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. Important .

Capacity of Iran’s
renewable power
plants rises 0.9% in
a month

The capacity of Iran’s renewa-
ble power plants has increased
by 0.9 percent in the last month
of the past Iranian calendar year
(ended on March 20).

As reported, the total capacity of
the country’s renewable power
plants reached 1,038.03 mega-
watts (MW) by March 20.

The total capacity of the coun-
try’s wind power plants stood
at 354.89 MW, while the solar
farms’ capacity reached 449.55
MW.

Hydroelectric power plants also
reached the capacity of 100.78
MW by March 20, while the ca-
pacity of biomass power plants
stood at 12.5 MW.

[ranian Energy Ministry has put
it on the agenda to add 10,000
MW to the capacity of the coun-
try’s renewable power plants by
the end of the current govern-
ment’s administration (August
2025).

Considering the fact that the
country’s renewable power gen-
eration capacity stood at about
800 MW when the current gov-
ernment took office in August
2021, the mentioned increase
in renewable energy capacity
would mean a 13-fold rise.
Back in January 2022, the En-
ergy Ministry and some of the
country’s private contractors
signed memorandums of un-
derstanding (MOU) for cooper-
ation in the construction of new
renewable power plants across
the country.

Two weeks ago, the head of
Iran’s Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency Organization
(SATBA) announced the con-
struction of 110,000 solar pow-
er plants with a capacity of five
kilowatts (KW) for low-income
groups in the current Iranian cal-
endar year (began on March 21).
Mahmoud Kamani also an-
nounced that the tender for the
construction of solar power
plants with a capacity of 2,200
megawatts, left over from the
plan for the construction of solar
power plants with 4,000 mega-
watts capacity in the past year,
will be also held this year.
Regarding the follow-up of the
construction of renewable pow-
er plants in the new year, the
official said that a plan for the
construction of renewable pow-
er plants was announced by the
minister of energy at the begin-
ning of the 13th government,
and in 1401 (past Iranian year),
the necessary preparations for
the implementation of this plan
have been followed up and some
measures have been taken in
this due.

In early February, the official
announced that the capacity of
Iran’s renewable power plants
reached 1,020 megawatts (MW)
with the 10-MW Pasargad Solar
Farm of Damghan coming into
operation.

Making the remarks on the side-
lines of inaugurating the men-
tioned solar farms in Damghan
County, in central Semnan prov-
ince, Kamani said: “This power
plant has a special feature as
it can generate electricity from
the reflection of sunlight. This
feature makes its generation ef-
ficiency higher, which means it
will have a 40-percent increase
in efficiency”.

“It is hoped that by setting up
other renewable power plants,
we will soon be able to imple-
ment the 10,000-MW renewable
power plant program”, the head
of SATBA stated.

Renewables, including hydro-
power, account for nearly seven
percent of the country’s total en-
ergy generation, versus natural
gas’ 90 percent share.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Iran Saudi to reopen emhﬂssms hefore May Y: diplomat

A senior Iranian diplomat has
said that Iran and Saudi Arabia
will reopen their embassies be-
fore the end of the two-month
period agreed upon in their
recent agreement, which was
brokered by China.

Alireza Enayati, the head of
the Persian Gulf Bureau at
the Iranian Foreign Ministry,
has said that according to the
deal reached between Iran and
Saudi Arabia in China, the em-
bassies of the two countries
will be reopened before May
9. The deal also stipulated that
the foreign ministers of the two
countries would hold a meet-
ing for the first time in years.
“This issue took place within a
month, and the foreign minis-
tries of the two countries met
in Beijing, and from that date,
the official declaration of rela-
tions between the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and Saudi Arabia
began, and after that, the tech-
nical delegations met each oth-
er,” Enayati said in an interview

with Iran’s official news agency
IRNA published on Monday.

He added, “We were and are
hosting the Saudi delegation,
this delegation visited their
embassy in Tehran, and they
left for Mashhad on Friday and
visited their consulate general
in this city. According to what
we know, they will return to
Riyadh and subsequently an-
other delegation from Saudi
Arabia will leave for Iran to
discuss how to reopen the
Saudi embassy and consulate
general. The same has been
done on the Iranian side. On
the Wednesday of last week,
two delegations from the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran left for
Saudi Arabia. The head of our
delegation, Mr. Zarnagar, met
with the Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia
for protocol affairs, which was
a very good and constructive
meeting, and good implemen-
tation agreements were made
in that meeting. Accordingly,
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we have started our activity in
Saudi Arabia at the embassy
and consulate general to repair
and prepare for reopening.”
Enayati said, “Currently, the re-
sumption of relations has been
announced and we are looking
for the start of the embassy ac-
tivities and we hope to be able
to reopen the embassy and
consulate general of Iran in the
predicted time, before May 9,
which was the time limit of two
months that has been taken
into consideration. Of course,
due to the fact that it coincides
with the Hajj days and the be-
ginning of the Hajj days, our
effort is to do the work before
that time because the activities
of the consulate general and
the Iranian embassy will defi-
nitely be useful to facilitate the
affairs of the pilgrims.”

He also pointed out that a new
meeting of foreign ministers is
on the agenda of Iran and Sau-
di Arabia, and “we hope that
these meetings will take place

in the near future.”

Responding to a question on
whether Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia have nominated ambas-
sadors, Enayati said, “This
issue is a fundamental issue,
in the sense that when the
agreement was reached, the
agreement on the departure
of the ambassadors of the two
countries to each other’s cap-
itals was emphasized by the
parties, and this will definitely
be done, but this issue needs
to go through processes in an
executive form. This work is on
the agenda of two countries,
Iran and Saudi Arabia.”
According to Enayati, Tehran
and Riyadh have yet to name
ambassadors.

Commenting on the launch
of direct flights to and from
Tehran and Riyadh, Enayati
said, “We have an air transport
agreement between Iran and
Saudi Arabia, which is in force,
and it was based on this agree-
ment that flights between Iran
and Saudi Arabia took place
between Jeddah, Tehran, and
Mashhad. In these talks, that
agreement was emphasized,
and due to the implementation
of that agreement, the tech-
nical teams from the aviation
organizations of both Iran and
Saudi Arabia will sit together
and discuss the establishment
of these flights. What | imagine
in terms of time conditions
may be that the start of flights
may be postponed until after
the days of Hajj and the reduc-
tion of Hajj traffic.”

As regards the potential ex-
change of visits between Iran
and Saudi Arabia by their
foreign ministers, the offi-
cial noted, “The exact time
has not been determined yet.
Also, no agreement has yet
been reached on which of the
foreign ministries of the two
countries will visit the other
country first, but it seems that
this action is on the agenda of
both Iran and Saudi Arabia and
will be done in the near future.”
Regarding the travel plan of

L. no Ionger i superpower Foreign Ministry

the Iranian Minister of Econo-
my and Finance or at a higher
level to Saudi Arabia, Enayati
said, “In the joint statement
issued between Iran and Saudi
Arabia, the exchange of meet-
ings between government offi-
cials and the private sector is
emphasized, and that the gov-
ernment sector will include all
ministers and government or-
ganizations. and this action will
take place in the framework of
the activation of relations.”

He continued, “When we talk
about the resumption of rela-
tions between Iran and Saudi
Arabia, it should be translated
into reality, and it is by making
such trips that the relationship
is realized and turns from a
nominal state to a real state, so
we encourage such meetings
in the public and private sector.
And we welcome the visit of
Saudi Arabian officials in both
public and private sectors.”
The diplomat stated, “The vis-
it of the Minister of Economy
and Finance takes place within
the framework of the Islamic
Development Bank and is a
regional summit, and there
may be an opportunity to have
a bilateral meeting or bilateral
meetings with the Saudi par-
ties.”

He went on to say that the
Iran-Saudi agreement can
foster endogenous security in
the region and has a positive
impact on the security of the
region’s countries.

“We were faced with a phe-
nomenon in the past and may-
be this was done by foreigners
or forces that look at the re-
gion from outside the region
and maybe try to polarize the
region between the north of the
Persian Gulf and the south of
the Persian Gulf. | believe that
with the cooperation of Iran
and Saudi Arabia, we will get
out of these two polarizations,
which may include a kind of
non-constructive competition,
and move towards cooperation
between the two countries,”
the veteran diplomat remarked.

The unipolar world order no longer exists as
new powers emerge the Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman asserted on Monday, emphasizing that
the U.S. government faces a smaller area of influ-
ence and diminishing strength.

Speaking with reporters, Nasser Kanaani stressed
that “a unipolar world no longer exists, and the
United States is no longer regarded as a superpow-
er.”

“Of certainly, the U.S. may be regarded as a power,
but not as a superpower,” he added.

He went on to say, “In light of the Islamic Repub-
lic's capabilities, as well as the shift in the balance
of power both at regional and international levels,
the Iranian administration has tried to unlock all
such potentials in order to secure the interests of
the Iranian nation, foster regional convergence as
a fairly comprehensive approach towards common
interests, and help de-escalate regional conflicts.”
Iran has often stated that it would not confine its
foreign policy to a single political or geographic re-
gion, he continued.

“We are going to keep building cordial ties with
those nations who are prepared to take the same
approach on the basis of respect for one another,
reciprocity, and shared objectives.”

Iran hopeful for continued productive engagement
with IAEA

Kanaani also expressed Iran’s desire for both the
continuation and resolution of the unresolved nu-
clear-related issues as well as the technical collab-
oration between the Islamic Republic and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

In March, IAEA Director-General Rafael Grossi
paid a visit to Tehran and consequently technical
teams were exchanged and technical discussions
were held within the parameters of the officially an-
nounced agreement between the two sides.
Kanaani also pointed out that “as per the agreement,
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conversations are still underway. It’s a technical
route. We anticipate that the process of cooperation
between Iran and the |AEA will continue, and that
constructive efforts will be taken to address the un-
resolved technical obstacles, provided that political
issues and postures do not take precedence over
the technical approach.”

He added that Iran has never walked away from
the negotiating table and has consistently stated its
readiness to reach an agreement on the easing of
sanctions. Instead, Kanaani said, the West wants to
start a “hybrid war” against Iran.

“Israel aims to sow unrest among regional coun-
tries”

Speaking of the diplomatic ties between Iran and
its neighbor Azerbaijan, Kanaani declared that Israel
is a ruthless foe of the relations between the two
Muslim neighbors and is working to sow division
for selfish ends.

Additionally, he stated that Iran places a strong em-
phasis on the idea of good neighborliness and lays
a particular emphasis on friendly connections built
on respect and shared interests.

‘Iranian and Saudi FMs have sent invitation let-
ters to each other’

On the March 10 agreement between Tehran and Ri-
yadh in which they agreed to restore ties after seven
years, Kanaani said Iran is a nation with a variety of
capabilities and has always been a significant player
in regional and global affairs because of its unques-
tionable significance in regional equations.

Kanaani added the foreign ministers of Iran and
Saudi Arabia have already sent invitations to one
another.

After the March 10 agreement, the foreign ministers
of Iran and Saudi Arabia met in Beijing on April 6.
The spokesman added President Ebrahim Raisi has
also accepted the Saudi king’s offer, and the Saudi
king has also been invited by the Iranian president.
‘“Tehran’s position on Afghanistan is consistent’
on the issue Afghanistan, Kanaani remarked that
Iran’s position on the matter is clear-cut and con-
sistent, reiterating Tehran’s support for stability and
peace in Afghanistan.

He added the Islamic Republic is opposed to the
presence of foreigners in the country under various
pretexts.

Kanaani disagreed with Iran’s dual attitude toward
Afghanistan and the Taliban.

The foreign ministers of Iran, China, Russia and Pa-
kistan met on Afghanistan in Samarkand last week.
On the sidelines of the meeting, Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian raised the issue
of Iran’s water share from the Helmand River with
the Taliban foreign minister.

He also highlighted the need for security coopera-
tion in border areas and addressing the problems
caused by the millions of Afghan migrants.
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Tehran to host
14th Iran Petro-
chemical Forum
on May 1-2

Tehran will host the 14th
edition of Iran Petrochem-
ical Forum (IPF) at the IRIB
International Conference Hall
on May 1-2.

As reported, this edition of
the event will be held with the
approach of completing value
chain in the petrochemical in-
dustry.

As stated by the planning
and development director of
National Petrochemical Com-
pany (NPC), the 14th Iran
Petrochemical Forum is a
suitable ground for coopera-
tion between active domestic
and foreign companies so
that the latest developments,
plans and new investment
opportunities for the de-
velopment of the country’s
petrochemical industry are
provided to the participants.
Hassan Abbas-Zadeh said
during this international
event, a large number of
specialized meetings will be
held, and a strategic meeting
is dedicated to the members
of the BRICS countries ( five
leading economies: Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and
South Africa) with the aim of
examining the future coop-
eration of the Iranian petro-
chemical industry in the mar-
kets of the BRICS member
countries, highlighting that
for the first time, member
countries of the BRICS group
will attend the international
conference of the Iranian pet-
rochemical industry.

Other important event of this
conference is the holding of
special meetings with the
presence of ambassadors
and political and commercial
representatives of Iran in or-
der to examine the develop-
ment of energy diplomacy,
empowering the petrochem-
ical industry with the aim of
preventing crude sales (sell-
ing final products instead),
and self-sufficiency in this
industry, the NPC director
further noted.

The petrochemical indus-
try plays a crucial role in
Iran’s non-oil economy, as
petrochemical export is the
second-largest  source  of
revenue for the country after
crude oil. Petrochemical ex-
ports already constitute near-
ly 33 percent of the country’s
non-oil exports.
According to NPC Manag-
ing Director Morteza Shah-
mirzaei, the petrochemi-
cal industry is a value and
job-creating industry, which
has no risk.

The official has stated that
currently, the petrochemical
sector has the highest add-
ed value in the oil industry
chain.

He has announced that mar-
keting Iran’s petrochemical
products throughout the
world is on the agenda of the
NPC’s activity, and mentioned
completing the production
value chain as another major
program of the company.
“As we have previously an-
nounced, we will fully provide
all the capacity of the Nation-
al Petrochemical Company to
the private sector and inves-
tors so that the plan to com-
plete the value chain of the
petrochemical industry will
be realized”, he noted.
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‘Directing liquidi-
ty towards capital
market to mate-
rialize slogan of
year’

A capital market expert stat-
ed that directing liquidity to-
wards the capital market will
be one of the best solutions
to materialize this year’s slo-
gan and control liquidity and
reduce inflation, and said
strengthening the capital
market to finance companies
will greatly boost production.
The current Iranian calendar
year 1402 (began on March
21) is named “Inflation Con-
trol, Production Growth”.
While emphasizing the po-
tential of the capital market
to realize this year’s slogan,
Mohsen Abbaslou said: “The
year 1402 has been named
by the Leader as the year of
Inflation Control, Production
Growth and without a doubt,
directing liquidity towards
the capital market is one of
the best ways to control li-
quidity and reduce inflation.”
In addition, the strengthen-
ing of the capital market will
also help the financing of
companies and facilitating
the financing of manufactur-
ing companies will itself lead
to the prosperity of produc-
tion because the capital mar-
ket is the only market that
will not cause inflation when
liquidity enters it; while, the
entrance of liquidity into the
commodity, currency, car
and housing markets leads
to the escalation of inflation,
the expert said, adding, “Of
course, directing liquidity
to the capital market and
controlling this liquidity will
depend on strengthening in-
vestors’ trust in this market
and stability in rules and reg-
ulations and decisions”.
According to Abbaslou, the
capital market is a transpar-
ent market and the capacities
of this market can be used
to increase transparency in
other areas as well. The most
appropriate way to eliminate
rent-seeking, brokerage, and
corruption, and increase
transparency in the markets
is to use the capacities of the
commodity exchange.

Manzour appoint-
ed as new PBO
head

Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi  appointed  Davoud
Manzour as the new head of
Planning and Budget Organi-
zation (PBO).

Manzour, who was previ-
ously the head of Iranian
National Tax Administration
(INTA), replaced Masoud
Mir-Kazemi.

In a decree to appoint Man-
zour to the new post, the
president  mentioned re-
vising the structure of the
country’s budgeting system
with emphasis on actualizing
revenue sources, managing
expenditures and solving
the budget deficit problem,
transforming the country’s
planning system in order
to realize progress com-
bined with justice, holding
continuous meetings of the
Economic Council, and rede-
fining the role of the PBO as
his most important expecta-
tions from the Planning and
Budget Organization.
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TEDPIX up

on Monday
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14,000 points

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained
14,219 points to 2.289 million on

Monday.

traded at the TSE.

As reported, over 21.844 billion
securities worth 154.725 trillion
rials (about $368.3 million) were

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

The Eitects of Hypertension on the Body

Source:

Hypertension, or high blood pressure,
is when your blood travels through
blood vessels with more force than
is considered healthy. When blood
pressure is high, it can damage artery
and blood vessel walls over time. This
leads to dangerous complications and
even death if left untreated.

High blood pressure has no symp-
toms, until you begin to experience
complications. That’s why it’s impor-
tant to have yours checked regularly
and know your numbers.

Circulatory system

Damage caused by high blood pres-
sure starts small and builds over time.
The longer it goes undiagnosed or
uncontrolled, the more serious your
risks.

Your blood vessels and major arteries
carry blood throughout the body and
supply it to vital organs and tissue.
When the pressure at which blood
travels gets increased, it begins to
damage artery walls.

Damage starts as small tears. As these
artery wall tears begin to form, bad
cholesterol flowing through the blood
starts to attach itself to the tears. More
and more cholesterol builds up in the
walls, making the artery narrow. Less
blood is able to get through.

When the proper amount of blood
can’t move through a blocked artery, it
causes damage to the tissue or organ
it's supposed to reach. In the heart,
this can mean chest pain, irregular
heartbeat, or a heart attack.

The heart also has to work harder, but
is less effective with high blood pres-
sure and blocked arteries. Eventually,
the extra work can lead to an enlarged
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As announced by a provincial official,
1,700 tons of honey was produced in
Kohgiluyeh Boyer-Ahmad province dur-
ing the past Iranian calendar year 1401
(ended on March 20).

Reza Behnam-Pour, the deputy director
of livestock production improvement of
the province’s Agriculture Department,
said that this amount of honey was pro-
duced in 2,700 bee farms in the prov-
ince.

He also announced that last year, 333 kg
of royal jelly cream, 12,000 kg of pollen,
and 53,000 kg of wax were produced in
different regions of this province.
According to the last census conducted
in the previous year, there are more than
213,183 bee colonies in different re-
gions of the province, the official stated
and added that currently, 3,700 people
are working in the beekeeping industry
of Kohgiluyeh Boyer-Ahmad.

According to the latest census of the
country’s apiaries by the Agriculture
Ministry, the production of honey is
136,000 tons in the country, a board
member of the Iran Beekeepers Associ-
ation announced.

Mohammad Fekri said that with produc-
ing 30,000 tons of honey per annum,
West Azarbaijan province supplies more

left ventricle, which is the part of the
heart that pumps blood to the body.
This also puts you at a higher risk of
having a heart attack.

Heart failure is when your heart be-
comes so weak and damaged from
high blood pressure, working hard, or
a previous heart attack, that it stops
being able to pump blood through your
body effectively. Signs of heart failure
include:

* shortness of breath

e trouble breathing

 swelling in the feet, ankles, legs, or
abdomen

* feeling tired

High blood pressure can also cause a
bulge to form in a damaged artery. This
is known as an aneurysm. The bulge
gets larger and larger and often isn’t
found until it causes pain by pressing
on another area of the body, or bursts.
A ruptured aneurysm can be deadly if
it’s in one of your major arteries. This
can happen anywhere in the body.
Nervous system

High blood pressure may play a role
in dementia and cognitive decline over
time. Reduced blood flow to the brain
causes memory and thinking prob-
lems. You might have trouble remem-
bering or understanding things, or lose
focus during conversations.

The same damage that high blood
pressure causes to blood vessels and
arteries in the heart can happen to the
arteries in the brain. When a larger
blockage of blood to the brain occurs,
it's called a stroke. If parts of the brain
can’t get the oxygen they receive from
blood, cells begin to die.

Your survival rate and likelihood of

than 22 percent of the country’s annual
honey, East Azarbaijan, Fars, Ardebil and
Kermanshah provinces come next, and
about 43 percent of the honey is pro-
duced in other provinces.

As stated by the chairman of the Ani-
mal Science Research Institute of Iran
(ASRI), Iran ranks third in the world in
the number of apiaries.

Mokhtar Mohajer also said that Iran’s
rank in honey production is changing
and moving between fourth and sixth
place in the world.

Based on the data released by the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAQ), Iran is the third-largest pro-
ducer of honey in the world.

The chairman of the Animal Science
Research Institute has said that the
amount of honey production in the
country should be increased by three to
four kilograms per colony.

Mohajer said, “According to the Sev-
enth National Development Plan (2022-
2026), the amount of honey production
should be increased by at least three to
four kilograms per colony according to
the diversity of plants and the area of
pastures that we have in the country”.
He announced that 8,300 kilograms of
royal jelly, 406 tons of pollen, 2,536

1700 tons of honey produded.
in Koliailuyeh Bover-Ahmad in a

permanent brain damage depends on
how severe the stroke is and how fast
you receive treatment.

Blood vessels in the eyes can be dam-
aged as well. If they burst or bleed, it
can cause vision difficulties, like blur-
riness or blindness.

Skeletal system

High blood pressure can cause bone
loss, known as osteoporosis, by
increasing the amount of calcium
your body gets rid of when you uri-
nate. Women who have already gone
through menopause are especially at
risk.

Osteoporosis weakens your bones
and makes it easier for fractures and
breaks to happen.

Respiratory system

Like the brain and heart, arteries in the
lungs can be damaged and blocked.
When the artery that carries blood to
your lungs gets blocked, it’s called a
pulmonary embolism. This is very se-
rious and requires immediate medical
attention. An aneurysm can also hap-
pen in the lung.

Sleep apnea is a sleep disorder that
causes loud snoring and breathing
interruptions during a night’s sleep.
People with sleep apnea often don’t
feel rested when they wake up in the
morning. Research has linked the con-
dition to high blood pressure, since
many people who are diagnosed with
sleep apnea also have high blood pres-
sure.

Urinary system

Your kidneys help remove waste
from the blood, regulate blood vol-
ume and pressure, and filter waste out
through urine. In order to do this well,
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tons of beeswax, 247 tons of propolis,
and 3,917 grams of bee venom are pro-
duced annually in the country.
Currently, there are about 11.8 million
bee colonies in 109,759 apiaries in the
country, he added.

Pointing out that Iran ranks third in the
world in the number of apiaries, he said
87,932 people are working in apiaries in
the country, and the output of these api-
aries is honey and its by-products.
Stating that all these products are not
consumed domestically, he said about
10 percent of these products are export-
ed to countries such as Turkey and Arab
countries.

Complaining about the low amount
of honey production compared to the
number of apiaries and colonies, Moha-
jer said the average production of honey
in Iran is much lower than the standard,
in a way that about four kilograms of
honey is produced in traditional colo-
nies, and an average of 9.6 kilograms of
honey is produced in modern colonies.
He stated that the low literacy of the
producers is one of the main reasons
for the low production in the colonies,
adding that the production potential of
each bee colony in the country is more
than 25 kilograms.

they need healthy blood vessels.
High blood pressure can dam-
age the larger blood vessels
leading to your kidneys and
the smaller vessels inside
your kidneys. Over time,
this damage prevents the
kidneys from doing their
job properly. This is called
kidney disease and can
lead to kidney failure.

High blood pressure is one
of the major causes of kidney
failure. People with kidney
failure no longer have the
ability to remove waste from
their body and will either need
dialysis or a transplant.
Takeaway

Hypertension causes dam-
age slowly over a long
period of time without no-
ticeable symptoms. That’s
why it’s important to practice
healthy habits, like regular exer-
cise and eating a diet that’s low
in sugar, salt and unhealthy fats.
You should also have your blood
pressure checked and know your
numbers. Blood pressure can be
managed and being aware of your high
blood pressure can help you and your
doctor to control it better.

During the past Iranian calendar
week (ended on Friday), Iran Mer-
cantile Exchange (IME) witnessed
trade of 2,664,651 tons of com-
modities with a total trading value
of more than $599 million on its
physical market.

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Affairs
Department, the exchange saw on
its metals and minerals trading
floor trade of 2,214,941 tons of
commodities valued at more than
$376 million.

On this floor the IME sold
1,283,861 tons of cement, 429,000
tons of iron ore, 339,870 tons of
steel, 132,600 tons of sponge iron,
26,800 tons of zinc, 6,550 tons of
copper, 6,400 tons of aluminum,
200 tons of molybdenum concen-
trate and 60 tons of precious met-
als concentrate.

Furthermore, the IME witnessed on
both domestic and export rings of
its oil and petrochemical trading
floor 437,421 tons of commodities
worth nearly $220 million.
Commodities traded on this floor
included 123,000 tons of vacuum
bottom, 105,591 tons of bitumen,
103,996 tons of polymeric prod-
ucts, 45,494 tons of chemicals,
43,000 tons of lube cut, 9,900 tons
of sulfur, 5,196 tons of base oil,
1,014 tons of petroleum products,
240 tons of gas feedstocks and
150 tons of insulation.

The IME also traded within the
same week 12,290 tons of com-
modities on its side market.

As previously reported, IME wit-
nessed trade of 11,781,118 tons of
commodities and 11,265 vehicles
with a total trading value of almost
$4 billion during the past Iranian
calendar month Esfand (the last

Commodities worth over
$299m traded at IME in a week

By:

month of the previous Iranian cal-
endar year), registering growth of
16.3 percent in value and 13.3 per-
cent in volume of trades compared
with the month before that.

The exchange saw on both do-
mestic and export pits of its oil
and petrochemical trading floor,
trade of 1,649,866 tons of com-
modities valued at more than $1
billion.

The IME’s customers purchased
on this floor 527,194 tons of bi-
tumen, 428,160 tons of polymeric
products, 334,000 tons of vacuum
bottom, 159,000 tons of lube cut,
146,843 tons of chemicals, 38,900
tons of sulfur, 14,821 tons of oil
5,272 tons of petroleum products,
890 tons of gas feedstocks and
800 tons of insulation.

Moreover, the exchange saw trade
of 9,809,448 tons of commodities
and 11,265 vehicles worth nearly
$3 billion on its metals and miner-
als trading floor.

Items traded on this floor in-
cluded 4,496,923 tons of ce-
ment, 3,251,000 tons of iron ore,
1,605,401 tons of steel, 392,100
tons of sponge iron, 238,100 tons
of zinc, 39,675 tons of aluminum,
29,355 tons of copper, 1,500 tons
of cast iron, 1,090 tons of molyb-
denum concentrate, 48 tons of pre-
cious metals concentrate and 29 kg
of gold bars.

Last was the IME’s side market
on which the exchange traded
321,804 tons of commodities.

IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the other
three markets are Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran
Energy Exchange (IRENEX).
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