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The end of the months-long
unrest in Iran has once again
brought to the surface the Bid-
en administration’s dithering on
Iran, particularly regarding the
stalled talks in Vienna over the
2015 Iran nuclear deal.

After two months of continued
unrest, calm and order have
been restored in Iran. What
French  President  Emanuel
Macron called a “revolution”
turned out to be a little more
than a hitch. The Europeans
and their American allies threw
their full weight behind the
fleeting wave of unrest that
erupted in the wake of the death
of Mahsa Amini in September.
The West’s support for the un-
rest has escalated tensions be-
tween Iran on the one hand and
the U.S. and its European allies
on the other. Iran and some Eu-
ropean countries summoned
each other’s ambassadors sev-
eral times in protest. The talks
over the Iran deal, officially
known as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA), fell
victim in the process. The Eu-
ropeans and Americans heaped
human rights sanctions on Iran
instead of engaging in the nu-
clear talks that were meant to
lift the very U.S. sanctions on
[ran.

The latest Western batch of
sanctions against Iran was ex-
pected to be levied on Monday.
Iran beat them to the punch and
slapped new sanctions on a
number of British and European
Union individuals and entities.
Inthe last two months, Biden of-
ficials have slowly moved from
blaming the hiatus in the Vienna
talks over the nuclear deal on
Iran to openly saying that the
pact is no longer on their agen-
da. And most recently, Biden of-
ficials have resorted to military
threats against Iran to revive a
deal they say is no longer on
their agenda. Secretary of State
Tony Blinken has hinted that the
U.S. is ready to use the military
option against Iran. Address-
ing the J Street National Con-
ference, Blinken went over the
history of U.S. non-compliance
with the JCPOA.

However, he threatened Iran
for the current state of play be-
tween Tehran and Washington.
“We continue to believe that
diplomacy is the best way to
prevent Iran from obtaining a
nuclear weapon. But should the
Iranian regime reject that path,
its leaders should make no mis-
take that all options are on the
table to ensure that Iran does
not obtain a nuclear weapon,”
he said.

This highly charged atmos-
phere appeared to have been
created in the wake of unrest in
Iran, which now has gone.
The JCPOA issue, however, re-
mains unresolved. Pundits be-
lieve that the West might have
miscalculated the situation in
Iran on the unrest and, accord-
ingly, destroyed the prospects
for a deal, believing that Iran
will either succumb to unrest
or come willing to give away the
store.

But none has happened.

Iran has said that it will not
make  concessions  under
threat. After a recent phone
conversation with the EU for-
eign policy chief, Josep Bor-
rell, lranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian said
on Twitter, “Talked to @Josep-
BorrellF following his call. |
said, if the US & the E3 think,
via pressure, they generate
leverage in the negotiations,
they are wrong! We respond to
sanctions & interference. Con-
currently, we are on the way
to the final stage of a good,
strong & durable agreement.”

Modern irrigation heing established m 10,000 ha of South Khorasan farmlands

Modern irrigation being estab-
lished in 10,000 ha of South
Khorasan farmlands

Mehdi Jafari, the head of the
province’s Agriculture De-
partment, also said that the
mentioned systems have been
established in 2,931 hectares
of farmlands in South Khoras-
an since the beginning of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 21), putting the prov-
ince in second place in the
country in this due.

The official said that 37,978
hectares of farmlands are
equipped with modern irriga-
tion systems in South Kho-
rasan.

Recent droughts in Iran have
raised the need to use new
methods of irrigation.

Head of Iran-lraq Joint Chamber of
Commerce Yahya Ale Eshaq said trade
challenges between the two countries
have been mostly resolved and bilat-
eral trade is expected to reach $10 bil-
lion by the end of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20, 2023).

Iran and Iraq have set a target of $20
billion in annual trade, and business-
men and authorities of both countries
are determined to meet that target, Ale
Eshaq told IRNA on Sunday.
According to the official, Iran and Iraq
have had the experience of reaching

It is necessary to develop
modern methods of irrigation
and replace them instead of
traditional irrigation by farm-
ers due to the lack of water in
most areas.

Considering the current situa-
tion when the country is facing
water challenges, the Agricul-
ture Ministry is implementing
a new irrigation systems de-
velopment plan.

Back in May, the ministry’s
project manager for the men-
tioned development plan said
that the plan for developing
modern irrigation systems has
witnessed a significant leap in
the past three years, as it is
most effective in increasing
the efficiency of water and soil
resources and strengthening

years.

$14 billion in annual trade in previous

He added that the international trade
recession and lower Iranian electrici-
ty and energy sales to Iraq were the
main reasons for the decline in trade
exchanges between Iran and Iraq.

Ale Eshaq stated that the ban on the
export and import of certain goods
according to the laws of the two coun-
tries has also been a major reason for
the decrease in the trade volume.

Referring to the Iraqi prime minister’s
recent visit to Iran, he noted that var-

the country’s food security.
Over the past three years, each
year, an average of 150,000
hectares of farmlands have
been equipped with modern ir-
rigation systems, and we have
witnessed a 300 percent jump,
Abbas Zare stated.

The official expressed hope
that considering the budget
allocation for the provinces at
the beginning of the current
Iranian calendar year (began
on March 20), the ministry
would be able to develop the
project in terms of both quan-
tity and quality.

And, in mid-September, he
said that following the minis-
try’s new irrigation systems
development plan, 174,000
hectares of farmlands have

ious areas of cooperation including
joint investments, oil and gas and
collaboration in the economic sector
were discussed during this trip.

“In general, Iran and Iraq have agreed
to improve relations and change the
monetary and banking conditions so
that the central banks of the two coun-
tries will ease the current situation and
solve the problems,” he added.

The value of Iran’s exports to Iraq rose
20 percent during the previous Iranian
calendar year (ended on March 20) as
compared to the preceding year.

been equipped with modern
irrigation systems in the cur-
rent Iranian year.

According to Zare, the pur-
pose of implementing the plan
of modern irrigation systems
is to increase the productivity
and sustainability of water and
soil resources in the country
to ensure the sustainable pro-
duction of agricultural prod-
ucts.

According to the official, the
implementation of this plan is
going to increase the irrigation
efficiency of the mentioned
farmlands to 44 percent which
will increase the production
capacity of agricultural prod-
ucts by 30 percent.

Although the government
seems to pursue the imple-
mentation of this plan serious-
ly, more support and incen-
tives are needed in this due.
The implementation of the
modern irrigation plan should
be accelerated to prevent
water wastage and promote
optimal consumption in the
country, and the Ministry of
Agriculture should pay special
attention to this field.

Villages play an essential role
in food production and secu-
rity, and supporting villagers
by developing services and
providing facilities is the basis
of work.

As stated last week by an
economics professor, “In or-
der for farmers to be able to
benefit from modern irrigation
methods when planting crops,
it is necessary to have appro-
priate tools, equipment and
technology. However, despite
the government’s approval
of 15 percent investment by
farmers and 85 percent gov-
ernment support, it is not still
possible for the farmers, while
the necessary equipment

[ran-Iraq trade expected to reach SI0b by fate March

Iran exported $8.916 billion worth of
commodities to its neighbor in the
mentioned year, making Iraq the Is-
lamic Republic’s second-biggest trade
partner.

Exports to Iraq accounted for 18.3
percent of the country’s total non-oil
shipments in the previous year.

Iran and Iraq signed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) on economic
cooperation back in January 2021, at
the end of the fourth meeting of the
two countries’ Joint Economic Com-
mittee.

should be provided to them in
installments and other simple
methods.”

In order to preserve the sur-
face and underground water
resources of the country, it
is necessary to direct the
farmers towards new irriga-
tion methods, Abdol-Majid
Sheykhi told IRNA.

While criticizing the model of
submerged cultivation that is
now common in the country,
he said: “This method of cul-
tivation is a wrong method for
a land that has faced water
shortages throughout histo-
ry and has a long history of
drought, and it is inefficient;
and in order to preserve the
surface and underground wa-
ter resources, modern meth-
ods of irrigation such as strip
and drip should be used.”

The professor said the illegal
drilling of agricultural wells
and the overexploitation of
underground water resources,
which are constantly increas-
ing, cause irreparable damage
to the country’s water resourc-
es.

Referring to the heavy conse-
quences of excessive exploita-
tion of the country’s water
resources, especially in the
agricultural sector, Sheykhi
suggested that a coordination
headquarters be formed be-
tween the ministries of energy
and agriculture to design a
pattern of cultivation and ir-
rigation based on the climate
of Iran.

Emphasizing the need for gov-
ernments to pay attention to
the issue of water and water
resources, he considered the
drought as a natural and his-
torical issue in the country,
and that careful planning and
proper policy-making should
be done to face it.

T'ransit via border termimals up 8% m 8 months on year

The transit of commodities through border termi-
nals increased by eight percent in the first eight
months of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-November 21), as compared to the same peri-
od of time in the past year, the head of Iran Road
Maintenance and Transportation Organization an-
nounced.

Dariyush Amani said 5.4 million tons of commod-
ities were transited through these terminals in the
said time span.

Last year, nearly 10 million tons of goods were
transited through Iran’s border terminals, and con-
sidering the targeting of 20 million tons of transit,
the capacity of the North-South corridor, including
the route from Russia to India and other countries

in the region, should be used to achieve this figure,
the official further stressed.

As previously announced by Amani, the transit of
commodities through the Iranian roads network in-
creased by 38 percent in the first half of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-September 22), as
compared to the first half of the preceding year.

He said, “We have 26 border terminals with 15
neighboring countries, and with the good poten-
tials we have in the country’s road transport, more
than 80 percent of the country’s transport is carried
out through roads”.

Transit of commodities through the Iranian roads
network increased by 98 percent in the previous
Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20),
as compared to the preceding year, the direc-
tor-general of Transit and International Transporta-
tion Affairs Bureau of Iran Road Maintenance and
Transportation Organization (RMTO) said.
According to Javad Hedayati, over 9.3 million tons
of goods were transited via the country in the pre-
vious year.

Meanwhile, as announced by Ruhollah Latifi, the
former spokesman of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRICA), after seven years
of reduction in the transit of goods from the coun-
try, the growth path of transit resumed in the past
year, and with the passage of 12.65 million tons of

goods through Iran, a growth of 68 percent was
achieved.

The policy of paying attention to neighbors and
developing political and economic relations with
neighboring countries in the current government,
increasing attention to road and rail routes in the
world and the efforts and cooperation of transpor-
tation and trade-related organizations in establish-
ing or activating corridors through the country has
led to significant growth in transit of goods through
Iran.

Iran is one of the countries that has a special sta-
tus in trade and transit relations due to its strategic
location and special geography, as the country is
the passage of several important international cor-
ridors.

Considering its geographical location, Iran can play
a significant role in the transit of goods in the region
and benefit a lot from its status in this due.

Paying attention to upstream documents, espe-
cially the country’s development plans, and the
government’s decision to develop transit, paying
special attention to infrastructure development,
reducing transit time, making it cheaper to cross
Iran and making more advantages over competi-
tors, due to the short path for customers, can lead
to facilitating the development of transit so that the
country can reach the desired growth in this due.

‘China still seeks
expansion of trade
ties with Iran’

Saeid Eshtiagi, a board
member of the Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (ICCIMA) told IRNA
on Monday that economic
relations between Iran and
China are on an upward tra-
jectory and the Asian coun-
try is still seeking expansion
of ties with the Islamic Re-
public.

“This country [China] has
stood by Iran in difficult
times and has been among
Iran’s friendly countries,”
Eshtiagi said.

He noted that the vice pre-
mier of China is going to
visit Iran in the coming
weeks.

Referring to the signing of
the comprehensive 25-year
cooperation agreement be-
tween Iran and China, the
official said: “We should use
the opportunities presented
by this agreement to our in-
terests.”

The ICCIMA board member
further stated that Iran’s oil
exports to China have in-
creased in recent months,
adding: “This country was
one of Iran’s major target
markets at the height of the
sanctions and did not leave
Iran alone as a friend and
supporter in times of hard-
ship.”

Emphasizing that China is
still seeking to develop its
economic relations  with
Iran, Eshtiagi said: “Iran
is one of China’s trading
partners, and we must first
solve our internal problems
and develop our relations
with other countries to im-
prove bilateral relations.”
According to the data re-
leased by China’s customs
administration, the value
of Iran’s non-oil exports to
China reached $5.37 hillion
in the first nine months of
2022, registering an 11-per-
cent rise year on year.
The Islamic Republic ex-
ported $4.84 billion worth
of goods to China in Janu-
ary-September 2021.
Based on the mentioned
data, Iran and China trad-
ed $12.32 billion worth of
commodities in the men-
tioned nine months to reg-
ister an 18-percent increase
compared to $10.49 billion
in the same period in 2021.
China’s exports to Iran in
the first nine months of
2022 also grew by 23 per-
cent compared to the previ-
ous year to reach $6.95 bil-
lion. The Asian country had
exported $5.65 billion worth
of goods to Iran in the same
period of the previous year.
Iran-China non-oil trade
stood at $14.8 billion in
2021, according to China’s
customs  administration.
China is one of Iran’s main
trade partners that has
maintained strong trade ties
with the Islamic Republic
despite the strict U.S. sanc-
tions.

Iran and China officially
signed the document for
25-year comprehensive co-
operation in March 2021.
The document was signed
between Iran’s former For-
eign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi at
the Iranian Foreign Ministry.
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TEDPIX climbs
20,000 points on
Monday

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained
20,012 points to 1.409 million
points on Monday.

As reported, over 8.73 billion se-
curities worth 43.358 trillion rials
(about $150 million) were traded
at the TSE. The first market's in-
dex rose 20,095 points, and the
second market’s index climbed
23,442 points.

TEDPIX lost 15,000 points to
1,402,830 in the past Iranian cal-
endar week (ended on Friday).
The index had risen 131,000
points (10.21 percent) to 1.414
million points in the Iranian calen-
dar week ended on November 11.
As reported, it was the highest
weekly rise during the current
Iranian calendar year (began on
March 21).

After a long period of decline, the
stock market transactions finally
returned to the upward cycle from
the last three weeks and under the
influence of the decisions taken
by the government and the Secu-
rities and Exchange Organization
(SEQ), and increased the hope of
shareholders to invest again in
this market and obtain a reason-
able return from it.

Iran executes ri-
oter convicted of
killing two Basij
members

A rioter convicted of killing two
Basij members in Mashhad’s
recent unrest was hanged in the
public early on Monday morning.
The rioter, Majid Reza Rahnavard,
has reportedly been convicted
of killing Hossein Zeinalzadeh
and Danyal Rezazadeh, the two
members of the Basij who were
stabbed to death on November
17 during unrest that erupted in
the wake of the death of Mahsa
Amini.

Rahnavard was charged with
Moharebeh, which means wag-
ing war against God and Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) and usually
results in receiving the death pen-
alty. This the second execution in
connection with the Mahsa Amini
unrest and the first carried out in
the public.

On Thursday, the Judiciary exe-
cuted a rioter who had blocked
Sattar Khan Street in Tehran. The
rioter, Mohsen Shekari, was con-
victed of Moharebeh. Following
the execution of Shekari, the West
leveled huge criticism against the
Islamic Republic. They accused
Iran of violating human rights, a
charge Iran roundly denied.
Seyed Majid Mir-Ahamadi, the
Deputy interior minister for secu-
rity and police affairs, has reacted
to criticism against Iran for exe-
cuting Shekari, saying the ene-
my’s propaganda in this regard
aims to prolong the unrest.

He said the people have demand-
ed that the Judiciary to put on trial
the rioters and the Judiciary has
done so. He made the remarks in
an interview with Fars News.

The security official said the en-
emy’s propaganda against the
Judiciary is natural because they
want the rioters to act freely.
He pointed out the implementa-
tion of sentences against rioters
has caused them to feel that they
cannot allow themselves to con-
tinue their crimes.

In reaction to a series of tweets
by Western officials who reacted
harshly and angrily to the execu-
tion of Shekari, the Iranian For-
eign Ministry said late on Thurs-
day that the Judicial system in
Iran “has employed proportionate
and standard anti-riot methods.”
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intl. transporta-
tion expo in late

The sixth International Exhibition
of Transportation, Logistics, and
Related Industries is scheduled to
be held at Imam Khomeini Grand
Prayer Campus (Mosalla) during
December 18-20, the director
general of Tehran Transport and
Urban Development Department

said.

As IRIB reported, Khalil Mohabbat
said one of the distinct features of
this year’s exhibition is the strong
presence of capable domestic
manufacturers in the event which
is slated for National Transporta-
tion Week.

What Are Nails Made OF And 15 Other Things You Should Know About Your Nails

Source:

1. Your nails are made of keratin
Keratin is a type of protein that forms
the cells that make up the tissue in nails
and other parts of your body.

Keratin plays an important role in nail
health. It protects nails from damage
by making them strong and resilient.
2. Yes, that’s the same stuff that
makes up your hair

Keratin forms the cells of your hair and
skin, too. It also forms cells that are a
key part of many glands and that line
internal organs.

3. Your visible nails are dead

Nails start growing under your skin.
As new cells grow, they push old ones
through your skin. The part you can
see consists of dead cells. That's why it
doesn’t hurt to cut your nails.

4. But they need blood flow to grow
out and create the “nail”

Tiny blood vessels, called capillaries,
sit under the nail bed. Blood flowing
through the capillaries helps nails grow
and gives them their pinkish color.

5. Nails do have feeling — sort of
The nails you can see are dead and have
no feeling. However, a layer of skin un-
der the nails, called the dermis, has
sensory nerve endingsTrusted Source.
These send a signal to your brain when
pressure is applied to your nails.

6. Fingernails grow about 3.5 millim-
eters each month

And toenails grow about 1.5 millime-
tersTrusted Source per month. Those
are the averages for healthy adults.
Whether you're getting proper nutri-
tion and how well you take care of your
nails can affect the growth rate.

7. Men’s nails grow faster

Their hair grows faster than women’s,
too. The one exception is during preg-
nancy, when a woman’s nails and hair
might grow faster than a man’s.

8. So do the fingernails on your dom-
inant hand

If you're right-handed, you might've
noticed the nails on that hand grow
faster than on your left and vice ver-
sa. This could be because that hand is
more active.

9. Seasons influence growth

Nails grow faster in summer than in

winter.

10. How much you use your hands af-
fects growth, too

Using your hands a lot makes your
nails more prone to minor trauma from
things like tapping them on a table or
using a keyboard. This promotes blood
circulation in your hands, stimulating
nail growthTrusted Source.

11. Your nail color can change ac-
cording to your health

About 10 percent of all dermatologi-
cal conditions are nail-related. Yellow,
brown, or green nails usually mean you

Parliament tries to approve (G plan by late March

Spokesman of the Iranian Parliament
Economic Committee Mehdi Toghyani
said on Monday that the parliament will
make the necessary effort to approve
the capital gains tax (CGT) plan by the
end of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20, 2023).

Stating that the CGT plan has been on
the parliament’s agenda for a long time,
Toghyani noted that the busy schedule
of the parliament and the occasional
emergencies are the reasons for delay-
ing the approval of the mentioned plan,
IRNA reported.

He further emphasized the importance
of the CGT plan, saying that the parlia-
ment will definitely deal with this plan,
however, considering the priority of next
year’s budget bill and the seventh Na-
tional Development Plan, it is not pos-
sible to make a precise comment about
the plan’s approval date.

“This plan is one of the important in-
frastructure plans of the country and
because of the transparency it creates,
it can improve the country’s economic

,}“'

situation,” the official added.

During an open session of the parlia-
ment on May 26, the Iranian MPs ap-
proved the general outline of the CGT
plan.

The parliament’s Economic Committee’s
report on the mentioned plan was dis-
cussed and approved in the session.
Based on the approved plan, if a person
buys gold, foreign currency, a house, or
a car and then sells it, he/she must pay
the related tax.

As defined by the Investopedia, capital
gains tax is a levy assessed on the pos-
itive difference between the sale price of
the asset and its original purchase price.
Long-term capital gains tax is a levy on
the profits from the sale of assets held
for more than a year. Short-term capi-
tal gains tax applies to assets held for
a year or less and is taxed as ordinary
income.

While CGT prevents the wealth to be
owned just by a few people, it leads the
liquidity toward production and helps
the re-distribution of wealth and income

=

in society.

It was in the middle of the Iranian cal-
endar year 1391 (March 2012-March
2013) that economic officials apparently
thought of passing a capital gains tax
law.

Finally, this plan was sent to the cabi-
net by the Ministry of Finance and Eco-
nomic Affairs in February 2019, after a
seven-year delay, and reached the par-
liament after 10 months.

Capital gains tax is one of the tax bas-
es that, although it can increase pub-
lic resources, mainly has a regulatory
function and can play an effective role
in regulating various markets such as
housing, cars, gold, and currency by
weakening unproductive activities and
reducing speculative incentives.

In this regard, the plan on capital gains
tax was proposed with the aim of sup-
porting production and investment,
reducing fluctuations in asset markets
such as car and housing, gold, and for-
eign currency, as well as preventing a
sudden rise in prices in these markets.

have a fungal infection. In some cases,
yellow nails are a symptom of a thyroid
condition, psoriasis, or diabetes.

12. White spots on your nails aren’t
actually a sign of calcium deficiency,
though

White spots or lines are usually caused
by minor injuries to your nail, like from
biting them. These spots are typically
harmless and will grow out.

13. And stress can really affect your
nails

Stress can cause your nails to grow
more slowly or even temporarily stop

By:

growing. When they start growing
again, you might have horizontal lines
across your nails. They’re usually
harmless and will grow out.

14. Nail biting is the most common
“nervous habit”

Also called onychophagia, nail bit-
ing usually doesn’t cause long-term
damage. However, it raises your risk
of getting sick by spreading germs
to your mouth. Damage to the skin
around your nails could cause infec-
tion, too.

15. You really do need to let your
nails “breathe”

To keep nails healthy, take breaks from
using polish or having artificial nails.
The bottom line

Your nails give you a picture of your
overall health. Changes in your nail
color or a disruption in their growth
could be symptoms of a medical con-
dition, poor nutrition, or excessive
stress. Talk to your doctor if you're
worried about recent changes to your
nails.

Follow these tipsTrusted Source for
good nail hygiene:

e Trim your nails regularly, keeping
them short.

e |f you do have longer nails, scrub the
underside of them when you wash your
hands. Use soap and water every time
and consider using a nail brush as well.
e Sanitize nail grooming tools before
each use.

* Don’t bite or chew your nails.

* Avoid ripping or biting off hangnails.
Instead, use a sanitized nail trimmer to
remove them.

The remarks by British Foreign Secre-
tary James Cleverly that Iran was sup-
plying arms to Russia in its military
campaign in Ukraine is utterly false,
the Russian embassy in London has
said, calling his statement “inappro-
priate”.

“We categorically reject recent com-
ments by Cleverly, who followed in
the footsteps of US authorities and ac-
cused the Russian Federation and Iran
of some ‘sordid’ deals concerning the
Ukraine crisis. The United Kingdom is
well aware of the fact that the allega-
tions about Iran’s military supplies to
Russia lack any factual basis,” the dip-
lomatic mission said in a statement
released on Monday.

“Russia, unlike certain Western gov-
ernments, is invariably committed to
compliance with national legislations
as well as international principles as
regards its cooperation with third
countries,” it added, Press TV report-
ed.

The Russian embassy also empha-
sized that Cleverly should be remind-
ed of London’s and its Western allies’
massive military, technical, financial
and propaganda assistance to Ukraine
when talking about “sordid” transac-
tions between Moscow and Tehran.
The embassy underlined that supply-
ing Ukraine with Western weapons,
which is taking place in clear breach of
fundamental norms of export control,
only led to prolongation of hostilities
and an increase in civilian casualties
as Ukrainian army forces used the
military equipment to launch “de-fac-
to terrorist strikes against civilian tar-
gets” on Russian territory.

“We are carefully recording all cases
of London’s and its Western allies’
financial and military supplies to the
Kiev regime, as well as planned mil-
itary operations against Russian fa-
cilities and military personnel. Such
criminal acts will naturally have spe-
cific legal consequences for all those
involved,” the statement said.

Moscow strongly rejects British clam
that Iran sendimg arms to Russia

The embassy also drew attention to
Cleverly’s “utterly unfounded specula-
tions” that Tehran violated UN Secu-
rity Council Resolution 2231, which
endorses the 2015 Iran nuclear deal
(JCPOA).

“If London is really concerned about
implementation of the resolution, Brit-
ish authorities should pay meticulous
attention to its true violator, the United
States, whose unilateral withdrawal
from the nuclear deal [in May 2018]
has created serious challenges for
global security,” the statement added.
Earlier this month, Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
rejected claims about the Islamic
Republic’s arms sales to Russia to
be used in the ongoing war against
Ukraine, saying such allegations are
aimed at legitimizing the West’s mili-
tary assistance to Kiev.

In a phone conversation with Secre-
tary General of the United Nations An-
tonio Guterres on December 2, Amir
Abdollahian said the ongoing conflict
between Russia and Ukraine is root-
ed in the wrong policies of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
namely its expansion toward the east.
The top diplomat reiterated Tehran’s
opposition to the dispatch of weapons
to the warring sides which he said
would only increase human losses
and financial costs for both sides.

He said Tehran would continue its
efforts to stop the war and promote
lasting peace in Europe.

Both Iran and Russia have repeatedly
denied claims that Tehran has provid-
ed Moscow with drones to be used in
the war in Ukraine.

The anti-Iran claims first emerged in
July, with U.S. National Security Advi-
sor Jake Sullivan alleging that Wash-
ington had received “information” in-
dicating that the Islamic Republic was
preparing to provide Russia with “up
to several hundred drones, including
weapons-capable UAVs on an expe-
dited timeline” for use in the war.
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https://lwww.healthline.
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