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Iran has appointed a new ambassa-

Russia hails talks

dor to neighboring Afghanistan after
the current envoy’s tenure came to
an end.

Iran’s presidential envoy to Afghani-
stan Hassan Kazemi Qomi will replace
Bahador Aminian, the current Iranian
ambassador to Afghanistan whose
three-year tenure has come to an
end, according to [RIB News, the of-
ficial news agency of the Iranian state
broadcaster.

Qomi will retain his current job simul-
taneously with his new role.

The ambassador turnover has come
with rumors that Aminian is being
changed as a result of documents
hacked from Fars News in which he
inveighed against the Taliban. The
Iranian embassy in Afghanistan has
rejected the rumors, saying that the
change has nothing to do with the
leaked documents.

Qomi has recently proposed the for-
mation of a joint committee with the
Afghan authorities with the aim of
jointly combatting terrorism.

In comments after attending the
Moscow format meeting on Afghan-
istan, Kazemi Qomi said it is neces-
sary for Iran and Afghanistan to set
up a joint security and information
exchange committee to counter ter-
rorist threats.

He also urged that the neighbors
of Afghanistan should provide as-
sistance to Afghanistan within the
framework of a coordination or secu-
rity committee.

The neighbors of Afghanistan can
cooperate with Kabul by training
the country’s security forces, ex-
changing information, and providing
equipment, he added, according to a
Tasnim report.

Kazemi Qomi had said earlier that
Tehran is planning to hold a big in-
ternational meeting on Afghanistan at
the level of foreign ministers.
Speaking at the Moscow format
meeting on Afghanistan, Kazemi
Qomi said, “Iran is planning to hold
a big meeting on Afghanistan at the
level of foreign ministers in the near
future in order to contribute to the
improvement and stability of Afghan-
istan.”

Parliamentary com-
mittee condemns S.
Korean parliament’s
backing for rioters in
Iran

The National Security and Foreign
Policy Committee of the Iranian par-
liament issued a statement on Satur-
day condemning the South Korean
parliament’s interference in Iran’s
internal affairs through its support
for the rioters, asking the Foreign
Ministry to review relations with
Seoul in different areas. “In contin-
uation of the anti-lran behaviors of
the officials of South Korea we have
unfortunately witnessed the issuance
of biased statement of this country’s
parliament against the Iranian peo-
ple and supporting the rioters, who
have been endangering the life and
security of the people of Iran,” the
parliamentary committee stated. The
Korean parliament backed the rioters
while the country has frozen large
sums of the Iranian assets in line with
Washington’s anti-Iran sanctions and
is refusing to release them, it added.
“This action (freezing the assets) is
in fact considered a plundering of the
[ranian nation’s financial resources,”
part of the statement said. The parlia-
mentary committee said such moves
will surely affect relations between the
two countries in different areas.

“Undoubtedly, the continuation of
anti-Iran policies of Seoul in tandem
with the White House against the Ira-
nian nation will affect the interaction
between the two countries in different
areas, and the Islamic Consultative
Assembly (Parliament) will take nec-
essary measures in line with restora-
tion of the rights of the Iranian nation
by using its legal and supervisory
capacities,” the statement concluded.

Iran offers 1AEA a Chance for getting over differences

A delegation from the UN nu-
clear watchdog is expected to
arrive in Iran in the next few
days in what appears to be an-
other chance offered by Iran to
the West to redress their past
misbehavior.

The visit comes amid a dead-
lock in both the talks over
reviving the 2015 Iran nucle-
ar deal and the negotiations
between Iran and the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) over a safeguards
probe.

Mohammad Eslami, the head
of the Atomic Energy Organ-

ization of Iran (AEOI), has
expressed hope the trip of
the IAEA delegation would set
Tehran and the Agency on a
path to resolve the current out-
standing issues.

Speaking to reporters on
Wednesday, Eslami voiced
hope the upcoming visit of
the International Atomic En-
ergy officials to Tehran in the
coming days can help resolve
issues with the Agency.

He said, “Our interactions with
the Agency are underway and
we hope a step forward be tak-
en in the direction of address-

according to a provincial official.
Yousef Derakhshan, a director of the
Agriculture Department of the prov-
ince, said that 15,109 tons of agricul-
tural products were exported from the
province in the eight-month period.

ing ambiguities and obstacles
with the Agency.”

The IAEA probe has dampened
hopes for a breakthrough in
Vienna as Iran said it is po-
litical and that needs to be
addressed before a deal is
reached on the 2015 nuclear
pact, officially known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

The IAEA probe centers
around nuclear materials al-
legedly found at three Iranian
sites previously undeclared
to the Agency. The probe was
launched after Israel alleged

nectarines,

He named the growing bed of mush-
rooms, raisins, peas, fruits (grapes,
and plums),
and tomatoes as the main exported
products, and Irag, Canada, Russia,
Bulgaria, Poland, Italy and the United

that it found the sites in the
nuclear documents it spirited
away from Iran. Iran and the
IAEA have got into a detailed
discussion about the alleged
materials. Iran offered an-
swers to the questions raised
by the IAEA in that regard but
the |AEA, together with some
\Western powers, claimed that
Iran’s answers were not tech-
nically credible.

The Vienna talks over the
JCPOA came to a standstill in
the meantime, with Iran trying
to reach a good and fair deal
in Vienna and the West prior-
itizing the IAEA probe over the
Vienna talks.

The upcoming visit to the IAEA
offers an opportunity for the
West to mend its ways and
pave the way for a resolution
to both issues. Pundits believe
that if the West fails to seize
on this opportunity, it will face
difficulty dealing with Iran as
Iran’s nuclear program will
continue to gallop ahead.

On Saturday, Eslami revealed
part of this leap, saying Iran’s
enrichment capacity is now
twice the total capacity Iran
earned since the inception of
its nuclear program.

The capacity for the enrich-
ment of uranium in Iran is
currently twice as high as the
total capacity since the genesis
of the nuclear industry in the
country, Tasnim quoted Eslami
as saying.

In a meeting with a group of

Agricultural export from Qazvin province moreases by 6 folds

The export of agricultural products
from Qazvin province increased by six
folds in the first eight months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
21-November 21), as compared to the
same period of time in the past year,

lettuce,

Arab Emirates (UAE) as the major ex-
port destinations.

Due to the high quality of the prov-
ince’s agricultural products, they are
exported to other countries every
year, the official further highlighted.

Iranian lawmakers on Satur-
day, Eslami lauded the Parlia-
ment for passing the ‘strategic
action’ for lifting of the sanc-
tions and safeguarding the na-
tional interests, saying the law
has contributed to the develop-
ment of Iran’s nuclear industry,
according to Tasnim.

He said the implementation of
the parliamentary action has
increased the level of uranium
enrichment in such a way that
the capacity for enrichment
in Iran is currently more than
twice as high as that of the
whole history of the nuclear
industry in the country.

Eslami also stated that a com-
prehensive document has been
devised for the development of
industries and creation of do-
mestic capacities in various
industries of the country.
Nearly two weeks ago, Esla-
mi broke ground on a nuclear
plant in Darokhvein, Khuz-
estan. The 300 MW nuclear
plant which has long been in
the planning stage is known as
the Karoun plant and is located
in the small city of Darokhvein
on the outskirt of Shadegan
County.

Upon completion, the Karoun
plant will be a pressurized wa-
ter reactor (PWR) that will be
fueled with 4 percent uranium
and will supply the region with
electricity, according to Iran’s
state news IRNA.

It is expected to cost $2 billion,
IRNA said.

The director of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA), Willian Burns, has expressed concern about
growing cooperation between Iran and Russia.

In a rare interview, Burns told PBS’s Judy Woodruff
that he is “quite worried” about the relationship be-
tween Tehran and Moscow.

“And what’s beginning to emerge is at least the be-
ginnings of a full-fledged defense partnership be-
tween Russia and Iran,” he said.

Burns claimed that within this partnership Iran is
“supplying drones to the Russians” and “the Rus-
sians beginning to look at ways in which, technolog-
ically or technically, they can support the Iranians,
which poses real threats to Iran’s own neighborhood,
too many of our friends and partners in Iran’s neigh-
borhood as well.”

The CIA director alleged that Iranian-made drones are
being used in Ukraine. “And | think it can have an
even more dangerous impact on the Middle East as
well if it continues. So, it's something that we take
very, very seriously,” he added.

Over the last few months, the West has leveled ac-
cusations against Iran regarding the war in Ukraine.
They have accused Iran of supplying drones to Rus-
sia for use in the Ukraine war, a claim Iran roundly
rejects.

(1A chief vorces concerns on Iran-Russia

Citing senior Biden administration officials, NBC
News alleged recently that Russia is now providing
an “unprecedented level” of military and technical
support to Iran in exchange for Tehran supplying
weapons for the war in Ukraine.

“As part of the enhanced partnership, Russia may
be providing Iran with advanced military equipment
and components, including helicopters and air de-
fense systems. In the spring, Iranian pilots trained
in Russia to fly the Sukhoi Su-35, a Russian fighter
jet, which the officials say indicates Iran ‘may begin
receiving the aircraft within the next year,” NBC News
said.

While Iran and Russia have not confirmed U.S. al-
legations yet, White House National Security Coun-
cil spokesman John Kirby openly accused Iran and
Russia of deepening their military cooperation. Citing
alleged intelligence assessments, Kirby accused Rus-
sia of moving to provide advanced military assistance
to Iran, including air defense systems, helicopters,
and fighter jets, part of deepening cooperation be-
tween the two nations.

He said Russia was offering Iran “an unprecedented
level of military and technical support that is trans-
forming their relationship into a full-fledged defense
partnership.”

cooperation

Kirby said Russia and Iran were considering standing
up a drone assembly line in Russia for the Ukraine
conflict, while Russia was training Iranian pilots on
the Sukhoi Su-35 fighter and Iran could receive de-
liveries of the plane within the year, according to a
CBS News report.

The UK leveled similar accusations.

UK Ambassador to the United Nations Barbara Wood-
ward alleged that Russia is attempting to obtain more
weapons from Iran, including hundreds of ballistic
missiles, and offering Tehran an unprecedented level
of military and technical support in return.

“Russia is now attempting to obtain more weapons,
including hundreds of ballistic missiles,” said Wood-
ward, adding, “In return, Russia is offering Iran an
unprecedented level of military and technical support.
We're concerned that Russia intends to provide Iran
with more advanced military components, which will
allow Iran to strengthen their weapons capability.”

In October, the Iranian mission to the United Nations
in New York issued a non-paper explaining Iran’s po-
sition on Ukraine amid Western accusations in that
regard.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran’s position on the Ukraine
situation is clear, consistent, and unwavering, which
has been pronounced since the start of the conflict.
From the beginning, the Islamic Republic of Iran has
always emphasized that all UN Members must fully
respect the purposes and principles enshrined in the
United Nations Charter as well as applicable interna-
tional law, including sovereignty, independence, uni-
ty, and territorial integrity. As a country that has ex-
perienced 8-year imposed war and aggression, Iran
opposes any conflict or war anywhere in the world,
including in Ukraine,” the mission said.

It added, “Iran has consistently advocated for peace
and an immediate end to the conflict in Ukraine and
expressed clearly that this crisis has no military solu-
tion, and building upon this belief, Iran has urged
the parties in the conflict to exercise restraint, avoid
escalating tensions, and engage in a meaningful
process for settling their disputes through peaceful
means while also addressing the root causes of the
situation.”

IAEA,

hetween
Iran

Russian Permanent Repre-
sentative to International Or-
ganizations in Vienna Mikhail
Ulyanov has stated that Rus-
sia supports the talks between
Iran and the IAEA scheduled
to take place in Tehran soon.
“We welcome the IAEA and
Iran negotiations that are
scheduled to take place in
Tehran in the coming days,”
he said.

Speaking to TASS, he also
said that “no one should antic-
ipate any major developments
during the consultations.”
The Russian envoy noted that
the consultations had been
set for the second half of No-
vember, but that the “untimely
and counterproductive” reso-
lution presented by the United
States, the United Kingdom,
Germany, and France at an
IAEA Board of Governors
session to lay pressure on
Iran had forced the talks to be
postponed.

He went on to highlight, “It’s
promising that the interrup-
tion in discussions was brief.
However, no one anticipates
any breakthroughs at the
impending summit. Still, it
is hoped that it will pave the
way for a more detailed and
substantive dialogue to re-
solve the unresolved issues
concerning the anthropogenic
uranium particles discovered
at some Iranian sites.”

The Russian ambassador also
stated that if both parties had
political will, “all of these con-
cerns can surely be handled.”
He added, “If done swiftly
enough, it may help <...>
bring a constructive aspect
to discussions on reinstating
the nuclear accord, which are
now stalled but have the po-
tential to provide a favorable
conclusion.”

On November 10, IAEA Di-
rector General Rafael Grossi
stated that talks with Iran had
finished in Vienna bearing no
fruit but that the parties will
keep in touch.

On the same day, Reuters, cit-
ing an IAEA report, said Teh-
ran had consented to an IAEA
visit to investigate the origin
of uranium particles discov-
ered at three nuclear sites.
Mohammad Eslami, the head
of the Atomic Energy Organ-
ization of Iran (AEOI), has
expressed hope the trip of
the 1AEA delegation would
set Tehran and the Agency on
a path to resolve the current
outstanding issues.
Speaking to reporters on
Wednesday, Eslami voiced
hope the upcoming visit of
the IAEA officials to Tehran
can help resolve issues with
the Agency.

“Our interactions with the
Agency are underway and we
hope a step forward be taken
in the direction of addressing
ambiguities and obstacles
with the Agency,” the nuclear
chief pointed out.

On Saturday, Eslami also re-
vealed that Iran’s enrichment
capacity is now twice the total
capacity Iran has earned since
the inception of its nuclear
program.
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TEDPIX drops
2,800 points on
Saturday

48

main index of
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
dropped 2,840 points to 1.469
million on Saturday.

As reported, over 7.062 billion
securities worth 42.652 trillion
rials (about $147 million) were
traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index lost
3,617 points and the second
market’s index dropped 959
points.

TEDPIX climbed 70,000 points
to 1.472 million in the past Ira-
nian calendar week (ended on
Friday).

The index had risen 131,000
points (10.21 percent) to
1.414 million points in the Ira-
nian calendar week ended on
November 11.

As reported, it was the highest
weekly rise during the current
Iranian calendar year (began
on March 21).

Iran’s exports to
U.S. rise 11 folds
in 10 months on
year

The value of Iran’s exports to
the United States registered
an 11-fold increase in the first
10 months of 2022 from the
same period in 2021, IRNA
reported.

Based on the data released
by the United States Census
Bureau, the U.S. imported
commodities worth $10.9 mil-
lion from Iran in the first 10
months of this year, while the
figure was only $1 million in
the same period of time in the
past year.

According to the mentioned
data, the two countries traded
$46.5 million worth of goods
during January-October which
was 41 percent more than the
figure in the first 10 months of
2021 when the trade between
the two sides amounted to
$33.8 million.

The United States Census
Bureau’s data shows that the
value of U.S. export to Iran in-
creased eight percent to $35.6
million in the 10-month period
of this year, from $32.8 million
in the same time span of the
previous year.

As previously reported by this
bureau, the value of Iran’s ex-
ports to the United States in-
creased by 18 folds in the first
nine months of 2022 from the
same period in 2021.

The U.S. imported commodi-
ties worth $10.9 million from
Iran in the first nine months of
this year, while the figure was
only $600,000 in the same pe-
riod of time in the past year.
According to the mentioned
data, the two countries traded
$42.2 million worth of goods
in the mentioned nine months
which was 42 percent more
than the figure in the first nine
months of 2021 when the
trade between the two sides
amounted to $29.9 million.
The value of U.S. export to
Iran increased seven percent
to $31.3 million in the nine-
month period of this vyear,
from $29.3 million in the same
time span of the previous year.
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§' Mo“thlv income The revenues of Iranian industri-
o of mdust"al com- al companies active in the stock
a . . . market has increased by 14.4 per-
Ef pa|‘||es active in cent in the eighth Iranian calendar
] month of Aban (October 23-No-
= Stock market llp vember 21) as compared to the
T figure for the same month in the
£ 14.4% yriyr

previous year.

Based on the data released by
the Iranian Parliament Research
Center, the production index of
the mentioned companies has
also grown 8.2 percent in the
mentioned month, year on year.

The 14 Most Nutrt-
ent-Dense Yegetahles

Source:

By:

It’s no secret that vegetables — which
are loaded with fiber, vitamins, miner-
als, and antioxidants — are a must-
have in a healthy diet.

They're also filling, flavorful, and per-
fect for a variety of dishes, such as
salads, soups, smoothies, and sand-
wiches.

Although all vegetables are healthy,
several stand out for their supply of
nutrients and powerful health benefits.
Here are 14 of the most nutrient-dense
veggies available.

1. Spinach

This leafy green tops the chart as one
of the most nutrient-dense vegetables.
Spinach also boasts antioxidants,
which may help reduce your risk of dis-
ease. One study found that dark leafy
greens like spinach are high in beta
carotene and lutein, two antioxidants
that are associated with a decreased
risk of cancer (2Trusted Source).
Another study suggested that spin-
ach may benefit heart health by help-
ing reduce blood pressure (3Trusted
Source).

2. Carrots

Carrots are packed with vitamin A.
They also contain beta carotene, an an-

The establishment of joint free zones
has been put atop agenda of Iran’s Free
Zones High Council activities, the depu-
ty secretary of the council for economic
affairs stated.

Ahmad Jamali said the creation of joint
free zones is one of the strategic policies
of the 13th government in international
relations, especially relations with the
neighbors and Asian countries.

In mid-August, the previous secretary of
the Free Zones High Council announced
that the trade balance of the country’s
free trade zones has become $35 million
positive for the first time in 30 years.
According to Saeid Mohammad, there
are currently 15 free trade zones and
33 special economic zones active in the
country and the necessary licenses have
also been obtained for the establishment
of 79 new special economic zones.

The official noted that although the over-
all trade balance of the free trade and spe-

tioxidant that provides their vibrant or-
ange color and may help prevent can-
cer. Your body converts this compound
into vitamin A (5Trusted Source).

In fact, one study in more than 57,000
people associated eating at least 2—4
carrots per week with a 17% lower
risk of colorectal cancer in the long run
(6Trusted Source).

A review of 18 studies found that car-
rots may also reduce lung cancer risk
(7Trusted Source).

Finally, these popular root veggies are
high in many other key nutrients, in-
cluding potassium and vitamins C and
K (4Trusted Source).

3. Broccoli

Broccoli is rich in a sulfur-containing
plant compound called glucosinolate,
as well as its byproduct sulforaphane
(8).

Researchers in animal and test-tube
studies have extensively explored sul-
foraphane’s ability to protect against
cancer (9Trusted Source).

This cruciferous veggie may help pre-
vent other types of chronic disease as
well.

One small study found that broccoli
sprouts decreased levels of several

markers of inflammation, which have
been linked to chronic conditions such
as heart disease (10Trusted Source).
Just 1 cup (91 grams) of raw brocco-
li provides 77% of the DV for vitamin
K, 90% of the DV for vitamin C, and
a good amount of folate, manganese,
and potassium (11Trusted Source).

4. Garlic

Garlic has been used as a medicinal
plant for millennia (12Trusted Source).
Its main active compound is allicin,
which has been shown to aid blood
sugar and heart health (13Trusted
Source).

In a 3-month study in 90 people, those
who took 1,600 mg of garlic powder
per day had significant reductions in
belly fat and decreases in blood pres-
sure and triglyceride levels compared
with the placebo group (14Trusted
Source).

Garlic powder supplementation also
led to improvements in insulin resist-
ance, a condition that may contribute
to type 2 diabetes (14Trusted Source).
Another review of 33 studies found that
garlic lowered cholesterol levels and
improved blood sugar control, which
may support those with heart disease

cial economic zones together has always
been positive, this is the first time that
the foreign trade balance of the free trade
zones becomes positive separately.
Underlining the important role that free
trade and special economic zones play
in the country’s economic growth, Mo-
hammad said: “The main function of free
zones is to facilitate export, production,
foreign exchange, entry of new technolo-
gies and promotion of knowledge-based
companies.”

According to Mohammad, 360 ftrillion
rials (about $1.24 billion) of investment
has been made in the country’s free trade
zones in the past Iranian calendar year
1400 (ended on March 20).

The establishment of free trade zones
(FTZs) in Iran dates back to the Iranian
calendar year 1368 (March 1989 - March
1990) following the fall in the country’s
oil income in the preceding year which
prompted the government to promote

non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were
established in the south of the country.
The first one was Kish Free Trade Zone
established in 1368 on Kish Island in the
Persian Gulf and the second one was
Qeshm Free Trade Zone established the
year after on Qeshm Island in the Strait
of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have
been also established in the country
since then, including Chabahar in south-
eastern  Sistan-Baluchestan  Province,
Arvand in southwestern Khuzestan Prov-
ince, Anzali in northern Gilan Province,
Aras in East-Azarbaijan Province and
Maku in West-Azarbaijan Province, both
in the northwest of the country.

The development of existing free trade
zones and the establishment of new
FTZs has become one of the major
economic approaches of the Iranian
government.

or type 2 diabetes (15Trusted Source).
Plus, although further research is
needed, test-tube and animal stud-
ies suggest that allicin has powerful
cancer-fighting properties (16Trusted
Source).

5. Brussels sprouts

Like broccoli, Brussels sprouts are a
cruciferous vegetable, and they contain
the same beneficial plant compounds.
Brussels sprouts also boast kaemp-
ferol, an antioxidant that may be par-
ticularly effective in preventing cell
damage (17Trusted Source).
Kaempferol has been shown to have
anti-inflammatory and cancer-fighting
properties, which may protect against
disease (18Trusted Source).

This veggie is likewise a great source
of fiber, an important nutrient that sup-
ports bowel regularity, heart health,
and blood sugar control (19Trusted
Source, 20Trusted Source).
Additionally, Brussels sprouts are very
nutrient-dense. Each serving is packed
with folate, magnesium, and potas-
sium, as well as vitamins A, C, and K
(19Trusted Source).

6. Kale

Like other leafy greens, kale is re-

nowned for its nutrient density and
antioxidant content.

Only 1 cup (21 grams) of raw kale
is loaded with potassium, calcium,
copper, and vitamins A, B, C, and K
(21Trusted Source).

Another study showed that drinking
kale juice may decrease blood pres-
sure, cholesterol, and blood sugar lev-
els (23Trusted Source).

7. Green peas

Green peas are high in fiber, which sup-
ports digestive health. They also con-
tain plant compounds called saponins,
which may have anticancer effects.
The bottom line

Not only are most vegetables brim-
ming with antioxidants and an array
of essential vitamins and minerals,
but many also offer health-promoting
properties.

Although the veggies listed above are
great nutrient-dense options to add to
your diet, many others are loaded with
nutrients as well.

For the best health outcomes, try to
consume a variety of vegetables to take
advantage of their unique health bene-
fits. Be sure to include them as part of a
balanced diet.

T

In coordination with the Iranian Oil
Ministry’s representative office in
Baghdad, the Iragi Qil Ministry has
notified all its affiliated entities about
Iranian companies’ readiness for
participation in the country’s energy
projects, Shana reported.

The oil ministries of Iran and Iraq
have established a joint working
group in order to facilitate cooper-
ation between the two sides in the
energy sector through reviewing
joint projects and providing recom-
mendations to the ministers of both
countries in order to take the neces-
sary decisions and measures.

One of the major priorities of the
mentioned working group is to pave
the way for the presence of capable
Iranian companies in lIrag’s energy
projects.

As a result, the Iraqgi Oil Ministry has
put the mentioned goal on the agen-
da and as the first step, all the enti-
ties affiliated with the ministry have
been notified to take the necessary
measures for preparing the ground
for the presence of Iranian contrac-
tors in the country.

Iranian Qil Ministry opened a repre-
sentative office in Baghdad in No-
vember with the aim of enhancing
the level of cooperation and synergy

[ramian companies to participate
n Iraq’s ener

oy projects

between the two sides, and especial-
ly to carry out joint projects between
the two brotherly countries in the
fields of oil, gas, and energy.

In late November, Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi said the country was
seeking expansion of energy ties
with neighbor Iraq.

Raisi made the remarks in a joint
press conference with Prime Minis-
ter of Irag Mohammed Shia’ al-Su-
dani who arrived in the Iranian cap-
ital on November 30 to hold talks
with the authorities of the Islamic
Republic.

“Fortunately, today Iran and Iraq
have very good and close coopera-
tion in a wide range of political, eco-
nomic, security, social, cultural, sci-
entific, and technological areas, and
we hope that this cooperation will be
improved in the future,” Raisi said.
After meeting with President Raisi,
Al-Sudani also held talks with Iran’s
First Vice President Mohammad
Mokhber, in which the two sides
stressed the need for establishing
and strengthening banking ties as
a prerequisite for the expansion of
energy relations.

Speaking at this meeting, Mokhber
pointed to the numerous areas for
mutual cooperation between Iran
and Iraq, saying that the strengthen-
ing of banking cooperation is a pre-
requisite for the development of eco-
nomic relations and the expansion of
cooperation in the energy sector.

He called on the Iraqi side to take the
necessary measures for the removal
of barriers in the way of banking and
commercial exchanges between the
two countries.
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