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Raisi calls UN con-

demnation of Israel

significant achieve-
ment

The president of Iran has praised
as a significant accomplishment
the UN General Assembly’s recent
denunciation of the Israeli regime’s
atrocities against Palestinians in
the besieged Gaza Strip.
Addressing a Cabinet session on
Sunday, Ebrahim Raisi said, “The
positive vote of most member
countries for the UN General As-
sembly’s resolution in condemna-
tion of the Zionist regime’s crimes
against Palestinians in Gaza de-
spite all the threats and promises
by the global arrogant system was
an important achievement.”
Elsewhere in his remarks, Raisi
underscored that all Muslims and
free people of the world support
the oppressed people of Palestine.
“Holding a summit meeting of the
Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion is another step toward stop-
ping the Zionist regime’s crimes,
which must continue until a final
result is obtained,” Iran’s president
added.

He added that, although Israel’s
military machine is fighting to re-
store the regime’s lost reputation
with the U.S. political, media, and
security backing, Palestinian fight-
ers and the resistance front have
the upper hand on the battlefield.
“The recent move by the Zionist
regime to infiltrate Gaza has so far
failed and inflicted heavy casualties
on Israeli forces, and according to
the resistance leaders’ assessment
if the move continues, Gaza will
undoubtedly turn into a quagmire
for the Zionist forces,” the Iranian
president stressed.

The Zionist regime suffered a
second setback in recent weeks,
worse than its initial al-Agsa Storm
Operation, he said, as Palestinian
forces “created a great epic by re-
sisting Israel’s ground onslaught
on Gaza.”

“This blow was so staggering that
some American analysts have de-
scribed it as security and political
collapse of this regime,” Raisi
averred.

On Friday, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly passed a resolution
asking for an urgent “humanitarian
truce” in the Gaza Strip, which has
been subjected to a relentless and
catastrophic attack by the Israeli
regime for the last three weeks.
The assembly approved the res-
olution sponsored by Arab states
with 120 votes in favor, 45 absten-
tions, and 14 votes against, includ-
ing Israel and the United States.
It stated that it “calls for an im-
mediate, durable, and sustained
humanitarian truce leading to a
cessation of hostilities.”

The United States’ repeated vetoes
of pertinent resolutions caused the
United Nations Security Council to
fail to act four times in the last two
weeks, leading to the General As-
sembly’s vote.

Beginning on October 7, Hamas
launched the largest offensive
against Israel in its 75 years of
history in response to the regime’s
bloody violence against people in
the West Bank.

The surprise Palestinian operation,
dubbed Al-Agsa Storm, has put
the competence of the Israeli army
and its intelligence bodies under
serious questions.

In response, lIsrael launched an
insane war on Gaza, so far killing
over 8,000 people, with women
and children accounting for 70%
of the casualties.

International law professor Richerd
Falk has said, “The question of
Gaza’s legal status is extremely
relevant to the indiscriminate and
disproportionate Israeli retaliation,
which has been justified by Isra-
el and its supporters as exacting
vengeance while pursuing the goal
of destroying Hamas.”
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States to act fairly.

medicine, electricity and fuel to

Iran oautmns 0l W Walr fronts f L3, keeps hacking Israel

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Iran’s
Foreign Minister, has warned
that if the United States con-
tinues to back Israel in its “war
crimes” and “genocide” against
the Palestinian people in Gaza,
the opening of new battlefronts
will be “unavoidable”.

Amir Abdollahian said in an in-
terview with Bloomberg Televi-
sion on Saturday that the United
States’” unwavering backing for
Israel has exacerbated the re-
gime’s assault against the Pal-
estinian resistance movement
Hamas and the slaughter of ci-
vilians, particularly women and
children.

“If the Israelis do not stop the

war and continue with the killing
and crimes against the Palestin-
ians, the opening of new fronts
will be unavoidable, and that will
put Israel in a new situation that
will make it regret its actions,” he
added.

“The U.S. is advising others to
show self-restraint, but it has
sided completely with Israel,”
he said, drawing attention to the
U.S.’s blatant double standards.
Over 8,000 people have died in
Gaza since the Israeli attack took
place, with women and children
accounting for 70% of the casu-
alties.

The senior Iranian diplomat un-
derscored that Washington's

continuous unconditional back-
ing for Israel would destabilize
the region, and warned that it
would be harmful to Washington
as well.

Additionally, Amir Abdollahian
called Hamas's Al-Agsa Storm
a “completely Palestinian deci-
sion”.

“Hamas, Islamic Jihad and Leb-
anon’s resistance movement
Hezbollah are groups that act in
line with their own countries’ in-
terests. They neither take orders
from us nor do we give them or-
ders,” he said.

In answer to a question regard-
ing how to de-escalate tensions,
the minister asked the United

He said, “Iran has always played
a constructive role in the re-
gion and believes that political
approaches would reduce ten-
sions.”

Amir  Abdollahian also em-
phasized that Iran has never
supported and would never
condone the slaughter of peo-
ple anywhere, and that Israel’s
occupation is the primary cause
of the current situation in the
region.

He refuted a Wall Street Jour-
nal article that said hundreds of
Palestinian resistance members
trained in Iran for specialized
combat situations in the weeks
before the Al-Agsa Storm Oper-
ation.

“They themselves have forces to
train. They produce the weap-
ons and equipment they need.
We have strong political bond
with Hezbollah and resistance
groups,” he responded.

The minister stressed that Teh-
ran will not be a bystander to
regional developments, but he
also denied allegations that more
Iranian troops had been sent to
Syria, Irag, and other countries
in the region since the outbreak
of the current conflict in Gaza.
He said that Iran decides based
on its interests, national security,
and the state of the region.
Iran’s chief diplomat added Isra-
el is classified as an “occupying
power” under international law.
Israel has cut off water, food,

the besieged Gaza Strip.

Richard Falk, an international law
professor who taught at Prince-
ton University, says, “Article 55
of Geneva |V sets forth the duty
of Israel as occupying power to
ensure that the people living in
the territory it “occupies” have
adequate food, water and med-
icines.”

Beginning on October 7, the
Gaza-based Hamas resistance
movement launched the larg-
est offensive against Israel. The
occupying regime has not seen
such an attack in its 75-year his-
tory. The attack seriously shat-
tered the myth of the invincibility
of the Israeli regime.

The surprise Palestinian opera-
tion came in response to the re-
gime’s intensified crimes against
the Palestinian people in the
West Bank.

Iran, and Qatar urge immedi-
ate halt to Israel’s onslaught
against Gazans

On Sunday, the Iranian and Qa-
tari foreign ministers also de-
manded an immediate halt to Is-
rael’s aggressive bombing raids
on the beleaguered Gaza Strip.
Iran’s Amir Abdollahian and Qa-
tar's Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani
emphasized that Israel’s indis-
criminate attacks against the
enclave must end immediately.
They also demanded an uninter-
rupted supply of humanitarian
aid to the people of Gaza.

The Statistical Center of Iran (SCI) has
put the average inflation rate in the
twelve-month period ended on October
22, which marks the end of the seventh
Iranian calendar month Mehr, at 45.5
percent, falling 0.6 percent from the fig-
ure for the twelve-month ended to the
sixth month.

The center put the country’s point-to-

Infation rate falls 0.6%

point inflation rate at 39.2 percent in the
seventh month, which means families
have paid an average of 39.2 percent
more for purchasing the same package
of commodities and services in that
month, compared to the same month in
the preceding year.

The point-to-point inflation rate dropped
0.3 percent in the seventh month from

the previous month.

The Statistical Genter of Iran has put the
average inflation rate in the twelve-month
period that ended on March 20, 2023,
which marks the end of the past Iranian
calendar year 1401, at 45.8 percent.

The center had put the inflation rate in
the twelve-month period that ended on
March 20, 2022 (the end of the Iranian

calendar year 1400) at 40.2 percent and
that of the Iranian calendar year 1399 at
36.4 percent.

In mid-dJuly, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in an economic outlook
report said inflation in Iran which was
reported to be 49 percent in 2022 is ex-
pected to fall to 42 percent in 2023 and
then to 30 percent in 2024.

[ran, resistance common traits; fight agamst autocracy for mdependence

To desperately link the Palestinian
resistance groups’ achievements to
Iran, the New York Times titled its
October 27 analysis as “The proxy
forces Iran has assembled across the
Middle East”.

The October 7 uprising of Hamas
against the Israeli tyranny, which was
backed by various resistance groups,
has raised significant concerns in the
minds of Western think tanks which
are hopelessly seeking answers for
the causes of the uprising and rea-
sons behind Tel Aviv's irreparable
defeat.

Neil MacFarquhar, the writer of the
analysis, accused Iran of expanding
extremism, saying it has been the
“pillars of Iran’s foreign and security
policy.”

Resistance emulation from Iran
What the U.S. calls “militias under
the support of Iran” are in fact the
groups that stem from the body of
society. Resistance fighters do not
tolerate autocracy. They take the side
of civilians and do not bend their
knees in the face of totalitarianism.
The propaganda run by the Western
think tanks over Iran’s armed support
for resistance groups is nothing but
a myth to deviate the public opinion.
The Islamic Revolution has shared its
anti-tyranny discourse overseas.

The most important feature of the
discourse of the Islamic Revolution
is the necessity of a Tawhidic per-
spective among people, which refers
to a worldview based on the Islamic
concept of Tawhid, or the oneness of
God.

People stand as another characteris-
tic of the discourse. They should be
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regarded as the guardians and the
main supporters of resistance. Re-
sistance has survived and prospered
since it has been backed by people.
The third major factor of the dis-
course is independence as depend-
ence weakens the essence of any
movement and deviates the move-
ment from its main ideals.

The “neither East nor West” slogan
has always been the guideline for
Iran’s foreign policy.

Meanwhile, resistance groups seem
to have inherited the Islamic Revolu-
tion discourse.

Armed resistance, a response to
the escalation of Israeli autocracy
The escalation of Israeli violence and
its negligence over Palestinian rights
left resistance fighters with no choice
except to choose the path of “armed”
resistance against the fake regime.
The armed resistance in Lebanon
was also the result of the Israeli re-
gime’s attacks on Lebanon in 1948,
1978, 1982, 1993, and 1996.

The sharper language of Israeli war
minister Yoav Gallant on October 9
further proved the regime’s despot-
ism.

Two days after the retaliatory opera-
tion by Hamas, Gallant addressed the
Palestinian fighters and said: “We are
fighting against human animals”.
This is while Chinese officials took
the opposite point. China’s Foreign
Minister Wang Yi told his Saudi
Arabia counterpart Faisal bin Farhan
Al Saud in a call on October 15 that
“Israel’s actions have gone beyond
self-defense and it should heed the
call of the international communi-
ty and the Secretary-General of the
United Nations to stop its collective
punishment of the people in Gaza”.
“The exercise of the right of self-de-
fense should abide by international
humanitarian law and should not be
at the expense of innocent civilian
casualties,” Wang said in a call with
his Turkish counterpart, Hakan Fidan
later in October.

The rejection of Palestinian rights
exacerbated the tensions in the Gaza
Strip, Foreign Minister Wang said in
talks with his Malaysian counterpart
on October 21. “The Palestinian-Is-
raeli conflict, in essence, stems from
the constant occupation of Palestini-
an land and the long-term neglect of
the Palestinian people’s demands for
statehood,” Wang said.
Resistance, autonomous in action
and thought
Some Western officials have kept
claiming that the resistance groups
take orders from Iran, but these
movements are independent both in
their actions and decisions.
The design and implementation of
the Storm operation proved that re-
sistance groups are totally independ-
ent. While in complete blockade,
resistance fighters carried out the op-
eration on the morning of October 7.
Despite the official statements of
Matthew Miller, State Department
spokesperson in his October 10 me-
dia briefing, and the U.S. intelligence
community’s statement over Iran’s
lack of involvement in the Hamas
operation, some Western think tanks
still insist on baseless speculations
to link the Hamas operation to Iran.
Islamic teachings, commonality
between resistance and Iran
The Islamic resistance means the
persistence of Muslim countries, or-
ganizations, and individuals against
the domination system and its allies.
Islamic teachings have made close
boundaries between Iran and re-
sistance groups, where the free-
dom-seekers do not let apartheid
spread tyranny.
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Commodities
worth nearly
$650m traded at
IME in a week

During the past Iranian calen-
dar week (ended on Friday),
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME)
witnessed trade of 2,792,668
tons of commodities with a total
trading value of more than $649
million on its physical market.
As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Af-
fairs Department, the exchange
saw on its metals and minerals
trading floor trade of 2,217,411
tons of commodities valued at
more than $390 million. On this
floor the IME sold 1,284,994
tons of cement, 397,000 tons of
iron ore, 365,147 tons of steel,
171,000 tons of sponge iron,
9,400 tons of zinc, 6,775 tons
of copper, 6,545 tons of alumi-
num, 500 tons of coke, 200 tons
of molybdenum concentrate and
125 tons of lead.

Based on this report, the IME
witnessed on both domestic and
export rings of its oil and petro-
chemical trading floor 406,916
tons of commodities worth
more than $206 million.
Commodities traded on this
floor included 160,000 tons of
vacuum bottom, 95,276 tons
of polymeric products, 95,503
tons of bitumen, 36,536 tons of
chemicals, 14,000 tons of lube
cut, 6,028 tons of oil, 850 tons
of sulfur, 802 tons of petroleum
products, 350 tons of water-
proofing materials and 270 tons
of feedstocks. The IME also trad-
ed within the same week 74,341
tons of goods on its side market.
As previously reported, IME wit-
nessed trade of 13,344,275 tons
of commodities with a total trad-
ing value of more than $3 billion
on its physical market during
the past Iranian calendar month
(ended on Qctober 22), logging
growths of 11.6 percent in vol-
ume and 8.4 percent in value of
trades compared with the month
before that. The exchange saw
on its metals and minerals trad-
ing floor, trade of 11,306,756
tons of commodities valued at
nearly $2 billion. On this floor
the IME sold 6,074,037 tons of
cement, 2,552,000 tons of iron
ore, 1,817,919 tons of steel,
825,000 tons of sponge iron,
36,635 tons of copper, 27,620
tons of aluminum, 3,475 tons
of zinc, 2,975 tons of cast iron,
1,000 tons of molybdenum con-
centrate, 500 tons of coke and
45 tons of precious metals con-
centrate. It's worth noting that
the IME also traded 1,150 kg of
saffron on its agricultural trading
floor. Moreover, the exchange
saw trade of 1,916,459 tons of
commodities worth more than
$991 million on both domestic
and export rings of its oil and
petrochemical trading floor.
[tems traded on this floor in-
cluded 632,689 tons of bitumen,
519,200 tons of vacuum bot-
tom, 401,991 tons of polymeric
products, 163,080 tons of lube
cut, 158,650 tons of chemicals,
27,870 tons of sulfur, 23,399
tons of oil, 10,618 tons of pe-
troleum products, 2,140 tons of
waterproofing materials, 1,380
tons of feedstocks and 1,000
tons of slop wax.

Last was the IME’s side market
on which the exchange traded
121,158 tons of goods.

IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the oth-
er three markets are Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market
known also as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX).
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TEDPIX rises
20,000 points on
Monday

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained
20,262 points (1.03 percent) to
1,981,572 on Monday.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB). In a message on the
occasion of the New Year, Iran’s
Securities and Exchange Organ-
ization (SEQ) Head Majid Eshqi
mentioned the measures taken by
this organization in the past year,
and explained the priorities and
key plans of SEQ in 1402.

In his message, the official wrote:
The Securities and Exchange Or-
ganization has always tried to lay
the ground for the continuation of
sustainable growth and increase
the efficiency of the capital market
by carrying out structural reforms,
and in this regard, five key pro-
grams are prioritized:

1- Indirect investment develop-
ment: In the past year, a good
amount of diversity was created in
indirect investment instruments,
especially investment funds, and
we continue to focus on deepen-
ing these new and efficient instru-
ments and promoting them for
investors.

2- Creating a platform for trans-
parent and diverse financing: By
defining technical and legal infra-
structures to facilitate micro and
macro financing by the private and
non-governmental sectors, a new
chapter of financing projects and
businesses was established, and
the government was able to imple-
ment its plan to transfer the shares
of companies along with the trans-
fer of operational management
without harming the capital mar-
ket. The initial offering of shares of
businesses based on new technol-
ogies was also a big step towards
the financing of knowledge-based
companies, which will be followed
seriously in the current year in a
higher volume and of course ac-
cording to the market capacities.
3- Smart regulation and moni-
toring: The organization’s new
approach in smart and preventive
monitoring, along with the launch
of systems for speeding up the
handling of complaints, promises
a new move that will greatly help
to reduce violations in this market
by formulating the necessary reg-
ulations in the amendment of the
stock market law.

4- Revision of the regulatory in-
frastructure: Due to the necessity
of implementing professional and
uncomplicated  principles  and
rules in the direction of the sus-
tainable development of the capital
market, in addition to the meas-
ures taken in order to amend the
corporate governance guidelines
for publishers and the guidelines
for identifying and reporting the
confidential information holders
in the organization, some reforms,
which need the changes in the
stock market law, have also been
considered in cooperation with the
legislator, which will definitely en-
sure the long-term interests of the
capital market.

5- Derivative market development:
Some basic measures in the field
of capital market infrastructure
and also in the field of designing
derivative instruments with the aim
of making the market two-way and
providing risk management instru-
ments for market participants were
implemented in the past year, and
therefore there is full readiness and
determination to make these efforts
come to fruition with the introduc-
tion of new derivative instruments,
especially in the stock market, from
the beginning of this year.
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Iranian woman

Amirzadegan
wins gold in

2022 Asian
Para Games

HANGZHOU, China — Fatemeh Amirza-
degani of Iran claimed a gold medal in
the Women’s 400m-T12 Final of the
2022 Asian Para Games on Saturday.
She came first, clocking 59.88 seconds.
Chinese runner Yagin Shen won the
silver with 1:00.18 and Uzbekistan’s
Yokutkhon Kholbekova seized the silver

with 1:01.01.

A total of 128 male athletes represent
Iranin 16 events and 82 female athletes
compete in 11 events. Iran finished
in third place in the 2018 Asian Para
Games held in Jakarta, Indonesia.
Iran’s slogan in the 2022 Asian Para
Games is “Faith, Iran, Honor” and the
name of the delegation is “Children of
Iran”.

How to Feel Calm and
Relaxed

Source:

By:

Getting stressed out can be frustrat-
ing, but everyone experiences it so
you aren’t alone. Don’t worry if you
feel anxious or have trouble trying to
relax because there are many things
you can do to keep your cool. Try vari-
ous methods, from breathing exercises
to reframing your mindset, to find out
what works best for you since everyone
handles stress a little differently. Hope-
fully with a little practice, you'll be able
to stay calm no matter the situation.

Staying Calm during a Stressful Event
Take deep breaths to help you relax. If
you feel overwhelmed, take a few sec-
onds to get in a comfortable position
and take a deep breath through your
nose for 4 counts. Hold your breath in

for 7 counts before exhaling through
your mouth slowly for a full 8 counts.
Keep breathing like this 3-5 times and
notice how your body feels more at
ease when you're finished.[1]

Watch or imagine something funny to
lighten your mood. Laughter can be
the best medicine when you’re feeling
stressed since it immediately relieves
the tension you're feeling. If you have
time, turn on a short and funny vid-
eo on YouTube, listen to your favorite
comedian, or picture a funny image in
your head. [3]

Visualize being in a place that relaxes
you for 1-2 minutes. Close your eyes
and imagine resting far away on a de-
sertisland, walking in a field of flowers,

or going somewhere else that makes
you feel calm. Think about what you
see, smell, hear, feel, and taste there
S0 you can picture yourself there better
and distract yourself from how you're
feeling right now. When you feel more
relaxed, open your eyes and notice how
your body feels.[4]

e Even picturing something like eating
a comforting meal can help you feel at
ease.

e Try to remember a memory where
you felt relaxed or excited to boost your
mood even more.

Stay focused on the task you need to
complete. Keeping your mind on what
you need to do rather than your stress
will help pass time more quickly so

you’re not stressing about it as long.
Start with the most complicated tasks
first so you get them out of the way be-
fore working on the easier things. Do
the best that you can so you know that
you put your best foot forward.[5]

e For example, if you are taking an
exam, take your time. Carefully com-
prehend each question and focus on
what you already have studied and
memorized.

 Everyone responds to stress differ-
ently. If you get agitated or angry when
you’re stressed, take some time to re-
lax first. If you normally get spaced out
or withdrawn, try to fight stress with
a stimulating and energizing activity
instead.

Reducing Daily Stress

Plan ahead if you can to prepare for
stressful events in the future. As soon
as you know about something that
would normally stress you out, make a
list of the things you need to get done.
Schedule yourself plenty of time to fin-
ish the task so you don’t feel rushed to
complete them later on.

Think positively about yourself. It’s
normal to have negative thoughts from
time to time, but take some time to
think about your day to notice the pos-
itive things that have happened to you.
Take some time to unplug from tech-
nology. Constantly checking social
media, text messages, and emails can
cause a lot of stress.[9]

Amnual ceramic, tiles production stands at /20m cubic meters

The head of Iran Ceramic Producers Associa-
tion (IRCPS) has said over 140 ceramic and tile
production units are currently active across the
country which produce 720 million cubic meters

of products every year.

“Today, all kinds of ceramic tiles in different sizes
and designs are produced in the country, and for-
tunately, the production technology of the ceram-
ic tile industry has been localized in Iran, while
until a few years ago, all the equipment used in

\PC, Eneray
Ministry collab-
orating to
eIISUre Sus-
(amed power
supply to
petchem plants

The head of Iran’s National Petrochemi-
cal Company (NPC) has said the compa-
ny is collaborating with the Energy Min-
istry to ensure sustained power supply
to the petrochemical plants across the
country, NIPNA reported.

“In the path of developing the petro-
chemical industry and implementing
new projects, we are looking for sus-
tainable energy supply with the cooper-
ation of the Ministry of Energy,” Morteza
Shahmirzaei said.

Speaking in a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of the Energy Ministry’s Niroo
Research Institute (NRI) and the Oil Min-
istry’s Institute of International Energy
Studies, Shahmirzaei referred to energy
resources as the vital artery of industry
and economy, saying: “The parliament’s
recent resolution regarding the forma-

day.

tion of the “Consumption Optimization
Organization” is an effective and desira-
ble measure for managing optimal ener-
gy consumption in the country.”

He noted that interactions between relat-
ed organizations and ministries increase
the country’s productivity, adding that
“due to the positive approach of the
government in the field of energy and
considering the existing energy-related
commonalities between the Oil Minis-
try and the Ministry of Energy, we pay
special attention to the continuation of
cooperation and greater interaction with
these ministries.”

Referring to the implementation of new
petrochemical projects across the coun-
try, Shahmirzaei emphasized: “I advise
the operators of petrochemical projects
to support the Ministry of Energy by pro-

this industry was imported from Italy, Spain and
China,” Morteza Saftarizadeh told IRIB on Mon-

He pointed to the investment of more than $5.0
billion in the tile and ceramic industry’s produc-
tion units and supply chain, saying: “Fortunately,
the private sector’s efforts to have a serious pres-
ence in this industry has resulted in the increase
of production by domestic manufacturers, and
now there are 120,000 people working directly in

this industry.”

viding part of the electricity needs of the
adjacent villages and towns in addition
to their own needs.”

Over the past decade, constant tem-
perature rising and the significant de-
crease in rainfalls across Iran have put
the country in a hard situation regarding
electricity supply during peak consump-
tion periods.

In this regard, the Energy Ministry has
been following new programs to meet
the country’s power demand during
peak periods and to prevent outages.
Back in 2021, the Energy Ministry an-
nounced a program based on which
the country’s major industries would
construct 10,000 MW of new power
plants across the country to meet their
own electricity demand during peak con-
sumption periods.

The official mentioned cheap energy, the exist-
ence of rich mines and the development of related
industries in the supply chain as the advantages
of this industry, noting that such advantages have
made the production more cost efficient.
According to Saftarizadeh, currently, Iran is the
fifth largest producer of ceramic tiles in the world,
and more than 46 percent of the country’s total
production is exported.

“The products of Iran’s tile and ceramic indus-

try have customers in 52 countries, of which we
have exported to 28 countries constantly in the
past several years. Also, the quality and variety
of Iranian products have attracted the interest of
extra-regional countries as well,” he said.
Regarding the imports of ceramic and tile, the
official said the country currently does not have
any imports in this industry and all the country’s
needs are met by domestic producers.

As announced by a provincial official,
21.4 million tons of commodities have
been loaded and unloaded in Imam
Khomeini port, in the southwestern
Khuzestan province, during the first
half of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-September 22).

Aboutaleb Geraylou, the head of Khuz-
estan’s Ports and Maritime Depart-
ment, said that of the mentioned figure,
11.766 million tons were the non-oil
goods, and 9.633 million tons were the
oil products.

Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO) has announced that the loading
and unloading of goods in the ports of
Iran increased by three percent in the
first six months of the present year.
The PMO reported that 111,806,313
tons of commodities were loaded and
unloaded in the ports during the first
half of this year.

Of the mentioned figure, 74,415,327
tons were related to loading, and
37,392,654 tons were related to un-
loading.

The loading of goods in the mentioned
period also increased by nine percent
as compared to the figure for the previ-
ous year’s same six months.

During the said period, loading and

[ oadmg, unloadig of goods n

unloading operations in the contain-
er sector reached 1,432,672 TEUs,
which was five percent more than the
1,284,604 TEUs in the first six months
of the past year.

While Iran is combating the U.S. uni-
lateral sanctions on its economy, the
country’s ports as the major gates of
exports and imports play a significant
role in this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more develop-
ment of them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government
to define projects for more develop-
ment of the ports and also take some
measures to encourage investment
making in ports, in addition to facilitat-
ing the loading and unloading of goods,
especially basic commodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization has defined
a high number of projects to develop
and improve the country’s ports, as the
country aims to double the capacity of
its ports in the course of five years.
According to the PMO, the capacity of
the country’s ports has increased from
180 million tons in the Iranian calen-
dar year 1392 (ended in March 2014)
to 250 million tons in 1399 (ended in
March 2021).
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