Not only is nicotine
physically addictive, but smokers usu-
ally smoke multiple times a day. This
means that you may connect smoking
with many other activities and routines
that make up your daily life.

For example, many people crave a
cigarette before or after eating a meal.
To kick the smoking habit for good, it
will help to develop some new routines
that you don’t automatically associate
with smoking.

How do you de-

velop these
new rou-
tines? It
helps to
shake
things

up a

bit. Do
you usu-
ally eat
lunch at
your desk,
and then
head out-
side  for
a ciga-
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rette?
Make a change, and start eating lunch
in the cafeteria with friends. Do you
like to have a cigarette before start-
ing to cook dinner for your family?
Instead, try taking time to chat with a
loved one or play with your kids.
Not only will you avoid smoking, but
you'll be reminded of one of the rea-
sons you may want to quit: to set a
good example for your family.
Building better habits: Stay dedicat-
ed
Even if you change the environment
and routines you associate with smok-
ing, you may still have to deal with the
symptoms of withdrawal from
nicotine. However, it’s
important to re-
member that

y:

these symptoms are temporary.

The new healthier habits you build may
help you persevere and stick with your
decision to quit. Nicotine replacement
therapy or other medications may help
reduce the physical withdrawal symp-
toms. If interested, consider discuss-
ing these options with your doctor.
You'll soon find that the new rewards
of not smoking far exceed your old ex-
periences. They include:

» fresh air instead of smoky air

e an invigorated feeling from exercise
e more time spent focusing on family
and friends

In the long run, you’ll likely be glad you
stayed dedicated to your new, healthier
habits.

TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
gained 14,592 points (0.68 percent) to 2,170,964 on Wednes-
day, which is the fifth day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, and the most
important one. The other three ones are Iran Mercantile Ex-
change (IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse

(IFB).

Head of Iran’s Securitas and Exchange Organization (SEQ)
Majid Eshqi has said that using the capacities of the coun-

2 idle produc-

(o umits revived |

In Isfahan prov-
nce siee fast

March

As announced by a provincial official,
54 idle production units were revived in
Isfahan province since the beginning of
current Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2023).

Rasoul Savari, the managing director of
the province’s Industrial Parks Compa-
ny, said the mentioned units returned to
the production cycle through the sup-
ports of government and the efforts of
private sector.

He put the number of active units in the
industrial parks of the province at over
7,500, and said that 170,000 persons
are working in the industrial parks of the
province.

Head of Iran Small Industries and Indus-
trial Parks Organization (ISIPO) Farshad
Moghimi has announced that 897 idle
industrial units have been revived in
the country’s industrial parks and zones
since the beginning of the current Irani-
an calendar year.

The mentioned units returning to the
production cycle have created jobs for

year.

about 36,000 persons, the official stat-
ed.

He also announced that 1,240 produc-
tion units have been established and
started activity in the country’s industrial
parks and zones since the year start.
The mentioned units have created jobs
for 17,727 persons, the official stated.
Over the past few years, many of the
production units across Iran have been
wrestling with financial issues as well as
the problem of supplying their raw ma-
terials, so that, many have been forced
to shut down or decrease their activities.
The Industry Ministry’s program for
revving such units has tried to identify
major problems and issues that the pro-
duction units are facing in order to bring
them back into the production cycle by
resolving such problems.

In September, Industry, Mining, and
Trade Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi inaugu-
rated 20 industrial, infrastructure, and
development projects valued at 294.8
trillion rials (over $60 million) in indus-

try’s private sector in the stock market has been one
of the main strategies of the organization over the past

“One of the main approaches of the Securitas and Exchange
Organization during the past year has been to use the pow-
er of the private sector, because government entities and the
public sector do not have the necessary characteristics for
economic prosperity, so we must increase the share of the
private sector in the capital market,” Eshqi said in a confer-
ence in Khorasan Razavi Province.

trial parks and zones across the country
through video conferencing.

The inauguration ceremony was also
attended by Farshad Moghimi.

Put into operation in 11 different prov-
inces, the mentioned projects were
inaugurated on the occasion of the na-
tional day of supporting Small and Me-
dium-sized Enterprises (SMEs).

The projects include nine infrastructure
projects with a total investment of 1.88
trillion rials (about $3.82 million), seven
industrial projects with an investment of
18.35 trillion rials (over $37.8 million),
and the revival of four idle industrial
units with an investment of 9.24 trillion
rials (over $18.9 million).

As reported, the inauguration of the
mentioned projects has created direct
job opportunities for 723 people.

The projects were carried out in the
provinces of Kermanshah, Markazi, Zan-
jan, Yazd, Alborz, Lorestan, Sistan-Bal-
uchestan, Golestan, Isfahan, Qazvin,
and East Azarbaijan.

Major projects
worth $5.4m inau-
ourated i Anzali
Free Zone

The Secretary of Iran’s Free Zones
High Council Hojatollah Abdolmale-
ki inaugurated two major industrial
projects completed with a total in-
vestment of 2.7 trillion rials (about
$5.4 million) in Anzali Free Zone,
Freena reported on Wednesday.

As reported, the mentioned pro-
jects, including an industrial freezer
manufacturing complex and an LED
lamps and lights factory, are going
to create direct employment for 95
people.

Located in Gilan Province, north of
Iran, the Anzali Free Trade-Industri-
al Zone is the sole free zone in the
southern part of the Caspian Sea
with an area of 9,400 hectares and
40 kilometers of shoreline.

It is one of the country’s seven free
trade-industrial zones.

Located on the North-South Inter-
national Corridor, having a special
position in connection with the
Caspian littoral states, proximity to
the ports of Astrakhan and Lagan in
Russia, Aktau in Kazakhstan, and
Baku in Azerbaijan, access through
convenient routes to the consumer
markets of CIS countries, and prox-
imity to Rasht International Airport
are some advantages of Anzali Free
Zone.

The establishment of free trade
zones (FTZs) in Iran dates back
to the Iranian calendar year 1368
(March 1989 - March 1990) fol-
lowing the fall in the country’s oil
income in the preceding year which
prompted the government to pro-
mote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran
were established in the south of the
country. The first one was Kish Free
Trade Zone established in 1368 on
Kish Island in the Persian Gulf and
the second one was Qeshm Free
Trade Zone established the year af-
ter on Qeshm Island in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones
have been also established in
the country since then, including
Chabahar in southeastern Sis-
tan-Baluchestan Province, Arvand
in southwestern Khuzestan Prov-
ince, Anzali in northern Gilan Prov-
ince, Aras in East-Azarbaijan Prov-
ince and Maku in West-Azarbaijan
Province, both in the northwest of
the country.

The development of existing free
trade zones and the establishment
of new FTZs has become one of the
major economic approaches of the
Iranian government.
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