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Free trade, special
economic zones
account for 70% of
Iran’s transit

The secretary of Iran’s Free Zones
High Council has said 70 percent of
the country’s transit is carried out
through free trade and special eco-
nomic zones, Freena reported.
Speaking in a press conference in
Kordestan Province on Saturday,
Hojatollah Abdolmaleki said there
are 94 approved free trade and
special economic zones across the
country of which 18 are free trade
zones.

According to the official, the coun-
try’s free trade and special econom-
ic zones play a significant role in the
country’s economy, so that in the
previous Iranian calendar year (end-
ed on March 20) one-third of Iran’s
total non-oil export was carried out
through these zones.

Over 2500 companies are currently
active in the free trade and special
economic zones in which more than
7,000 people are directly employed,
Abdolmaleki said.

The establishment of free trade
zones (FTZs) in Iran dates back
to the Iranian calendar year 1368
(March 1989 - March 1990) fol-
lowing the fall in the country’s oil
income in the preceding year which
prompted the government to pro-
mote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran
were established in the south of the
country. The first one was Kish Free
Trade Zone established in 1368 on
Kish Island in the Persian Gulf and
the second one was Qeshm Free
Trade Zone established the year af-
ter on Qeshm Island in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones
have been also established in the
country since then, including Chaba-
har in southeastern Sistan-Baluch-
estan Province, Arvand in south-
western Khuzestan Province, Anzali
in northern Gilan Province, Aras in
East-Azarbaijan Province and Maku
in West-Azarbaijan Province, both in
the northwest of the country.

The development of existing free
trade zones and the establishment
of new FTZs has become one of the
major economic approaches of the
Iranian government.

Free Zones High Council has been
taking new measures to improve
the role of free trade and special
economic zones in the country’s
gconomy.

In this regard, the secretary of
Free Zones High Council has been
holding talks with senior officials
from various government bodies to
underline the importance of devel-
oping free zones for the country’s
economic  improvement.

In a meeting with Meisam Latifi, the
Head of the Public Administration
and Recruitment Organization in late
September, the two sides discussed
structural and executive issues re-
lated to free trade and special eco-
nomic zones.

Abdolmaleki also held a meeting
with the Head of the Institute of
Standards and Industrial Research
of Iran (ISIRI) Mehdi Eslam-Panah
in which he stressed the need to fa-
cilitate administrative affairs related
to economic and business activities
in free trade and special economic
zones.

In the meeting, Eslam-Panah said
free and special economic zones are
effective in the economic progress
of the country and maximum facil-
itation should be done in the admin-
istrative affairs related to economic
and business sectors in these zones.
In another meeting with the Head
of the Parliament’s Internal Affairs
Committee Mohammad Saleh Jokar,
the officials discussed ways of im-
proving business and trade in the
country’s free and special zones
under the framework of the Seventh
National Development Plan (2022-
2026).

_www.esfahan-news.com

Hamas leader Haniyeh met Avatollah khamener

|

Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas
political bureau chief is said to
have met with Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei in Iran recently,
a top Hamas member has re-
vealed.

According to the Beirut-based
TV channel Al Mayadeen, Osa-
ma Hamdan, who is the chief
representative of Hamas in
Lebanon and a member of its
politburo, stated on Saturday
that Haniyeh visited Tehran “a
couple of days ago” and “met
and talked with” Ayatollah
Khamenei.

The meeting took place as Is-
rael is at a fierce war with the
Gaza Strip. The meeting in the

middle of the war is highly im-
portant.

The Palestinian  resistance
forces of Hamas and Islam-
ic Jihad are resisting Israeli
troops that have entered the
Gaza Strip.

Israel has launched relentless
attacks on Gaza after Hamas
launched a surprise and un-
precedented operation against
the Zionist regime outside
Gaza, killing many settlers
and capturing more than 200
Israelis, among them military
personnel. The attack has put
into question the Israeli intelli-
gence.

Israel itself has admitted that it
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has not suffered such a defeat
in its 75 years of occupation of
the Palestinian lands.

The action triggered the Israeli
regime’s savage military cam-
paign against the Palestinian
enclave of Gaza.

Hamdan said that Hamas is
proud of the support it has
been receiving from the Axis
of Resistance, which includes
groups in the West Asia region
that are opposed to the Israeli
regime and the hegemonic pol-
icies of the U.S. government
and its allies in the region.

Iran is a major backer of Ha-
mas. However, Iran says the
parties operating within the

Maku Free Zone portal reported.

“This zone has the necessary hardware
and software infrastructure to become a
smart city,” Garousi said.

Referring to the Mako Free Zone’s com-
prehensive plan as the main document
for the development of the zone, he
added that in this plan, smart logistics is
considered as one of the main axes of
the development of the zone.

Axis of Resistance, including
Hamas, work independently of
Tehran in terms of policymak-
ing and military operations.

By attacking the Israelis or U.S.
military bases in the region, re-
sistance groups in Iraq, Leba-
non, and Yemen have helped
Hamas continue its struggle
against the Israeli regime.
Before the new meeting, Hani-
yeh, whose office is in Doha,
Qatar, met with the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution in Teh-
ran on June 21. During that
meeting, Ayatollah Khamenei
told Haniyeh that the sense of
responsibility of the young and
faithful Palestinian generation
and their individual and collec-
tive presence on the battlefield
was a very important issue.
“What happened recently in
Jenin and the siege of the Zi-
onist military by the Palestin-
ian youth are clear examples
of this new scene and heralds
a bright future and full victory
for the Palestinians,” under-
lined Ayatollah Khamenei.

In June, Israel launched big-
gest attacks on the occupied
West Bank, killing about 20
Palestinians in the Jenin ref-
ugee camp and wounding at
least 100 more. The attacks
by the Zionist regime were the
largest in years. The Jenin ref-
ugee camp was originally es-
tablished in 1953 to house Pal-
estinians who were ethnically
cleansed during the Nakba of

China ks MOU to build S7m power plant in Iran’s Maku Free Zone

A Chinese company has signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MOU) with
Iran’s Maku Free Zone Organization to
invest $7.0 million in a power plant pro-
ject to supply electricity for the zone’s
startups and IT companies.

According to Head of Maku Free Zone
Organization Hossein Garousi, the men-
tioned MOU is signed in line with the
zone’s plans for becoming a smart city,

Located in Iran’s northwestern province
of West Azarbaijan, Maku is one of the
seven major free zones of Iran; it has
140 kilometers of shared border with the
Azerbaijan Republic and 130 kilometers
of border with Turkey.

As Maku is among the most newly es-
tablished and also the largest free zones
of the country, there is a high need for
the creation of infrastructure in this zone.

1948 — which forced some
750,000 from their homes to
make way for the establish-
ment of Israel.

The camp has seen much un-
rest over the decades and was
nearly destroyed in 2002 when
Israeli soldiers ambushed it
during the second Intifada.

In the June 21 meeting, the
Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion emphasized that the issue
of Palestine is at the heart of
the Islamic world. “The amount
of progress that is made on the
Palestinian issue will influence
the amount of progress that will
be made regarding the issues
of the Islamic nation,” he said.
The Leader considered the in-
ternational atmosphere to be in
the interest of the Palestinian
people despite all the existing
pressures from some govern-
ments.

Ayatollah  Khamenei  also
re-emphasized the issue of
“unity” and harmony among
the Resistance groups. “In the
recent battle in Gaza (the attack
that Israel launched before Oc-
tober 7), we saw that the en-
emy’s attempt was to create
discord and division among
the Resistance groups.”

The Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution regarded Gaza as the
center of Resistance, adding
that the point that will bring the
enemy to its knees is the West
Bank, where good progress
has been made so far.

Inditterence to Gaza tragedy 1s mditterence to “humanicy”™: top Iranian academic

Prof. Mohammad Reza Mokhber Dezfouli, President
of the Academy of Sciences of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, has written a letter to the World Academy of
Sciences highlighting the need to bring an immediate
end to the agonies of the Palestinian people in the
Gaza Strip.

Pointing to the famous Iranian poet Saadi Shirazi who
says “Human beings are members of a whole”, Prof.
Dezfouli has likened Gaza to a body part of the world
that is bleeding and this must make the entire world
unsettled.

In part of his letter, Dezfouli says “indifference” to the
war crimes in Gaza is “indeed indifference” to “hu-
manity”.

Following is the text of his letter:

In the name of God

Human beings are members of a whole,

In creation of one essence and soul

If one member is afflicted with pain,

Other members uneasy will remain

Saadi Shirazi, Famous Iranian Poet

Excellency,

Just as | am sending you this letter, the most inhu-
mane and barbaric crimes are being committed in
Gaza before our very eyes. Two million people in the
world’s largest prison and with the densest distribu-
tion of population across the globe are waiting at any
moment for the most advanced and deadly weapons
to pour on them. The crimes that the Israeli regime
commits before the eyes of the world without any
shame or remorse are the most unprecedented, bru-
tal and shameless crimes that have been committed
against all humanity so far.

In my opinion, in the current situation the duty of all
world academies under any banner or charter is to
protect and promote human dignity utilizing the effec-
tive tool of science and diplomacy as our mission is
ultimately to serve mankind in the context of science
and culture.

Bearing in mind, the Four Conventions of Geneva
(1949) and the additional protocols and other interna-

tional humanitarian regulations that were approved af-
ter the world wars caused humanity to hope that in the
event of an armed conflict, at least citizens, especially
children, women, the elderly, the places of worship
and medical centers will be protected from any harm.
Unfortunately, we are now witnessing gross and sys-
tematic violations of international humanitarian law
and human rights by Israel in the Gaza Strip and the
occupied territories. The complete siege of a part of
the Palestinian nation in the Gaza Strip, the deliber-
ate imposition of famine, the mass killing of civilians
including children, women and the elderly, the demo-
lition of hospitals and the health care system, attacks
on mosques, churches, the deliberate destruction of
historical and cultural centers, attacks against interna-
tional employees and journalists working in the area,
the tearing down of residential houses, the eradication
of farms, the forced and collective migration of the
indigenous Palestinian people, the continued aggres-
sion and usurpation of the Palestinian lands through
settlement construction are only a handful of visible
and vivid examples of the crimes that are being com-
mitted against the Palestinian nation.

All of us according to recognized laws have been put
to a hard test in front of our conscience, our duty and
above all in the presence of God. Can we close our
eyes to the smoke and fire rising from the burnt land
of Gaza and close our ears not to hear the cries and
moaning of Palestinian children who are desperately
waiting for our effective humanitarian action?
Excellency,

Indifference in front of these crimes is indeed indif-
ference in front of humanity, dignity and ultimately in
front of human’s spiritual and physical integrity. This
indifference will cause the foundations of international
humanitarian law, which are the most moral and hu-
mane rules of international life, to weaken and shake,
and cause other criminals to consider it as a license
to commit any crime against innocent people in the
future.

Excellency,

The world academia as cores of contemplation also

have a duty equal to their share in decrying these
crimes. Therefore, | suggest that we request all mem-
bers of the international community, including govern-
ments, international organizations, especially the Unit-
ed Nations and UNESCO, as well as non-governmental
organizations, demand the following actions:

1. All members of the international community should
raise their voices against the crimes committed in
Gaza and condemn the Israeli regime for these crimes.
2. The Israeli regime must be pressured to stop the
crimes against the defenseless people of Gaza imme-
diately and without delay.

3. The permission to send humanitarian aid to the
besieged people of Gaza under the supervision of the
United Nations and international humanitarian organi-
zations and stop the obstructionists against it.

4. The crimes committed against the people of Gaza
should be properly documented by journalists and
jurists so that these crimes are forever in front of the
eyes of the members of the international community
so that they are never forgotten in the international tur-
moil and political cover-ups and serve as a lesson for
future generations.

5. The perpetrators of crimes against the defenseless
people of Gaza should be introduced to the world and
the duty of the national and international judicial sys-
tems to bring criminals to justice should be reminded
and emphasized.

6. The international community should implement a
more efficient mechanism to end impunity for the per-
petrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity
by the occupying regime against the Palestinian peo-
ple.

I, therefore, invite you as a compassionate, sympa-
thetic and considerate colleague to join this humani-
tarian campaign regardless of any political, religious
or national considerations, but simply to awaken hu-
man conscience and raise our voice of justice against
these inhumane crimes to the whole world.

With utmost respect,

Prof. Mohammad Reza Mokhber Dezfouli

President of the Academy of Sciences of IR Iran
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Iran holds
pavilion in China
Intl. Import Expo

Iran has held a pavilion at the
6th China International Import
Expo (CIIE) which is being held
during November 5-10 at the
country’s National Gonvention
and Exhibition Center, IRNA re-
ported.

More than 50 Iranian compa-
nies and 250 Iranian business
persons are taking part in this
international  exhibition.

As reported, Iran’s First Vice
President, Mohammad Mokh-
ber, who has led the Iranian del-
egation attending this interna-
tional event, delivered a speech
at the opening ceremony of the
exhibition on Sunday.
Addressing the event, Mokhber
pointed to geographical advan-
tages, natural resources and
reserves, young manpower, cli-
matic diversity, and technologi-
cal achievements as Iran’s five
special capacities, and invited
all countries to invest in Iran.
In his speech, he also made
some proposals to create a new
global business model including
sharing domestic opportunities
with the rest of the world, sup-
porting the comprehensive de-
velopment of a multilateral trade
system to regulate international
laws, maintaining the stability
of the world’s industrial sup-
ply chains, creating cities that
are international consumption
centers, development of e-com-
merce and creation of modern
logistics systems.

The CIIE, which is held annually,
is a great platform to connect
exporters with potential buyers
and investors all around the
world. According to Iran’s Dep-
uty Foreign Minister for Eco-
nomic Diplomacy Mehdi Safari,
the visit of the vice president to
the CIIE is an indicator of the
government’s strong will to ce-
ment economic ties with China
which is the Islamic Republic’s
top trade partner.

“One of our major export target
countries is China, and we have
had good agreements to devel-
op exports of various products
such as saffron, aquatic prod-
ucts, dairy products, etc. to
this country; China, with a 1.4
billion population can create an
important export space for Iran.
This visit is important because
the government shows that it
attaches special importance to
exports,” Safari told IRNA prior
to the visit of Mokhber to China.
Safari noted that 60 percent
of the Iranian companies par-
ticipating in CIIE are knowl-
edge-based companies and this
shows how much Iranian com-
panies have advanced in various
technological areas.

Over 11m tons
of steel products
produced in H1

As announced by the Iranian
Steel Producers Association
(ISPA), 11.112 million tons of
steel products were produced
in Iran in the first half of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-September 22).
The Iranian Steel industry has
been constantly developing over
the past years against all the
pressures and obstacles cre-
ated by outside forces like the
U.S. sanctions and the corona-
virus outbreak that has severely
affected the performance of the
world’s top producers.

The country is expected to climb
to seventh place among the
world’s top steel producers by
the Iranian calendar year 1404
(March 2025).
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Tehran hosts
Iran-Afghanistan
Joint Economic
Committee meet-
ing

Iran’s capital Tehran hosted
an Iran-Afghanistan  Joint
Economic Committee meet-
ing for the first time after
the new government in Af-
ghanistan took office, IRNA
reported.

The Iranian and Afghan repre-
sentatives to Joint Economic
Committee held the first day
of their meeting on Saturday,
with high-ranking economic
officials of both countries be-
ing in attendance.

The formation of joint work-
ing groups in fields such as
trade, transit, transportation,
customs and the environ-
ment were discussed on the
first day of the two-day meet-
ing.

The two sides also agreed on
the formation of several more
working groups tasked with
identifying problems in the
way of economic cooperation
between the two neighbors.
Afghanistan’s delegation ar-
rived in Iran earlier on Sat-
urday. The 30-member dele-
gation was led by the Deputy
Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs of the Taliban Gov-
ernment Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar.

Iranian Agriculture Minister
Mohammad-Ali Nikbakht and
President Raisi’s special en-
voy for Afghanistan Hassan
Kazemi Qomi were among
the senior officials represent-
ing the Iranian side.
According to the economic
adviser of the Iranian pres-
ident’s special envoy in Af-
ghanistan affairs, Iran has a
35 percent share in Afghan-
istan’s import market, which
is a considerable figure in
bilateral trade ties.
Mohammad-Mehdi  Javan-
mard-Ghassab stated that
Tehran and Kabul enjoy high
capacities to expand bilateral
trade relations, especially in
the fields of technical engi-
neering services, transporta-
tion, and transit.

The economies of Iran and
Afghanistan can complement
each other, he said, adding
that the two countries need
a long-term strategic plan to
take advantage of these con-
ditions optimally.

Turning to Iran’s 35 per-
cent share in Afghanistan’s
market, Javanmard-Ghasab
stressed that the country is
seeking to export technology,
technical know-how as well
as technical and engineering
services to Afghanistan.
Increasing the production of
Iranian products in Afghani-
stan is also on the agenda, he
emphasized.

According to Mohammad
Ghanadzadeh, the deputy
head of Iran’s Trade Pro-
motion Organization (TPO),
the trade between Iran and
Afghanistan has increased
by 20 percent in the current
Iranian calendar year (started
on March 21).
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TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
gained 17,537 points (0.88 per-
cent) to 2,016,746 on Sunday,
which is the second day of the

[ranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Breast cancer

prevention:

How to reduce your risk

Breast cancer prevention starts with
healthy habits — such as limiting bad
habits and staying physically active.
Understand what you can do to reduce
your breast cancer risk.

If you're concerned about developing
breast cancer, you might be wondering
if there are steps you can take to help
prevent breast cancer. Some risk fac-
tors, such as family history, can't be
changed. However, there are lifestyle
changes you can make to lower your
risk.

What can | do to reduce my risk of
breast cancer?

Research shows that lifestyle changes
can decrease the risk of breast cancer,
even in women at high risk. To lower
your risk:

e Maintain a healthy weight. If your

weight is healthy, work to maintain that
weight. If you need to lose weight, ask
your doctor about healthy strategies to
accomplish this. Reduce the number of
calories you eat each day and slowly in-
crease the amount of exercise.

* Be physically active. Physical activity
can help you maintain a healthy weight,
which helps prevent breast cancer. Most
healthy adults should aim for at least
150 minutes a week of moderate aer-
obic activity or 75 minutes of vigorous
aerobic activity weekly, plus strength
training at least twice a week.

* Breast-feed. Breast-feeding might play
a role in breast cancer prevention. The
longer you breast-feed, the greater the
protective effect.

e Limit postmenopausal hormone thera-
py. Combination hormone therapy may

increase the risk of breast cancer. Talk
with your doctor about the risks and
benefits of hormone therapy. You might
be able to manage your symptoms with
nonhormonal therapies and medica-
tions. If you decide that the benefits of
short-term hormone therapy outweigh
the risks, use the lowest dose that
works for you and continue to have your
doctor monitor the length of time you're
taking hormones.

Can a healthy diet prevent breast can-
cer?

Eating a healthy diet might decrease
your risk of some types of cancer, as
well as diabetes, heart disease and
stroke. For example, women who eat a
Mediterranean diet supplemented with
extra-virgin olive oil and mixed nuts
might have a reduced risk of breast can-

cer. The Mediterranean diet focuses on
mostly on plant-based foods, such as
fruits and vegetables, whole grains, leg-
umes, and nuts. People who follow the
Mediterranean diet choose healthy fats,
such as olive oil, over butter and eat fish
instead of red meat.

Maintaining a healthy weight also is a
key factor in breast cancer prevention.
Is there a link between birth control
pills and breast cancer?

There’s some evidence that hormonal
contraception, which includes birth
control pills and 1UDs that release hor-
mones, increases the risk of breast
cancer. But the risk is considered very
small, and it decreases after you stop
using hormonal contraceptives.

A recent study that showed an associ-
ation between hormonal contraceptive

[ran-EAEU trade value exceeds 4.25h in 7 months

use and breast cancer determined one
additional breast cancer could be ex-
pected for every 7,690 women who use
hormonal contraception for at least one
year.

Discuss your contraceptive options with
your doctor. Also consider the benefits
of hormonal contraception, such as
controlling menstrual bleeding, prevent-
ing an unwanted pregnancy, and reduc-
ing the risk of other cancers, including
endometrial cancer and ovarian cancer.
What else can | do?

Be vigilant about breast cancer detec-
tion. If you notice any changes in your
breasts, such as a new lump or skin
changes, consult your doctor. Also, ask
your doctor when to begin mammo-
grams and other screenings based on
your personal history.

The value of trade exchanges between Iran and the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) in the first seven months of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-October 22) reached $4.258 billion, IRIB reported on Sunday, quoting an
official with the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA).

In this timespan, Iran exported 2.414 million tons of products valued at nearly
$922 million to EAEU member states, registering a 48 and 22 percent growth
in weight and value, respectively, compared to last year’s corresponding peri-

od, Omid Golzari stated.

Meanwhile, the Islamic Republic imported 5.696 million tons of non-oil goods,
valued at $3.336 billion from the EAEU countries, indicating a 37 and 31 per-

War on Hamas tantamount to war on democracy, Rais savs

Iran’s President, Ebrahim Raisi, has
emphasized that Hamas is the legiti-
mate government of the Gaza Strip and
that fighting the Palestinian resistance
movement is akin to fighting a war
against democracy.

“Hamas is the legal, elected and legit-
imate government of Gaza... and the
war against Hamas is a war on democ-
racy,” Raisi said in a phone call with
Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr
Stare on Saturday night.

Raisi also praised Oslo’s stance on the
necessity of an instant stop to Israel’'s
killing of civilians in Gaza and interna-
tional efforts to break the siege on the
coastal enclave and provide aid to its
2.3 million inhabitants.

In addition, he said that Iran is willing to
work with the Norwegian Justice Min-
istry to look into the crimes that Israel
has committed in Gaza, emphasizing
that the regime’s “war crimes” and the
U.S.’s backing for them should not go

unpunished.

Raisi pointed out that the large arms
and equipment transfers by the U.S. to
the Zionist regime are to blame for the
nearly 10,000 deaths in Gaza, including
4,000 children.

“The fact that a child is killed in Gaza
almost every 10 minutes is horrible and
a clear example of ‘crime against hu-
manity and genocide’. The disgusting
silence of the U.S. and some European
countries along with their armed sup-
port for the Zionist regime prove the
West’s double standards and its obvi-
ous partnership in the Zionists’ crimes,”
he continued.

The head of Iran’s government also crit-
icized the failure of 180 UN resolutions
to change Israel’s behaviors.

He went on to say that the Islamic Re-
public has proposed a UN-registered
democratic and equitable solution to
the Palestinian issue based on the con-
cept of one vote for every Palestinian.

cent hike in weight and value, respectively, compared to the same period of
last year, he added.
In total, more than eight million tons of goods, valued at over $4.2 billion, were
exchanged between Iran and the five EAEU member states from March 21 to
October 22, 2023, the official said.
Most of Iran’s exports to the EAEU were sent to the Russian Federation and the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan, registering a 30 and 20 percent growth respectively
compared to the last year’s corresponding period, according to Golzari.

In this period, Iran exported over $532 million and more than $40 million worth
of goods to Russia and Kyrgyzstan respectively, the official further announced.
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part, stated that his country recognizes
Iran’s significant and successful role in
the region.

In addition, he praised Tehran’s efforts
to ease tensions in the region and advo-
cated for talks with the Islamic Republic
to settle the Palestine dispute.

He underlined that Iran and Norway
could confer and work together through
diplomatic channels to find a solution
that would put an immediate stop to
the war, relieve the closure on Gaza,
and deliver humanitarian supplies to its
people.

After Hamas launched Operation Al-Ag-
sa Storm against the occupying regime
on October 7, Israel launched a brutal
battle on the blockaded Gaza Strip.
Additionally, it has established a com-
plete siege on the coastal sliver, cutting
off water, food, medicine, fuel, and
electricity to its more than 2.3 million
population.

The spokesman for Iran’s Foreign
Ministry has said that the United
States’ steadfast backing of Israel’s
“war crimes” in Gaza is a blatant ex-
ample of its conceit.

In a post on his X account on Sat-
urday, Nasser Kanaani said the 13th
day of the Iranian month of Aban
is registered as the National Day
against the Global Arrogance.

Given Israel’s bombardment of the
besieged territory from air, ground
and sea over the past 30 consecu-
tive days, it is necessary to turn the
day into an international and global
event, he said.

The Iranian official added that, with
full backing from the U.S. govern-
ment, the “apartheid Zionist regime”
is committing “war crimes and gen-
ocide” against the oppressed Pales-
tinian people in Gaza.

He stated that the international com-
munity’s call to stop the savage at-
tacks on the helpless people of Gaza
and the votes of 120 countries in the
UN General Assembly are likewise
ignored by the Tel Aviv regime.
According to Kanaani, the illegal ac-
tions of Israel, which have received
full support from the U.S., demon-
strate the haughty attitude of Wash-
ington, which has incited enmity
among people all over the world.

He also strongly denounced the
Tuesday attack by the Israeli re-
gime on the Jabaliya refugee camp
in the Gaza Strip, which resulted in
the death and injury of hundreds of

[ran says slanghter in Giaza
demonstrates 1.5, haughty nature

Palestinians.

“This massacre added another black
mark on the already long list of the
Zionist regime’ war crimes,” Ka-
naani said.

The attack on the camp killed or in-
jured at least 400 Palestinians, the
majority of them being women and
children.

The entire community as a whole,
and the UN Security Council in par-
ticular, were urged by Kanaani to
“act promptly on their international
duty to stop the apartheid Zionist
regime’s killing machine.”

Since October 7, when Hamas unex-
pectedly started Operation Al-Agsa
Storm in the occupied territories
in reaction to the Israeli regime’s
increased atrocities against Pales-
tinians in the occupied West Bank,
Israel has been bombing Gaza.

It is reported that at least 9,770 Pal-
estinians, including 4,800 children,
have been killed in Israeli air strikes
on the Gaza Strip since 7 October.
Israel's military has bombed the
al-Maghazi refugee camp in central
Gaza, killing more than 30 people,
Palestinian officials have said.

The victims of the air raid on Satur-
day were taken to al-Agsa Martyrs
Hospital in Deir el-Balah, the Minis-
try of Health in the Hamas-run en-
clave said in a statement.
Palestinian news agency Wafa ear-
lier reported that the bombing killed
51 people, mostly women and chil-
dren.
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