What Vitamms Gan Help
With Inflammation?
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Commodities worth
over $620m traded
at IME in a week

During the past Iranian calen-
dar week (ended on Friday),
Iran  Mercantile  Exchange
(IME)  witnessed trade of
3,004,222 tons of commodi-
ties with a total trading value of
more than $620 million on its
physical market.

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Af-
fairs Department, the exchange
saw on its metals and minerals
trading floor trade of 2,415,833
tons of commodities valued at
nearly $349 million.

On this floor the IME sold
1,238,641 tons of cement,
707,000 tons of iron ore,
303,467 tons of steel, 163,100
tons of sponge iron, 46,135
tons of zinc, 4,980 tons of alu-
minum and 67 tons of copper.
Moreover, the IME witnessed
on both domestic and export
rings of its oil and petrochem-
ical trading floor 527,595 tons
of commodities worth more
than $255 million.
Commodities traded on this
floor included 211,589 tons of
bitumen, 181,000 tons of vacu-
um bottom, 95,617 tons of pol-
ymeric products, 32,286 tons
of chemicals, 4,248 tons of oil,
1,250 tons of sulfur, 702 tons
of petroleum products, 550
tons of waterproofing materi-
als and 530 tons of feedstocks.
The IME also traded within
the same week 15,293 tons of
goods on its side market.
As previously reported, dur-
ing the past Iranian calendar
month (ended on August 22)
Iran Mercantile Exchange wit-
nessed trade of 13,452,706
tons of commodities with a to-
tal trading value of almost $3.2
billion on its physical market,
logging growths of 11.5 per-
cent in value and 21 percent
in volume of trades compared
with the month before that.
As reported by the IME’s Pub-
lic Relations and International
Affairs Department, the ex-
change saw on its metals and
minerals trading floor, trade of
10,906,046 tons of commod-
ities valued at more than $2
billion.

On this floor the IME sold
5,544,552 tons of cement,
2,660,000 tons of iron ore,
1,707,761 tons of steel,
928,000 tons of sponge iron,
39,455 tons of zinc, 39,215
tons of aluminum, 38,208 tons
of copper, 2,800 tons of cast
iron, 1,290 tons of molybde-
num concentrate, 300 tons of
coke and 72 tons of precious
metals concentrate.

It's worth noting that the IME
also traded 1,600 kg of saffron
on its agricultural trading floor.
Furthermore, the exchange
saw trade of 2,405,517 tons of
commodities worth more than
$1 billion on both domestic
and export pits of its oil and
petrochemical trading floor.
Items traded on this floor in-
cluded 792,000 tons of vac-
uum bottom, 663,300 tons
of bitumen, 491,397 tons of
polymeric products, 185,500
tons of lube cut, 167,335
tons of chemicals, 76,505
tons of sulfur, 23,399 tons of
oil, 10,618 tons of petroleum
products, 1,560 tons of feed-
stocks, 1,000 tons of slop wax
and 900 tons of waterproofing
materials.

Last was the IME’s side market
on which the exchange traded
141,141 tons of goods.

IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the oth-
er three markets are Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) mar-
ket known also as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX).

_www.esfahan-news.com

Iranian  President  Ebrahim
Raisi delivered a speech at the
United Nations General As-
sembly in which he addressed
Iran’s new approach to foreign
policy, among other things.

At the beginning of his carefully
worded speech, President Rai-
si criticized the desecration of
the holy Quran, saying that the

Quran burning is unprecedent-
ed in history. “This is the first
time that they burn the words
of God and they think that they
can suffocate the voice of heav-
en forever. But the teachings of
the Quran for human beings
can never be burned,” Raisi
said, referring to the burning
of the holy Quran in Sweden
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President Raisi also inveighed
against war against Islam. The
fire of desecration and distor-
tion won’t defeat the truth, Rai-
si asserted.

The Iranian president said a
new world order is emerging.
“The world is transitioning to
a new world order and this is

irreversible. The Western dom-
inance over the world is no
longer sustainable. The decrep-
it liberal order, which had been
at the disposal of the insatiable
capitalists, has been put aside,”
Raisi said.

He added, “The project of
Americanizing the world has
failed. The Iranian nation takes
pride that thanks to its Islamic
Revolution has played the big-
gest role in exposing the dom-
ineering sides of the West and
East.”

Raisi pointed out that Iran be-
lieves that a new East and West
should not be formed.

“Iran has marked a new chap-
ter of beneficial relations with
neighboring countries and the
Islamic Republic’s neighbor-
hood policy is a benevolent
policy for the region. We warm-
ly shake every hand that reach-
es out for friendship,” he said.
The Iranian president also reit-
erated Iran’s position regarding
the presence of foreign troops
in the region. He said twice that
the presence of such troops
from the Caucasus region to
the Persian Gulf not only is not

part of the solution but also
part of the problem.

President Raisi has also criti-
cized the mainstream Western
media for not telling the truth
about Iran or censoring it. He
the Western media propagated
“lies” about Iran during last
year’s unrest. Last year, the Ira-
nian nation was targeted with
the biggest psychological war
of history, he said.

The Iranian president also
praised  General  Qassem
Soleimani for his counterter-
rorism efforts, saying that his
assassination by the U.S. was
a gift to the Daesh terrorist
group.

Ayatollah Raisi also lambast-
ed the U.S. for violating the
2015 lIran nuclear deal, of-
ficially known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

He called on the U.S. to put an
end to its crisis of not being
able to make decisions.
President Raisi also touched on
the investment opportunities of
Iran, saying that the country is
a unique land of opportunities
for investment
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Kurdish militants
surrender weap-
ons and move to
camps: Iraqgi FM

Irag’s foreign minister said
on Monday that Kurdish mil-
itant groups near the border
with Iran have handed over
their heavy equipment as the
deadline for their disarming
and redeployment under a
security agreement between
Tehran and Baghdad ap-
proaches.

Fuad Hussein said the armed
groups and their families will
be transferred to five camps
in Irag’s Kurdistan region.
The senior Iragi diplomat
reaffirmed his country’s
commitment to the secu-
rity pact with Iran, adding
that the Kurdistan Region-
al Government (KRG) has
taken the required steps in
accordance with Baghdad’s
agreement with Tehran.
Hussein emphasized that
Iraq seeks peaceful solu-
tions based on discussion
and respect for neighbors
and that Baghdad condemns
any act of violence against

Uonference held on Iran-Iraq trade development

The Iran Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCI-
MA) on Tuesday hosted a conference
on solutions for sustained trade devel-
opment between Iran and Iraq in the
horizon of 2025, the ICCIMA portal
reported.

Speaking at the conference, Secretary
General of the Iran-Irag Joint Chamber
of Commerce Jahanbakhsh Sanja-
bi-Shirazi said: “In today’s conference,
we want to assess the future of busi-
ness relations between Iran and Iraq
in the horizon of 2025 and discuss our
position in this market.”

“In order to maintain our trade with

Iraq in the long term, we need foresight
so that we can adapt ourselves to the
future conditions of this market,” the
official said.

He put the two countries’ trade turn-
over at $10 billion, noting that Iran’s
exports to the neighboring country ac-
count for 90 percent of the trade.
Referring to the importance of trade
between Iran and Iraq, Sanjabi-Shirazi
said: “We need to protect our position
in this market, and considering the
competitors, it is necessary to have
proper planning in this regard.”
According to the official, Iraq currently
accounts for 20 percent of Iran’s total

trade, and losing this market to com-
petitors means losing one-fifth of the
country’s total trade turnover.

“In the short term, our trade with Iraq
will be good and even ideal until 2025,
but in the long term, due to the con-
ditions and the existence of compet-
itors and other issues, our trade with
Irag will be difficult, and therefore it is
necessary to maintain our presence
in the Iragi market by planning and
foresight,” he stressed. According to
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA) data, Iran ex-
ported non-oil commodities valued at
$3.5 billion to Iraq during the first five
months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-August 22).

Irag was the second top export desti-
nation of Iranian non-oil goods in the
mentioned five-month period.

As previously announced by an official
with Iran’s Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion (TPO), the value of Iran’s exports
to Iraq increased by 15 percent in the
past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20).

Farzad Piltan, the director-general of
TPQ's Office of West Asian Countries,
said that based on the data released by

the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration, Iran exported com-
modities worth over $10 billion to its
neighbor in the previous year.

By stating that Iraq is one of Iran’s stra-
tegic partners, he put the value of Iran’s
imports from Iraq at about $200 mil-
lion in the past year. Considering Iran’s
vast export capacity and Irag’s large
market for Iranian goods, both sides
want to expand the volume of bilateral
economic exchanges.

Iran and Iraq have set a target of $20
billion in annual trade, and business-
men and authorities of both countries
are determined to meet that target,
Head of the Iran-Iraq Joint Chamber
of Commerce Yahya Ale-Es’haq has
stated.

“In general, Iran and Iraq have agreed
to improve relations and change the
monetary and banking conditions so
that the central banks of the two coun-
tries will ease the current situation and
solve the problems,” he has noted.
The current administration of Iran un-
der President Raisi has shown great
interest in broadening and enhancing
trade and economic ties with neighbor-
ing states, Ale Es’haq has emphasized.

Vatlue cham completion, a top agenda of NPC

The managing director of Iran’s Nation-
al Petrochemical Company (NPC) said
that completing the value chain is not
a motto, while it is a top agenda of the
NPC’s activities, it is a program and a
duty.

Referring to the rapid development of
the petrochemical industry from basic
products to the end of the value chain
in the 13th government, Morteza Shah-
Mirzaei reiterated: “Completing the
value chain of the petrochemical in-
dustry is not a slogan; As an inviolable
strategy, it is a task, plan and duty that
my colleagues are following up with all
their efforts.”

He made the remarks in a press confer-
ence on the sidelines of the 17th Inter-
national Exhibition of Plastic, Rubber,
Machinery, and Equipment (Iran Plast
2023), which kicked off at the Tehran
Permanent International Fairground on
Sunday.

The official further put the country’s
petrochemical production capacity at
over 92 million tons, and said: “Today
we are almost self-sufficient in the
main petrochemical sectors including
products and equipment.”

Iran’s petrochemical industry accounts

for 28 percent of the region’s petro-
chemical capacity and 2.7 percent of
the world’s petrochemical capacity, the
NPC head announced.

Stating that Iran’s petrochemical in-
dustry exported more than 16 billion
dollars of petrochemical products to
the world markets last year, he added
that the products supplied to the world
markets are in excess of the domestic
demand, because the priority of the
petrochemical industry is to meet the
domestic needs in order to complete
the value chain.

He pointed to the development of ener-
gy diplomacy in the 13th government
and said the activity program in off-
shore petrochemical industries is being
followed seriously and good successes
have been achieved in this regard. With
the expansion of relations with neigh-
boring and aligned countries, other
countries have demanded the supply
of catalysts, equipment and machinery
from Iran.

It should be announced that before the
above-mentioned press conference,
seven cooperation documents worth
$58 million were signed between the
Petrochemical Special Economic Zone

Organization and domestic companies
in order to deal with the sanctions and
develop the knowledge-based econ-
omy and complete the petrochemical
value chain.

Iran Plast 2023 is being held with
the approach of developing the value
chain, supporting national production,
and promoting domestic manufactur-
ing in an area of 3,200 square meters.
The inaugural ceremony of the exhi-
bition was attended by a number of
senior officials, including Oil Minister
Javad Oji, Shah-Mirzaei, Deputy Oil
Minister for Planning Affairs Houshang
Falahatian, some MPs and ambassa-
dors, and those active in the petro-
chemical industry.

Shah-Mirzaei emphasized: “The 20-
fold increase in the number of foreign
guests at the 17th Iran Plast Exhibi-
tion means that threats and economic
sanctions have no place in this industry
and that we have crossed these bound-
aries.”

The value-creating, job-creating and
currency-creating petrochemical
industry has started a leaping and
revolutionary movement, the official
stressed.

As stated by the director of Iran Plast,
the exhibition is a successful model for
extensive cooperation among polymer
complexes, downstream petrochem-
ical industries, and capable Iranian
manufacturers.

According to Farid Dousti, this exhibi-
tion can facilitate the path to complete
the value chain in the petrochemical
industry.

Iran Plast exhibition is one of the im-
portant events in the market of do-
mestic and regional polymer products,
which is held with the aim of develop-
ing and completing the value chain of
the petrochemical industry, supporting
national production and promoting do-
mestic manufacturing, the official said.
As the biggest event in the petrochemi-
cals and plastics industry in West Asia,
Iran Plast was held for the first time in
2002 on the initiative of NPC in order
to boost the domestic plastics industry
market, facilitate the global marketing
process, and present in global markets.
Like the previous years, this edition of
the exhibition also covers four major
areas including raw materials, machin-
ery, and equipment, final and semi-fin-
ished products as well and services.

its national sovereignty.
Iran and Iraq signed a se-
curity deal in March under
which the lragi government
committed to disarm terror-
ist separatist groups in the
Iragi Kurdistan region by
September 19, remove their
military barracks, and trans-
fer them to Baghdad govern-
ment-established camps.
On Sunday, Iranian Defense
Minister Mohammad Reza
Ashtiyani warned Baghdad
of an “eleventh-hour deci-
sion” on the issue and stat-
ed that Tehran would not
extend the deadline for Iraq
to disarm Kurdish separatist
groups along the Iranian
border.

“We do not have any exten-
sion to the deadline. We will
act in due time in accord-
ance with the agreement
made with Iraq,” Brigadier
General Ashtiyani said.
According to reports, the
KRG minister of interior,
the special representative of
the UN secretary general for
Iraq, and the national securi-
ty advisor for Iraq met in Er-
bil, the capital of the Kurdis-
tan regional government, to
discuss the implementation
of the security accord.
Meanwhile, Iragi media ar-
gued on Saturday that the
country’s  border guards
had gained complete control
of an area on the Kurdistan
region’s border with Iran
and had driven out terrorist
groups after severe confron-
tations.

The two nations reached a
security deal after anti-Irani-
an separatist militant groups
based in Irag’s Kurdistan
expanded their harmful ac-
tions, particularly in border
areas.

In response to their oper-
ations, the IRGC has un-
dertaken three rounds of
strikes against their sites
since September 24 of last
year, pledging to continue
the attacks until the groups
surrender.

Iran has repeatedly warned
local authorities in Iraqi
Kurdistan that it will not ac-
cept the existence and oper-
ation of terrorist groups near
its northern borders, threat-
ening a strong response if
such areas become a refuge
for anti-Tehran terrorists.
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Foreign Ministry
issues statement
regarding release
of Iranian assets

Following the release of Iran’s
funds that had been held in
South Korea due to U.S. illegal
sanctions, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry released a statement on
Monday about the money and the
prisoner swap with the United
States.

“In order to achieve the rights
of Iranian nationals all over the
world as well as Iranians resid-
ing in the U.S. and within the
framework of an independent
process, five Iranian citizens who
were illegally prosecuted by the
U.S. judicial system due to their
normal business activities were
released and returned to their
families,” the ministry said in the
statement.

“Prior to that, the Iranian assets
in South Korea - which had been
frozen due to the illegal pressures
of the United States, making it
impossible to use them for years
- were unlocked thanks to diligent
pursuit of the issue by the Foreign
Ministry and Central Bank of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Through
a financial and banking process
that lasted several weeks, the
assets were transferred to the ac-
counts of Iranian banks in Qatar,”
the statement added.

It further continued, “These as-
sets are under the control of the
Central Bank of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and will be used at
the discretion of relevant Iranian
authorities and based on the
country’s needs and priorities.”
“Undoubtedly, the policies and
actions of different administra-
tions in the U.S. in preventing
Iran’s free and legitimate access
to its financial resources in other
countries are illegal and inhu-
mane,” read the statement.
“Nevertheless, the illegal move of
the U.S. to abuse the international
banking system and put pressure
on other countrigs to limit Iran’s
access to its assets does not in
any way mean that the govern-
ments where these assets are
kept have no responsibility in this
regard, and those governments
must be held to account for their
unjustified move to comply with
the illegal demands of the U.S.
government, the financial losses
inflicted on Iran as a result of
the long-term freezing of Iranian
assets and its humanitarian con-
sequences, especially during the
Covid-19 pandemic,” it noted.
The ministry also stressed, “The
Iranian people will never forget
that. Even during the peak of
the Covid-19 pandemic the U.S.
regime, while ignoring the health
emergency and humanitarian is-
sues as well as repeated requests
by the UN secretary general and
human rights officials, denied
Iran access to its financial re-
sources in South Korea.”

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
hereby thanks the government of
Qatar for playing an effective role
in transferring the assets of Iran
and exchanging the prisoners.
We also appreciate the valuable
efforts of the Sultanate of Oman
to advance this process and also
the Swiss government’s coopera-
tion and assistance in facilitating
all this,” the Foreign Ministry
concluded. Five Iranians who had
spent years in U.S. jails were re-
leased on Monday in a prisoner
swap between Tehran and Wash-
ington mediated by Qatar.
“After a successful team effort,
five innocent Iranian compatriots
in American prisons will be free
today and two of them will enter
Tehran via Doha,” Kazem Gharib-
abadi, secretary general of Iran’s
High Council for Human Rights,
wrote on his X account on Mon-
day.
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The 10th Iran International Coffee
Festival kicked off at the Shahr-e-Af-
tab Exhibition Center in the capital
Tehran on Tuesday, IRIB reported.
As reported, 66 foreign and domes-
tic companies are participating in
this four-day festival and exhibition.

Intl. coffee
festival run-
ning in Tehran
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The exhibition is held with the aim

of presenting the latest achieve-
ments and developments of the
coffee industry to acquaint eco-
nomic operators and enterprises
with the capacities of this industry
while promoting coffee culture and
introducing Iranian trademarks to
international markets.

What Vitamins
Uian Help With
[nflammation?

Source:
By:

Research over the years has pointed to
certain vitamins with anti-inflammatory
compounds. These vitamins can be ac-
quired in supplement form and by eat-
ing foods that naturally contain them.
Here is a list of six vitamins that pos-
sess anti-inflammatory properties and
the foods that are rich sources of them.
Vitamin A

Studies have found that vitamin A can
keep the immune system from being
overactive and causing inflammation.1
Vitamin A is available in two forms:
Beta-carotene is a provitamin that is
converted into vitamin A in the body,
and vitamin A is an antioxidant that
protects the body against free radicals.
Diets rich in beta-carotene and vitamin
A can help to reduce inflammation.
Food Sources

Foods rich in vitamin A include carrots,
dandelion, kale, collard greens, spin-
ach, and a wide variety of leafy vege-
tables.

B Vitamins

People with low vitamin B6 will often
have high levels of C-reactive protein,

\_Province/

another compound responsible for in-
flammation, especially in autoimmune
diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis.2
To reduce inflammation and increase
vitamin B6, try consuming foods high
in B vitamins, including kale, bell pep-
pers, mushrooms, cantaloupe, tuna,
and poultry.

One study found even low doses of fo-
lic acid (also known as folate, another
B vitamin) supplementation taken daily
and for short periods may reduce in-
flammation.3

Food Sources

Food sources of folate include black-
eyed peas, dark leafy greens, aspara-
gus, and liver.

Vitamin C

Vitamin C is known for helping keep
the immune system healthy and func-
tioning well. Moreover, research shows
vitamin C can get rid of free radicals
responsible for causing inflammation.4
Vitamin C, like B vitamins, may also
help lower C-reactive protein. Supple-
ments are helpful, but it is always best
to try to get vitamin C from your diet.

Food Sources

To get more vitamin C from your diet,
eat a variety of fruits and vegetables,
which are also loaded with antioxidants
that can improve health and potentially
lower risk for heart disease and can-

Cers.
Vitamin D

Studies have long-established a con-
nection between low vitamin D and a
variety of inflammatory diseases. Fur-
ther, researchers know that improving
vitamin D can help reduce inflamma-
tion in the body.6

Vitamin D is naturally produced by the
body after exposure to the sun, but not
everyone can get all their vitamin D this

way. Anyone who suspects their vita-
min D levels are low should talk to their
healthare provider about testing and
supplementation.

Food Sources

The best food sources of vitamin D are
fish, egg yolks, organ meats, and foods
supplemented with vitamin D, includ-
ing milk.

Vitamin E

Vitamin E is another antioxidant vita-
min, which means it can reduce inflam-
mation.

Food Sources

Vitamin E is naturally found in nuts and
seeds, including almonds and sunflow-
er seeds. Many fruits and vegetables

are also rich in vitamin E, including av-
ocado and spinach.

Vitamin K

One report in the journal Metabolism
found that vitamin K can reduce in-
flammatory markers, help with blood
clotting, and protect bone health.8
While vitamin K is necessary for bone
health, most people do not get enough
of it from their diets.

Food Sources

There are two types of vitamin K:
Vitamin K1 and K2. Vitamin K1 is
found in leafy vegetables, including
kale, spinach, broccoli, and cabbage,
whereas K2 is found in chicken, liver,
and eggs.

Tehran to host Petrotech 2023 conference i late December

The second edition of the conference and exhibition of technology manage-
ment of knowledge-based products in Iran’s oil industry (Petrotech 2023)
is going to be held in late December, Shana reported.

The event is going to be organized by the Research Institute of Petroleum
Industry (RIPI) in collaboration with the Qil Ministry and the country’s ma-
jor oil companies on the occasion of the Research Week.

Petrotech aims to provide the country’s knowledge-based companies with
a platform to get familiar with each other and with the needs of the industry.
In this regard, Azim Kalantari-Asl, head of the Research Institute of Pe-
troleum Industry and executive secretary of the event, said: “In the year

[CCIMA calls for esllml new 0netﬂry mechanisms with Bulgara

Head of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (IC-
CIMA) Hossein Selahvarzi has called for
establishing new banking and monetary
mechanisms to expand trade with Bul-
garia, the ICCIMA portal reported.
Speaking in a meeting with Bulgaria’s
Ambassador to Tehran Nikolina Kono-
va on Monday, Selahvarzi said: “Irani-
an private sector is looking for ways to
increase trade with other countries. Al-
though there are many non-sanctioned
areas for joint activity; we have to find
new ways for financial exchanges.”
Referring to the drop in economic rela-
tions between Iran and other countries
due to the imposition of sanctions in
recent years, he said: “However, we be-
lieve that considering the old relationship
between our countries, we can find ways

to increase business exchanges in var-
ious fields, and this issue is one of the
priorities of the ICCIMA in the new man-
agement term.”

Selahvarzi further stated that transpor-
tation is one of the important fields of
cooperation between Iran and Bulgaria,
adding: “Iran’s transportation is under
the supervision of the ICCIMA, and due
to membership in IRU (International
Road Transport Union), we are the larg-
est carnet customer in this organization.
Therefore, we can have favorable coop-
eration in this field.”

While inviting the head of the Bulgarian
Chamber of Commerce to travel to Iran
at the top of a business delegation, the
head of the Iran Chamber proposed
holding a joint webinar with the presence
of economic operators from both sides,

S0 as to quickly provide a space for more
familiarity with the investment opportu-
nities of Iran and Bulgaria.

During the meeting, Konova also pointed
out the political, economic, and cultural
capacities of Iran and Bulgaria and noted
that the lack of familiarity between Irani-
an and Bulgarian businessmen about the
commercial potentials of the two coun-
tries is the most important obstacle in
the way of the expansion of mutual trade.
Referring to the interest of Bulgarian
businesses to cooperate with Iranian
companies, she continued: “What is
important in exchanging business dele-
gations...[because] without this, only 20
percent of merchants can find their peers
correctly. In this context, the role of the
chambers of commerce of both sides
will be very important.”

of curbing inflation and production growth, we have been witnessing the
flourishing of the knowledge-based oil industry and greater attention of
this huge industry to conducting applied research has resulted in innova-
tive products and technological services.”
All these new achievements will be showcased at the Petrotech event, he
added.

In this year’s event, the exhibition area of the event will be grander, and
specialized meetings are planned in such a way that the measures taken by
the Qil Ministry in the field of research and technology development would
be well presented, Kalantari-Asl said.

South korea eves better refations with
Iran following unds transier

The South Korean government has
predicted that the release of Iran’s
frozen funds will lead to further im-
provement of relations between Teh-
ran and Seoul.

“The Korean government anticipates
that the transfer of the funds will help
further develop the bilateral relation-
ship between Korea and Iran in the
future,” the South Korean foreign
ministry said in a statement.

The statement also confirmed the re-
lease of Iranian funds.

“The Iranian funds that were frozen in
Korea due to the financial sanctions
on Iran have recently been success-
fully transferred to a third country
through close cooperation among the
relevant nations,” the statement said.
“Despite the sanctions on Iran, the
Korean government has paid Iran’s
UN contributions at Iran’s request
and has been supplying humanitarian
goods needed by Iranians, such as
medicine, through humanitarian trade
with Iran. Furthermore, the Korean
government has continued diplomat-
ic communication and discussions

with relevant countries to ultimately
resolve the frozen funds issue, with
the clear understanding that the as-
sets belong to Iranian citizens.”
South Korea also thanked Qatar and
Switzerland for their help in this re-
gard. “Especially, not only the con-
cerned nations but also third-party
nations such as Qatar and Switzer-
land played a vital role in resolving
the frozen funds issue. In that light,
the Korean government expresses
special appreciation to these coun-
tries for their constructive roles,” the
statement said.

It added, “Even after their transfer to
Qatar, the Iranian assets are expect-
ed to be used for humanitarian pur-
poses, such as purchasing food and
medicine, in a way that is similar to
their use in Korea. The Korean gov-
ernment has shared its humanitarian
trade experience with Qatar.”

On Monday, Iran and the United
States swapped prisoners simulta-
neously. The Iranian funds had been
deposited to Qatari banks before the
prisoner swap.
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