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fense minister

Iran’s deputy defense minister has
said that despite the country’s ca-
pacity to increase the range of its
missiles, the Leader has ordered that
it should be limited to 2,000 kilom-
eters.

In a televised interview on Friday
night, Deputy Defense Minister Briga-
dier General Mahdi Farahi stated that
Iran has the technological capability
to boost the range of its missiles to
over 2,000 kilometers.

“The Defense Ministry obeys the
country’s major policies and orders
of Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, which
is why it has limited the range of mis-
siles to 2,000 kilometers although it
is able to manufacture missiles with
longer ranges,” the Defense Ministry
official stated.

The general went on to say that that
the precision-guided Kheibar (Kho-
ramshahr 4) missile, which was un-
veiled on Thursday, can hit targets
with a margin of error of minus 30
meters at a distance of 2,000 kilom-
eters.

Based on the remarks of the deputy
minister, the new missile could be
ready for launch in less than 15 min-
utes and could store its liquid fuel for
three years.

He added that there is a 12-minute
delay between the missile launch and
the attack.

Iran’s ballistic missile capabilities un-
derwent a considerable improvement
with the Kheibar launch, showing the
nation’s dedication to bolstering its
defense and deterrence capability.
Officials in Iran have always main-
tained that their nation’s military
might is only for self-defense.
The Iranian Defense Ministry un-
veiled the 2000-km precision guided
Kheibar missile on Thursday morn-
ing.

The projectile, powered by liquid fuel,
is able to carry a 1,500 kg warhead.
The missile was unveiled on the 41st
anniversary of the liberation of Khor-
ramshahr.

It has an extended range, advanced
guidance and control system.
Such projectiles, classified among
the Khorramshahr missiles, have an
impressive strategic and tactical ca-
pabilities. They are known for their
unique guidance and control system
during the mid-flight phase.

Upon entry into the atmosphere the
missile deactivates its guidance sys-
tem, providing it with a complete
immunity against electronic warfare
attacks.

Due to its advanced control system,
Kheibar’s warhead does not require
the typical thin-wing arrangement,
which in turn allows the missile to
pack up a heavier explosive load, ac-
cording to Press TV.

The high speed at which the warhead
makes impact with the designated
target prevents enemy air defense
systems from detecting, tracking,
and taking action to shoot down the
missile.

Moreover, its powerful engine ena-
bles the missile to reach speeds of 16
Mach outside the atmosphere and 8
Mach within the atmosphere.
Defense Minister Mohammad Reza
Ashtiani said the missile sends the
message that “we are fully commit-
ted to defending our country and the
achievements of the Islamic Revolu-
tion.”

He added, “The message of this
move for our friends is to help peace
and stability in the region and com-
prehensive support for our friends
and countries that are on the path of
the campaign against the domination
system and their position is vigilant
and peaceful.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, the de-
fense chief said, “We are taking
steps to equip the Armed Forces in
various sectors of defense such as
missiles, drones, air defense, and
more, and undoubtedly, and more
(achievements) will be unveiled in
the future.”

Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si stressed the necessity of
strengthening unity among the
members of the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), in a bid to
nullify the division created by
the West.

Making the remarks during a
meeting with OPEC Secretary
General Haitham Al Ghais, in
Tehran on Saturday, when Oil
Minister Javad Qji was also
present, the president said:
“Some Western countries seek
to create division and disagree-
ments among OPEC member
countries to secure their inter-
ests, and the OPEC members
should prevent the realization
of these goals by strengthening
their cohesion.”

He considered the constructive
cooperation of the OPEC mem-

Iran’s east.
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In an official statement, police an-
nounced that an Iranian border guard
lost his life and two others were injured.
As a result, Abrisham Bridge (Silk
Bridge), the busiest border between

Spirtt of Alliance

bers with each other as an im-
portant factor in the success of
this international organization
and added: “The Islamic Re-
public of Iran has always had a
constructive cooperation with
this organization and we are
determined to continue and
improve the level of coopera-
tion.”

The president further men-
tioned supporting the rights of
oil producers and preventing
discrimination against them
as the philosophy of forming
OPEC, and expressed hope that
OPEC can bring peace to the
oil market in the new period of
activity.

‘Iran has always had effective,
constructive co-op with OPEC’
During the meeting with the
Iranian president and oil min-
ister, OPEG Secretary General

ruz province.

uchestan.

Iran and Afghanistan, has been closed.
According to reports, the border clash-
es took place in the Makaki region near
the Kang districts in Afghanistan’s Nim-

The region lies near Zabol in Iran’s
southeastern province of Sistan-Bal-

The cause of the clash is still unknown.

Haitham Al Ghais stated that
the Islamic Republic of Iran, as
one of the founding members
of OPEC, has always had use-
ful, effective, and constructive
cooperation with this organi-
zation and its members, and
reminded: “Iran, both at the
ministerial level and at the tech-
nical level has always acted in
the direction of strengthening
the cohesion and unity of OPEC
members.”

He also described the situa-
tion of the oil market and said:
“I hope that with the unity of
OPEC members and benefiting
from the constructive support
and cooperation of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, we will be able
to bring peace to the market.”
The OPEC secretary general
arrived in Tehran on Friday for
reviewing the oil market situa-

cident.

morning.

He added, “They were faced with fierce =%
reaction by (Iranian) border guards.”

Qassem Rezaei said Taliban forces
started shooting at the Sasoli police
station about 10 o’clock on Saturday

tion, as well as the supply and
demand outlook, with the Ira-
nian officials, and exchange of
views on the upcoming meet-
ing of OPEC members and the
ministerial meeting of the OPEC
Plus (an entity consisting of
the 13 OPEC members and 10
of the world’s major non-OPEC
oil-exporting countries).

Iran has always asked fellow
OPEC members to “refrain
from any unilateral measures”,
warning that would undermine
the unity of OPEC.

The Islamic Republic has called
on members not to take uni-
lateral measures that would
undermine the unity and inde-
pendence of OPEC and provoke
the U.S. to take action against
Iran.

Reacting to Iran’s approach in
this regard, the former OPEC

(fashes erupt at Iran-Afghanistan border; one Iranian martyred

On Saturday, the Iranian border po-
lice and Taliban troops engaged in an
exchange of fire in a border region in

A senior Iranian police officer put the
blame on the Taliban forces for the in-

secretary general said there
were no unilateral decisions in
the organization.

Mohammad Sanusi Barkindo
said; “Regarding the issue of
Iran and the sanctions, Iran had
been faced with similar chal-
lenges in recent years and | am
sure that it can overcome these
issues.”

“Over the 60 years since the es-
tablishment of OPEC, we have
faced many challenges, but
what has always helped us is
the unity of member stations.
If we can preserve this unity,
we can overcome the problems
again,” the late OPEC secretary
general said in an interview in
Tehran on the sidelines of the
Iran Qil Show.

‘Iran ready to help maintain
global energy security away
from politics’

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji
has stressed that the global en-
ergy market needs an increase
in the supply of Iranian oil, say-
ing: “As a major producer of oil
and petroleum products, we are
always ready to play our role in
maintaining global energy se-
curity away from politics.”
Speaking after an OPEC+ meet-
ing last September, Oji noted
that the role and importance
of Iran’s supply of energy re-
sources, including oil, gas,
and petroleum products, is of
double importance in ensuring
the stability and security of the
world’s energy.

“We have always declared that
Iran is ready to contribute to
the improvement of energy se-
curity in the world by avoiding
the political use of energy. The
global energy market needs an
increase in the supply of oil and
natural gas from Iran,” the min-
ister said.

£5 1dle production units revived m Ardebil province i a vear

As announced by a provincial official, 43 idle pro-
duction units were revived in Ardebil province, in
the northwest of Iran, during the past Iranian calen-
dar year 1401 (ended on March 20).

Ramin Sadeqi, the head of the province’s Industry,
Mining and Trade Department, said that the men-
tioned units returning to the production cycle creat-
ed jobs for 750 persons.

He mentioned removing production barriers, main-
taining and creating new and sustainable employ-
ment as a guarantee of economic development and
added that due to the government’s prioritization of
production boom and job creation, the province’s
Industry, Mining and Trade Department examines
the existing problems and legal obstacles, through
cooperation with the executive bodies, and tries to
remove them.

Sadeqi further announced that there are 1,056 pro-
duction units in Ardebil province, of which 91 per-
cent are active and nine percent are stagnant.

As announced by the head of Iran Small Industries
and Industrial Parks Organization (ISIPO), 1,714
idle production units were revived in the country in
the past year.

Referring to the Leader’s emphasis on knowl-
edge-based employment last year, Ali Rasoulian
said: “We have formulated a coherent operational
package to support knowledge-based companies
and considered incentives and advantages for giv-
ing land to such companies.”

He added: “Last year, we gave land to more than
a hundred knowledge-based companies, and we
managed to meet 107 out of 378 technological
needs of these companies, which were previously
met from abroad, inside the country.”

Pointing out that a good relationship has been es-
tablished between knowledge-based companies
and large enterprises, the deputy industry, mining
and trade minister announced that 120 companies
were added to the list of knowledge-based compa-
nies last year.

“We agreed with the Technology Department of the
Ministry of Science to establish knowledge-based
parks in industrial estates so that companies can
take advantage of these parks”, he added.
Referring to this year’s slogan, which is “Inflation
Control, Production Growth”, Rasoulian said: “We
must control inflation and increase production be-
cause these two have serious effects on each other.”
He called providing industrial infrastructure and
supporting small industries as requirements for
production growth and said: “Supporting small in-

dustries and providing their financial resources and
involving the private sector are our goals.”

Stating that handing over affairs to the private sec-
tor is one of the policies of the Ministry of Industry,
Mining and Trade, the official emphasized: “It is
easier to revive the stagnant units than to provide
financial support to the units, and therefore we are
trying to connect the driving companies to the stag-
nant units.”

The ISIPO head further announced the preparation
of investment packages for the participation of the
private sector and said: “We are creating workshops
for small enterprises and are identifying enterprises
with competitive products.”

According to Rasoulian, the approach of reviving
the idle units is very important since the country
has been dealing with the most severe international
sanctions for many years; and it relies more than
ever on domestic production.

Of course, what is seen as the result of the efforts
of the ISIPO, as one of the main organizations in
charge of boosting the country’s production, plan-
ning and diligent follow-up to revive the stagnant
production units, fortunately, the work in this due
is on the right track, the official has stated, high-
lighting that revival of each stagnant production and
industrial unit leads to job creation and return to
work of 18 people on average.

He stressed that reviving idle production units is
the main approach that the government is currently
following in the industry sector.

The government is seriously pursuing its programs
to resolve production units’ problems in collabora-
tion with the private sector; Very good planning has
been done in this regard, Rasoulian said.

Tehran, Tashkent
stress  bhoosting

economic ties us-
ing preferential

Iran and Uzbekistan have
stressed the need for ex-
panding economic ties by
signing a preferential trade
agreement (PTA) and remov-
ing the obstacles in the way
of trade relations, Fars News
Agency reported.

As reported, in a meeting
between the Acting Head
of lIran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) Mehdi
Zeyghami and Uzbekistan
Ambassador to Tehran Ab-
dullaev Bakhodir Barotovich,
the two sides discussed
various issues including the
preparations for holding the
two countries’ joint eco-
nomic committee meeting
in Tashkent and the recent
visit of Uzbekistan's Presi-
dent Shavkat Mirziyoyev to
Tehran.

Speaking at the meeting,
Barotovich said Iran is the
closest access route to the
open sea for this country and
demanded the removal of ob-
stacles to the transit of goods
through Iran.

He expressed hope that a
roadmap for economic co-
operation between the two
countries with a target of one
billion dollars of annual trade
will be signed during the
upcoming visit of the Uzbek
president to Tehran and said:
“With the removal of transit
obstacles, trade exchanges
between Iran and Uzbekistan
will reach four billion dol-
lars.”

The ambassador also an-
nounced his country’s inter-
est in holding business con-
ferences and special events
to connect the businessmen
of the two countries.
Zeyghmi for his part said Iran
will take the necessary meas-
ures to remove the obstacles
on the way of the transit of
Uzbek goods and said: “The
planning of the Iran-Uzbek-
istan business conference
with the presence of busi-
nessmen from the two coun-
tries is underway during the
visit of President Mirziyoyev
to Tehran.”

Back in late April, the secre-
tary of Iran’s Free Zones High
Council negotiated with the
officials of the free trade and
special economic zones of
Uzbekistan about the estab-
lishment of a joint free zone
between the two countries,
during a two-day visit to
Tashkent.

As reported, Hojatollah Ab-
dolmaleki  participated in
the international investment
meeting of Uzbekistan, which
was held in the presence
of the president and other
high-ranking officials of this
country and heads of interna-
tional and regional financial
organizations and institu-
tions.

By visiting several free and
special zones of Uzbekistan,
the Iranian official discussed
the benefit and use of joint
capacities and opportunities
for investment and trade be-
tween the two countries.
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Taliban should not
use language of
threat: MP

An Iranian lawmaker has
called on the Taliban to aban-
don its use of language of
threat vis-a-vis Iran and resort
to diplomacy when to comes
to Iran’s water rights.

The lawmaker, Fada Hossein
Maleki, who is a member of
the Iranian Parliament’s Na-
tional Security and Foreign
Policy Committee, said dif-
ferences between Iran and
Afghanistan can be solved
through  diplomacy.

In remarks to IRNA, Maleki
said, “We expect the Taliban
to pay attention to the histor-
ical relations between the two
nations of Iran and Afghan-
istan and to know that Iran
has stood by Afghanistan in
all situations. They should not
use inappropriate language to
address us. Some of the vid-
e0s published on the internet
show our border guards talk-
ing to the Taliban and they
[the Taliban] use threatening
language, which is not correct
at all and is outside of interna-
tional norms.”

Maleki, also a former Iranian
ambassador to Afghanistan,
said Iran expects the Taliban
to respect Iran’s water share
of Helmand River, which has
been at the center of tensions
between Tehran and Kabul
in recent days. “The demand
of Iran, our nation and gov-
ernment from Afghanistan is
that the treaty related to Iran’s
share of Helmand be imple-
mented as soon as possible.
The Taliban should pay atten-
tion to the international treaty
regarding Helmand’s water
share and good neighborli-
ness,” the lawmaker added.
He continued, “If their nega-
tive behavior continues and
they do not pay attention to
international agreements and
treaties, relations will definite-
ly be damaged.”

Recently, Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi warned the
Taliban against disrespecting
Iran’s water rights.

He said, “I want to tell the rul-
ers of Afghanistan not to con-
sider my words as normal, but
to take them very seriously; |
warn the officials and rulers of
Afghanistan to give the rights
of the people and the region of
Sistan and Baluchistan imme-
diately.”

Referring to some published
claims that the dam built on
Helmand does not have much
water or that part of it is sedi-
ments, he stated, “Our experts
should be given permission to
investigate this issue as soon
as possible, if our experts con-
firm this, very well, there is no
problem; we have no dispute
about the lack of water, but if
there is water, this right should
be given to the people of Sis-
tan and Baluchistan and we
will not allow the rights of the
people to be lost in any way.”
Maleki said after Raisi’s warn-
ing, the issue of Iran’s water
rights was put on the agenda
at a higher level. “After the
president’s position regarding
Iran’s water share of Helmand,
this issue was followed up at a
higher level of the system and
it was decided that this issue
should be prioritized on Iran’s
foreign policy agenda,” Maleki
noted.
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Hypertension, or high blood pressure,
is when your blood travels through
blood vessels with more force than
is considered healthy. When blood
pressure is high, it can damage artery
and blood vessel walls over time. This
leads to dangerous complications and
even death if left untreated.

High blood pressure has no symp-
toms, until you begin to experience
complications. That’s why it’s impor-
tant to have yours checked regularly
and know your numbers.

Circulatory system

Damage caused by high blood pres-
sure starts small and builds over time.
The longer it goes undiagnosed or
uncontrolled, the more serious your
risks.

Your blood vessels and major arteries
carry blood throughout the body and
supply it to vital organs and tissue.
When the pressure at which blood
travels gets increased, it begins to
damage artery walls.

Damage starts as small tears. As these
artery wall tears begin to form, bad
cholesterol flowing through the blood
starts to attach itself to the tears. More
and more cholesterol builds up in the
walls, making the artery narrow. Less
blood is able to get through.

When the proper amount of blood
can’t move through a blocked artery, it
causes damage to the tissue or organ
it's supposed to reach. In the heart,
this can mean chest pain, irregular
heartbeat, or a heart attack.

The heart also has to work harder, but
is less effective with high blood pres-
sure and blocked arteries. Eventually,
the extra work can lead to an enlarged

[rantan parlia-
mentary team
visits location
ol deadly horder
attack

A parliamentary delegation from the
National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee paid a visit to the location of
the deadly armed attack that took place
earlier this month on the border with Pa-
kistan.

Shahriar Heidari, a member of the Com-
mittee, led the delegation. The visit took
place on Thursday.

Last week, five Iranian border guards
were killed during an attack by gunmen
in the border region of Mak Soukhteh in
Sistan-Baluchistan province. Two of the
victims are officers and the remaining
three are conscripts.

The troops serving in the border regi-
ment of Saravan clashed with a group
of gunmen who were trying to cross the
border near the Mazesar border post, the
Iranian police said, adding that the terror-
ists fled the scene after sustaining heavy
losses, according to Tasnim.

The attack took place in Saravan County
which is only 40 kilometers away from
the border with Pakistan. Earlier, the
deputy commander of the Iranian police
and the commander of the Iranian bor-
der guards traveled to the location of the
clash.

Heidari said the Iranian troops resist-
ed from their location at the border
post’s turret for an hour. “Five people
of the border guards were stationed
in the turret that was destroyed by the
group for about an hour. The terrorists

/

TEDPIX drops
34,000 points
on Saturday
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TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most important
one. The other three ones are Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran En-
ergy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter ~ (OTC)  market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped
34,715 points to 2.311 million on
Saturday.

As reported, over 12,139 billion secu-
rities worth 98.739 trillion rials (about
$235 million) were traded at the TSE.
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left ventricle, which is the part of the
heart that pumps blood to the body.
This also puts you at a higher risk of
having a heart attack.

Heart failure is when your heart be-
comes so weak and damaged from
high blood pressure, working hard, or
a previous heart attack, that it stops
being able to pump blood through your
body effectively. Signs of heart failure
include:

* shortness of breath

e trouble breathing

 swelling in the feet, ankles, legs, or
abdomen

* feeling tired

High blood pressure can also cause a
bulge to form in a damaged artery. This
is known as an aneurysm. The bulge
gets larger and larger and often isn’t
found until it causes pain by pressing
on another area of the body, or bursts.
A ruptured aneurysm can be deadly if
it’s in one of your major arteries. This
can happen anywhere in the body.
Nervous system

High blood pressure may play a role
in dementia and cognitive decline over
time. Reduced blood flow to the brain
causes memory and thinking prob-
lems. You might have trouble remem-
bering or understanding things, or lose
focus during conversations.

The same damage that high blood
pressure causes to blood vessels and
arteries in the heart can happen to the
arteries in the brain. When a larger
blockage of blood to the brain occurs,
it's called a stroke. If parts of the brain
can’t get the oxygen they receive from
blood, cells begin to die.

Your survival rate and likelihood of
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first asked the Iranian border guards to
surrender, but the brave border guards
of our country preferred martyrdom to
surrender. And this shows the sacri-
fice, interest and courage of the border
guards towards the soil of the country,”
he said, according to the parliamentary
news agency ICANA.

He also said that the assailants were
backed by foreign powers. “Based on the
geographical conditions of this region, it
is quite clear that the foreign services on
the other side of the border had a close
relationship with the terrorist group
and definitely helped them in providing
equipment,” he added.

He continued, “The authorities should
pay special attention to equipping the
country’s border guards, and | expect my
colleagues in the parliament to soon put
the plan to strengthen the border guards
on the agenda so that the border guards
of the Islamic Republic of Iran can be
strengthened in terms of quality and
quantity.”

Heidari said, “In the course of the clash,
with the planning of the border guard
commander and the border regiment and
readiness, the turrets around the border
guard helped as soon as possible. The
border guards targeted the enemy’s loca-
tion in different places, some of the bad
guys were injured in this conflict.”

He also called on Pakistan to ensure
border security. “The expectation of the

permanent brain damage depends on
how severe the stroke is and how fast
you receive treatment.

Blood vessels in the eyes can be dam-
aged as well. If they burst or bleed, it
can cause vision difficulties, like blur-
riness or blindness.

Skeletal system

High blood pressure can cause bone
loss, known as osteoporosis, by
increasing the amount of calcium
your body gets rid of when you uri-
nate. Women who have already gone
through menopause are especially at
risk.

Osteoporosis weakens your bones
and makes it easier for fractures and
breaks to happen.

Respiratory system

Like the brain and heart, arteries in the
lungs can be damaged and blocked.
When the artery that carries blood to
your lungs gets blocked, it’s called a
pulmonary embolism. This is very se-
rious and requires immediate medical
attention. An aneurysm can also hap-
pen in the lung.

Sleep apnea is a sleep disorder that
causes loud snoring and breathing
interruptions during a night’s sleep.
People with sleep apnea often don’t
feel rested when they wake up in the
morning. Research has linked the con-
dition to high blood pressure, since
many people who are diagnosed with
sleep apnea also have high blood pres-
sure.

Urinary system

Your kidneys help remove waste
from the blood, regulate blood vol-
ume and pressure, and filter waste out
through urine. In order to do this well,

7] B
Islamic Republic of Iran from Pakistan is
that this country also pays attention to
the security of the border and this issue is
very important for Iran. The foreign min-
isters of Iran and Pakistan should moni-
tor these issues and Pakistan should take
measures to ensure the security of the
common borders so that we do not wit-
ness the repetition of such unfortunate
events.”
The delegation also visited the Iran-Af-
ghanistan border.
He called on Pakistan to ensure border
security and on Afghanistan to respect
Iran’s water rights. “Ensuring the security
of the borders and water rights of Hel-
mand is mandatory according to interna-
tional treaties.”
Heidari noted, “The two countries of Iran
and Pakistan have concerns about their
common borders, but today only the
Islamic Republic of Iran has been active
and has taken measures to ensure the
security of these borders.”
The lawmaker said Iran is also ready to
conduct operations inside Pakistan to
ensure security if Islamabad is unable to
do so. He said such an operation can be
done with Pakistan’s approval.
“Pakistan must respect the right of neigh-
bor, because the border tensions that oc-
cur under the influence of some currents
and with the help of the equipment of for-
eign services harm the relations between
Iran and Pakistan,” he continued.

ects of Hypertension on the Body

By:

they need healthy blood vessels.
High blood pressure can dam-
age the larger blood vessels
leading to your kidneys and
the smaller vessels inside
your kidneys. Over time,
this damage prevents the
kidneys from doing their
job properly. This is called
kidney disease and can
lead to kidney failure.

High blood pressure is one
of the major causes of kidney
failure. People with kidney
failure no longer have the
ability to remove waste from
their body and will either need
dialysis or a transplant.
Takeaway

Hypertension causes dam-
age slowly over a long
period of time without no-
ticeable symptoms. That’s
why it’s important to practice
healthy habits, like regular exer-
cise and eating a diet that’s low
in sugar, salt and unhealthy fats.
You should also have your blood
pressure checked and know your
numbers. Blood pressure can be
managed and being aware of your high
blood pressure can help you and your
doctor to control it better.

.
[raq security chief heads to Kurdistan for

(alks on horder 1ssues concernimg Iran

Iragi National Security Advisor
Qassem Al-Araji arrived in lraqi
Kurdistan on Saturday for talks
on border issues with Iran.
Al-Araji arrived in Sulaymani-
yah on orders from Iragi Prime
Minister Mohammad Sudani to
review measures related to the
implementation of the security
agreement between Iran and Iraq
regarding border security.

“Under the direction of the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces, the National Security Ad-
visor went to Sulaymaniyah Gov-
ernorate at the head of a security
delegation to discuss the proce-
dures of the security agreement
between Iraq and Iran,” the office
of Al-Araji said in a statement.
The visit comes after Iran issued
a warning to the Iraqi government
to implement the security agree-
ment signed between Tehran and
Baghdad regarding border secu-
rity.

A senior commander of the Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) has said Irag has made a
commitment to disarm and drive
out anti-lranian militants oper-
ating in the semi-autonomous
Kurdistan region.

“We are waiting for the Iraqi gov-
ernment to keep its promises, and
we have given them a chance to
get rid of the terrorists. Other-
wise, and if nothing is done, the
IRGC strikes would continue,”
Brigadier General Mohammad
Pakpour, commander of the IRGC
Ground Force, stated last week.
When asked by Tasnim if there
is a limit in months or days, the
general responded that the Iraqi
government itself is aware of the
time limit.

The top diplomats of Iran and

Iraqg held a phone conversation
on Thursday in which they under-
lined the need to implement se-
curity agreements signed by both
countries.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian and his Iraqi
counterpart Fuad Hussein also
addressed the latest status of re-
lations between Tehran and Bagh-
dad.

Stressing the need to carry out
an agreement on security cooper-
ation between Iran and Iraq, the
foreign ministers weighed plans
for stronger regional collabora-
tion, Tasnim reported.

The two senior diplomats empha-
sized the necessity for the imple-
mentation of a security agree-
ment the two neighbors signed in
March.

Earlier this month, Iranian Intelli-
gence Minister Esmail Khatib said
that Irag’s central government
has provided guarantees on the
security of Iran’s borders with
Iraqi Kurdistan.

Speaking at a judicial gathering
in Mashhad, Khatib said Iran
has recently detained a terror-
ist group that tried to cross the
western borders of Iran. “With
the cooperation of the new Iraqi
government and the guarantees
given, we hope to see security
on the western borders and the
non-repetition of [insecurity],
and we remind and emphasize the
responsibility of the Iraqi [Kurdis-
tan] region.”

He warned, “If insecurity is cre-
ated for the Islamic Republic, any
action on the borders will be met
with a decisive and overwhelming
response from the children of this
nation in the armed forces and se-
curity agencies.”
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