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IRGC to build air-
craft carrier
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senior IRGC commander an-
nounced late on Thursday.
Alireza Tangsiri, who is the
chief of the IRGC Navy, said
the aircraft in question will
be developed by Iran for the
first time in the world. “In the
future, we will see an aircraft
carrier that does not exist in
the world,” he said, according
to Iranian media. “This carrier
has both the ability to carry
aircraft and the ability to carry
a number of missile-launching
boats inside it, which has no
equivalent in the world.”
According to General Tangsiri,
the Shahid Mahdavi and Sha-
hid Rodaki vessels are a suc-
cessful experience of entering
this field and building vessels
to improve the ability to sail for
a long time, and “you will see
newer generations of vessels
with more capabilities in the
future”.

He said, “The IRGC Navy was
formed with a set of rock-
et-launching boats, but today
it is equipped with a variety
of equipment in the field of
missiles, buoyancy, drones,
etc., all of which are domesti-
cally manufactured. Every day,
the process of upgrading this
equipment is being followed
more carefully, so that the
IRGC Navy’s rocket-launching
vessels are now equipped with
precision-guided  missiles.”
General Aziz Nasirzadeh, dep-
uty chairman of the chiefs of
staff of the Iranian armed forc-
es, announced on Wednesday
that plans are afoot to hold
joint military exercises be-
tween the Army and the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps.
He said the IRGC and the Army
are not separated entities.
“Each of these two forces per-
forms different assigned mis-
sions and we have passed the
issue that a person is a mem-
ber of the IRGC, the army or a
member of another corps.”
The brigadier general added,
“The policies of the chiefs of
staff of the armed forces are on
the same lines, and the com-
manders of the Army and the
IRGC also follow the same line.
In fact, there is a strong alli-
ance between the armed forc-
es. And the Army and the IRGC
are a divine army that operates
under the banner of the Leader
of the Revolution.”

He considered the unity of the
armed forces as the reason for
the strength of lran’s deter-
rence power.

“We have seen that guests
from both sides participated
in Army or IRGC exercises, but
the plan is based on planning
and defining exercises jointly
with the presence of the Army
and the IRGC. This will be done
in the future with the participa-
tion of units from both sides.
Of course, we witnessed that
in the joint exercise that was
conducted with the presence
of Iran, Russia and China, our
navy was composed of the
Army and the IRGC,” he con-
tinued.

During coordinated naval ex-
ercises in the northern Indian
Ocean, the armed forces of
Iran, China, and Russia have
conducted a variety of tactics
and operations, including res-
cuing hijacked vessels.

In March, the Iranian, Chinese,
and Russian navies participat-
ed in the major stage of the
2023 Maritime Security Belt
naval drills in the northern In-
dian Ocean.

The value of Iran’s non-oil

export to Pakistan rose 18
percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20), the spokesman of
Trade Development Commit-
tee of the Iranian House of
Industry, Mining, and Trade
announced.

Ruhollah Latifi said that im-
porting non-oil goods worth
$1.488 billion from Iran, Pa-
kistan was the fifth top export
destination of the Islamic Re-
public in the previous year.
Iran imported non-oil com-
modities valued at $842 mil-
lion from Pakistan in the past
year, which was 170 percent
higher than the figure of the
preceding year, the official
stated, adding that Pakistan
was Iran’s fourth top source
of import in the previous year.
Iranian Ambassador to Paki-
stan Mohammad-Ali Hosseini
and Pakistani Finance Minis-
ter Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar discussed the ways for
increasing trade between the
two countries in a meeting in
Islamabad on Sunday.
Expressing their satisfaction
that the trade between the two
countries exceeded $2 billion,

the two sides emphasized the
need to take more effective
steps to strengthen economic
cooperation and help expand
trade relations.

During the meeting, the Pa-
kistani minister said that Pa-
kistan attaches great impor-
tance to its relations with the
friendly and brotherly country
of Iran.

Appreciating the efforts of the
Iranian ambassador during his
diplomatic mission in Paki-
stan in order to strengthen the
brotherly relations between
the two neighboring countries,
Senator Ishaq Dar praised the
measures taken especially in
the commercial and economic
fields.

Expressing their satisfaction
with the value of trade between
Iran and Pakistan, which has
exceeded two billion dollars,
the two sides emphasized the
need to identify new ways to
help increase trade and devel-
0p economic cooperation.
Emphasizing the country’s
economic outlook, Pakistan’s
finance minister expressed
confidence that despite eco-
nomic challenges, Pakistan is
on the path of progress and

development.

Iranian ambassador to Paki-
stan for his part, appreciated
the cooperation and support
of the Pakistani government
for the development of bilat-
eral relations in various fields,
and stated that the potential
capacities of Iran and Pakistan
are the main factor for the ex-
pansion of joint cooperation.
He added that bilateral trade
between Iran and Pakistan has
now reached $2.4 billion, but
it is not compatible with the
good political and people rela-
tions of the two neighbors and
more efforts should be made
to support the business com-
munity of the two countries.
Back in January, Iran and Pa-
kistan signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) on
Monday to facilitate bilateral
trade between the two coun-
tries.

The MOU was signed by Head
of Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) Alireza
Peyman-Pak and Head of the
Trade Development Authority
of Pakistan (TDAP) Muham-
mad Zubair Motiwala.

Based on the MOU, which
was signed on the sidelines

in Karachi, the parties pledged
to exchange business infor-
mation, support each other’s
private sectors, and provide
the conditions and context for
the presence of their trade del-
egations in the other country.
It was also agreed that both
sides would take all the neces-
sary measures to facilitate hold-
ing exhibitions in the opposite
country, whenever required.
Speaking in the signing cere-
mony, Peyman-Pak said that
signing this MOU was indic-
ative of the two sides’ deter-
mination for removing the ob-
stacles in the way of bilateral
trade and prepare the ground
for the businesspersons of
both sides to bolster cooper-
ation.

He considered the holding
of exclusive exhibitions, ex-
changing trade delegations,
and investment in joint pro-
duction units as positive steps
for knowing the capacities and
needs of the two countries
and expressed hope that such
events would continue.

The TPO head further men-
tioned some obstacles and in-
frastructural problems that are
hindering the two countries’
mutual trade, including lack
of banking relations, problems
related to sea transportation
and logistics, and tariff-related
issues, saying that the Irani-
an government is willing to
resolve such problems in col-
laboration with the Pakistani
government.

Motiwala, for his part, said that
the signed MOU is regarded as
a major step to enhance bilat-
eral trade to reach the target of
five billion dollars annually.
As announced by Ruhollah
Latifi, the value of Iran’s non-
oil export to its neighbors rose
19 percent in the past Iranian
year.

The official said that 75.184
million tons of non-oil com-

Tehran, Damascus ink 15 cooperation documents

billion were exported to the
neighboring countries in the
previous year.

According to Latifi, Iran im-
ported 21.582 million tons
of non-oil products valued
at $28.305 billion from its
neighbor in the past year, with
a 10-percent growth in worth
year on year.

Latifi, who is the former
spokesman of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), fur-
ther stated that Iran’s non-oil
trade with neighboring coun-
tries accounted for 52 per-
cent of its total non-oil trade,
exports to these countries for
57.5 percent of the total non-
oil exports, and imports from
them for 47.5 percent of the
country’s total non-oil imports
in 1401, which shows the in-
creasing importance of neigh-
bors in Iran’s foreign trade and
bringing foreign currency to
meet the needs of the country
under sanctions.

As previously announced by
Latifi, the value of Iran’s non-
oil export rose 10 percent in
the past Iranian calendar year.
He said that 122.056 million
tons of non-oil commodities
worth $53.166 hillion were
exported in the previous year.
The official also announced
that 37.18 million tons of
non-oil commodities valued at
$59.655 billion were imported
to the country during the past
year, with a 10 percent drop in
weight, and a 13 percent rise
in worth, year on year.

He went on to say that the
country’s  non-oil  trade
reached 159.236 million tons
worth $112.821 billion in the
previous year, with an 11.2
percent growth year on year.
Increasing non-oil exports to
the neighboring countries is
one of the major plans that the
Iranian government has been
pursuing in recent years.

Iran and Syria signed 15 cooperation documents
during the visit of a high-ranking Iranian delega-
tion headed by President Ebrahim Raisi to the Arab
country.

The signed documents included a comprehensive
roadmap for strategic and long-term cooperation
between the two countries as well as 14 other
agreements and memorandums of understanding
(MOU) on collaboration in various areas.

Three MOUs on boosting trade and economic
cooperation between the two countries, a memo-
randum to expand cooperation in the field of infor-
mation and communications technology (ICT), two
MOUs on establishing joint banking and insurance
and sending 50,000 Iranian pilgrims to Damsucs
were among the signed documents.

In response to an official invitation by Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad, President Raisi made an
official two-day visit to the Syrian Arab Republic
on Wednesday and Thursday (May 3-4, 2023) and
discussed ways to expand and strengthen bilateral
relations with the country’s top officials.

Four ministers, the governor of the Central Bank of
Iran (CBI), Raisi’s chief of staff, and his chief po-
litical advisor accompanied him during the visit to
Syria.

Upon his arrival back in Tehran, Raisi said the trip
was a turning point in the expansion of economic,
trade, political, and security relations between the
two nations.

Speaking in a press conference after his trip to Syr-
ia, the president said Iran and Syria have good po-
tential and many great common fields for coopera-
tion with each other in order to enhance the level of
economic and trade relations.

“In the several meetings | had with Mr. Assad,
mainly economic and trade issues and the using
the mutual potentials and capabilities of the two
countries were discussed,” the president said.
According to Raisi cooperation in various fields
including energy production and distribution, fa-
cilitating economic and commercial cooperation,
reducing trade tariffs between the two countries to
zero, strengthening and expanding transit between

Iran, Iraq, and Syria, Iran’s assistance to revive Syr-
ia’s agricultural, industrial and energy capacities af-
ter the war and facilitating pilgrimages between the
two countries were also among the topics of the
signed documents between the two countries.

In late April, Iranian Transport and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash traveled to Syria
at the head of a high-ranking delegation and was
welcomed by Syrian Economy and Foreign Trade
Minister Mohammad Samer al-Khalil.

Bazrpash and Samer al-Khalil co-chair Iran-Syria
Joint Economic Committee.

During the two-day stay in Syria, the two countries’
officials discussed the ways for the expansion of
economic relations between the two countries.

In a meeting between Bazrpash and the entre-
preneurs of Syria, participated by Syrian Minister
of Public Works and Housing Suhail Abdul Latif,
Transport Minister Zouhair Khazim, and Econo-
my and Foreign Trade Minister Mohammad Sa-
mer al-Khalil, the two sides explored the ways for
strengthening bilateral economic relations, and the
Iranian minister announced the increase of interac-
tions between the two countries in various fields,
including the activation of free zones and the re-
duction of transit tariffs, giving priority to the field
of tourism and the development of transportation
corridors.

Emphasizing the strengthening of economic rela-
tions between Iran and Syria, the Iranian minister
announced the talks between the officials of the
two countries to expand economic relations in the
maritime and rail sectors, facilitate bank transac-
tions and reduce free trade tariffs.

Iran and Syria have been taking major steps for the
expansion of their mutual trade ties. The two sides
have exchanged numerous trade delegations and
Iranian private companies are investing in various
fields of the Syrian economy like providing con-
struction materials especially cement and working
on several reconstruction projects.

boosting transit
Head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA), in a letter to the
ministers of Economy, Trans-
port, and Foreign Affairs, has
proposed five solutions for
increasing transit through the
country in the current Iranian
calendar year 1402 (started on
March 21).

As IRNA reported, Mohammad
Rezvanifar has put the total vol-
ume of transited goods through
the country in the previous year
at 12.912 million tons, noting
that the figure increased by
2.21 percent.

The official has stressed the
need to take new measures to
insure the continuation of the
current upward trend.
Reduction of the time for issu-
ing the necessary licenses for
the passing of foreign goods;
improvement and development
of transport infrastructures
especially at border areas; re-
vision of the directive of the
Central Headquarters for Com-
bating Goods and Currency
Smuggling in such a way that it
would be possible for wagons
carrying petroleum products
to continue their route while
the laboratory results on the
products are being prepared;
using the diplomatic capacity
of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs in order to increase the
acceptance of trucks from
neighboring countries, espe-
cially the Republic of Azerbaijan
and Turkmenistan; and finally,
revision of the list of goods
that are allowed by the Defense
Ministry and the Plant Pro-
tection Organization (PPO) to
pass through the country, are
among the solutions proposed
by Rezvanifar in his letter to the
mentioned ministers.

The policy of paying attention
to neighbors and developing
political and economic rela-
tions with neighboring coun-
tries in the current government,
increasing attention to road
and rail routes in the world, and
the efforts and cooperation of
transportation and trade-relat-
ed organizations in establishing
or activating corridors through
the country has led to signifi-
cant growth in transit of goods
through Iran.

After seven years of reduction
in the transit of goods from
the country, the growth path of
transit resumed in the Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20, 2022) and with the
passage of 12.65 million tons
of goods through Iran, a growth
of 68 percent was achieved.
Iran is one of the countries with
a special status in trade and
transit relations due to its stra-
tegic location and special ge-
ography, as the country is the
passage of several important
international corridors.
Considering its geographical
location, Iran can play a signifi-
cant role in the transit of goods
in the region and benefit a lot
from its status in this due.
Paying attention to upstream
documents, especially the
country’s development plans,
and the government’s decision
to develop transit, paying spe-
cial attention to infrastructure
development, reducing tran-
sit time, making it cheaper to
cross Iran, and making more
advantages over competitors,
due to the short path for cus-
tomers, can lead to facilitating
the development of transit so
that the country can reach the
desired growth in this due.
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The International Monetary Fund (IMF), in
its latest regional report on “Middle East
and Central Asia”, said Iran’s economy is
expected to grow as much as two percent
in 2023 despite tough sanctions imposed
against the country. The Islamic Republic
of Iran is predicted to curb skyrocketing
inflation and liquidity and also to boom its
oil exports in the global market, Fars News

Agency reported citing the IMF report. Re-
viewing 12 macroeconomic indexes of Iran
in 2023, the IMF also announced that Iran’s
crude export will rise up by twofold in the
current administration of President Ebrahim
Raisi. The IMF predicted that Iran’s gross
domestic product (GDP) will increase in this
period while the inflation rate and liquidity
growth will decline significantly.

Iraq mediating be-
tween Iran, Egypt:
report

Officials from Iran and Egypt
held last month a meet-
ing in Baghdad to improve
Tehran-Cairo relations a la
the thaw that took place in
Iran-Saudi relations, a Qatari
newspaper reported.

The newspaper, Al Araby Al
Jadeed, quoted Iraqi officials
as saying that the meeting
took place under the auspices
of Iragi Prime Minister Mo-
hammad al-Sudani and aims
to repeat the mediation that
Iraq undertook between Teh-
ran and Riyadh.

The sources explained that
the two sides were keen not
to announce it officially, while
Egyptian diplomatic sources
had told Al-Araby Al-Jadeed
that contacts took place dur-
ing the last week of March
between security officials
from Egypt and Iran, which
dealt with the possibility of
gradual development of bi-
lateral relations between the
two countries in the coming
period.

According to the two Iragi of-
ficials, the meeting took place
at a low level of representa-
tion from both sides in the
middle of last month, with the
arrangement and presence
of the Iraqgi side. They also
said that Baghdad is working
to host another meeting be-
tween the two sides.

One of the officials, who is at
the Foreign Ministry of Iraq,
said there was “a [positive]
response from both sides,
the Iranian and the Egyptian,
to the Iragi mediation, which
aims to move the stalemate
in relations, but it is too early
to talk about progress in the
mediation.”

The second Iraqi official who
is at the Iraqgi National Secu-
rity Advisory said, “The goal
is to restore normal relations
between the two sides, espe-
cially with the developments
of the Saudi-Iranian reconcil-
iation, and the atmosphere is
positive.”

Regarding the position of the
representatives of the Egyp-
tian and Iranian side, he said
that they are “security and
diplomatic,” stressing that
the first meeting did not dis-
cuss many details, and the
second meeting is expected
to be more important and in-
depth.

This information was con-
firmed by the rapporteur of
the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee of the Iraqi parliament,
Amer Al-Fayez. He said, “Iraq
has already begun mediation
to bridge points of view, and
break the reluctance of Egypt
and Iran to reach a good rela-
tionship.”

And he indicated that “there
is progress in this mediation,
since the first meeting took
place between the two par-
ties, and the role of Baghdad
in restoring relations between
Cairo and Tehran continues,
and this confirms the impor-
tance of Iraq in the region,
and the balanced role it plays
in relations that makes it a
mediator acceptable to all
regional and international
parties.”

And he considered that the
al-Sudani government “en-
joys support and acceptance
in the region, and this con-
tributes to the success of the
current mediation between
the Iranians and the Egyp-
tians.”
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Some tips to become a successful
entrepreneur

Now that you have the entrepreneurial
bug, it’s time to learn some entrepre-
neurship tips to help you grow. These
tips won't all be ideal for you, but
that’s okay. Not all of them will teach
you how to become successful, but
they’ll at least make you think about
your entrepreneur mindset and what
you want to achieve. Think about
which ones are attainable now and
which ones you’d like to aim for in the
future.

Here are some tips to teach you how
to become a successful entrepreneur:
1. Face your fears

Fears exist for a reason, but they’re
never unconquerable. You may feel
reassured to know that many entre-
preneurs start a little hesitant and
fearful. What matters is that you chan-
nel that fear into purposeful actions.
Start by making a list of what scares
you. Then, consider why each item on
your list makes you feel fearful. Follow
this up with a brainstorming session

and develop strategies to overcome
them.

2. Take action

Aspiring entrepreneurs know that no-
body is going to do the work for them.
No small business owner can flourish
without taking action. That means it’s
up to you to widen your skill sets or
reach out to new potential customers.
Never be afraid to try something new,
even if it’s a short-term arrangement.
3. Prepare for financial challenges
Even the best businesses occasionally
face financial challenges. Maybe your
first marketing strategy didn’t work
out, but that doesn’t mean you should
quit. When taking on new projects,
you must keep your costs and budg-
ets in mind to prepare yourself for any
challenges you might face.

4. Find a trusted mentor

Mentors can be great role models for
young entrepreneurs. Don’t underes-
timate the power of the mentor-men-
tee relationship: someone seasoned
and experienced can provide success
tips and business advice that may
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never occur to you.

5. Have your goals in mind

It would be best if you had something
to work towards achieving. Each day,
it's vital to have something in the
back of your mind that you’re trying
to achieve. Successful entrepreneurs
always have short-term and long-term
goals in mind that help keeps their fo-
cus.

Write your goals down and stick
them somewhere you frequently see
throughout the day, like the wall in
front of your desk. This way, you’ll
never forget why you work hard.

6. Embrace your mistakes

Your entrepreneurial journey is go-
ing to be one big learning curve. As
a first-time entrepreneur, you’ll make
plenty of big and small mistakes. But
why let them define you?

Instead, turn setbacks into opportuni-
ties to strengthen your business mod-
el and yourself.

7. Create a business plan

The creative ideas and dreams you
have in your head are great, but

Export from lazvin provinee ncreases 16’ na year

The value of export from Qazvin prov-
ince, increased by 16 percent in the
past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20), according to a provin-
cial official.

Azizollah Afzali, the head of the prov-
ince’s Industry, Mining and Trade De-
partment, announced that 1.014 tons
of products worth $648 million were
exported from the province in the pre-
vious year, showing also 12 percent
rise in weight year on year.

The official named rolled plastic and
nylons, detergents, foods including
semi-prepared French fries, paste, vin-
egar, pasta, ceramics and tiles, cables
and copper wires, petroleum deriva-
tives including industrial oils and par-
affin, glass, resin, carpet, raisin, and
evaporative cooler as the major prod-
ucts exported from Qazvin province in
the previous year.

He said Qazvin province with an area
of 15,595 square kilometers and a
population of over 1.3 million people is
located in the northwest of the country

and due to its special geographical lo-
cation, it has transportation highways
to the north, south, east and west and
the Tehran-Qazvin railway and north-
west railway, and being less than 150
kilometers far from Tehran, having
the proper amount of electricity with
Shahid Rajaei power plant, which has
2,000 megawatt generation capacity,
as well as a long industrial history and
skilled manpower, has many advantag-
es for industrial growth and develop-
ment.

As announced by the spokesman of
Trade Development Committee of the
Iranian House of Industry, Mining, and
Trade, the value of Iran’s non-oil export
rose 10 percent in the past year.
Ruhollah Latifi said that 122.056 mil-
lion tons of non-oil commodities worth
$53.166 billion were exported in the
previous year.

China with the purchase of $14.584
billion of commodities (no change),
Iraq with $10.238 billion (15 percent
growth), Turkey with $7.459 billion

(23 percent growth), the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) with $5.767 billion (28
percent growth), and India with $2.146
billion (18 percent growth) were the
first five export destinations of Iranian
goods in 1401, the official stated.

Latifi further announced that 37.18
million tons of non-oil commodities
valued at $59.655 billion were import-
ed to the country during the past year,
with a 10 percent drop in weight, and a
13 percent rise in worth, year on year.
The UAE with sales of $18.395 bil-
lion (11 percent growth), China with
$15.744 billion (24 percent growth),
Turkey with $6.99 billion (15 percent
growth), India with $2.019 billion (80
percent growth), and Germany with
$2.019 billion (five percent growth),
were the first five countries supplying
goods to Iran in 1401, he stated.

The official went on to say that the
country’s non-oil trade reached
159.236 million tons worth $112.821
billion in the previous year, with an
11.2 percent growth year on year.
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they’re only in your head. Developing
a business plan means taking those
ideas and dreams and putting them
on paper. It helps your startup have
a focus or mission that’s clear. You
become more specific with a set plan,
which helps you stay organized.
Think about your product or service,
company values, goals for the next
year and beyond, where your busi-
ness will operate, and more.

8. Be frugal with your spending
Learning how to become an entre-
preneur includes studying how best
to spend your money when your first
start out. You’ll have to spend money
to make money, but that doesn’t mean
you have the all-clear to spend more
than you can afford.

Review your business plan and think
about what purchases will most im-
pact your business. Is there a way
to achieve your plan for a lower cost
without cutting quality? How badly do
you need this item? Make an effort to
make your money count.

What are the benefits of being an en-

trepreneur?

First-time entrepreneurs are in for a
radical change.

Think about your previous 9-5 job and
throw it out the window. Company
culture is different because you set
the company culture. Entrepreneur-
ship doesn’t have any set rules on how
you should conduct your business, so
you have the opportunity to do what’s
best for you. Your weekends could be
in the middle of the week if you want.
Entrepreneurship also allows you
to be your most creative self; you're
the one thinking of marketing strate-
gies and the next steps for your first
business adventure. If you hear some
great entrepreneurial tips that work
for you, nobody’s stopping you from
pursuing them.

While there may be a lot on your to-
do list, remember that you don’t have
to do this alone. The relationships you
develop with other new entrepreneurs
or through mentors can positively im-
pact your personal and professional
life.

President of Iragi Kurdistan region
Nechirvan Barzani has expressed
appreciation for the support Iran

provided Iraqi
times of crisis.
Barzani said on Thursday that Kurd-
istan will not support any country
against Iran, whether it is Israel or
others, according to Shafaq News.
“Iran is a neighbor of Irag, including
Kurdistan, and it supported Kurdis-
tan at various points, which we will
never forget. And Kurdistan in the
Iragi political framework, continues
the good relationship with Iran,” he
said.

Barzani pointed out that “the volume
of exchange with Iran, except for en-
ergy, is more than ten billion dollars,
and more than 60% of this number
is through Kurdistan.”

He continued, “In any way, we do
not help any country against Iran,
neither Israel nor others, and Bagh-
dad’s policy is not to form relations
with Israel, and we are committed to
this policy.”

Iran and Iraq enjoy very good polit-
ical and economic relations. Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization (TPO)
hosted an Iran-Iraq industrial co-

Kurdistan during

Kurdistan never forgets
Iran’s assistance; officral

operation conference on Monday
evening.

The conference was held in line with
the development of commercial and
industrial relations between the two
countries.

Referring to the objectives of
holding this conference, Moham-
mad-Sadeq Qanadzadeh, the TPO
deputy head for the promotion of
international businesses, said, “Ex-
pansion of economic and trade re-
lations with countries is one of the
priorities of economic and trade di-
plomacy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, and since Iraq has been always
one of our strategic partners, we are
trying to maintain and increase the
role we have played in the economic
and industrial development of this
country.”

Stating that currently, Iran’s exports
to Iraq is about $10.5 billion, he said,
“Although the export of $10.5 billion
is a new record, there is the capacity
to increase trade between the two
countries to $20 billion. Therefore,
we are trying to quickly” compen-
sate for “this delay with the help and
cooperation of the private sector and
reach commercial targets.”
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