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Iran, Russia, India
to promote freight
transit through IN-
STC

The founding member states of
the International North-South
Transport ~ Corridor  (INSTC),
namely Iran, Russia, and India,
gathered for the third time in
Tehran on Tuesday, to discuss
solutions for promoting freight
transit through the newly devel-
oped international corridor.
The event, dubbed “Iran Rah”
was attended by senior officials
from the three countries includ-
ing Iranian Transport and Urban
Development  Minister  Mehr-
dad Bazrpash, Head of Iran’s
Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO) Ali-Akbar Safaei, Deputy
National Security Advisor of In-
dia Vikram Misri, and Senior Aide
to the president of the Russian
Federation Igor Yevgenyevich
Levitin.

Speaking at the meeting, Ba-
zrpash underlined some of the
Islamic Republic’s major princi-
ples regarding the promotion of
INSTC including multilateralism,
partnership, transit neighbor-
hood, networking, facilitation of
trade, and intelligent and tech-
nological development of transit,
and called for maximum collab-
oration for the development of
exchanges through the INSTC.
Further in the meeting, PMO
Head Ali-Akbar Safaei mentioned
some of the advantages of tran-
sit through Iran for the countries
in the regions and said: “Iran’s
joining the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization and the Eura-
sian Economic Union will pro-
vide unique opportunities to the
country’s trade partners, and the
Islamic Republic is determined to
remove all its tariff and non-tariff
barriers in the shortest possible
time.”

The main rationale for these tri-
lateral meetings is to promote
freight transit between India and
Russia and other Persian Gulf
and the Caspian Sea countries,
Safaei said.

Elsewhere in the gathering, Misri
emphasized India’s determina-
tion to cooperate with Iran and
Russia for completing the IN-
STC, saying: “India has been a
participant in various initiatives
and projects regarding the north-
south corridor and has always
been committed to providing its
resources in the best way to the
implementers so that this corri-
dor is developed in the best way
possible.”

Lavitin for his part called the IN-
STC a humanitarian corridor and
asked the countries of the region
to join this corridor to achieve its
goals.

He underlined the definition of a
single policy for trade through
this corridor as the most im-
portant requirement for the
development of trade in this
initiative and added: “The main
issue discussed in this meeting
is defining the same framework
and reaching a common under-
standing for all the business
operators that are willing to use
this route.”

Established in 2000 by Iran,
Russia, and India, this 7,200-km-
long INSTC works as a mul-
ti-modal network of ship, rail,
and road routes for moving
freight between India, Iran, Azer-
baijan, Russia, Central Asia, and
Europe.

Geographically, Iran’s territory,
particularly the Chabahar port, is
very strategic for the activation
of the INSTC in linking India to
Russia.

The INSTC is also an important
transport agenda that is expected
to considerably boost the transit
and trade of Iran and Russia with
the countries of the Caspian Sea
and the Persian Gulf.

_www.esfahan-news.com

PTA tmportant for Iran-Indonesta trade expansion: Indonesian envoy

Indonesian  Ambassador to
Tehran Ronny Prasetyo Yulian-
toro said that a preferential
trade agreement (PTA) is im-
portant for the development of
trade between Iran and Indo-
nesia.

The envoy made the remarks
in a meeting with Mehdi
Zeyghami, the acting head of
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organi-
zation (TPQ), at the place of the
organization on Tuesday.

He said that his country is ex-
amining the package proposed
by Iran, and expressed hope
that the PTA between the two
countries will be finalized soon,
because this agreement is of
particular importance for the
parties’ access to each other’s
markets.

In this meeting, the ambassa-
dor of Indonesia invited Ira-
nian businessmen to attend
international exhibitions of this
country and said: “The largest
trade exhibition in Indonesia
will be held in October and we
are ready to welcome Iranian
businessmen as participants
and visitors.”

The TPO head, for his part, wel-
comed this issue and referred
to the dispatch and reception
of trade delegations and active
presence in the exhibitions of

the target countries as priori-
ties of this organization.
Referring to the extensive re-
lations between Iran and In-
donesia from the past to the
present, Zeyghami pointed to
the issue of barter trade agree-
ment between the two coun-
tries and said this agreement
can develop trade between the
two sides.

The value of trade between Iran
and Indonesia reached nearly
one billion dollars in the past
Iranian calendar year 1401
(ended on March 20).

Of the mentioned figure, $847
million was the share of Iran’s
export to Indonesia, and $119
million was the share of Indo-
nesia’s export to Iran.
Indonesia is one of the world’s
consumption markets, and this
country’s market is the main
destination of many countries’
export goods. Considering
Indonesia’s membership in
the World Trade Organization
(WTO) and low tariffs for im-
ports to this country, Iran can
also take advantage of the
economic status of Indonesia
and expand its trade with this
country.

In recent years, Iran has started
to sign preferential trade agree-
ments with other countries to
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expand its economic relations
through the reduction of tariff
rates. A clear example of this
policy is the trade agreement
with the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) and Pakistan,
based on them zero tariffs are
to be applied on at least 100
items.

Iran also signed a PTA with In-
donesia on May 23 during the
trip of President Ebrahim Raisi
to Jakarta.

During this trip, the two sides
inked 11 agreements on co-
operation in different areas,
including oil and gas, in the
presence of the two countries’
presidents.

In ajoint press conference with
Indonesian  President  Joko
Widodo on May 23, President
Raisi said that Iran and Indo-
nesia have various fields and
capacities to improve the level
of relations, emphasizing that
the signing of numerous coop-
eration agreements in various
fields shows the determination
of the two countries to develop
relations in all fields.

Referring to the goal set to
increase the value of trade
between the two countries to
$20 billion, the president said,
“Of course, the two countries
have decided to conduct their

exchanges with national cur-
rencies.”

Also, before his trip to Indone-
sia, Iranian Minister of Com-
munications and Information
Technology Issa  Zarepour,
who is the Iranian chairman of
Iran-Indonesia Joint Econom-
ic Committee, held a meeting
with some Indonesian traders
and businessmen in Tehran, af-
ter which, the minister said that
the Indonesian traders are very
willing to expand ties with Iran.
By removing the obstacles,
the commercial exchanges be-
tween Iran and Indonesia can
be multiplied quickly, the min-
ister noted.

Zarepour also met Indonesian
Trade Minister Zulkifli Hasan
on Monday prior to the trip of
President Raisi to Indonesia in
order to finalize the documents
of expanding trade between the
two countries.

The data of the last decade
of Iran’s trade with Indonesia
show that the peak of Iran’s
trade relations with this coun-
try was in the Iranian calendar
year 1400 (ended on March 20,
2022), which can be a turning
point in history of trade be-
tween the two countries.

Iran’s 10-year exports to In-
donesia show that in 1400,

the highest value of exports to
Indonesia occurred in the last
ten years, which was $1.081
billion.

Iran’s export to Indonesia in
the last ten years shows an
upward trend, as the exports
to this country have increased
from 60 million dollars in 1392
to more than one billion dollars
in 1400. This is a sign of the
potential of relations between
the two countries in the eco-
nomic area.

Indonesian  ambassador to
Tehran has said that Iran can
use Indonesia as a hub for
marketing its products in the
ASEAN countries.

The envoy made the remarks in
an interview conducted by the
Tehran Times on the sidelines
of a ceremony to celebrate
ASEAN Day 2022 in Tehran in
last August.

“I think we [ASEAN member
states and Iran] have some
great potential that can be de-
veloped, for instance now with
regard to the health field we can
have some kind of cooperation,
you know this is a time that we
can increase cooperation in the
health sector”, he stated.

“So, this is a good time and
then | believe that there is
some potential that can be still
developed between ASEAN
countries and lran”, the am-
bassador reiterated.

[t should be also mentioned
that the membership of Iran
and Indonesia in important re-
gional and international agree-
ments and alliances such as
the World Trade Organization
(WTO), the Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM), Organization of
Islamic  Cooperation (0IC),
and the D-8 Organization for
Economic Cooperation, known
as Developing-8, can be a plat-
form to increase bilateral and
multilateral cooperation.

Given such capacities and plat-
forms, Iran and Indonesia are
determined to deepen cooper-
ation in various fields, includ-
ing commercial and economic
areas.

[rian acquires digital data serzed in Albantan police raid on MKO camp

An Albanian police search operation re-
cently resulted in the seizure of a num-
ber of electronic gadgets and storage
devices from a camp affiliated to the
Mujahedin-e-Khalg Organization (MKO/
MEK), an Iranian government official
revealed on Monday.

Sepehr Khalaji, the chairman of the
Iranian government’s media council,
sent a tweet announcing the arrival in
Iran of a cargo containing hard drives
and computer cases that belonged to
the MKO.

Data extraction from these gadgets and
the discovery of the terrorist group’s
linkages and sabotage cells are now
being worked on by Iranian experts, he
continued.

“The results have been promising so
far,” the official said.

Since the Islamic Revolution’s triumph
in 1979, the MKO has committed sever-
al terrorist acts against Iranian citizens
and government figures.

About 12,000 of the roughly 17,000 Ira-
nians who have perished in terrorist as-
saults over the past 40 years have been
victims of the MKO atrocities.

On June 20, Albanian police forces in-
vaded the MKO camp, also known as
Ashraf-3, in Tirana’s northwest because
it was involved in “terror and cyber-at-
tacks” against international organiza-
tions.

150 computers connected to terrorist
operations were confiscated by author-
ities. During clashes in the camp, at
least one person died and several more
were hurt.

More than a week later, police in Albania

entered the Ashraf-3 camp again and
security forces were deployed at the
entrance to the camp and controlled all
vehicles leaving the site.

In a statement released on Sunday,
Iran’s Intelligence Ministry maintained
that after many successful operations
that resulted in the arrest of MKO mem-
bers, the government is actively pursu-
ing terrorists outside its borders.
Ministry of Intelligence has put out a
statement enumerating the acts of sab-
otage carried out by the MKO over the
last years, vowing to continue its coun-
termeasures against the terrorist group.
The statement said that in the run-up
to the raid by the Albanian police into
the MKO camps in Tirana, the criminal
group had done its utmost to carry out
terrorist attacks across the countries
but thanks to the countermeasures and
traps set by the Ministry of Intelligence

almost all of the attacks were thwarted.
The ministry said it had arrested a team
of four MKO members in Mazandaran
Province in May 2022 after they at-
tacked public properties with hand-
made projectiles.

In an interview with the German maga-
zine Der Spiegel was published on Fri-
day, Albania’s Prime Minister Edi Rama
stated that the MKO members must
leave the country if it plans to use Alba-
nian land to fight against Iran.

Rama said the MKO has violated the
agreement according to which they
were relocated to Albania from Irag.
“We have had the MKQO in our country for
several years. They are welcome, but on
the condition that they do not use Alba-
nia as a platform for their political opera-
tions. Our Iranian guests have repeatedly
violated this agreement,” he said.
Responding to a question on the al-

leged hack of Iranian government com-
puters in Tehran, the Albanian prime
minister said, “Albania has no intention
of being at war with the Iranian regime.
Albania does not accept anyone who
has abused our hospitality.”

He also said that Albania accepted
thousands of the MKO members at the
request of the Barack Obama adminis-
tration.

Rama pointed out that the MKO has
turned Albania into a trench in its cam-
paign against Iran. “Our country is used
as a trench in a war that is not ours, it
does not work! Of course, they have
every right to fight for their freedom,
but to do so they must leave Albania.”
Last week, in a series of tweets, Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Nas-
ser Kanaani emphasized the terrorist
nature of the MKO and its recent skir-
mishes with Albanian police, stating
that the anti-lran terror group would
always pose a threat to the security of
its host nations.

He said that MKO had been kicked out
from Iraq because many other nations
had refused to recognize it owing to its
terrorist nature.

As a result of pressure from its Western
allies, Albania has hosted the terrorist
group and thousands of its members
for ten years.

He then expressed optimism that Alba-
nia would “make up for its mistake of
hosting this terrorist cult.”

Israel’s spy service, Mossad, used MKO
operatives to assassinate a number of
Iranian nuclear scientists in the recent
years.
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Iran’s natural gas
export rises 9%
in 2022: report

A recent report by the Ener-
gy Institute (El) shows that
Iran exported 18.9 billion
cubic meters (bcm) of natu-
ral gas in 2022, registering a
nine percent growth year on
year, IRNA reported.

As reported, in its 72nd
edition of the Statistical Re-
view of World Energy, the
UK-based institute noted
that Iranian gas export ac-
counted for 2.5 percent of
the world’s total natural gas
trade through the pipeline
last year.

The Islamic Republic export-
ed 17.3 bcm of natural gas
in 2021, according to the
entity.

The total global trade of
natural gas through pipe-
lines in 2022 was 718 bcm,
which indicates a growth of
two percent compared to
the previous year. In 2021,
about 704 bcm of natural
gas was exported through
pipelines across the globe.
The increase in lranian gas
export during 2022 was
more than four times the
average growth of the global
trade of the product, said the
report.

Of Iran’s total export of 18.9
bcmin the previous year, 9.4
bcm were exported to Iraq,
9.1 bem to Turkey, and 0.4
bem to the Republic of Azer-
baijan.

The El also noted that Iran’s
natural gas production has
increased 2.5 times more
than the global average over
the past 10 years.
According to the El report,
natural gas production in
Iran has been on an up-
ward trend since 2011, and
the U.S. sanctions have not
been able to stop or reverse
the growth of gas produc-
tion in Iran. Between 2012
and 2022, natural gas pro-
duction in lIran has grown
by an average of 5.2 percent
annually, which is more than
2.5 times the global average
growth. The world’s natural
gas production has grown
by an average of two percent
per year during this period.
Most of Iran’s natural gas
comes from the country’s
giant South Pars gas field
which the Islamic Republic
shares with Qatar in the Per-
sian Gulf.

The huge offshore field cov-
ers an area of 9,700 square
kilometers, 3,700 square
kilometers of which are in
Iran’s territorial waters in the
Persian Gulf. The remaining
6,000 square kilometers,
called North Dome, are sit-
uated in Qatar’s territorial
waters.

South Pars is estimated to
contain a significant amount
of natural gas, accounting
for about eight percent of
the world’s reserves, and
approximately 18  hillion
barrels of condensate.
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Annual exports
of technical, en-
gineering servic-
es to Iraq exceed
$1b

Iran exported more than
one billion dollar worth of
technical and engineering
services to neighboring
Iraq in the previous Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20), according to
the country’s commercial
attaché to Irag.

Speaking in a meeting of
the Iran-lraq Joint Cham-
ber of Commerce on Mon-
day, Abdol-Amir Rabihavi
said construction projects
in lraq are more profita-
ble than oil projects and it
is suggested to enter this
sector.

There is also the possibility
to send labor force to the
country to increase non-oil
exports, he added.

He pointed to the construc-
tion of industrial towns on
the border with Iraq and
added that with the coordi-
nation made in this regard,
five industrial towns are go-
ing to be set up on the Iran-
Iraq borders.

Irag can connect the Per-
sian Gulf to Europe in the
future, he said, adding that
Iran can use the Iraqi route
to export its products to Af-
rica and Europe as well.
The official noted that the
trade between the two
neighbors is mostly carried
out in a traditional way so
that the exchange of mon-
ey is either made through
FOREX shops or cash fund
transfers.

Back in May, Iranian Energy
Minister Ali-Akbar Mehra-
bian said that the export of
technical and engineering
services to Iraq has experi-
enced significant growth in
recent years.

Speaking to the press af-
ter a meeting with Iraqi
Minister of Electricity Ziad
Ali Fazel in Baghdad, Meh-
rabian said: “There have
been significant exchanges
in exporting technical and
engineering services in the
field of electricity industry
between the two countries.”
Mehrabian stated that ca-
pable Iranian companies
have built power plants in
Irag, saying: “In addition
to exchanging experience
regarding the maintenance
and repair of power plants,
network development, etc.,
good negotiations have also
been held in other fields.”
Also, in a meeting with Iraqi
Minister of Water Resourc-
es Aoun Dhiab Abdullah,
Mehrabian emphasized the
need for the development
of bilateral relations in the
water industry and noted
that Iran is ready to imple-
ment joint water projects
with Iraq.

He stressed that promot-
ing the level of cooperation
with neighboring countries,
especially Iraq, is one of the
priorities of the administra-
tion of President Ebrahim
Raisi.

The relations between Iran
and Iraq are presently ‘am-
icable and friendly’ but ef-
forts should be made to im-
prove and expand the level
of the ties in the future at
the highest level, the minis-
ter emphasized.

ISFAHAN

NEWS

on Tuesday

€20z ‘9 Ainr “Aepsinyy

TEDPIX gains
18,000 points

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 18,694
points to 2.202 million on Tuesday.
As reported, over 8.762 billion secu-
rities worth 69.54 trillion rials (about
$166 million) were traded at the TSE.
TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX),
and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB).

Data analytics and artificial intelligence
(Al) have received much attention over
the last few years. However, informa-
tion on artificial intelligence and facts
about technology have been a bit mis-
leading regarding Al.

In this article, we will cover incredible
and mind-bending facts about Al and
machine learning (ML), including fig-
ures and numbers from reports, sur-
veys, and information on the capability
of Al at present and in the future.

75 interesting facts about Artificial
Intelligence

1. Google CEO Sundar Pichai claimed
that artificial intelligence (Al) would be
more transformative to humanity as a
species than electricity and fire.

2. Global corporate investment in Al
rose from 67.85 billion in 2020 t0 93.5

Mohammad Mokhber, Iran’s First-Vice
President, has underlined the need
to accelerate the implementation of
agreements signed between Iran and
Russia.

Mokhber made the remarks during a
meeting with the Russian president’s
special envoy lgor Levitin. In the meet-
ing, the first-vice president expressed
satisfaction with the deepening of re-
lations between the two countries and
the recent trips of the delegations.

He said negotiations conducted during
the recent visits by the governor of the
Russian Central Bank and the Russian
transport minister to Iran were posi-
tive. “Positive steps have been taken to
remove banking barriers and develop
transit lines,” he continued, according
to IRIB News.

The first-vice president emphasized
the need to follow up and implement
the agreements between Tehran and
Moscow as soon as possible.

“The existing problems in the con-
struction of power plants, the imple-
mentation of the joint energy cooper-
ation agreement and the development
of oil fields should be removed with
orders and diligent follow-ups. The im-
plementation of joint plans and mutual
agreements should be accelerated,”
Mokhber suggested.

billion in 2021.

3. Although private investment in
2022 is set to exceed $135 billion,
overall investment in Al research and
applications is set to reach $500 bil-
lion by 2024.

4. Global revenues from Al for en-
terprise applications are projected to
grow from $1.62B in 2018 to $31.2B
in 2025.

5. From a research perspective, China
became the global frontrunner in Al in
2021 regarding technological develop-
ment and market applications.

6. In 2020, Elon Musk predicted that
Al will overtake humans and grow
more intelligent than our species by
2025.

7. Top scientists and technologists
like Stephen Hawking, Bill Gates, and

Elon Musk believe that Al is a perilous
threat to humanity.

8. Google claimed to have developed
Al that can design chips for comput-
ers much faster than humans. The Al
needs less than 6 hours to design the
chips, while it takes its human coun-
terparts months to do the same. This
is why people worry that Al will take
over human jobs. Not all Al facts are
as exciting!

9. Productivity can be increased by
40% through artificial intelligence.
This would allow people to spend their
time more effectively.

10. The world’s top universities have
increased their Al-related education
over the last few years, according to
the Al Index.

11. The number of Al startups have

Direct contamer ship-
ping lines faunched from

Chabahar to India, UAE

He also noted the necessity of devel-
oping cooperation between Iran and
Russia in various fields, especially in
industrial, energy, commercial and sci-
entific areas.

“To use all transportation and transit
capacities, we must try to develop our
ports and put mixed and multimodal
transportation on our agenda. In this
regard, it is necessary to speed up the
establishment of a joint shipping com-
pany and also to develop cooperation
in the air sector,” the Iranian official
continued.

Underlining the importance of the
North-South corridor, Mokhber said,
“Russian companies should use the
opportunity to invest in the Makran
coast and implement port infrastruc-
ture projects and logistics centers in
the North-South corridor. Considering
the reception and follow-up of some
neighboring countries and extra-re-
gional countries, the speed of deci-
sion-making is of fundamental impor-
tance.”

In the meeting, the Russian official ex-
pressed his gratitude and satisfaction
with the progress of the implementa-
tion of plans and contracts between
Tehran and Moscow. “The Russian
government has made every effort to
remove the obstacles and implement

the agreements between the two coun-
tries as quickly as possible,” he said.
Levitin added, “The deepening and
development of cooperation in the last
two years shows the will and close-
ness of the two nation-states. We are
determined that transit, energy, med-
ical and scientific memorandums and
agreements will be fully finalized and
operational.

It should be noted that this meet-
ing was the sixth of its kind between
Levitin and Mokhber over the last nine
months.

An agreement for the construction of
Iran’s Rasht-Astara railway was signed
in May between the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Russia in a ceremony attend-
ed by the presidents of the two coun-
tries via video conference.

The agreement was signed with the
aim of completing the International
North-South Transit Corridor (INSTC).
The Russian Federation will invest 1.6
billion euros in this railway route.
Back in January, Iranian Transport and
Urban Development Minister Mehrdad
Bazrpash met with the Russian pres-
ident’s special envoy Igor Levitin to
review the progress in railway coop-
eration between the two countries and
stressed accelerating the development
of INSTC.

increased 14 times since 2000.

12. The top five countries/regions for
Al engineers are the USA, Europe (the
UK and Germany in particular), China,
Canada, and India.

13. Back in 2019, Microsoft and
Google warned that bad Al could po-
tentially harm a business’ brand. Al-
though many companies are eager to
implement Al, fact is that if not done
properly, it could exacerbate existing
problems or create new ones.

14. By 2025, global Al software is
expected to hit $100 billions. Others
estimate that the market value by the
same year would reach $126 billions.
15. “..according to artificial intelli-
gence expert Dr. David Levy, in a few
generations, we won't just be having
sex with robots, we’ll be marrying

them.” He predicted that human-ro-
bot marriages will be legal by the year
2050. - CBC Radio

16. Since 2020, there are robots that
can detect when they’re “in pain” - i.e.,
damaged - which makes them aware
that they’re in need of repair. These
robots can also self-repair.

17. Because of concerns over data pri-
vacy, the EU has created a draft of eth-
ics guidelines for Al. It outlines points
like how developers should ensure
that their Al will respect fundamental
human rights.

18. Banks use Al for revenue genera-
tion and risk management.

19. Experts believe that Al will take
over 16% of current jobs within the
next 10 years, but worry not, a new era
of job opportunities will arise.

Iran climbed to the seventh place
among the world’s top steel-pro-
ducing countries in May, accord-
ing to the World Steel Association
(WSA).

The latest report released by the
WSA shows that Iran’s crude steel
output has increased 8.8 percent
in the mentioned month while the
global average growth rate stood at
—5.1 percent, IRIB reported.

Based on the WSA data, Iran pro-
duced 3.3 million tons of crude
steel in the mentioned month.

The Islamic Republic stood in
eighth place on the WSA's list of the
world’s top steelmakers in April.

As reported, the Islamic Republic’s
steel production also registered a
2.2 percent growth in the first five
months of 2023 compared to the
same period in the previous year.
Iran was ranked second among the
world’s top steel producers in terms
of production growth in the Janu-
ary-May period.

WSA report says that the world’s
64 steel producers managed to pro-
duce 161.6 million tons of the com-

[rn climhs to ¢th place among
world's top steel producers; WSA

modity in May, 5.1 percent less than
the figure for the previous year’s
same period.

According to the WSA report, Chi-
na, India, Japan, the U.S., and Rus-
sia were the world’s top steel pro-
ducers respectively.

Iran maintained its place as the
world’s 10th biggest steel producer
during the first five months of 2023,
according to the WSA data.

The Iranian steel industry has been
constantly developing over the past
years against all the pressures and
obstacles created by outside forces
like the U.S. sanctions and the coro-
navirus outbreak that has severely
affected the performance of the
world’s top producers.

Back in February, the WSA reported
that Iran’s crude steel production
increased by eight percent in 2022
when the production by the world’s
top 64 steelmakers declined by 4.2
percent.

Iran was ranked first among the
world’s top steel producers in terms
of production growth in the previ-
ous year.
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