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Iranian FM tries to
defuse Gaza crisis in
frenzy of telephone
diplomacy

Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian has discussed the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza in new
phone calls with several foreign of-
ficials.

During his call with S. Jaishankar,
the Minister of External Affairs of
India, the Iranian chief diplomat
warned that the continuation of Is-
raeli crimes against Gaza will only
complicate the situation in West
Asia. He said if Israel is not reined
in, new fronts may open among the
resistance forces to respond to the
relentless and sickening crimes of
the regime.

Abdollahian noted that it is expected
that India, along with other regional
and global countries, works towards
establishing a ceasefire and sending
extensive humanitarian aid to the
war-weary people of Gaza. He added
it is necessary for countries around
the globe to stand against the inhu-
mane actions of Israel and prevent
a “full-scale genocide” and displace-
ment of Palestinian people.

For his part, the top Indian diplomat
described the situation in Gaza as
heartbreaking and stated that his
country closely monitors the region-
al conditions and believes that, de-
spite all the existing disagreements,
joint actions and efforts should be
made to improve the humanitarian
conditions in the Gaza Strip.

“India is ready to play a role within
the framework of initiatives present-
ed by the Islamic Republic of Iran to
halt military operations and prevent
the escalation and expansion of the
crisis,” he said.

The Indian foreign minister also
raised some bilateral issues.
Israel’s hombings paving the way
for genocide

During his second call with the UN
Secretary-General since the begin-
ning of the war on Gaza, Amir Ab-
dollahian enumerated the deliberate
destruction of urban and adminis-
trative infrastructure, hospitals, and
educational centers as a terrifying
prospect for the international com-
munity. He said such heinous crimes
will pave the way for genocide once
the Israeli regime begins to carry out
a land offensive into Gaza. He called
on the international community to
stop such disasters from unfolding.
The top Iranian diplomat described
the actions of the Zionist regime
during the attacks on Gaza as “war
crimes” and drew the attention of
the UN chief to some prominent cas-
es of gross violations of internation-
al law and human rights principles
during Israel’s 75-year occupation of
Palestinian territories.

Amir Abdollahian also called on
Guterres to condemn Israel's ac-
tions which have evidently and un-
doubtedly violated international law,
asking him to take the necessary
measures to bring an end to the bru-
tal siege on Gaza. He said it is impor-
tant that people gain free access to
humanitarian aid.

Appreciation for South Africa’s
stance

Talking to the Foreign Minister of
South Africa, Amir Abdollahian ex-
pressed gratefulness for “the appro-
priate action” of the South African
government in issuing a statement
in support of the oppressed people
of Palestine.

The top Iranian diplomat also got to
chance to speak with his Saudi Ara-
bian counterpart Faisal bin Farhan
Al-Saud on the phone.

During the phone call the two sides
emphasized the importance of hold-
ing an Islamic Cooperation Organi-
zation emergency meeting to dis-
cuss the war on Gaza.

They also stressed that Israeli war
crimes against Palestinians should
be immediately stopped and that
more humanitarian aid must reach
(Gaza as soon as possible.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Kheirollah Khademi, the man-
aging director of Iran’s Con-
struction and Development of
Transportation Infrastructures
Company (CDTIC), has said
70 percent of the technical is-
sues regarding the Rasht-As-
tara railway project have been
discussed and finalized with
Russia, and the rest will also
be finalized soon.

“An agreement has been
signed with Russia so that this
country will provide us with a
government loan for the con-
struction and completion of
the Rasht-Astara railway; this
agreement includes the gen-
eral and private terms of the
contract, the employer’s re-
quirements, the funding meth-
ods, and the project imple-
mentation schedule,” Khademi
told the news portal of the Ira-
nian Transport Ministry.

The official also announced
the signing of the executive
blue prints of the railway and

[ran, Russia finalizimg teehniea eil 0l

added: “After many technical
and specialized meetings by
the experts of the two coun-
tries, the railway’s blue print
was prepared with special
amendments to increase the
speed and capacity of the
route.”

Iran and Russia, both under
harsh Western sanctions, on
May 17 inked an agreement
on the long-stalled construc-
tion of a railway connecting
the northern Iranian cities of
Rasht and Astara.

The railway is key to the Inter-
national North-South Transit
Corridor (INSTC).

Spanning 162 km (100.6
miles), the railway is a crucial
element of the INSTC. The
corridor integrates road, rail,
and sea transportation, facili-
tating the movement of goods
between Russia and India via
Iran.

Through a video link, Irani-
an President Ebrahim Raisi
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and his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin addressed the
ceremony in Tehran where the
two countries’ transport min-
isters signed the agreement.
Raisi thanked Putin and the
Russian government for their
involvement in the initiative
and referred to it as an “impor-
tant strategic step” in bilateral
cooperation that will benefit all
countries involved in the IN-
STC. Putin, for his part, called
the occasion a “landmark
moment for the entire global
transport infrastructure.”
According to this agreement,
the Russian Federation will
invest 1.6 billion euros in this
railway route.

The deal came a day after
the former Head of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) Alireza Payman-Pak
announced that Russia’s sec-
ond-biggest bank, VTB, had
opened a representative office
in Tehran.

Rasht-Astara ratlway project

Peyman-Pak said that the
office, which marks the first
“direct presence” of a Russian
bank in Iran, will be used for
foreign currency transfers.
State-owned VTB was sanc-
tioned by the EU, UK, and the
U.S. following the conflict be-
tween Russia and Ukraine in
Feb. 2022.

The railway deal has been
hailed by state officials and
media in Iran as part of a
significant future source of
income.

Raisi’s Deputy Chief of Staff
for Political Affairs Moham-
mad Jamshidi has predicted
that the earnings from the
INTSC would be able to rival
Iran’s oil revenue. In this vein,
the ISNA news agency on May
17 estimated annual revenue
of $20 billion from the Corri-
dor.

The Jam-e Jam newspaper
described Iran as the “gold-
en path of trade” in an article
highlighting the potential ben-
efits of the railway.
Meanwhile, the Tasnim News
Agency said ahead of the
deal that the “curse” that has
so far stalled the railway pro-
ject would be broken through
“Russian partnership.”

India, Iran, and Russia initially
struck an accord in 2002 to
forge the INSTC. The ambi-
tious undertaking aims to cre-
ate a new transit route linking
India to Afghanistan, Central
Asia, and Russia via lran’s
southern and northern coastal
regions.

The corridor is seen by Russia
as a potential rival to the Suez
Canal, a far longer route for
trade with northern Europe.
Iran has been a key player in
the INSTC and stands to ben-

efit greatly from its full reali-
zation. As reported by Amwa.
media, the Raisi government
has seemingly banked signif-
icantly on transit becoming
a top revenue generator. But
Iran stands to gain from the
project in more ways.

The operationalization of the
corridor could mean improved
relations between Iran and In-
dia, aligning New Delhi more
closely with Tehran’s regional
interests.

A vital element of the INSTC,
the Rasht-Astara railway pro-
ject has been stalled for years
due to costs, engineering, and
logistical complications.
Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei stressed the im-
portance of completing the
stretch of the railway in his
July 2022 meeting with Putin
in Tehran.

VTB’s new office in Tehran is
part of Iran and Russia’s on-
going efforts to connect their
banking systems.

The two countries signed an
agreement on January 29 to
link their inter-bank messag-
ing systems.

Due to Western sanctions,
both countries have been cut
off from SWIFT—a leading
Belgium-based financial mes-
saging service.

Both Iran and Russia are look-
ing to reap the potential eco-
nomic benefits of increased
transit amid Western sanc-
tions.

The Raisi government seeks to
mitigate the adverse effects of
sanctions through de-dollari-
zation of trade and the estab-
lishment of direct banking and
payment channels outside the
international banking system.

L. directly mvolved in orchestrating Gaza war, Leader savs

The Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, asserts
that the Israeli attack on Gaza is being di-
rectly orchestrated by the United States
and that the regime in Tel Aviv is the true
loser of the onslaught against the belea-
guered strip.

The Leader made the remarks on Mon-
day during a meeting with Iragi Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani in
Tehran.

The Leader stated that the Americans are
unquestionably implicated in the Israeli
regime’s atrocities in Gaza.

“Since the very first days of the Zionist
regime’s attacks, all the evidence and
indications show the direct involvement
of the Americans in running the war,” he
added.

Ayatollah Khamenei also stated that as
the conflict continues, the motivations
for the United States’ direct involvement
in spearheading Israel’s crimes would
become increasingly clear.

The Leader declared that without military
and political support from the U.S., the
Israeli regime would not be able to carry
on with the war.

He added the Israeli regime is the “main
loser” of the current conflict despite the
slaughter of Palestinians in Gaza because
it has failed to rebuild its damaged repu-
tation and would never be able to do so.
Avatollah Khamenei also praised the Ira-
gi government’s “good and strong” atti-
tude in support of the Palestinian people
in Gaza, urging the Muslim world to in-
crease political pressure on the U.S. and
Israel to cease the slaughter of civilians
in the besieged territory.

Avatollah Khamenei added that Irag, as
a key player in the region, could play a
unique role in this respect, forming a
new front in the Arab and Muslim worlds.
Iran and Iraq, according to Ayatollah
Khamenei, can play an effective role in
this respect by increasing bilateral col-
laboration.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the Leader

complimented Tehran and Baghdad’s
economic and security cooperation and
encouraged both parties to keep up the
same rate of advancement.

“Collective revenge”

For his part, the prime minister of Iraq
declared that Hamas’ Operation Al-Agsa
Storm was a valiant endeavor that made
the entire world’s free people proud.
Sudani bemoaned the savage Israeli at-
tacks in Gaza, calling it a “collective re-
venge” against the local populace.

He maintained that the Iragi government
has made significant political strides to
stop Israel’s atrocities in Gaza and to
provide food and medicine to its citizens.
Additionally, Sudani reaffirmed Irag’s un-
wavering commitment to fostering better
ties with Iran and carrying out bilateral
agreements.

In the midst of the Israeli war on Gaza,
Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas political bu-
reau chief, met with Ayatollah Knamenei
in Tehran.

The meeting in the middle of the war is
highly important.

According to the Beirut-based TV chan-
nel Al Mayadeen, Osama Hamdan, the
chief representative of Hamas in Leb-
anon and a member of its politburo,
stated on Saturday that Haniyeh visited
Tehran “a couple of days ago” and “met
and talked with” Ayatollah Khamenei.
Iran and Iraq demand ceasefire in Gaza

At a joint press conference with the Iraqi
premier on Monday, Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi noted that the Israeli re-
gime, which is largely backed by the U.S.
and several European nations, is com-
mitting “genocide” in Palestine, particu-
larly against children.

“We believe that the Israeli bombard-
ments against Gaza must be stopped as
soon as possible and a ceasefire must be
established,” Raisi said.

Raisi went on to underscore the need to
send aid to the “oppressed” yet “power-
ful” people of Gaza as soon as possible.
The president added that Tehran cooper-
ates with and supports any measure by
the Muslim, regional and international
countries aimed at deterring the Israeli
regime and the U.S. from massacring
the innocent people of Gaza.

Raisi noted that Tehran and Baghdad
share a common position on the Pales-
tinian issue.

The Iranian president rejected as “sheer
lie” the U.S. allegations about sending
aid to Gaza and announcing a ceasefire
in the war-stricken strip, saying such
claims do not match the Americans’ ac-
tions.

“Unfortunately, the U.S. provides arms,
intelligence and financial aid to the Zion-
ist regime to brutally kill the Palestinian
people and it actually encourages the
Israeli regime,” he stressed.

Raisi also said that the U.S. vetoed a
draft resolution proposed by Brazil to
the United Nations Security Council for
humanitarian pauses in the war on the
blockaded Palestinian territory.

This would actually pave the way for the
Israeli regime to carry out more acts of
murder, he added.

The president emphasized that the U.S.
and other countries that support Israel
are complicit in all the regime’s crimes.
Raisi added the battle of the resistance
front against Israel and the defeat that it
has inflicted on the regime have crum-
bled the Israeli regime.

He went on to say that Muslim nations
and those regional and global countries
that believe in God cannot justify their
silence vis-a-vis the ongoing crimes
against the Palestinian people.
“Organized genocide”

For his part, Sudani held the Operation
Al-Agsa Storm and said that it was the
outcome of Israel’s years of criminal
policies against the oppressed people
of Palestine which included the killing of
civilians, forced displacement, illegal set-
tlement and the desecration of al-Aqsa
Mosque.

The Israeli regime has held the Gazan
people inside a prison for many years
while the international community has
failed to implement its commitments
and obligations in practice regarding the
crisis in Gaza, the prime minister added.
He emphasized that those who seek to
prevent the spillover of the war must
push the Israeli regime to stop its crime
and “organized genocide” of Palestinians
in Gaza.

Sudani said the sides that are carrying
out acts of aggression against the peo-
ple of Gazan must prevent a wider war in
the region. The premier added that Iran
and Iraq seek to adopt a close stance
on ways to exert pressure on influential
countries to stop the bombing of Gaza
and the killing of the Palestinian people
as soon as possible.
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Commodities
worth over $632m
traded at IME in a

week

During the past Iranian calen-
dar week (ended on Friday),
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME)
witnessed trade of 2,597,357
tons of commodities with a total
trading value of more than $632
million on its physical market.
As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Af-
fairs Department, the exchange
saw on its metals and minerals
trading floor trade of 2,070,000
tons of commodities valued at
more than $368 million.

On this floor the IME sold
1,275,998 tons of cement,
362,000 tons of iron ore,
296,982 tons of steel, 118,000
tons of sponge iron, 12,759 tons
of copper, 6,910 tons of alumi-
num, 885 tons of zinc, 200 tons
of molybdenum concentrate,
175 tons of lead and 45 tons of
precious metals concentrate.
Based on this report, the IME
witnessed on both domestic and
export rings of its oil and petro-
chemical trading floor 514,423
tons of commodities worth
nearly $252 million.
Commodities traded on this
floor included 184,461 tons
of bitumen, 123,800 tons of
vacuum bottom, 103,620 tons
of polymeric products, 63,000
tons of lube cut, 31,067 tons of
chemicals, 7,437 tons of oil, 550
tons of sulfur, 450 tons of water-
proofing materials and 280 tons
of feedstocks.

The IME also traded within
the same week 12,933 tons of
goods on its side market.
As previously reported, IME wit-
nessed trade of 13,344,275 tons
of commaodities with a total trad-
ing value of more than $3 billion
on its physical market during
the past Iranian calendar month
(ended on Qctober 22), logging
growths of 11.6 percent in vol-
ume and 8.4 percent in value of
trades compared with the month
before that.

The exchange saw on its metals
and minerals trading floor, trade
of 11,306,756 tons of commod-
ities valued at nearly $2 billion.
On this floor the IME sold
6,074,037 tons of cement,
2,552,000 tons of iron ore,
1,817,919 tons of steel, 825,000
tons of sponge iron, 36,635 tons
of copper, 27,620 tons of alumi-
num, 3,475 tons of zinc, 2,975
tons of cast iron, 1,000 tons of
molybdenum concentrate, 500
tons of coke and 45 tons of pre-
cious metals concentrate.

It's worth noting that the IME
also traded 1,150 kg of saffron
on its agricultural trading floor.
Moreover, the exchange saw
trade of 1,916,459 tons of com-
modities worth more than $991
million on both domestic and
export rings of its oil and petro-
chemical trading floor.

[tems traded on this floor in-
cluded 632,689 tons of bitumen,
519,200 tons of vacuum bot-
tom, 401,991 tons of polymeric
products, 163,080 tons of lube
cut, 158,650 tons of chemicals,
27,870 tons of sulfur, 23,399
tons of oil, 10,618 tons of pe-
troleum products, 2,140 tons of
waterproofing materials, 1,380
tons of feedstocks and 1,000
tons of slop wax. Last was the
IME’s side market on which the
exchange traded 121,158 tons
of goods. IME is one of the four
major stock markets of Iran, the
other three markets are Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market
known also as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX).
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IRISL head
stresses need
for expansion of
commercial mari-
time fleet

The head of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Shipping Lines
(IRISL) has stressed the im-
portance of the commercial
maritime fleet for the country’s
economy, calling for the devel-
opment of the mentioned fleet
in the country, Maritime News
Agency (MANA) reported.
“Considering the necessity of
development in the shipping
fleet of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, if the development of
the maritime sector is not pur-
sued, in the next ten years 70
percent of the country’s inter-
national fleet will not be able
to travel in the developed ports
of the world,” Mohammadreza
Modares Khiabani said in a
conference on Sunday.

He further said that the IRISL
is one of the oldest companies
in the field of maritime trans-
portation in the country with a
history of 56 years.

Iran’s cereal pro-
duction exceeds
21m tons in cur-
rent crop year:
FAOQ

Cereal production in Iran
reached 21.2 million tons
in the current crop year, ac-
cording to the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organ-
ization (FAQ)’s latest Crop
Prospects and Food Situation
report.

Based on the said report, the
Islamic Republic’s cereal pro-
duction in the current crop
year has increased by two
percent compared to the pre-
vious year when the output
was 20.6 million tons.

FAO has placed Iran in fourth
place among the Asian na-
tions in terms of the volume
of cereal production.
According to the organiza-
tion, Iran’s wheat production,
which stood at 13 million
tons in the 2022 crop year,
has increased by 500,000
tons to reach 13.5 million
tons in the current year.
Rice production also reached
3.5 million tons in the current
year, without any changes
compared to the previous
crop year.

FAO has put Iran’s total cereal
stocks at 12.1 million tons in
the current year, registering a
100,000-ton increase com-
pared to the previous year.
With this volume of stocks,
Iran has ranked fourth in the
world. China has been ranked
first with 399 million tons of
cereal stocks. India with 64
million tons and Turkey with
12.7 million tons have taken
the second and third places
respectively.

Back in May, FAO released
a report in which Iran was
ranked 43rd in the world in
terms of food imports despite
being the 17th most popu-
lous country in the world.
The UN entity’s statistics
show that industrialized
countries were the largest
importers of food products in
the world.

According to the organization,
Iran currently stands among
the world’s top producers of
agricultural products.
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TEDPIX gains
14,000 points

on Monday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
gained 14,143 points (0.7 per-
cent) to 2,030,878 on Monday,
which is the third day of the Irani-

an calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

How to Get Good Looking
Nauls Fast: Expert Tips

Source:

By:

Keep reading to learn the best ways to
care for your nails, as well as which
foods to go for to strengthen your nails
from the inside out.

Things You Should Know

e Trim your nails once a week, and use
a nail file to keep them flat and smooth.
e Apply cuticle oil and a nail hardener
to strengthen your nails and the skin
around them.

* Use natural products that don’t include
acetone to avoid damaging your nails.

e Eat foods that are rich in biotin and
zinc to promote healthy nail growth.
Caring for Your Nails

Clip your nails once every other week.
Try not to bite your fingernails when
they get long. Instead, maintain a set
of beautiful nails by trimming them on
a regular basis. While it might be tempt-
ing to grow them out, aim to keep your
nails a manageable length. Use a pair of
sanitized nail clippers to create an even,
consistent trim.[1]

Keep the edges of your nails smooth
with a nail file. Don’t panic if you break

or scrape a nail against a rough surface.
Instead of biting or chewing off the nail,
use a smooth file to buff out the sharp
edge.

Use nail clippers to trim your hangnails
at the root. Don’t rip off your hang-
nails by hand—this can cause you to
tear away the skin around your fingers
(ouch!). To prevent infection, use a pair
of clippers to cut your hangnails at the
root. Additionally, try to avoid biting or
nibbling at your hangnails, as this will
do more harm than good.[3]

Apply cuticle oil once a day. Keep your
nails looking refreshed and hydrated
by saturating them with cuticle oil each
day.

Apply a nail strengthener to harden your
nails. Do your nails feel brittle or weak?
If so, a nail hardener might be just the
product for you. Swipe the product on
once a day just like you would normal
nail polish, then let it soak in. Qver time,
your nails will toughen up and grow in
stronger.[6]

Leave your cuticles alone to prevent in-
fection. Avoid the temptation to pick at

or bite around your nails. While they can
seem pesky at times, you need healthy,
intact cuticles to keep bad bacteria out
of your nails. If they’re really bothering
you, use a cuticle pusher to nudge them
further down your nail.[7]

Use nail products that don’t include ac-
etone. Avoid products with ingredients
that can cause damage to your nails,
like acetone.

Scrub beneath your nails with soap and
water as needed. Avoid picking out dirt
and other gunk from your nails with an-
ything pointy, like a metal tool.
Maintaining a Healthy Diet

Eat foods that are high in biotin to make
your nails thicker. Add fresh, biotin-rich
foods to your diet like cauliflower, eggs,
beans, bananas, lentils, salmon, and
peanuts. Monitor your nails over several

weeks to see if they feel stronger and
thicker.[10]

Snack on foods that contain a lot of pro-
tein to strengthen your nails.[12] If you
eat meat and other animal products, try
adding chicken, lean red meat, dairy,
and eggs to your diet. Additionally, you
can opt for whole grains, soybeans, and
nuts, regardless of your dietary prefer-
ences.

Iran and China inked an agreement on petrochemical cooperation

on Sunday.

Iran’s National Petrochemical Company (NPC) signed the agree-
ment on the sidelines of the 6th China International Import Expo

(CIIE).

Iran holds a pavilion at the mentioned exhibition which is being
held during November 5-10 at China’s National Convention and

Exhibition Center.

More than 50 Iranian companies and 250 Iranian business per-
sons are taking part in this international exhibition.

As reported, Iran’s First Vice President, Mohammad Mokhber,
who has led the Iranian delegation attending this international
event, delivered a speech at the opening ceremony of the exhibi-
tion on Sunday.
Addressing the event, Mokhber pointed to geographical advan-
tages, natural resources and reserves, young manpower, climatic
diversity, and technological achievements as Iran’s five special

capacities, and invited all countries to invest in Iran.

The CIIE, which is held annually, is a great platform to connect ex-
porters with potential buyers and investors all around the world.

‘0BOR imitiative to facilitate

ranian Industry, Mining, and Trade
Minister Abbas Aliabadi has said the
One Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative is
going to facilitate both Iran and China’s
economic development, IRNA reported.
Speaking in an Iran-China business fo-
rum held on the sidelines of the 6th Chi-
na International Import Expo (CIIE), Ali-
abadi said: “China’s One Belt One Road
initiative offers many opportunities to
develop our country’s infrastructure,
such as ports, railways, etc., which can
facilitate the economic development of
the two countries.”

Pointing out that fundamental meas-
ures should be taken to develop
Iran-China trade, he noted: “In 2022,
China’s non-oil imports from Iran were
6.35 billion dollars, most of which were
petrochemical products, mineral and
metal products, medicine, agriculture,

[ran, Chima economic development’
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Maritime Road

and fishery products.”

“China’s export to Iran was 9.44 hillion
dollars, most of which were electronic,
electrical and power plant equipment,
transportation, various industrial and
metal goods and equipment, chemical
products, plastic goods and products,
and textiles,” he added.

Iran has significant experiences and
achievements in the field of petrochem-
ical and refinery products and some
knowledge-based products, which can
be attractive to Chinese businessmen,
the official said.

Pointing out that the relations between
Iran and China have more opportunities
to grow today than ever before, Aliaba-
di said the long-standing relations be-
tween Iran and China go back several
centuries and have always been pur-
sued in a positive atmosphere.

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), also
known as the OBOR or the Silk Road
Economic Belt and the 21st-century
Maritime Silk Road, is a development
strategy adopted by the Chinese gov-
ernment involving infrastructure devel-
opment and investments in 152 coun-
tries and international organizations in
Europe, Asia, West Asia, Latin America
and Africa.

“Belt” refers to the overland routes for
road and rail transportation, called “the
Silk Road Economic Belt”; whereas
“road” refers to the sea routes, or the
21st Century Maritime Silk Road.

The Chinese government calls the ini-
tiative “a bid to enhance regional con-
nectivity and embrace a brighter fu-
ture”. Some observers see it as a push
for Chinese dominance in global affairs
with a China-centered trading network.

;. 2 ) I
Iran’s Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi
held talks with Abdul Ghani Baradar,
the Acting Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs of the Taliban govern-
ment on Monday.

Baradar is leading a high-ranking Talib-
an delegation that arrived in the Iranian
capital of Tehran on Saturday.

He also met with Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir Abdollahian on
Sunday.

According to Baradar’s office, the two
sides discussed political and economic
relations, “effective” coordination be-
tween their respective nations, water
resource management, transit agree-
ments, and enhancement of Afghan-
istan’s imports and exports through
Iran.

The official and his protégé have trav-
eled to Iran with the aim of meeting
and negotiating with Iranian economic
officials in order to enhance trade and
economic cooperation, develop bilater-
al relations, and explore more areas of
cooperation in transit, transportation,
customs, and environment.

The delegation, consisting of 30 Taliban
officials, will also travel to other Iranian
provinces and are due to be briefed on

e ! -
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major economic projects of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

This trip is taking place while accord-
ing to the latest statistics, Iran’s share
of the Afghan market amounts to 35%.
Afghan investors also account for a
considerable portion of foreign invest-
ments in Iran.

Iran has repeatedly voiced its support
for Afghanistan’s security and prosper-
ity. The country currently hosts a pop-
ulation of more than 5 million Afghan
refugees and attaches great signifi-
cance to its ties with Afghanistan.
Since taking office, President Ebrahim
Raisi’s administration has emphasized
the necessity of friendly and compre-
hensive relations with Iran’s neighbors.
Afghanistan has been ruled by the Tal-
iban since the U.S. hastily withdrew its
forces from the country in August of
2021. It currently grapples with various
security and humanitarian challenges,
which are thought to be the results of
more than two decades of American
occupation.

Iran has repeatedly expressed willing-
ness to work closely with the Taliban
while calling for an “inclusive” govern-
ment in the war-stricken country.
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