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Production of honey has risen 30
percent in Kordestan province, in the
west of Iran, during the current Irani-
an calendar year (began on March 21,
2022), as compared to the previous
year, according to a provincial official.
Referring to the census of apiaries
in the province during October 8-20,
2022, Farzad Moaveni, the deputy
head of the province’s Agriculture De-
partment, informed about the favora-
ble growth of honey production and
the number of colonies in the apiaries
of the province.

While referring to the number of col-
onies in Kordestan province, he add-
ed: “According to this census, there
are 278,000 colonies in the province,
of which 97 percent are modern and
three percent are indigenous.”
Announcing that a total of 2,435 tons
of honey was produced in the prov-
ince this year, he said: “2,415 tons
of it were related to modern colonies
and 20 tons were related to native col-
onies.”

Pointing out that the average produc-
tion of honey in the modern colonies
of the province was 8.6 kilograms
and in the native colonies was 2.9
kilograms, he reminded that there are
7,213 apiaries in the province, which
shows an increase of 2.5 percent com-
pared to the last year.

Saying that 257 kilograms of royal
jelly was produced in Kordestan this
year, the deputy head of the province’s
Agriculture Department said: “One of
the priority projects of the province
is the development of beekeeping,
which has been seriously pursued
in the last few years.” Back in late
August 2022, the director of the Ag-
riculture Ministry’s beekeeping devel-
opment program said the country’s
annual honey production is expected
to reach 115,000 tons in the current
[ranian calendar year 1401 (ends on
March 20, 2023). According to Touraj
Saremi, the government has paid over
145 billion rials (over $500,000) of
facilities to the country’s beekeepers
since August 2021 when the govern-
ment took office.

Saremi noted that Agriculture Ministry
has defined a five-year development
plan to reform the structure of the
country’s apiaries and increase the
quantity and quality of honey produc-
tion during the Iranian calendar year
1401 to 1405 (begins in March 2026).
“The implementation of this program
requires the necessary support for
providing inputs, implementing edu-
cational-training programs, and pro-
viding facilities to beekeepers. It is
also required to provide apiaries with
insurance coverage to reduce the risks
and to ensure sustainable produc-
tion,” he said. The official noted that
the ministry is also pursuing opening
a credit line to be able to meet part of
the needs of producers in this sector
within the framework of rules and
regulations. As IRNA reported, Irani-
an beekeepers managed to produce
112,000 tons of honey in the previous
Iranian calendar year. Due to the high
quality of Iranian honey, the product is
exported to many countries including
China, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman,
Germany, the United Kingdom, Cana-
da, Hong Kong, Australia, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Irag, and Lebanon.

Back in March 2020, the former direc-
tor of the Agriculture Ministry’s bee-
keeping development plan had said
the country’s beekeeping industry was
planned to become the leading agri-
cultural sector in the country, the lead-
ing honey producer in the region, and
a strong player in the world markets.
“Benefiting from up-to-date knowl-
edge, and technology, the industry is
going to provide reliable, high-quality
products with greater value-added,”
Farhad Moshir Qafari said.

Over the past five years, Iran’s bee-
keeping industry shifted its focus from
producing only one main product,
namely honey, to producing other bee
secretions such as royal jelly and bee
venom, Qafari said. “Melittin is a very
valuable bee venom extract that is cur-
rently imported, but the beekeeping
industry has the potential to produce
this substance inside,” he stressed.

Forergn Mmlstry, Judwlary to pumsh en. Solermani assassins

Abbas Ali Kadkhodaie, the
head of an Iranian special
committee tasked with prose-
cuting suspects in the assassi-
nation of General Soleimani in
domestic and foreign courts,
remarked on Saturday that nu-
merous institutions in Iran, in-
cluding the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the country’s jus-
tice system, had made some
positive steps to punish Gen.
Soleimani’s assassins.
Delivering a speech in a spe-
cialized roundtable concentrat-
ing on fighting terrorism and
extremism in the West Asia
region, Kadkhodaie, a legal ex-
pert, censured the U.S. for as-
sassinating Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani.

It was an act of state terrorism
and a blatant disregard for all
rules and conventions of inter-
national law, said Kadkhodaie,
a legal expert.

The official also said that an
indictment to prosecute sus-
pects in the case is nearing

completion.

Iranian judges and prosecutors
have been working on the case
to ensure a favorable legal con-
clusion, the former member of
the Guardian Council stated.
Kadkhodaie referred to the as-
sassination of General Soleim-
ani as an abominable crime
and demanded that all those
who were culprits should be
held to account.

He stated that by assassinating
General Soleimani, the U.S.
had breached all of its interna-
tional commitments, including
non-interference in the inter-
nal affairs of other countries,
compliance with human rights
standards, and respect for
nations’ sovereignty and inde-
pendence.

He emphasized that the U.S.
has been unable to defend the
assassination, which he called
a “clear example of state ter-
rorism.”

Asserting that Tehran was
in the forefront of the battle
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against  terrorist  organiza-
tions like Daesh when General
Soleimani was martyred, Kad-
khodaie reaffirmed Iran’s plan
to confront and resist outsid-
ers in the West Asia region.
“General Soleimani  bol-
stered Iran’s global power”
Speaking in the roundtable
held at the Foreign Ministry In-
stitute for Political and Interna-
tional Studies, the spokesman
for Iran’s Foreign Ministry also
emphasized that one of Gen-
eral Soleimani’s key traits was
his capacity to increase both
domestic and global power in
support of the resistance front.
“Martyr Soleimani had a mul-
tifaceted personality which is
important to carefully examine
both his multifaceted traits and
philosophical school in accord-
ance with the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution’s directives,”
Nasser Kanaani asserted.

The spokesman noted that
General Soleimani was a na-
tional and unifying figure, as

the Leader said, as well as hav-
ing the ability to bring about
power for the country and be-
ing a non-factional figure.

He also added that the martyr
could increase the power of Is-
lam, the region, and Iran on the
global stage.

Kanaani continued by saying
that since the great command-
ers life and martyrdom gave
rise to power, the “haughty”
U.S. chose to murder him
openly because they could not
resist his unfailing traits and
characteristics.

He said that the enemies
planned the terrorist attack be-
cause they thought the fallout
from Soleimani’s assassina-
tion was more tolerable than
his inspiring persona.

The diplomat stated that his
assassination increased Iran’s
influence and that all saw how
his funeral march was “inspir-
ing”.

“U.S. misdeeds in assassi-
nating Gen. Soleimani will go
down in history”

Former Iranian ambassador to
Iraq, Iraj Masjedi, termed the
U.S. assassination of General
Soleimani as a historical crime.
He underscored that the legal
and judicial pursuit of those
responsible for such a heinous
crime and those who assisted
the Americans will immediately
begin.

Martyr Soleimani’s visits to
Irag were all formal and at
Irag’s request, the former dip-
lomat noted.

Cautioning the ramifications of
the U.S. crime, he added that
the Americans’ devilish action
showed their true image to the
people of the region, particu-
larly the Iraqgis.

He also emphasized that mar-
tyr Soleimani was a role model
in battling terrorism.

As their convoy departed
Baghdad International Air-
port in January 2020, General
Soleimani, his Iraqi trench-
mate Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis,
the second-in-command of the
PMU, and his certain deputies

were assassinated by a drone
strike that was specifically or-
dered by the White House.

Due to their crucial contribu-
tions in fighting against the
takfiri Daesh terrorist organi-
zation, notably in Iraq and Syr-
ia, both leaders enjoyed great
respect throughout West Asia.
Iranian officials have reiterated
time and time again that Tehran
will definitely exact retribution
on the terrorists who planned
and carried out the attack on
the anti-terror hero.

Tehran has emphasized that
because it is unpredictable
when and where attacks would
occur, Americans and Zionists
should not take its threat of
retaliation lightly. Tehran is se-
rious about taking vengeance
for the assassination of Martyr
Soleimani.

Days later, in retaliation, the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) launched a bar-
rage of missiles towards the
U.S.-run Ein Al-Assad airbase
in the western province of
Al-Anbar in Irag. The missile
assault was called a “first slap”
by Iran.

At least 110 American service
members suffered “traumat-
ic brain injuries” during the
counterattack on the base, ac-
cording to the Pentagon.

Iran has requested that Inter-
pol should issue a red notice
for all perpetrators and plan-
ners of General Soleimani’'s
assassination.

Numerous more individuals
have been named by Tehran
as having ties to the intended
terrorist act, including former
U.S. President Donald Trump,
Pentagon officials, and Amer-
ican soldiers stationed in the
region.

Based on a statement issued
by the Iranian Foreign Ministry,
the assassination of General
Soleimani was ordered, carried
out, or assisted by a number
of people, including Trump,
former Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, and former National
Security Advisor John Bolton.

Avatollah Mesbah Yazdi was ‘promiment, influential jurist’: Raist

Iranian President Ayatollah Seyed Ebrahim Rai-
si has praised the late Ayatollah Mohammad Tagi
Mesbah Yazdi as a great jurist.

Speaking at a commemorative ceremony held on
the occasion of the second anniversary of the death
of Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi, President Raisi said that
“our society today can reach knowledge and prac-
tice by knowing the character of Ayatollah Mesbah.”
President Raisi pointed out that Ayatollah Mesbah
was one of the prominent and influential teachers
in the field of ethics and he was also an outstanding
jurist in the field of practice and rulings.

According to Ayatollah Raisi, if someone’s speech,
actions and thinking were the manifestation of juris-
prudence, he is a perfect jurist. “The speech of such
a person reminds us of God and his actions are also
manifestations of jurisprudence,” he continued.
Raisi emphasized that Ayatollah Mishah Yazdi was
one of the fighters against the Pahlavi regime. “He
has left some statements in this regard and he was
fighting against the worst of things, which was the
Pahlavi regime,” Raisi said. “And after the [1979],
he supported with all his might the best of things
that is the Islamic Republic.”

Ayatollah Raisi added, “The late Ayatollah Mishah
Yazdi knew deviations well and fought against them
well. For this reason, he was called the Ammar Yas-
er of the Revolution. He was very excellent in the
field of the Clarification Jihad.”

Raisi noted, “He confronted deviant ideas and se-
ditionists who wanted to bring chaos to the region,
and he was one of the models of this confrontation
and resistance alongside the martyred general Qa-
ssem Soleimani.”

Ayatollah Mesbah died in early 2021 at the age of 85
due to gastrointestinal disease. A philosopher and
political theorist, the ayatollah was a member of the
Assembly of Experts and the Society of the Semi-
nary Teachers of Qom. He also founded the Bagir-
ul-Uloom Institute and then the Imam Khomeini

Education and Research Institute in the city of Qom,
which he headed for the rest of his life.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei expressed his condolences over the
demise of prominent cleric, saying he himself is
mourning the demise of a “dear brother.”

In a message, the Leader said Ayatollah Mesbhah
Yazdi’s demise is a loss for the seminary and the
Islamic studies.

“I received the news of the demise of Ayatollah
Hajj Sheikh Muhammad-Tagi Misbah Yazdi - a
spiritual scholar and a mujahid fagih and hakim —
with considerable grief and sorrow. This is a grave
loss for Islamic seminaries and for Islamic ethics in
general,” the Leader said in the message. “He was
an outstanding thinker and a competent manager
who had an eloquent tongue in telling the truth and
who stood firm on the straight path. His services
in producing religious thoughts, in writing instruc-
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tive books, in training brilliant and influential pupils,
and in showing his presence in all the arenas where
his presence was necessary are really and truly
unique.”

He added, “From his youth until the end of his life,
piety and devoutness were his eternal qualities,
and the blessing of treading on the path of towhidi
(Monotheistic) understanding was God’s great re-
ward for his long-term endeavor.”

In the meantime, the Leader condoled with the be-
reaved family of the late ayatollah, his students, and
the seminary.

“Being in mourning myself for the loss of this old-
time and dear brother of ours, | express my con-
dolences to his esteemed family, his honorable
children, and his relatives, and | extend my con-
dolences to the pupils and admirers of that great
teacher and to the Islamic seminaries,” the Leader
said.

Iran foreign min-
istry to hold spe-
cialized forum on
General Soleim-
ani

The Iranian Foreign Ministry
has announced that it will
organize a specialized fo-
rum on the role of General
Qassem Soleimani in com-
bating terrorism.

The first meeting of the
scientific and  research
gatherings focused on de-
lineating the activities of
the great commander of
Islam and Iran, martyr Qa-
ssem Soleimani, dubbed
“The Specialized Forum on
Fighting Terrorism and Ex-
tremism in the West Asia
Region”, will be held at the
Center for Political and In-
ternational Studies of the
Iranian  Foreign  Ministry
on Saturday December 31,
2022 with the presence of
guests and attendees from
different Iranian institutions
and bodies, according to the
Public Relations of the Irani-
an foreign ministry.
During this meeting, the
fight on terror and the key
role of martyred general
Soleimani in the fight on
terror in the West Asia re-
gion will be discussed from
different perspectives in-
cluding its field, legal and
international  aspects.
Iran is preparing for com-
memorating the third mar-
tyrdom anniversary of Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani who
was assassinated by the
United States at the Bagh-
dad airport in the early days
of 2020.

Hamidreza ~ Mogadamfar,
who is in charge of the pop-
ular campaign for the third
anniversary of the assassi-
nation of General Qassem
Soleimani, has said that
Iran will hold a national
commemorative ceremony
on the occasion of the third
anniversary of the assassi-
nation of the commander of
the IRGC Quds Force.

The ceremony will be held at
the Grand Mosalla Mosque
of Tehran on January 3.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Sunday, Mogadam-
far said the ceremony will
include various programs
including grassroots cam-
paigns aimed at commem-
orating the assassination of
General Soleimani.

The programs include rec-
itation of the Holy Quran,
reading of General Soleima-
ni’s will, book donation, per-
forming religious prayers,
and media activities, he ex-
plained.

Mogadamfar also said the
word “soul-sacrificing” has
been chosen as the motto
for the ceremony.

“Haj Qassem  Soleimani
sought to elevate the Islam-
ic revolution and considered
Iran a shrine. He considered
Iran to be the owner of the
holy shrines and he believed
that if Iran is damaged,
many holy shrines will be
damaged,” Mogadamfar
said, according to Mehr
News.

He added, “He is always
alive. He is a national hero
and a hero of the Islamic
Ummah and will remain
a hero. He has forever
become a role model for
free-thinking  people.”
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IMF sees a pos-
itive outlook for
Iranian
in 2023

economy

Drawing a positive outlook for
the Iranian economy in 2023,
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has predicted that
10 major indicators of the Ira-
nian economy would experi-
ence growth and improvement
in the mentioned year com-
pared to 2022.

Based on the IMF data, Iran’s
Gross  Domestic  Product
(GDP) based on the purchas-
ing power index will grow by
$91 billion or two percent in
2023 to reach $1.7 trillion.
Meanwhile, Iran’s GDP per
capita is also expected to in-
crease by $865 based on the
purchasing power index to
reach $19,528 in 2023 from
$18,663 in 2022.

IMF sees Iran’s GDP exclud-
ing oil grow by two percent in
2023, and the growth of the
country’s economy including
oil will be 2.1 percent this year.
The inflation rate in lran is
predicted to be 40 percent in
2023, registering no change
compared to 2022.

The International Monetary
Fund expects the rate of the
country’s liquidity growth to
slow down in 2023. The li-
quidity growth that reached
47.5 percent of GDP in 2022
will decrease to 45.6 percent
in 2023.

The budget deficit of the Ira-
nian government in 2023
will reach six percent of GDP,
which is 1.8 percent higher
than the figure in 2022.
The Iranian government’s to-
tal revenues will not change
in 2023 compared to the pre-
vious year. The Iranian gov-
ernment’s income in 2023 is
estimated to be 8.3 percent
of the GDP, registering no
change compared to the pre-
vious year. however, the gov-
ernment’s non-oil incomes
will increase from 7.4 percent
of GDP in 2022 to 7.5 percent
of GDP in 2023.

Based on the IMF data, the
downward trend of the Iranian
government’s gross debt will
continue in 2023 to settle at
31.9 percent of the GDP this
year.

The fund also predicts Iran’s
current account balance to be
$30.2 billion in 2023. Iran’s
current account balance in
2022 is estimated at more
than $32 billion.

Based on the mentioned data,
Iran’s foreign currency re-
serves increase by more than
$11.4 billion in 2023 and reach
$42.2 billion. Iran’s available
foreign currency reserves in
2022 are estimated at $30.8
billion. This international or-
ganization has announced
that Iran’s foreign currency
reserves are more than $120
billion, but it claims that Iran
has access to only a small part
of these reserves due to the
U.S. sanctions.

According to the estimate
of the International Mone-
tary Fund, Iran’s foreign debt
in 2022 will be equal to 0.5
percent of the GDP and it is
expected that this figure will
remain the same in 2023.
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TEDPIX falls
56,800 points
on Saturday

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), lost 56,819
points to 1.59 million on Saturday (the
first day of Iranian calendar week).

As reported, over 14.983 billion secu-
rities worth 79.324 trillion rials (about
$273.5 million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index dropped
50,495 points, and the second mar-
ket’s index lost 86,884 points.
TEDPIX has risen 87,603 points (6.22
percent) to 1.496 million points in the
previous Iranian calendar month Azar
(ended on December 21, 2022).
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Persimmons can be eaten fresh, dried or cooked.
Not only are persimmons tasty, they’re packed
with nutrients that can benefit your health in sev-
eral ways.

Here are some benefits of persimmons.

1. Loaded With Nutrients

Though small in size, persimmons are packed
with an impressive amount of nutrients.

In fact, one persimmon (168 grams) contains (1):
e Calories: 118

e Carbs: 31 grams

* Protein: 1 gram

e Fat: 0.3 grams

e Fiber: 6 grams

e V/itamin A: 55% of the RDI

e \/itamin C: 22% of the RDI

* \/itamin E: 6% of the RDI

* \/itamin K: 5% of the RDI

» Vitamin B6 (pyridoxine): 8% of the RDI

e Potassium: 8% of the RDI

* Copper: 9% of the RDI

* Manganese: 30% of the RDI

Persimmons are also a good source of thiamin
(B1), riboflavin (B2), folate, magnesium and
phosphorus.

These colorful fruits are low in calories and load-
ed with fiber, making them a weight loss-friendly
food.

Just one persimmon contains over half the rec-
ommended intake of vitamin A, a fat-soluble vita-
min critical for immune function, vision and fetal
development (2).

Aside from vitamins and minerals, persimmons
contain a wide array of plant compounds, includ-
ing tannins, flavonoids and carotenoids, which
can positively impact your health (3Trusted
Source).

The leaves of the persimmon fruit are also high in
vitamin C, tannins and fiber, as well as a common
ingredient in therapeutic teas (4Trusted Source).
2. Excellent Source of Powerful Antioxidants
Persimmons contain beneficial plant compounds
that have antioxidant qualities.

Antioxidants help prevent or slow cell damage
by counteracting oxidative stress, a process trig-
gered by unstable molecules called free radicals.

Health and Nutricion Bene-
fits of Persimmon

Source:
By:

Oxidative stress has been linked to certain chron-
ic diseases, including heart disease, diabetes,
cancer and neurological conditions like Alzheim-
er's (5Trusted Source).

Fortunately, consuming antioxidant-rich foods
like persimmons can help fight oxidative stress
and may decrease the risk of certain chronic dis-
eases.

Diets high in flavonoids, which are powerful anti-
oxidants found in high concentrations in the skin
and flesh of persimmons, have been linked to
lower rates of heart disease, age-related mental
decline and lung cancer (6Trusted Source).
Persimmons are also rich in carotenoid anti-
oxidants like beta-carotene, a pigment found in

many brightly colored fruits and vegetables.
Studies have linked diets high in beta-carotene
to a lower risk of heart disease, lung cancer,
colorectal cancer and metabolic disease (7Trust-
ed Source).

Additionally, a study in over 37,000 people found
that those with a high dietary intake of beta-caro-
tene had a significantly reduced risk of developing
type 2 diabetes (8Trusted Source).

3. May Benefit Heart Health

Heart disease is the leading cause of death world-
wide and negatively impacts the lives of millions
of people (9Trusted Source).

Fortunately, most types of heart disease can be
prevented by reducing risk factors, such as an

unhealthy diet.

The powerful combination of nutrients found in
persimmons makes them an excellent choice for
boosting heart health.

Persimmons contain flavonoid antioxidants, in-
cluding quercetin and kaempferol.

Consuming a diet high in flavonoids has been
linked to a reduced risk of heart disease in several
studies.

Diets high in flavonoid-rich foods can support
heart health by lowering blood pressure, reducing
“bad” LDL cholesterol and decreasing inflamma-
tion (11Trusted Source).

What’s more, the tannins that give unripe per-
simmons their mouth-puckering bitterness may
lower blood pressure.

Many animal studies have shown that tannic acid
and gallic acid, both found in persimmons, are
effective at lowering high blood pressure, a major
risk factor for heart disease (12Trusted Source,
13Trusted Source, 14Trusted Source).

4. May Help Reduce Inflammation

Conditions like heart disease, arthritis, diabetes,
cancer and obesity are all linked to chronic in-
flammation.

Luckily, choosing foods that are high in anti-in-
flammatory compounds can help reduce inflam-
mation and lower disease risk.

Persimmons are an excellent source of the potent
antioxidant vitamin C.

Vitamin C helps protect cells from damage caused
by free radicals and combats inflammation in the
body.

Persimmons also contain carotenoids, flavonoids
and vitamin E, all of which are potent antioxidants
that fight inflammation in the body (19Trusted
Source, 20Trusted Source, 21Trusted Source).

5. Rich in Fiber

Having too much cholesterol, especially “bad”
LDL cholesterol, can increase the risk of heart
disease, stroke and heart attack.

Foods high in soluble fiber, such as fruits and
vegetables, can help lower high cholesterol levels
by helping the body excrete excess amounts of it.
Fiber is also important for regular bowel move-
ments and can help reduce high blood sugar levels.

Parts was forced to acknowledge reality ahout
[ran regtonal mtluence: MP

A senior Iranian lawmaker has com-
mented on remarks by French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron regarding
Iranian influence in the region, say-
ing the remarks were made out of
desperation.

The lawmaker, Abbas Moqtadaei,
who is the deputy chief of the Iranian
Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee, said that
the French now have to change their
policy on Iran out of desperation.
President Macron has recently said
that problems on the West Asia re-
gion can only be resolved within a
framework that includes Iran.

“I have been convinced from the be-
ginning that the questions on Leba-
non, Syria, and beyond can only be
resolved if we find a framework for
discussion including Iran, given its
influence in the region,” he said on
his way back to Paris from Amman,
where a regional summit on lraq
took place.

Commenting on President Macron’s
remarks, Moqtadaei said, “Iran’s
regional position is a native, en-
dogenous and regional issue, so it
is not an issue that Westerners and
their presidents have created in their
words.”

He added, “In other words, as a re-
sult of the resistance of the Iranian
people and the increasing growth
of our country and all the deterring
dimensions, not only France can-
not create a break in the path of
the growth of the Islamic Republic,
but in order to be able to live in this
region, it is forced to accept some
things as reality despite its inner de-
sire.

Moqgtadaei made the remarks in an

interview with the Iranian Parliament
ICANA news agency.
According to the lranian lawmak-
er, President Macron’s comments
showed how scared he is of the
future of Paris’ relations with Asian
countries.
He added, “As an emerging region-
al power, Iran has strong tools to
create effective security grounds.
Therefore, the French are now forced
to change their policies due to their
desperation, fear, and feeling of in-
security in the West Asian region.”
Moqtadaei also said that France’s
stated and practical polices are dif-
ferent. “Of course, it must be admit-
ted that this action of the French is
late because Iran has recorded the
immorality of France, England, and
Germany in its calculations of inter-
national relations. In the memory of
the Iranian nation, their bad promis-
es have remained.”
He stated, “The wall of mistrust be-
tween Iran and the three countries of
France, England, and Germany has
grown higher.”
The lawmaker concluded, “The
French should know that stability and
security in the West Asian region is
the responsibility of the countries of
this region and they cannot act with
all kinds of conspiracies of the 19th
century. Now international relations
have changed and Asian countries
are working together, and Western
countries cannot have an imperialist
approach.”
In his remarks, Macron likened Irani-
an influence in the region to metas-
tasis, saying it was his responsibility
to reduce it.
“The region looks with great resent-

ment at the West after what hap-
pened in Iraq and Afghanistan and
that is why they say to us: ‘You don’t
have a lesson to give us’. So, one
of the countries that was a pole of
stability that you may not have liked,
you changed its leadership and you
didn’t find anything better, you just
let the Iranians metastasize, so it’s
your responsibility to reduce that
metastasis,” Macron said, according
to Le Monde.

Iran’s state news agency IRNA has
said that the French president’s ac-
knowledgment of the necessity of
Iran’s presence in regional talks is
due to its influence in the region.
“The President of France acknowl-
edges the importance of Iran,” it
added.

The French president has recently
attended the second edition of the
Baghdad Conference for Coopera-
tion and Partnership, which was held
in the Jordanian capital Amman.
Along with President Macron, offi-
cials from Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
Kuwait, Jordan, Qatar, Egypt, and the
United Arab Emirates attended the
Baghdad conference II.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian represented Iran
and delivered a speech at the sum-
mit.

On the sidelines of the Baghdad
Conference Il in Jordan’s capital
Amman, Amir Abdollahian held a
meeting with the EU’s Foreign Policy
Chief Josep Borrel. At the meeting,
the key issues on the agenda of Iran
and the EU, especially the state of
the Vienna talks, were discussed by
the two top diplomats, the Iranian
foreign ministry said.

[ eader: Late Meshah was moredibly
Intelligent, creative

Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei on
Saturday called Ayatollah Moham-
mad Taghi Mesbah Yazdi highly in-
credibly intelligent and creative.
“The late Mohammad Taghi Mesbah
Yazdi possessed distinctive traits,”
the Leader said in an address to
the second international conference
honoring the late ayatollah.

The second international congress
commemorating Ayatollah Mesbah
Yazdi took place on Saturday in
Tehran in the presence of President
Ebrahim Raisi, a few intellectuals,
military brass, and national author-
ities.

“Remembering Mr. Mesbah is one
of the duties,” the Leader declared.
“Retaining his legacy entails keeping
his manner alive.”

Ayatollah Khamenei described Aya-
tollah Mesbah Yazdi as a person
possessing distinctive qualities.

The Leader listed his exceptional
qualities as being very knowledge-
able, smart and innovative thinker,
clear speaker, unending and exclu-
sive motivation, good and outstand-
ing behavior, and spirituality.

“Death is for everyone, but his path
should continue and it should not
be closed,” underlined Ayatollah
Khamenei.

The Leader of the Revolution stated
that “his views should be uncovered
and publicized via his works.”

As an Iranian Shia theologian, phi-
losopher, and political theorist, Aya-
tollah Mesbah Yazdi was the spiritual
head of the “Front of Islamic Revolu-
tion Stability” who passed away on
January 1, 2021.

Ayatollah Meshah regarded a loyal
Hezbollah advocate: Nasrallah
Addressing the congress, Hezbollah
chief Seyed Hassan Nasrallah also
stated that Ayatollah Mesbah was
one of the most ardent supporters of
the Lebanese Resistance.

“In the Islamic world, Ayatollah
Mesbah possesses a distinctive and
remarkable personality. Seminaries
recognize him as a forward-thinking
philosopher,” Nasrallah stated in his
message to the conference.

“He was a forerunner in the preser-
vation of Islam and the Islamic Rev-
olution,” the message read.
Nasrallah pointed out, “He used to
come to Lebanon and meet with us.
He used to go to the border points
and talk to the Resistance forces.”
“Mesbah was a godly man. His emo-
tional connection to Hezbollah was
quite strong, as he revealed and ex-
plained in his words. We gave him
our whole support,” Nasrallah said.
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