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Over 630,000 tons of
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in @ month

Iran exported 631,000 tons of
steel ingots in the first month of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-April 20).

As reported, the figure shows
5,000 tons decline as compared to
the export in the first month of the
previous year.

As previously announced by the
Iranian Steel Producers Associa-
tion (ISPA), the country exported
7.372 million tons of steel ingots
in the past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20).

The country’s steel ingot export
fell four percent in 1401, as com-
pared to 1400 when the figure was
7.678 million tons.

The World Steel Association
(WSA) in its latest report an-
nounced that Iran is ranked eighth
among the world’s top steel-pro-
ducing countries in April, rising
one place in the list of the world’s
top steel-makers.

The latest report released by the
WSA shows that Iran’s crude steel
output has increased 5.9 percent
in the mentioned month while the
global average growth rate stood
at — 2.4 percent.

Based on the WSA data, Iran pro-
duced 3.1 million tons of crude
steel in the mentioned month.
Meanwhile, the Islamic Republic
produced 9.7 million tons of steel
in the first four months of 2023,
registering a 0.1 percent growth
compared to the same period in
the previous year.

WSA report says that the world’s
64 steel producers managed to
produce 161.4 million tons of the
commodity in April, 2.4 percent
less than the figure for the previ-
ous year’s same period.

The steelmakers produced 622.7
million tons of steel in the first
four months of this year, which
indicates a 13 percent drop com-
pared to the same period last year.
According to the WSA report,
China, India, Japan, the U.S., and
Russia were the world’s top steel
producers  respectively.

Iran has maintained its place as
the world’s 10th biggest steel pro-
ducer during the mentioned four
months, according to the WSA
data.

The Iranian steel industry has
been constantly developing over
the past years against all the
pressures and obstacles creat-
ed by outside forces like the U.S.
sanctions and the coronavirus
outbreak that has severely affected
the performance of the world’s top
producers.

Back in February, the WSA report-
ed that Iran’s crude steel produc-
tion increased by eight percent in
2022 when the production by the
world’s top 64 steelmakers de-
clined by 4.2 percent.

Iran was ranked first among the
world’s top steel producers in
terms of production growth in the
previous year.

Based on the WSA data, Iran pro-
duced 30.6 million tons of crude
steel in the mentioned year.
Meanwhile, WSA stated that crude
steel production by the world’s top
64 producers fell 4.2 percent to
stand at 1.787 billion in 2022.
Production by Europe’s major
steel producers also declined sig-
nificantly last year so that Germa-
ny’s production declined by 8.4
percent, Italy experienced negative
growth of 11.6 percent, France’s
output declined by 13.1 percent,
Spain registered a negative 19.2
percent growth and the UK a 15.6
percent decline in steel produc-
tion.

According to the World Steel As-
sociation, Iran was the world’s
10th top steel producer over the
past two years, after countries like
China, India, Japan, and Russia.
The country is expected to climb to
seventh place among the world’s
top steel producers by the Iranian
calendar year 1404 (March 2025).

_www.esfahan-news.com

Imam Khomein

“Whatever one’s opinion of
[Imam] Khomeini, it is difficult to
deny that he was one of the most
astute theo-political leaders in
modern history.” —Amin Saikal,
Professor of Political Science at
the Australian National University
Itis safe to say that without Imam
Khomeini, there would be no Is-
lamic Republic of Iran today. But
the ideological earthquake trig-
gered by this charismatic Islamic
leader during his lifetime sent
tremors well beyond the borders
of Iran and the Persian Gulf re-
gion, and continues to propagate
aftershocks globally to this very
day, decades after his heaven-
ly departure on the 13th of the
Persian month of Khordad in the
year 1368 SH, corresponding to
June 3, 1989.

Born on the 30th of Shahrivar
in the year 1281, September 24,
1902, in the central Iranian town
of Khomein, the young Ruhollah
Mousavi experienced the pain
of being orphaned at the age
of five months when his father,
Ayatollah Mostafa Mousavi, was
martyred while travelling from
Khomein to Arak. By the age of
15, the young future founder of
the Islamic Republic of Iran had
also lost his mother, Banu Hajar,
and his aunt, Sahebeh Khanom.
In the year 1300 SH / 1921 CE,
the young Khomeini migrated to
Qom to study at the Theological
Assembly, where he complet-
ed his “Level” studies with the
late Ayatollah Seyyed Moham-
mad Tagi Khonsari and the late
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Yathrebi
Kashani. By the time Grand Aya-
tollah Borujerdi came to Qom,
Imam Khomeini was already a
recognized teacher with author-
ity in the areas of jurisprudence
(fegh), philosophy (hekmat) and
mysticism (erfan.)

The tenth of the Islamic month
of Muharram is the most somber
day of the year for Shi'a Muslims,

LY. slaps fresh sanctions o

More than a dozen people and organi-
zations in Iran, China, and Hong Kong =52
have been hit with additional sanc-
tions by the Joe Biden administration
for allegedly aiding the Islamic Re-
public’s ballistic missile development.
As part of Washington’s alleged pres-
sure campaign against Tehran, the
U.S. Treasury Department said in a
statement on Tuesday that the new
sanctions were directed against a net-
work of seven people and six compa-
nies in Iran, China, and Hong Kong.
“This network conducted transactions
and facilitated the procurement of
sensitive and critical parts and tech-
nology for key actors in Iran’s ballistic
missile development, including Iran’s
Ministry of Defense and Armed Forc-
es Logistics,” the Treasury Depart-
ment claimed in the statement.
Beijing Shiny Nights Technology De-
velopment, Qingdao Zhongrongtong

I'§ Legaey_: A viahle and res

being the day in the year 61 AH
/ 18 Mehr 59 SH / October 10,
680 CE that Imam Hussein was
martyred on the plains near Kar-
bala, Iraq along with 72 of his
close companions by the forces
of the tyrannical Umayyad caliph,
Yazid ibn Muawiyah. On that
very day some 1300 years later,
Imam Khomeini gave a speech at
the Feyziyeh School in Qom de-
nouncing the shah, Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi, for his attempts
at eradicating Islam and the re-
ligious scholars (ulama) from
Iranian society, and warning him,
“I don’t want to see the people
be thankful for your departure if
some day they make you leave.”
At 3 am on the 15th of Khordad,
1342 / June 5, 1963, the shah’s
commandos arrested the Imam
and took him to Tehran, where he
was imprisoned first at Qasr and
then at Eshratabad Military Base
until being released almost a year
later. Upon the first anniversary
of his arrest, and the subsequent
protests, which became known
as the 15th of Khordad uprising
and were brutally suppressed,
the Imam called for a general day
of mourning. Months later, he
gave another address, this time
condemning the shah’s benefac-
tor, the United States of America
in no uncertain terms. “Let the
world know that all the troubles
that the Iranian nation and the
Muslim nations have are from the
U.S.” he declared, “The Islamic
nations hate imperialism in gen-
eral and the U.S. in particular ... It
is the U.S. that empowers Israel
to make Muslim Arabs home-
less...” Once again, the Imam
was arrested, but this time, he
was flown to Ankara, Turkey on a
military aircraft to begin an exile
from his homeland, which did not
end until his triumphant return 14
years later on 12 Bahman 1357 /
February 1, 1979.

While exiled in Najaf, Iraq, the

=)

Trade Development, Hong Kong Ke.
Do International Trade Co, Lingoe
Process Engineering Limited, and
Zhejiang Qingji Ind. Co. are among
the firms that have been adversely
affected by sanctions.

Additionally, the U.S. Treasury placed
sanctions on Davoud Damghani,
Iran’s defense attaché in Beijing, on
the grounds that he orchestrated
the purchase of Chinese supplies for
Iran’s defense industry.

il

Imam formulated his concept of
Islamic governance (Hukumat-e
Islami) in a series of lectures
given at the seminary in 1971.
In those sessions, the form of
Islamic government known as
Velayat-e Faqgih, which could be
translated as guardianship by the
jurist, was refined by him based
on the assumption of the neces-
sity of political authority based
firmly on Islamic law (shari'ah)
but implemented through decen-
tralized, local self-governance
with the mosque as the central
institution to allow public par-
ticipation. Such a government
would be “a catalyst and tool for
igniting and promoting massive
behavioral change, in order to
bring about a just community
... to recover government for
human interests,” and, obvious-
ly, present an ominous threat to
the frivolous claims made by the
west of the superiority of its form
of alleged culture and civilization.
On January 16, 1979, the shah
fled Iran for what was to be
another “temporary stay” else-
where, like the trip he had made
after the initially unsuccessful
U.S.-British coup attempt on Au-
gust 16, 1953, but this time there
was no returning. Previously
on December 29, the shah had
appointed Shapour Bakhtiar as
prime minister, ordering him to
form a government, which was
doomed from the onset. Reject-
ing the legitimacy of this des-
peration measure on the part of
the shah, the Imam established a
revolutionary council on January
12. Days after his arrival on Feb-
ruary 1, the Imam organized a
provisional Islamic government,
and by 2 pm on February 11, the
armed forces declared their neu-
trality, Bakhtiar fled to Paris, and
the victory of the Islamic revolu-
tion was at hand.

“The basic reason for the unique
success of Iran’s Islamic revo-

same time.

In March 2021, China and Iran inked
a 25-year cooperation pact to solidi-
fy their long-standing economic and
political connection. The sanctions,
which forbid U.S. firms and indi-
viduals and companies from doing
business with anyone included on
the blacklist, were announced at the

Despite Iran’s complete compliance
with the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), the 2015 nuclear

lution was [Imam] Khomeini’'s
charismatic authority,” wrote
Henry L. Munson, Jr., Professor
of Anthropology at the University
of Maine. But there was more at
work here than mere charisma:
the Imam fully understood the
nature of the imperial power he
was confronting, which con-
sisted of the massive firepower
of the shah’s U.S.-trained and
equipped military. Therefore, in
lieu of armed confrontation, his
approach was to appeal to the
soldiers in a simple but effec-
tive manner, asking them not to
shoot and kill their unarmed ci-
vilian brothers and sisters who
were protesting. As a result, the
shah’s mighty military machine
was immobilized in its tracks;
the soldiers initially disobeyed
orders to shoot, then began
arresting the selfsame officers
giving those orders, and, in the
end, charged them with crimes
against humanity.  “Whatever
the exact number of casualties in
the course of the Iranian Revolu-
tion,” writes Professor of Iranian
Studies at Columbia University
Hamid Dabashi. “There is little
doubt that this was a historic
confrontation between the pow-
er of the spoken word and the
might of the loaded machine
guns.”

With the victory of the Islamic
revolution, Imam Khomeini had
actualized the words of Dr. Ali
Shariati, who had prescribed the
cure for the illness of the Iranian
people under the U.S.-imposed
shah as being a return to their
authentic Shi'i Islamic identity.
“Our people remember nothing
from this distant past and do not
care to learn about pre-Islamic
civilizations,” he wrote, referring
obliquely to the shah’s obsession
with returning Iran to the glories
of a mythical, pre-Islamic Per-
sian past and relegating Islam
and its ulama (clergy) to irrele-
vancy. “Consequently, for us to
return to our roots means not a
rediscovery of pre-Islamic Iran,
but a return to our Islamic, espe-
cially Shi’i, roots.”

Years earlier, the Iranian intellec-
tual, author and social critic, Jalal
Al-e Ahmad, had referred to this
societal disease of blind adora-
tion and imitation of everything
and anything western as gharb-
zadegi, which can be translated
variously as “weststruckness,”
“westoxification,” or “infatuation
with the west.” Rightly accusing
the traditional, quietist ulama of
serving the interests of the shah
and the “westoxified” supporters
of the regime by their silence, Dr.
Shariati transformed the Shi'i
concept of entezar, which had
meant waiting passively with
hopeful expectation for the re-

lient model of Islamic governance

appearance of the 12th Imam of
the Shi‘'a, Imam Mahdi (as), into
meaning actively resisting, or-
ganizing and revolting against ta-
ghut (unjust and ungodly) rulers
and governments in preparation
for the Imam’s eventual return.
Imam Khomeini fulfilled Dr. Sha-
riati’s vision by leading a revolu-
tion that toppled the shah’s re-
gime and established in its place
aviable and resilient Islamic gov-
ernment in Iran, true to the Irani-
an peoples’ Shi’i roots and based
on his concept of Nezam-e Mo-
hammadi of pure Mohammedan
Islam. A constitution incorporat-
ing Imam Khomeini’s principle of
velayat-e faqih, which recognized
the authority of a Supreme Lead-
er as a guardian-ruler during the
occultation of the 12th Imam,
was drafted by a group of Islamic
scholars in the summer of 1979
and approved by an overwhelm-
ing majority of the Iranian people
in December of that year.

Having proved its viability, Imam
Khomeini’s concept of Islamic
government as established in
the Islamic Republic of Iran went
on to prove its resilience in the
face of a relentless onslaught of
economic sanctions, propagan-
da campaigns and proxy wars
all launched under the auspices
of that shaytan-e bozorg, the
United States of America and its
partners in crime. Yet despite the
best (or worst) efforts of this na-
tion of warmongers, the Islamic
Republic of Iran has endured as
testimony to the lasting legacy
of Imam Khomeini, decades
after his heavenly departure in
1989. Furthermore, those who
imagined that the Islamic revo-
lution would pass away with the
Imam were shocked to see that
his death served to renew the
revolutionary zeal of Islam-mind-
ed Iranians.

Beyond establishing an Islam-
ic government in Iran, Imam
Khomeini initiated a seismic
shift in geopolitical tectonics
much to the horror of the U.S.
and its clients. Reacting with
a policy of dual containment,
Washington allowed Saddam’s
forces to invade from Iraq and
supported Wahhabi extremists
in Afghanistan, but the result
was ironic; U.S. forces were en-
snared in ever-expanding, costly
wars and open-ended military
occupations to topple the very
same regimes the Great Satan
had incited against Iran. Moreo-
ver, this ill-conceived, imprudent
U.S. policy only reinforced the
Islamic Republic’s status as a
rising power, thereby securing
Imam Khomeini’s legacy of a via-
ble, resilient Islamic form of gov-
ernance for future generations of
Iranians.

ities n Iran, China, Hong Kong
=

deal’s formal name, the United States
under former president Donald Trump
unilaterally abandoned the pact in
May 2018 and re-imposed crushing
sanctions on Iran.

Trump’s so-called “maximum pres-
sure” campaign did not succeed in
achieving his declared goals, but
the waves of sanctions had a severe
impact on ordinary Iranians, espe-
cially many who were afflicted with
life-threatening diseases.

The sanctions, which Trump’s succes-
sor, Joe Biden, has kept in place, have
limited the financial channels availa-
ble to pay for essential foodstuffs and
medication, damaging supply chains
by restricting the number of suppliers
willing to assist sales of humanitarian

items to the country.

Iran has consistently called the sanc-
tions “economic war,
rorism,” and “medical terrorism.”

”

economic ter-

Iran preparing
9-year compre-
hensive plan to
expand transit
ties with trade
partners

Iranian Transport and Urban
Development Ministry is pre-
paring a five-year comprehen-
sive plan for increasing trans-
portation and transit relations
with Central Asia, as well as
the Persian Gulf and the Sea
of Oman countries, Deputy
Transport Minister Shahriyar
Afandizadeh announced.
According to Afandizadeh,
the mentioned plan is being
prepared in collaboration with
all related bodies, and negoti-
ations are underway for its fi-
nalization under the framework
of several memorandums of
understanding (MOUs) at the
level of the relevant ministers,
IRNA reported.

The plan includes the ba-
sic strategies and executive
roadmap in a step-by-step
manner for the next five years
and will mark the evolution
of the bilateral transport and
transit relations with the tar-
get countries, including the
countries of Central Asia and
the Persian Gulf and the Sea of
Oman, Afandizadeh explained.
This year, the issue of transit
and playing a role in major
programs such as those re-
lated to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization, Economic
Cooperation Organization
(ECO), and Eurasian Econom-
ic Union (EAEU) is one of the
main priorities of the Transport
Ministry in developing trans-
port relations with regional and
extra-regional target countries,
the deputy transport minister
noted.

After seven years of reduction
in the transit of goods from
the country, the growth path
of transit resumed in the past
Iranian calendar year 1400
(ended on March 20, 2022)
and with the passage of 12.65
million tons of goods through
Iran, a growth of 68 percent
was achieved.

The policy of paying attention
to neighbors and develop-
ing political and economic
relations  with  neighboring
countries in the current gov-
ernment, increasing attention
to road and rail routes in the
world, and the efforts and co-
operation of transportation and
trade-related  organizations
in establishing or activating
corridors through the country
has led to significant growth in
transit of goods through Iran.
Iran is one of the countries
with a special status in trade
and transit relations due to its
strategic location and special
geography, as the country is
the passage of several impor-
tant international corridors.
Considering its geographical
location, Iran can play a signifi-
cant role in the transit of goods
in the region and benefit a lot
from its status in this due.
Paying attention to upstream
documents, especially the
country’s development plans,
and the government’s decision
to develop transit, paying spe-
cial attention to infrastructure
development, reducing tran-
sit time, making it cheaper to
cross Iran, and making more
advantages over competitors,
due to the short path for cus-
tomers, can lead to facilitating
the development of transit so
that the country can reach the
desired growth in this due.
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Iran-Saudi nuclear
cooperation possi-
ble: report

Iran and Saudi Arabia can initiate
nuclear cooperation in light of the
recent thaw in their relations, a
news website linked to Iran’s top
security body has said.

Nour News said Iran’s nuclear
technology can be transferred to
Saudi Arabia in accordance with
international laws and under the
supervision of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
“Given the opposition of the Zi-
onists to a nuclear Saudi Arabia,
in the new chapter of relations
between Tehran and Riyadh, co-
operation in the field of peaceful
nuclear technologies and trans-
fer of Iran’s experiments and
achievements to this country in
accordance with international
laws and under the supervision
of the Agency can be one of the
main axes of bilateral relations,”
Nour News said on Twitter.
The news comes amid an im-
provement in Iran-Saud relations
after seven years. The Iranian
embassy in Saudi Arabia was re-
opened on Tuesday in accordance
with the March 10 agreement be-
tween Tehran and Riyadh, which
was brokered by China.

Iran’s new ambassador to Sau-
di Arabia is Mohammad Reza
Enayati, who was the director
of the Persian Gulf department
at the Foreign Ministry. Enayati
was a participant in the dialogue
between Iran and Saudi Arabia
hosted by China in March.
Since the sides agreed to reestab-
lish ties on March 10, the foreign
ministers of the two countries
have met twice: one in Beijing on
April 6 and another in Cape Town
on June 2.

In his Cape Town meeting with
Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal
bin Farhan, Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
expressed satisfaction with the
good progress made in bilateral
ties, saying the ambassadors of
the two countries have been intro-
duced fortunately and the stage
has been set for the opening of
the embassies and consulates of
the two countries.

He also thanked Saudi Arabia
for making preparations and
providing facilities for Iran’s Hajj
pilgrims.

The top Iranian diplomat added
that in the previous talks, the two
sides discussed the necessity of
strengthening the commercial
and economic relations between
the two countries, and that his
Saudi counterpart’s upcoming
visit to Tehran will be an oppor-
tunity for further discussions
and exchange of views aimed at
boosting bilateral relations in var-
ious fields.

He considered BRICS as a new
opportunity for multilateral coop-
eration between Iran and Saudi
Arabia and other member coun-
tries of the group, especially in
economic and commercial fields.
Likewise, the Saudi foreign min-
ister expressed satisfaction with
the very good progress achieved
in bilateral relations with Iran.
Bin Farhan thanked the lIranian
side for the valuable assistance
in welcoming the Saudi techni-
cal delegation in order to lay the
groundwork for the opening of
the Saudi embassy and consulate
in Iran.

He added that with the very good
bilateral cooperation, the two
sides quickly passed the stages of
appointing ambassadors and set-
ting the stage for the opening of
political and consular missions,
and the two states are moving
towards a new stage in their re-
lations, which will serve the in-
terests of the two nations and the
entire region.

The top Saudi diplomat also said
he will visit Tehran soon.
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TEDPIX loses
1,100 points on

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), lost 1,100
points to 2.288 million on Wednes-

day.

As reported, over 9.224 billion secu-
rities worth 66.805 trillion rials (about
$159 million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most important
one. The other three ones are Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran En-
ergy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter  (OTC)  market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

These are the jobs
that Al can’t replace

Source:

By:

Explore and monitor how Artificial In-
telligence is affecting economies, in-
dustries and global issues

e Al is unlikely to be able to replace
jobs requiring human skills such as
judgement, creativity, physical dexter-
ity and emotional intelligence.

¢ As a result, the highest job growth in
2023-2027 is expected to be for agri-
cultural equipment operators, drivers
of heavy trucks and buses, and voca-
tional education teachers, according to
the World Economic Forum’s Future of
Jobs Report 2023.

e The skills most in demand from em-
ployers over the next five years will in-
clude analytical thinking, empathy and
active listening, and leadership and so-
cial influence, according to the report.
I've just asked ChatGPT this question:
“What jobs will Al be unable to re-

place?”

Within seconds it has whizzed out a
275-word answer. When | asked it to
edit its answer down to under 50 words,
it was a lot slower. A lot, lot slower.

e Jobs that require human judgement
and decision-making

e Jobs that require complex and nu-
anced communication.

It also said that Al will not displace
jobs that require:

* Social and emotional intelligence

e Creativity and innovation

* Physical dexterity and mobility.

The jobs that are safest from Al
Surveys conducted for the Future of
Jobs Report suggest that the highest
job growth in 2023-2027 will be for
agricultural equipment operators, for
drivers of heavy trucks and buses,
and for vocational education teachers.

Mechanics and machinery repairers
follow in fourth place.

This suggests that one of the human
brain’s biggest advantages over Al is
the fact that it is attached to a real hu-
man body.

Jobs in agriculture

There is expected to be a 30% rise in
jobs for agricultural professionals in
the coming five years, according to
the 2023 report. That’s an additional 3
million roles.

The rising use of agricultural technolo-
gies and increasing investments in cli-
mate change adaptation are also lead-
ing to an expansion in agriculture jobs.
Jobs in education

Jobs growth of 10% is expected in the
education industry by 2027, according
to surveys for the Future of Jobs Re-
port 2023. This could mean another

3 million jobs in vocational education
and higher education.

The skills most in demand are — as
ChatGPT mentioned — analytical and
creative thinking. Other skills near the
top of employers’ wish lists are:

e Empathy and active listening

* Motivation and self-awareness

* Leadership and social influence

* Talent management

e Service orientation and customer
service.

These are all highly human skills that
remain outside the skill set of Al.
Supply-chain and logistics jobs

“The white-collar employee’s future is
more threatened than the Uber driver,
because we still don’t have self-driving
cars, but Al can certainly write reports,”
Martin Ford, author of Rule of the Ro-
bots: How Artificial Intelligence Will

Transform Everything, told the BBC.
“In many cases, more educated work-
ers are going to be threatened more
than the least educated workers. Think
of the person that works cleaning ho-
tel rooms — it’s really hard to automate
that job.”

Overall, 50% of organizations ultimate-
ly expect Al to create job growth, while
only 25% see it leading to job losses,
the Forum report says.

When | asked ChatGPT for its take on
whether more jobs will be created or
lost because of Al, this is what it said:
“The impact of Al on job creation or
loss is a complex and multifaceted
issue, and the answer will depend on
various factors such as the specific
industry, type of work, and the level
of implementation and adoption of Al
technology.”

Russian diplomat blasts US, £ for makmg unfounded claims agamst Iran

~

seriously.”

During a meeting of the IAEA Board of Governors
in Vienna on Tuesday, a senior Russian diplomat
lambasted the United States and its European allies
for leveling false charges against Iran for its nucle-
ar program, saying that “it is difficult to take them

Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia’s permanent representative
to international organizations in Vienna, urged the
U.S. and the E3 — France, Germany, and the UK —
to return to the Vienna negotiations to complete a

10 1dle production units
to he revived i Ardebil province by next March

As announced by a provincial official, 40
idle production units will be revived in Ar-
debil province, in the northwest of Iran,
by the end of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20, 2024).

Ramin Sadeqi, the head of the province’s
Industry, Mining and Trade Department,
also announced that 200 new units will
be added to the province’s production and
industrial units this year.

The official has previously announced
that 43 idle production units were revived
in the province during the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20).
Sadeqi said that the mentioned units re-
turning to the production cycle created
jobs for 750 persons.

He mentioned removing production bar-
riers, maintaining and creating new and
sustainable employment as a guarantee
of economic development and added that
due to the government’s prioritization of
production boom and job creation, the
province’s Industry, Mining and Trade De-
partment examines the existing problems
and legal obstacles, through cooperation
with the executive bodies, and tries to re-
move them.

Sadeqi further announced that there are
1,056 production units in Ardebil prov-
ince, of which 91 percent are active and
nine percent are stagnant.

As announced by the head of Iran Small
Industries and Industrial Parks Organiza-
tion (ISIPO), 1,714 idle production units
were revived in the country in the past
year.

Referring to the Leader's emphasis on

knowledge-based employment last year,
Ali Rasoulian said: “We have formulated a
coherent operational package to support
knowledge-based companies and consid-
ered incentives and advantages for giving
land to such companies.”

He added: “Last year, we gave land to
more than a hundred knowledge-based
companies, and we managed to meet 107
out of 378 technological needs of these
companies, which were previously met
from abroad, inside the country.”
Pointing out that a good relationship
has been established between knowl-
edge-based companies and large enter-
prises, the deputy industry, mining and
trade minister announced that 120 com-
panies were added to the list of knowl-
edge-based companies last year.

“We agreed with the Technology Depart-
ment of the Ministry of Science to estab-
lish knowledge-based parks in industrial
estates so that companies can take ad-
vantage of these parks”, he added.
Referring to this year’s slogan, which is
“Inflation Control, Production Growth”,
Rasoulian said: “We must control infla-
tion and increase production because
these two have serious effects on each
other.”

He called providing industrial infrastruc-
ture and supporting small industries as
requirements for production growth and
said: “Supporting small industries and
providing their financial resources and in-
volving the private sector are our goals.”
Stating that handing over affairs to the
private sector is one of the policies of the

Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade,
the official emphasized: “It is easier to
revive the stagnant units than to provide
financial support to the units, and there-
fore we are trying to connect the driving
companies to the stagnant units.”

The ISIPO head further announced the
preparation of investment packages for
the participation of the private sector and
said: “We are creating workshops for
small enterprises and are identifying en-
terprises with competitive products.”
According to Rasoulian, the approach of
reviving the idle units is very important
since the country has been dealing with
the most severe international sanctions
for many years; and it relies more than
ever on domestic production.

Of course, what is seen as the result of
the efforts of the ISIPO, as one of the
main organizations in charge of boosting
the country’s production, planning and
diligent follow-up to revive the stagnant
production units, fortunately, the work in
this due is on the right track, the official
has stated, highlighting that revival of
each stagnant production and industrial
unit leads to job creation and return to
work of 18 people on average.

He stressed that reviving idle produc-
tion units is the main approach that the
government is currently following in the
industry sector.

The government is seriously pursuing
its programs to resolve production units’
problems in collaboration with the private
sector; Very good planning has been
done in this regard, Rasoulian said.

deal that would revive the 2015 international accord
on Iran’s nuclear program.

“In the #IAEA BoG Western states expressed nu-
merous complaints and concerns about nuclear
programme of #lran. It’s difficult to take them se-
riously, because the #US and #E3 can help settle
these problems fast if they return to the #Vienna-
Talks to finalise the agreement on #JCPOA,” Uly-
anov tweeted. During the board meeting on the ver-
ification and inspection of Iran’s nuclear activities

according to UN Security Council Resolution 2231,
representatives of the United States, the Europe-
an Union, and the E3 renewed their accusations
against the country’s nuclear program.

They urged Iran to fully comply with its responsibil-
ities under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), which was signed in 2015, without nam-
ing the United States as the party whose unilateral
exit from the deal in 2018 placed the pact’s future
in doubt.

The regional nations should embrace a
new approach to regional security that
is focused on development rather than
militarism, according to Iran’s new am-
bassador to Saudi Arabia.

Ali-Reza Enayati made the statements
to Iran’s Arabic-language al-Alam tel-
evision news network on Tuesday, the
day the Iranian embassy was officially
reopened in Riyadh.

“Today, we are after more cooperation
with each other and prioritize the issue
of regional security based on the con-
cept of development,” the ambassador
stressed.

Enayati said that militarization of the
security issue is “a great mistake,”
adding that security cannot be obtained
by either guns, ammunition, or military
troops.

He went to add that for decades the
United States and its Western allies
have pushed the region’s nations
to spend billions of dollars on cut-
ting-edge weapons.

“The Western allies have been exten-
sively investing in the anatomization
of the countries in the region against
one another through either political
pressure or media-delivered misinfor-

[riumian ambassador to Rivadh outlmes
viewpornt on reglonal security

mation in order to improve sales,” he
remarked.

He said that Tehran has consistently
cautioned the regional players to avoid
being seduced by Western offers.
Enayati underscored that Iran believes
regional nations must work together
to secure the region, adding security
cannot be brought in from elsewhere
or achieved by external military inter-
vention.

“In its new sense, security has to be
based on economic, commercial, so-
cial, and cultural development,” Enayati
noted, saying the Islamic Republic wel-
comes such a vantage point.

Enayati made the comments after be-
ing appointed as Iran’s new ambassa-
dor to Riyadh.

China successfully mediated negotia-
tions between Iran and Saudi Arabia in
March, which resulted in the signing of
an accord that allowed the restoration
of their diplomatic ties after a protract-
ed period of estrangement.

Before Iran and Saudi Arabia officially
sign the deal to restore ties, Iraq and
Oman hosted several rounds of talks
between negotiators from Iran and
Saudi Arabia.
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