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Iran FM says U.S.
mired in Gaza quag-
mire

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the For-
eign Minister of Iran, has stated
that U.S. lawmakers are stuck in a
“quagmire” in the besieged region,
making it expensive for them to
escape, since they are supporting
the Israeli regime in its “genocidal
campaign” against the Gaza Strip.
Amir Abdollahian mentioned in a
speech at the University of Tehran
on Monday that the U.S. is “facing
a challenge” and is searching for
a “face-saving option” to exit the
Gaza conflict.

“Today the politicians in the White
House are facing a serious chal-
lenge. Some believe that Washing-
ton has gone too far and should
not have provided full support for
Israel’s genocide and crimes over
the past three months in Gaza and
the West Bank,” he said.

Iran’s top diplomat went on to add
that “today, the fact that American
politicians have made a mistake
and entered a quagmire in Gaza
represents a challenge in the White
House,” he added. “Getting out of
this quagmire will be quite costly.”
He also underlined that the Tel Aviv
regime followed its dreams of “de-
stroying Hamas” but they did not
come true.

“They announced that they would
disarm Hamas through military,
air, ground, and sea operations, but
that did not happen,” he said, add-
ing, “They said they will continue
the offensive in tunnels and hospi-
tals’ basements in Gaza to release
Israeli captives, but they suffered a
defeat and could not free one cap-
tive.”

He went on to say that Israelis
had “reached a dead end,” and
that Americans, who had spoken
of “eradicating Hamas,” are now
conveying messages to Hamas and
obliquely discussing captive-pris-
oner exchanges and ways to control
post-war Gaza in foreign nations.
“It indicates that the resistance is
following the right path and has
snatched another major victory in
the past 80 days.”

Acording to Amir Abdollahian, Is-
rael suffered a “political and intelli-
gence defeat” on October 7 when it
started the cross-border Operation
Al-Agsa Strom. Since then, the
Israeli regime has suffered a “mil-
itary and psychological” defeat as
a result of Hamas’ 80 days of re-
sistance and retaliation to Israel’'s
genocide, with the U.S. assistance.
He issued a dire warning, saying
that Israel’s allies had two choices:
either carry on with the war, get
farther into the maze, and suffer a
“embarrassing defeat,” or accept a
“political solution” by meeting the
demands of the resistance front.
“The first option is the continu-
ation of Israeli war on Gaza, but
the continuation of war means the
continuation of massacre and the
continuation of a humiliating defeat
for Israel and the U.S.,” he added.
As people around the world enjoyed
spectacular fireworks displays that
lit up the skyline of major cities to
welcome 2024, the lIsraeli regime
pushed ahead with its campaign of
targeting Palestinian civilians at a
hugely indiscriminate rate.

The Israeli military’s war crimes
against Palestinian civilians were
firmly put at the back of the minds
of countries across the globe, who
went ahead with their celebrations
to mark the beginning of 2024.
This is while in Gaza, where there
is no skyline and buildings reduced
to rubble by the Israeli army, people
were struggling to pull women and
children out of residential build-
ings that the regime’s military had
bombed.

This has set the tone of 2024 for
Gaza, which finds itself isolated
from the world.
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h‘ﬂll suhmlts seoond official notﬂieatmn on assassmation of Gen. Soleman

The Iranian Foreign Ministry
has tendered the U.S. govern-
ment with a second official
notification, seeking arbitration
for the 2020 U.S. drone strike
that assassinated Iran’s top an-
ti-terror commander, Lieuten-
ant General Qassem Soleima-
ni, in Baghdad.

Declaring it on Monday, Tav-
akkol Habibzadeh, the head of
center for Iranian President’s
Legal and International Affairs,
said that the second notice was
written and sent after the Unit-
ed States failed to respond to
the first one on holding nego-
tiations.

The notification  requesting
arbitration was drafted in ac-
cordance with the Protection of
Diplomats Convention, a 1973
United Nations anti-terrorism

punishing crimes against inter-
nationally protected individuals,
including diplomatic agents.
According to Article 13 of the
convention, the first notice
seeking negotiation is deliv-
ered to the opposing party,
and if it does not answer, the
second letter requesting arbi-
tration is issued.

According to the convention, if
the Americans do not respond
within six months of the date of
the request for arbitration, the
next step would be followed,
which is to bring the matter to
the International Gourt of Jus-
tice, he added.

Habibzadeh stated that the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry issued
the second notification to the
U.S. to request arbitration be-
tween Tehran and Washington
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half ago, adding that the U.S.
administration has until the
end of April to react.

On January 3, 2020, a U.S.
drone strike authorized by then-
U.S. President Donald Trump
assassinated General Soleim-
ani, commander of Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), Abu Mahdi al-Muhan-
dis, second-in-command of
Irag’s Popular Mobilization
Units (PMU), and their com-
panions near Baghdad Interna-
tional Airport.

Legislators in Iraq passed a bill
two days after the assault man-
dating that the government re-
move all foreign forces, includ-
ing those headed by the United
States, from the nation.

Due to their crucial contribu-
tions to the battle against the

in West Asia, notably in Iraq
and Syria, both commanders
were held in the highest regard
throughout the region.

The IRGC launched a barrage
of missile strikes against the
U.S.-run Ain al-Asad facility in
the western province of Anbar,
Irag, on January 8, 2020, in
vengeance for General Soleim-
ani’s assassination.

As per the Pentagon, the coun-
terstrike on the base resulted
in “traumatic brain injuries” for
over 100 American soldiers.
Meanwhile, the Islamic Repub-
lic called the missile attack on
Ain al-Assad a “first slap.”
During an afternoon meeting
on Sunday with the family
of Martyr Soleimani, Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the
Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, stressed, “The fact that
Martyr ~ Soleimani’s  name,
memory, and characteristics
are becoming increasingly
well-known is because of his
sincerity.”

He underscored that “Martyr
Soleimani’'s most significant
role and service was to revive
the Resistance Front in the re-
gion.”

The Leader of Islamic Revo-
lution highlighted that Gaza’s
resistance in the past three
months has been due to the
existence of the Resistance
Front.

He stated, “Martyr Soleimani
worked diligently to revitalize
the Resistance Front, and he
did this with sincerity, fore-
sight, intellect, and moral be-
havior.”

diciary official announced the
submission of the indictment
related to the assassination of
General Soleimani to the court.
Abbas-Ali  Kadkhodaei, who
heads a special committee
formed to follow up on Gen-
eral Soleimani’s murder case
from legal and international
aspects, made the remarks
while addressing a meeting
delving into the legal aspects
of the martyred commander’s
terror carried out by the United
States’ forces.

The meeting was held at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Of-
fice of Political and Internation-
al Studies.

Kadkhodaei stressed the na-
tional and international signifi-
cance of the Martyr Soleimani,
acknowledging the widely rec-
ognized brutal assassination of
this prominent figure.
Additionally, Kadkhodaei high-
lighted Martyr  Soleimani’s
dedication to defending the
oppressed people of the re-
gion, referencing the Leader
of Islamic Revolution’s recent
statement on the necessity of
strengthening the spirit of Re-
sistance Front in the region,
with General Soleimani playing
a pioneering role.

The member of Assembly of
Experts affirmed that the ac-
tions of the martyr in the fight
against terrorism were legiti-
mate, emphasizing the inher-
ent illegitimacy of assassina-
tion and criminal acts by the
United States. “Consequently,
the United States government

treaty aimed at preventing and

Manufacturing of
heavy vehicles up 21%
) months vr/vr

approximately a month and a

year.

Daesh Takfiri terrorist group

The production of heavy vehicles including trucks,
mini-trucks, and tractors increased by 21 per- ed.
cent in the first nine months of the current Irani-
an calendar year (March 21-December 21, 2023)
as compared to the same period in the previous

Based on the Industry Ministry data, 27,829 heavy
vehicles were manufactured in the mentioned nine
months while the figure was 23,089 in the previous

previous year.

On Monday, a top Iranian Ju-

must be held accountable,” he

commented.

year’'s same nine months, Fars News Agency report-

Car manufacturing in Iran rose 13 percent in the said
nine months as compared to the same period in the

Iranian carmakers managed to manufacture over

989,913 vehicles in the first nine months of the cur-
rent year while the figure stood at 887,612 in the cor-
responding period of the previous year.

Amir Abdolahsan harls Ansarulah or resolute pro Palestime position

I

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the Foreign
Minister of Iran, praised Ansarullah of
Yemen for its resolute support of the
oppressed Palestinian people against
the aggression and atrocities of the
Israeli regime.

Amir Abdollahian said this at a meet-
ing on Monday with Mohammed
Abdul-Salam, the spokesman for An-
sarullah of Yemen, who is in Tehran for
negotiations with high-ranking Iranian
officials.

The Iranian foreign minister expressed
Iran’s support for the advancement of
talks with Saudi Arabia and the devel-
opment of peace in Yemen in his re-
marks.

The top Iranian diplomat expressed
Tehran’s support for Yemen’s will and
demand.

For his part, the top Ansarullah official
thanked Iran for its steadfast political
backing of the resistance front and
briefed the Iranian foreign minister of
the most recent advancements in the
promotion of peace in Yemen.

Back in September, in an effort to set-
tle the kingdom’s eight-year conflict
with its southern neighbor, Ansarullah
was represented in discussions with a
delegation from Saudi Arabia, which
resulted in “positive results”.

In a statement, the ministry supported
a political solution to the Yemen con-
flict, after the Yemeni team, along with
an Omani mediator, returned to Sanaa
following five days of talks with Saudi
officials in Riyadh.

After the Palestinian resistance group,
Hamas, carried out the cross-border
Operation Al-Agsa Storm against the
usurping regime in punishment for its

il

increasing atrocities against the Pales-
tinian people, Israel launched the gen-
ocidal war on Gaza on October 7.
Despite killing 21,978 Palestinians,
predominantly children and women,
the Tel Aviv regime has failed to fulfill
its aims of “destroying Hamas” and
finding Israeli hostages 87 days into
the assault. 57,697 persons have been
injured as a result of the conflict.
Qalibaf blames U.S. for Israel-Gaza
conflict

In a separate meeting with Ab-
dul-Salam on Monday, Iranian Par-
liament Speaker Mohammad Bager
Qalibaf chastised the U.S. for Israel’s
continued aggression against Gaza.

He went on to add that without the
presence of the U.S. and its military as-
sistance, the Israeli regime would not
have been able to sustain the first blow
dealt to the regime as a consequence
of the Al-Agsa Storm Operation, which
was started on October 7 by the Pal-

estinian resistance movement Hamas.
He labeled the U.S. the primary source
of issues facing the Muslim world and
reiterated Iran’s backing for the resist-
ance front.

For his part, Abdul-Salam expressed
the Yemeni people’s unwavering sup-
port for the Palestinians in their con-
flict with the Israeli regime.

He praised Iran’s assistance to the
Yemeni people, noting that Yemen'’s ar-
maments and all other capabilities are
geared toward serving the interests of
Muslims.

Yemen is presently capable of assum-
ing an operational posture alongside
the resistance front, according to Ab-
dul-Salam, who also stated that his
country has a strategy that opposes
Israel and the U.S. in the region.

Iran, Ansarallah officials discus re-
gional developments

In another meeting on Monday be-
tween with Abdul-Salam and the Ira-

nian foreign minister’s senior advisor
for special political affairs Ali Asghar
Khaji, they discussed the latest devel-
opments on the ground in Yemen as
well as the political and humanitarian
situation in the country.

The two sides also discussed recent
developments in the region, particu-
larly the situation of Gaza, and urged
for an immediate halt to the Zionist re-
gime’s atrocities as well as the forma-
tion of a swift and inclusive permanent
truce there.

Khaji and Abdul-Salam both empha-
sized the need of finding a political
solution to the Yemen issue.

The lIranian diplomat applauded the
progress in the peace negotiations and
stated that Iran is willing to assist in
furthering the process.

On Sunday, Ali Akbar Ahmadian, the
secretary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, and Abdul-Salam
met and talked about matters of mu-
tual concern.

The topics of shared interest and re-
gional security were discussed by the
two parties. Ahmadian praised the
Yemeni government and people for
their bravery in standing up to the Zi-
onist regime’s savage attacks and ag-
gression against the Palestinian people
during such hard times.

The Yemeni military has increased its
strikes against Israeli-affiliated ships in
the Red Sea and launched missile and
drone assaults on Israeli sites during
the last several weeks.

They declare that unless the conflict
ends and Gazans are provided with the
food and medication they require, the
attacks will go on.
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Over 61.7m tons
of oil products
loaded, unload-
edinportsin9
months

As reported by Iran’s Ports and
Maritime QOrganization (PMOQ),
61,741,198 tons of oil products
were loaded and unloaded in the
ports of country during the first
nine months of the present Irani-
an calendar year (March 21-De-
cember 21, 2023).

As reported, the loading and
unloading of oil products in the
mentioned nine-month period
rose 5.3 percent, year on year.
The PMO has also reported that
the loading and unloading of
goods in the ports of Iran in-
creased by 6.1 percent in the first
nine months of the present year,
as compared to the same period
of time in the past year.

As the organization reported,
172,767,051 tons of commodi-
ties were loaded and unloaded in
the ports during the nine-month
period.

During the said period, load-
ing and unloading operations
in the container sector reached
1,917,354 TEUs, which was 4.3
percent more than the figure of
the same time span in the previ-
ous year.

Based on the data previously
released by the Transport and
Urban Development Ministry, the
loading and unloading of goods
in the ports of Iran rose 17 per-
cent during the previous Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20), as compared to the
preceding year.

The ministry’s data show that the
loading and unloading of goods
in the country’s ports reached
152.91 million tons in the previ-
ous Iranian calendar year, while
the figure stood at 130.69 million
tons in the preceding year.
During the said year, loading
and unloading operations in the
container sector reached 2.1 mil-
lion TEUs with a weight of 24.57
million tons, which was 13.5 per-
cent more than the 1.85 million
TEUs in the Iranian calendar year
1399, the report said.

The loading and unloading of
goods during the previous year
also grew by 12.8 percent in the
dry bulk sector, while in the liquid
bulk sector, the figure increased
by 12.6 percent, in the general
cargo sector rose by 13.1 per-
cent, and in the oil sector grew
by 22.5 percent.

While Iran is combating the U.S.
unilateral sanctions on its econ-
omy, the country’s ports as the
major gates of exports and im-
ports play a significant role in
this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more
development of them serious
and vital.

Such necessity has led the gov-
ernment to define projects for
more development of the ports
and also take some measures to
encourage investment making
in ports, in addition to facilitat-
ing the loading and unloading
of goods, especially basic com-
modities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s
Ports and Maritime Organization
has defined a high number of
projects to develop and improve
the country’s ports, as the coun-
try aims to double the capacity of
its ports in five years.

According to the PMO, the ca-
pacity of the country’s ports has
increased from 180 million tons
in the Iranian calendar year 1392
(ended in March 2014) to 250
million tons in 1399 (ended in
March 2021).
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Iran’s exports to
China rise 24% in
November 2023

The value of Iran’s exports to
China increased by 24 per-
cent in November 2023 as
compared to the same month
in 2022, according to China’s
Customs data.

Iran exported $405 million
worth of products to China in
November 2023, while the fig-
ure was only $326 million in
November 2022, Tasnim News
Agency reported.

As reported, the trade between
Iran and China reached $13.4
billion in the first 11 months of
2023, registering a seven per-
cent decline, year on year.
According to China’s Customs
data, the value of trade be-
tween the two countries stood
at $14.4 billion in January-No-
vember 2022.

China’s imports from Iran
reached $4.2 billion in the
11-month period of 2023,
which was 30 percent less
than the figure for the same
period in 2022. From January
to November 2022, China im-
ported $6.0 billion of goods
from the Islamic Republic.
Qil is China’s main imported
item from Iran, which is not in-
cluded in the country’s official
customs data.

The Asian country’s exports
to Iran, however, grew by nine
percent in the first 11 months
of 2023 to reach $9.2 billion.
In the same period of 2022,
China exported $8.4 billion
worth of goods to Iran.

In late December, the head
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) announced that the
country exported commodities
valued at $10.3 billion to China
during the first nine months of
the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-Decemebr 21).
China is one of Iran’s main
trade partners that has main-
tained strong trade ties with
the Islamic Republic despite
the strict U.S. sanctions.
Iran and China officially signed
the document for 25-year
comprehensive cooperation in
March 2021.

The document was signed
between Iran’s former Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi at the Iranian
Foreign Ministry.

Iran’s Finance and Economic
Affairs Minister Ehsan Khan-
douzi said the 25-year strate-
gic partnership plan between
Iran and China has entered a
new phase with new agree-
ments being reached between
various ministries of the two
countries.

According to Khandouzi, the
mentioned agreements have
been reached between the two
sides during the visit of Iran’s
delegation to the 6th China In-
ternational Import Expo (CIIE).
“Specific projects were de-
fined between the government
departments of the respective
ministries of Iran and China,
and agreements were reached
on the details of the implemen-
tation of the mentioned pro-
jects,” Khandouzi said.
Regarding the private sectors
of the two countries, some
Iranian companies operating
in China and some large Chi-
nese companies operating in
Iran faced obstacles, which
were discussed and resolved
by the relevant authorities, he
explained.
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TEDPIX loses
9,500 points on

Tuesday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
lost 9,538 points (0.44 percent)
to0 2,158,788 on Tuesday, which is
the fourth day of Iranian calendar

week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

2 Tips for a Spee
Flu Recovery

Source:

By:

The best way to get over the flu fast
is to rest and stay hydrated. But, there
are a few additional things you can try
to help yourself feel better.

The flu is a highly contagious respira-
tory infection caused by the influen-
za virus. Flu symptoms typically last
about a week, but the most severe
symptoms only occur for two to three
days (though it might feel like an eter-
nity). You might continue to experi-
ence fatigue, weakness, and a cough
for another week after you recover.
We’ve partnered with Clorox® to bring
you 12 tips to help you recover more
quickly.

1. Stay home

Your body needs time and energy to
fight off the flu virus, which means that
your daily routine should be put on the
backburner.

You may be tempted to go grocery

shopping or get ahead on laundry for
the week, but you’d be doing yourself
a disservice. Stay home from work or
school, and put errands on hold until
you start to feel better.

On top of helping you recover, staying
home also prevents spreading the flu
to other people in your community or
workplace. The flu can be dangerous
for older adults and small children, so
it's vital that you avoid contact with
others while you’re contagious and
disinfect surfaces and personal items
regularly.

2. Hydrate

One symptom of the flu is a high fever,
which can lead to sweating. You might
also be dealing with bouts of vomiting
or diarrhea. Your body needs plenty of
fluids to replace lost liquids, and even
more to fight off the infection.

Water is best, but you can also drink

&,

herbal teas or tea with honey. These
can have a soothing effect on your
symptoms while keeping you hydrat-
ed. Two things you should always
avoid, though, is caffeine.

3. Sleep as much as possible

Sleep is the best medicine for your
body while fighting the flu.

Go to bed earlier than usual and sleep
in. You can also take a nap during the
day to give your body more time to re-
cover.

Rest and sleep also reduces your risk
of serious flu complications, like pneu-
monia.

4. Ease your breathing

It can be difficult to sleep with a stuffy
nose and cough. Try these tips to
breathe easier and have a better night’s
sleep:

e Use an extra pillow

to prop up your head and ease sinus

-

pressure.
e Sleep with a

humidifier or vaporizer in the room.

* Take a hot

bath or shower before bed.

5. Eat healthy foods

You may be tempted to drown your
sorrow in a bowl of ice cream and a
bag of potato chips, but your body
needs better nutrition to recover from
the flu.

Fresh fruits and vegetables provide
important vitamins, minerals, and anti-
oxidants that strengthen your immune
system as it fights off the virus.

You might not have much of an appe-
tite, but it’s still important to eat reg-
ular meals to maintain your strength.
6. Add moisture to the air

Dry air can make your symptoms
worse. A vaporizer or humidifier adds
moisture to the air and can help loosen

up congestion.

7. Have a spoonful of honey to soothe
a cough

Honey is a fairly common natural
remedy for soothing a sore throat or
cough. Mixing honey with tea is a great
way to stay hydrated while also treat-
ing your flu symptoms.

The bottom line

The best thing you can do to recover
from the flu is allow yourself to sleep,
rest, and drink lots of fluids. If you
catch your flu symptoms early, and
you're at risk of serious complications,
you can try an antiviral medication to
help reduce the duration of your symp-
toms.

Most flu symptoms resolve within one
to two weeks. If your flu symptoms
start to get better and then get rapid-
ly worse, or don’t subside after two
weeks, contact your doctor.

a family,” Arsalan Maleki said.

After National Housing Action Plan (started in 2018), National

Housing Movement is the government’s second major program to
provide affordable housing units for the low-income classes.
The operation for the construction of 209,212 residential units of
the National Housing Movement began in February 2022.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned operation and also to launch
some development projects in the housing sector was attended by
former Transport and Urban Development Minister Rostam Qasemi.
Also, in July 2022, the minister inaugurated a project for the con-
struction of the first group of affordable housing units for laborers
under the framework of the National Housing Movement.

Iran’s defense mimister sends
New Year wishes, condemning Gaza violence

Iran’s Defense Minister has sent New
Year greetings to his counterparts in
several countries, calling for a year free
of violence.

Brigadier General Mohammad-Reza
Ashtiani also wished a new year filled
with peace, justice, freedom, spiritual-
ity, morality, and progress.

In his New Year message to his coun-
terparts in various countries, the Irani-
an Defense Minister extended his warm
greetings and expressed heartfelt
wishes for a year brimming with love,
friendship, and peace. He highlighted
the significance of the New Year as a

time to reflect on the past and embrace
new beginnings, fostering harmonious
relationships and striving for a more
peaceful world.

Brigadier General Ashtiani sent the
message to his counterparts in In-
donesia, Armenia, Uzbekistan, Italy,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, Turkey, Russia, Serbia, Kyr-
gyzstan, Kazakhstan, Georgia, Poland,
South, Burkina Faso, Bolivia, Thailand,
Philippines, China, Zimbabwe, Japan,
Syria, Sierra Leone, Irag, Congo, Ken-
ya, Guba, Lebanon, Madagascar, Ma-
laysia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Venezuela,

India, Korea and Vietnam.

The Minister of Defense of the Islamic
Republic of Iran conveyed the follow-
ing message:

As we step into the year 2024, the
closing months of 2023 have borne
witness to a tragic scenario unfolding
in Gaza—a disturbing spectacle of
genocide, war crimes, and the merci-
less massacre of children and defense-
less Gazans.

Perpetrated by the Zionist regime,
these heinous acts have stirred anger
among freedom seekers across the
globe.

1,000 units of Nattomal Housme Movement completed

As announced by the head of the National Land and Housing Organ-
ization, 1,000 units of the National Housing Movement have been
completed across the country and are ready to be handed over to
applicants, Mehr News Agency reported.

“Our priority at the Ministry of Transport and Urban Development
is to accelerate the progress of the National Housing Movement
program and we must know that the faster completion of these
projects, even for one day, means solving the housing problem for

(0% of Iran’s med-
1cal equipment
produced
domestically

The head of Iran’s Union of Medi-
cal Equipment Manufacturers and
Exporters has said 70 percent of
the medical equipment used in the
country is made by domestic pro-
ducers, IRIB reported.

According to Abdolreza Yaghoubza-
deh, currently, 100 percent of nor-
mal hospital beds, more than 95
percent of special ICU and CCU
beds, and more than 85 percent of
operating room medical equipment,
such as anesthesia machines, ven-
tilators, electrocautery, and other
equipment are manufactured inside
the country with advanced technical
knowledge.

Putting the current imports of the
mentioned products at about $1.0
billion, Yaghoubzadeh said if the
government cuts the subsidized
foreign currency allocated for the
import of medical equipment, the
annual imports of such items will
be reduced to $600,000.

The official noted that allocating
subsidized foreign currency to the
import of medical equipment has
resulted in the surplus imports of
such products so that the imports
are more than the actual needs of

the country.

According to Yaghubzadeh, consid-
ering Iran’s population and per capi-
ta income of the people, the medical
equipment market of the country is
less than one percent of the global
market for such products.

“If we divide the world’s medical
equipment market which is 400 bil-
lion dollars to the population, one
percent of this figure that is four
billion dollars would be the value of
Iran’s medical equipment market,”
he explained.

Yaghubzadeh further noted that,
currently over $3.0 billion worth
of medical equipment is produced
inside the country, and about $1.0
billion is imported.

According to the official, there are
currently over 1,000 medical equip-
ment production units active across
the country of which up to 400 are
knowledge-based or startups.

“We export to more than 60 for-
eign countries, and many Europe-
an countries are among the export
destinations of our products; the
value of our exports in the past few
years has been up to 30 million dol-
lars,” he said.
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