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Build the world we want: A healthy
future for all” is the theme of the
Universal Health Coverage Day to
ensure everyone everywhere has
access to quality healthcare without
suffering financial hardship.

Each year on 12 December, Uni-
versal Health Coverage Day marks
the date to call on leaders to make
smarter investments and accelerate
efforts towards “Health for All”.
Universal health coverage (UHC)
lifts people out of poverty, pro-
motes the well-being of families
and communities, protects against
public health crises, and moves us
toward health for all. This year’s
theme emphasizes that in order
to build strong health systems we
need equity, trust, healthy environ-
ments, investments, and accounta-
bility.

UHC Day is an opportunity to cele-
brate progress and raise awareness
for what is required to deliver es-
sential health care for families and
communities everywhere.

In the past two decades, the UHC
service coverage index in the
Western Pacific Region, which
marks progress in increasing ac-
cess to essential health services,
has increased from 49 in 2000 to
80 in 2019. However, inequities
in service coverage and financial
hardship exist in many countries,
especially among vulnerable and
hard-to-reach  populations.

Iran’s measures towards UHC
Iran’s universal public health insur-
ance scheme, known as Salamat
Health Insurance, covers hospital-
ization, para-clinical and outpatient
services, including doctor’s visits,
radiology, lab tests, and medication
costs at any public hospital affiliat-
ed with the Ministry of Health.
Iran has taken steps to provide
health coverage for the whole pop-
ulation, in addition to the refugees.
Even during the outbreak of the
coronavirus, the country has pro-
vided treatment services and vacci-
nation to foreign nationals just like
Iranians.

Some 170,000 refugees residing
in Iran are now covered by health
insurance, according to the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees.

Iran has also gone far to establish
a Primary Health Care (PHC) sys-
tem in 1981, now covering a pop-
ulation of approximately 82 million
rural and urban residents, which
is considered a great step towards
universal health coverage, Moham-
mad Hossein Nicknam, Immunolo-
gist in Tehran University of Medical
Sciences, told the Tehran Times in
2020.

“Currently, over 17,800 Health
Houses are providing services to 28
million villagers nationwide, with a
workforce of 31,000, he highlight-
ed, adding, 6,642 family physicians
and 5,852 rural midwives are work-
ing in 2,794 comprehensive rural
health care centers.

Therefore, 98 percent of the coun-
try’s rural population is covered by
the PHC system,” he noted.
Pointing out that 93 percent of the
urban residents are covered by the
health networks in the country,
he said that 3,987 physicians and
1,2032 health care providers (den-
tists, nurses, midwives, and health
professionals in the fields of envi-
ronmental health, nutrition, mental
health, etc.) provide services to 54
million people,” he also explained.
Elsewhere in his remarks, he said
that “easy access to healthcare
services along with lowering public
spending on healthcare services are
the two main requirements of an
efficient health network, as empha-
sized by the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) in its 2008 report.
Ensuring universal health coverage
(UHC) without impoverishment is
the foundation for achieving the
health objectives of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs); so the
WHO has set a theme of “Health for
all” for two years.
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New Obyectives of BMI Strategy ldentified m
Strtegl Iellgnu Uonference

On the second day of the Strate-
gic Intelligence Conference, the
new objectives and concepts of
Bank Melli Iran (BMI)’s strategy
were reviewed and identified,
the Public Relations Department
of Bank Melli Iran (BMI) report-
ed.

This prestigious Conference was
attended by the members of the
Operating Boards of Bank Melli
Iran, heads of the Department
Generals and Branches Affairs
of the bank as well as other sen-

Head of Iran Small Industries and In-
dustrial Parks Organization (ISIPO) Ali
Rasoulian said that over 40 trillion rials
(about $111.1 million) has been in-
vested for implementing infrastructure
development projects in the country’s
industrial parks and zones since the be-
ginning of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21), IRNA reported.

“With more than 2,200 development
projects being implemented in industri-
al parks and zones, we hope that nearly

ior directors of Bank Melli Iran.
In this Conference, the sen-
jor managers and experts of
different districts and affiliat-
ed departments of Bank Melli
Iran emphasized the need for
maintaining and protecting the
eye-catching  successes and
achievements of the bank.

These experts and senior man-
agers identified the opportuni-
ties, requirements and threats
in line with planning to design
and compile the next year’s new

0ver SIIm mvested In industrial parks smee March

ing: “Since the beginning of the 13th
government administration
2021), 2,200 stagnant production units
have returned to the production cycle.”
In line with the current Iranian year’s
motto, which is “Knowledge-Based and
Job-Creating Production”, the Ministry
of Industry, Mining and Trade has been
implementing new programs to support
productive units across the country.
Providing infrastructure and incentives
to small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) are among the major programs
that the ministry has been following in
relation to industrial parks.

Rasoulian had earlier said that over
2,023 projects related to providing in-
frastructure for industrial parks, includ-
ing water, electricity, and gas supply,
with 60 trillion rials (more than $333
million) of credit were underway in dif-
ferent parts of the country.

According to Rasoulian, 2,067 idle in-
dustrial units were revived in the coun-
try’s industrial parks and zones during
the previous Iranian calendar year 1400
(ended on March 20).

The official noted that with the reviving
of the mentioned units job opportunities
were created for over 39,000 people.

as saying.

the end of the year.

eight trillion rials (about $222.2 million)
will be invested in these projects by the
end of the year,” IRIB quoted Rasoulian

Mentioning his organization’s plan for
establishing 1,000 workshop units in
industrial parks across the country, the
official expressed hope that some of
these units will become operational by

He further underlined reviving idle units
as another priority plan of ISIPO, say-

objectives and concepts.

The senior managers and direc-
tors of the bank also discussed
the strength and weaknesses of
the bank.

During the meeting, the manag-
ers of the bank emphasized the
need for integrating systems of
the bank, reducing the outstand-
ing and obligatory facilities,
classifying customers, increas-
ing the advertisement of prod-
ucts and services of the bank,
pioneering role of the bank in

the country’s banking network.
On the sidelines of organizing
the seminar, Amir-Masoud Ra-
zazan the Deputy CEQ of Bank
Melli Iran (BMI) for Financial Af-
fairs was the first speaker who
said the process of gaining prof-
itability in the service-rendering
organizations like Bank Melli
Iran is due to the following two
factors: 1- designing product
and offering quality after-sales
services and marketing affairs.
He then pointed to the high
capacities and capabilities of
branches of Bank Melli Iran
across the country and stated
that branches of the bank can
establish necessary cooperation
and interaction, gaining cus-
tomers’ satisfaction, attracting
the new financial resources, ac-
quiring commission incomes as
well as reducing costs can play
a leading role in profitability of
the bank.

He termed the existence of
integration and coordination
between the BMI's branches
‘as necessary’ and expressed
hope that suitable ways will be
paved for yielding income and
developing activities of the bank
more than before through the
up-to-date, high-quality, proper
and favorable production and
design, competiveness of the

(August

“ISIPO had put it on the agenda to re-
vive 2,000 stagnant units inside and
outside industrial parks and zones in
the previous year and by the end of the
year 2,067 idle units returned to the
production cycle, which provided em-
ployment for more than 39,000 people,”
Rasoulian said.

The official noted that 1,433 small
workshop units were also established
in the mentioned year most of which
were productive and knowledge-based
units with high technology.

The necessary licenses were also ob-
tained for establishing 26 new indus-
trial parks and zones across the coun-
try in the previous year, he added.

In late February, Rasoulian said that
900 consultants from the private sec-
tor and knowledge-based companies
were selected in the form of industry
clinics across the country to recognize
the weaknesses of industrial units
with the aim of reactivating stagnant
units or units that are operating below
capacity.

He stressed that reviving idle produc-
tion units is the main approach that
the government is currently following
in the industry sector.

services and products of the
bank based on the simple and
optimal processes in accord-
ance with the requirements of
the customers and selling them
by staff of the bank in the bank
branches.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Ra-
zazan considered the develop-
ment of the digital banking as
the most important strategic
concepts of the bank and added
that performance and coordina-
tion of colleagues is effective in
line with achieving the strategic
objectives and programs of the
bank.

In this Conference, a special-
ized Working Group as well as
presentation of a model of eval-
uation on the performance and
activities of the bank was held
with the participation of experts
and directors of the affiliated
branches of Bank Melli Iran.
Participants in this prestigious
Conference exchanged their
views through submitting their
constructive proposals.

It should be noted that the ex-
perts who established wide-
spread,  constructive  and
effective interaction with the
Strategic Management and Re-
search Department General of
Bank Melli Iran bank were ap-
preciated.

Commodities worth nearly $/28m traded at IME in a week

During the past Iranian calendar week (ended on Fri-
day), 3,038,357 million tons of commodities worth
nearly $728 million were traded at Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME).

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations and In-
ternational Affairs Department, the exchange traded
on its metals and minerals trading floor 2,753,947
million tons of commodities valued at more than
$551 million.

On this floor, the IME sold 1,125,905 tons of ce-
ment, 845,000 tons of iron ore, 664,938 tons of
steel, 66,000 tons of sponge iron, 36,700 tons of
zinc, 9,200 tons of aluminum, 6,579 tons of cop-
per, 200 tons of molybdenum concentrate, 100 kg of
gold bars and 40 vehicles.

Furthermore, the IME saw on both domestic and
export pits of its oil and petrochemical trading floor
281,422 tons of commodities worth more than $174
million.

Commodities traded on this floor included 92,681
tons of polymeric products, 78,000 tons of vacu-
um bottom, 8,500 tons of lube cut, 37,297 tons of
chemicals, 15,520 tons of sulfur, 5,311 tons of base

oil and 42,872 tons of bitumen.

The IME also traded within the same week 2,989
tons of commodities on its side market.

As previously reported, 10,206,807 tons of com-
modities worth over $2.5 billion were traded at Iran
Mercantile Exchange during the past Iranian calen-
dar month Aban (ended on November 21).

The exchange traded on both domestic and export
rings of its oil and petrochemical trading floor 1.767
million tons of commodities valued at nearly $963
million.

The IME’s customers purchased on this floor
452,000 tons of vacuum bottom, 509,633 tons
of bitumen, 394,914 tons of polymeric products,
203,100 tons of lube cut, 139,208 tons of chemicals,
36,575 tons of sulfur, 26,432 tons of oil and 1,100
tons of insulation.

Furthermore, the exchange saw trade of more than
8.322 million tons of commaodities worth over $1.5
billion on its metals and minerals trading floor.
Items traded on this floor included 5,778,000 tons
of cement, 1,462,000 tons of steel, 657,000 tons
of iron ore, 338,500 tons of sponge iron, 35,610

tons of aluminum, 4,740 tons of zinc, 41,892 tons
of copper, 1,000 tons of molybdenum concentrate,
66 tons of precious metals concentrate and 40 kg
of gold bars.

It's worth noting that the IME also traded 2,416 vehi-
cles on its automobiles trading floor.

Last was the IME’s side market on which the ex-
change traded 71,779 tons of commaodities

The value of trades at Iran Mercantile Exchange
rose 102 percent, and the volume of trades at the
exchange increased 128 percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20), which was
the highest level of growth in the history of the ex-
change since its establishment.

Statistical data show that in the past year, in addition
to new records in the volume and value of trades of
different products, 10 major records in total value
and physical market trades were registered. In a way
that besides the total value of trades, the volume and
value of physical market trades, the volume, and val-
ue of industrial products and petrochemicals trades,
the value of oil products trades and the volume and
value of side market trades all hit records.

What air pollution
brings to moun-
tains?

Unbelievably, remote moun-
tains are no exception to air
pollution  exposure despite
many being difficult to travel to,
as roads are scarce and acces-
sibility is limited.

Pollution is a global health
problem. Some 4.5 hillion peo-
ple worldwide are exposed to
concentrations of airborne par-
ticulate matter (PM), at twice
the level the World Health Or-
ganization considers safe.
Although, it is imagined that
the mountains are little impact-
ed by pollution. Unfortunately,
polluting human activities like
mining, livestock, energy pro-
duction and tourism are threat-
ening them.

The exploitation of timber, min-
ing, and pasturage resources
have impacted even remote
mountain areas at high alti-
tudes to varying degrees.
Mohammad Darvish, an en-
vironmental expert, told ISNA
that mountains do not allow the
accumulation of pollutants and
dust by creating wind flows.
“We are harming the mountain
ecosystems under various pre-
texts such as mining, land use
change, creating residential
settlements or changing use
to industrial settlements, road
constructions, and pipelines
without regulation.

Al reduce the power of the
mountains to moderate the
climate and control the reduc-
tion of land efficiency,” he ex-
plained.

Due to the fact that Iran is lo-
cated on an arid plateau, its
average rainfall is one-third of
the global average, but the rate
of evaporation is at least twice
the global average, he lament-
ed, highlighting that mountains
need rivers to provide their res-
idents with fresh water.

The height of most of Iran’s
peaks, such as Alamkooh, Sa-
blan, Zardkooh, Shahankooh,
and Bafq mountains, is above
4000 meters. In other words,
they are the gems of resilience.
Therefore, World Mountain Day
is very important in our country
and we must try to preserve
this unique ecosystem, he said.
The United Nations General As-
sembly designated December
11 as “International Mountain
Day”. As of 2003, it has been
observed every year to create
awareness about the impor-
tance of mountains to life.
This year it is celebrated under
the theme of “Women move
mountains.”

Air pollution impact on moun-
tain ecosystem

Air pollution emitters, which
are PM 2.5 and PM 10, cause
the photosynthesis process to
be disturbed in plant species -
mainly shrubs and trees - that
exist on the mountain slopes.
In addition, their lifespan will
also decrease and eventually
lead to their drying. Their dry-
ing means the bareness of the
land, and the bareness of the
mountain slopes makes them
more vulnerable to floods and
heavy rains, Darvish explained.
Air pollution, excessive grazing,
land use change, and extreme
mining are the key threats to
the mountains’ plant species,
he further added.

He went on to note that for
almost all ecosystems in the
country, there is at least one
Organization, such as the Office
of Deserts, Wetlands Office,
and Forestry Office.
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Iraq seeks Iranian
expertise in reha-
bilitation, medical
treatment

Yassin Al-Mamouri, the presi-
dent of the Iraqi Red Crescent
Society, requested his Iranian
counterpart Pir Hossein Ko-
livand to help in setting up
technical orthopedic centers
and training specialized hu-

man resources in these
centers.

In a meeting on Thursday in
Iraq, the two officials talked
about the development of co-
operation in the field of treat-
ment and rehabilitation.
Al-Mamouri suggested sign-
ing @ memorandum of under-
standing, to use the Iranian
Red Cresent Society’s forces
to build technical orthopedic
centers in Baghdad and other
Iraqgi cities.

He also asked to cooperate in
order to complete the medical
staff and the administrative
and management team of the
Iraqi Red Crescent Hospital in
Baghdad and to train the nec-
essary human resources.
Setting up addiction treatment
and rehabilitation clinics in
Irag and training the neces-
sary manpower to set up these
centers under the supervision
of the Iragi Red Crescent So-
ciety were among the other
issues raised in this meeting.
Kolivand also  announced
readiness to dispatch a team
of experts to help Iraq in reha-
bilitation and treatment, while
training manpower.

IRCS services worldwide

The IRCS, established in 1922,
is one of the first and oldest
members of the movement
and is currently one of the top
five societies in the world due
to its significant activities in
the national and international
arenas.

In 2005, the IRCS received the
Henry Davison Award for out-
standing humanitarian servic-
es, and the IRCS initiative of
volunteers was selected as the
best project (out of 50 projects
from 45 national societies), by
the General Assembly of the
International  Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies.

In addition to offering services
to the victims of natural dis-
asters in the country, it has
taken numerous missions in
international disasters and in-
cidents helping the people of
Afghanistan, Palestine, Iraq,
Southeast Asia earthquakes,
Lebanon, Gaza, Somalia, and

Yemen.
Moreover, the Iranian Red
Crescent Society provides

medical services to people in
13 Asian, African, and Latin
American  countries.
Currently, some 14 medical fa-
cilities are offering humanitar-
ian, relief, and health services
to the deprived people in 13
countries, including Azerbai-
jan, Afghanistan, the United
Arab Emirates, Bolivia, Ivory
Coast, Sierra Leone, Ghana,
Congo, Kenya, Lebanon, Mali,
Niger, and Ecuador.
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10 Exercises To Fue

Source:
By:

Rarely do brilliant ideas appear out of the
blue. In his new book How to Have Great
Ideas: A Guide to Creative Thinking (Lau-
rence King, 2016), John Ingledew—a
photographer and visiting professor at the
London School of Film, Media, and Design
at the University of West London—shares
53 strategies to help readers on their next
breakthrough. We've reprinted 10 of our
favorites below.

1. Ask “What Else Can | Do With This?”
We see most things—objects, build-
ings, spaces, materials, technology, and
systems—through the lens of habit and
familiarity. We take them for granted,
overlooking numerous other possibilities.
Combat the mind’s tendency to assume
that something can only function in a fa-
miliar way. Asking yourself “What else can
| do with this?” will lead to new discover-
ies and ideas.

Project: Turn rubbish into gold—take all
the junk mail that comes through your
letter box and turn it into something of
great value. What else can you do with a
newspaper?

2. Take Notice

“Creative people are expert noticers,”
observed science professor Guy Claxton.
They have highly developed abilities in
visual foraging—spotting, gathering, and
utilizing things that most others overlook.
Having an active rather than idle curiosity
about the world around you reveals ideas.
Be nosy, be “eyesy.”

Project: Spot and collect the faces, ani-
mals, letterforms, and numbers that are
accidentally created by wear, repair, time,

2 TEDPIX
S gains

¢ 5,600
= points on
< Sunday

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), gained 5,623 points to
close at 1.389 million points on Sunday.
As reported, over 7.126 billion securities
worth 39.138 trillion rials (about $135
million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 8,200
points, and the second market’s in-
dex climbed 1,324 points.TEDPIX lost

decay, spillage, breakage, update, replace-
ment, light, shadow, rain, or snow. Some
of these things only reveal themselves
when you look at them sideways, upside
down, orin reverse.

3. Keep it Simple

Problems are often obscured by an over-
load of information. Clarify and isolate
the challenge you face by spending time
understanding and defining the problem.
Can you simplify it down to 10 words, 5
words, or even 3?

Project: Writer Ernest Hemingway fa-
mously laid down a challenge to write a
story in six words. Try it, or update this
to a Twitter challenge and write an entire
story in just 140 characters.

4. Embrace Absurdity

Absurdity is at the heart of some of the
most creative ideas of the 19th and 20th
centuries. Lewis Carroll and Edward Lear
used absurdity in storytelling; the Marx
Brothers, Spike Milligan, and Monty Py-
thon exploited it as a source of comedy;
Samuel Beckett used it for drama; Frank
Zappa for music; Elsa Schiaparelli in fash-
ion design; and the dadaists and surreal-
ists used it to make art.

Project: Using the visual language of sig-
nage systems, create absurd signs that
confound viewers, provoking thought or
laughter.

5. Try Swapping Systems

Applying a ready-made, successful, tried
and trusted existing system from one area
of practice to another can lead to great
innovation.

Inventor Owen Maclaren created the first

| (reat

collapsible baby buggy by utilizing the
system designed for the folding undercar-
riages of Spitfire planes from World War
IIl. James Dyson used cyclone systems
used to suck up sawdust in sawmills and
applied them to the home vacuum. Both
revolutionized previously entrenched de-
signs. If you find a current system disap-
pointing or inadequate, try borrowing one
from another field.

Project: Take the quick-change systems of
theater scenery and apply them to rethink
your living or work space.

6. Reposition

The act of altering how something is
viewed can reveal new possibilities and
ideas. This can be achieved by seeking
every possible viewpoint and shifting con-
text—by taking things from their usual
home and placing them somewhere com-
pletely different.

Boxes of wire scrubbing pads and cans of
soup are familiar items in a supermarket.
There are unmade beds in every teenag-
er's bedroom, and dead cows and sheep
can be found in the back of every butch-
er's shop. But put them in an art gallery
and they are big news. Nearly 100 years
ago, Marcel Duchamp was the first artist
to realize that such repositioning could
have an impact when his submission to
an art exhibition of a porcelain urinal laid
flat on its back cause an enormous scan-
dal.

Project: Make the unremarkable remarka-
ble—go to a building materials store and
find an inexpensive object that, through
repositioning in the home, finds a surpris-

ve Thinking

ing new purpose.

7. Try Translating

Ideas are greatly stim-
ulated by the process of
transformation. Con-
verting things from

one form or medium

into another can guide
thoughts in totally new
and exciting directions.
One idea leads to another—
and then you're off
on the ideas trail. g

The Russian artist e

Wassily  Kandin-

sky translated classical

music into abstract paintings, selecting
different colors to signify the varying
emotions the music provoked. He also in-
vented a machine that translated musical
sounds into instructions for paintings.
Project: Translate the following words into
typography—Ilazy, happy, loud, soft.

8. Just Improvise

Improvisation is against-the-odds cre-
ativity. It is a way of thinking and acting
that can lead to solutions in hugely chal-
lenging situations, such as when people
find themselves imprisoned, cast away,
stranded, besieged, trapped, fenced in,
lost at sea, capsized, or shipwrecked.
Project: The “design miles” challenge—
the “food miles” initiative questioned the
vast distances food had travelled from its
point of production to the dinner table.
The campaign advocated choosing local
produce, which, having travelled the least
distance, depleted fewer of the world’s

Fishery export rises %68 m ¢ months vr/vr

15,000 points to 1,402,830 in the past
Iranian calendar week (ended on Fri-
day). The index had risen 131,000 points
(10.21 percent) to 1.414 million points
in the Iranian calendar week ended on
November 11.

As reported, it was the highest weekly
rise during the current Iranian calendar
year (began on March 21).

resources.
The  “de-
sign miles”
challenge is
similar. Only
use what is
very close
at  hand.
Challenge your-
self to solve prob-
lems using only
what is
in your
pock-
ets, on the
table, freely avail-
able, left over from another job, or only
what is within a very short distance.
9. Understand Your Process
To have ideas quickly and repeatedly,
it's vital to understand which conditions
make you personally most creatively pro-
ductive. Russian composer Pyotr llyich
Tchaikovsky reflected: “If we wait for the
mood, without endeavoring to meet it
halfway, we easily become indolent and
apathetic.”
Project: Discover the creative process of
your ideas’ heroines and heroes. Some
are wonderfully eccentric. German poet
Friedrich Schiller found he worked best to
the smell of rotting apples.
10. Make it Personal
Use things from your own life
and experience to spark ideas—
things you know about yourself or
your family, and things from your
background.

The value of Iran’s fishery export has increased 68
percent during the first seven months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (March 21-October 22),
as compared to the same period of time in the past
year, according to Agriculture Minister Javad Sa-
dati-Nejad. Sadati-Nejad said the export of fishery
products has also increased by 28 percent in terms

of weight, IRIB reported.

Emphasizing the need for taking new measures to
develop the sector and complete the value chain of

[ran’s foreton
deht m 2021
Insignificant

World Bank (WB), in its latest Interna-
tional Debt Report (IDR), has put Iran’s
foreign debt in 2021 at $10.349 billion,
indicating that the Islamic Republic’s
foreign debt is almost one-thousandth
of the total external debt of developing
countries in the mentioned year.

Based on the WB report, the total debt
of all the world’s low- and middle-in-
come countries amounted to $9.296
trillion at the end of 2021.

Iran’s total long-term external debt was
reported to be $1.06 billion in 2021, 19
percent less than the figure for 2020
when the country’s long-term debt
stood at $1.313 billion, according to the
report.

The country’s short-term external debt
in 2021, however, increased compared
to the previous year and reached $2.5
billion. In the previous year, Iran’s short-
term debt amounted to $2.06 billion.

In August 2021, the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) granted Iran access

to its funds based on the entity’s Spe-
cial Drawing Rights (SDR), after which
about four billion dollars were loaned
to the Islamic Republic. As a result, the
total credits paid to Iran by the fund,
which amounted to $2.054 billion in
2020 increased to $6.781 billion in
2021.

Based on the WB report, Iran man-
aged to repay over $254 million of the
above-mentioned debt in 2021 in addi-
tion to $46 million of interest.

In early November, the IMF in its latest
regional economic outlook for “The
Middle East and Central Asia Region
(ME&CA)” also stated that Iran has the
least foreign debt among the countries
in the mentioned region.

The fund put the ratio of Iran’s exter-
nal debt to its Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) at 0.5 percent in its report.
Based on IMF data, the average ratio of
foreign debt to total GDP for the coun-
tries of the region was estimated at 35.8

aquatic products, he said the Agriculture Ministry
will continue supporting fishery farms to increase
exports. According to the minister, his ministry is
taking the necessary measures to continue estab-
lishing fishery parks in the country.

Referring to the unique capacities of Iran’s marine
environment including beaches and rivers, Sada-
ti-Nejad emphasized the need to develop fisheries
and said: “In addition to the production of high-qual-
ity and cheap aquatic products, it is necessary to

percent, while the figure for oil-export-
ing countries was reported to be 30.9
percent.

Iran has been ranked the world’s sev-
enth country in terms of the lowest
foreign debt to GDP ratio, according to
established international sources.
Brunei, Liechtenstein, New Zealand,
Turkmenistan, New Caledonia, Nigeria,
Iran, Algeria, Greenland, and the Virgin
Islands are the world’s top 10 countries
with the lowest foreign debt to GDP ra-
tio, respectively.

External debt is the portion of a coun-
try’s debt that is borrowed from foreign
lenders including commercial banks,
governments, or international financial
institutions. These loans, including in-
terest, must usually be paid in the cur-
rency in which the loan was made.
Foreign debt as a percentage of GDP
is the ratio between the debt a country
owes to non-resident creditors and its
nominal GDP.

promote the consumption of marine proteins.”
Enjoying high quality, Iran’s fishery products are be-
ing sold easily in export markets around the world
and some new export destinations including China,
South Korea, and the Eurasian Union nations have
recently welcomed these products.

In late November, Sadati-Nejad announced the
launch of the country’s first fishery industries park
on the sidelines of the 6th International Fisheries In-
dustry Exhibition (IFEX 2022).

According to the official, every year 1,000 tons of
shrimp will be produced in the country’s first fishery
park which is mainly focused on shrimp production.
Sadati-Nejad stressed his ministry’s support for the
companies active in the fishery sector, saying: “The
Ministry of Agriculture and Iran Fisheries Organi-
zation (IFO) support investors active in the field of
fisheries and seafood production, which in addition
to improving the economy, increasing exports and
foreign revenues, it also brings job creation.”

The value of Iran’s tea export rose
32 percent in the first eight months
of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-November 21), as com-
pared to the same period of time
in the past year. As reported, Iran
exported about 23,000 tons of tea
worth $29.5 million to 23 countries
including Uzbekistan, Germany, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Cana-
da, Ukraine, the Netherlands, Paki-
stan, and even India in the eight-
month period. The country also
imported 46,000 tons of tea valued
at $355 million from countries like
Kenya, India, China, Vietnam, Tur-
key, and the Netherlands in the first
eight months of this year.

Iran’s tea import increased 42.9
percent in the eight-month period of
this year, as compared to the same
time span in the previous year.

As previously announced by the
former spokesman of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Adminis-
tration (IRICA), Iran exported over
27,272 tons of tea leaves valued at
$28 million in the previous Irani-
an calendar year 1400 (ended on
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March 20), registering a 77 percent
rise in value and a 68 percent in-
crease in weight.

According to Ruhollah Latifi, Iranian
tea was exported to 25 countries in
the previous year.

The United Arab Emirates was the
top importer of Iranian tea in the
mentioned year, buying 8,304 tons
of tea worth over $8.774 million.
Turkey with 2,904 tons worth
$3.537 million of imports, Russia
with 2,598 tons worth over $3.092
million, India with 2,538 tons worth
$2.371 million, and Iraq with the
purchase of 2,195 tons worth
$1.998 million worth of tea, were
the next four export destinations for
the said commodity.

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajik-
istan, Kenya, Kazakhstan, and Af-
ghanistan occupied the sixth to 11th
places among Iran’s top tea export
destinations, followed by Germany,
Ukraine, Lebanon, Georgia, United
Kingdom, China, the Netherlands,
Kuwait, Finland, Switzerland, Can-
ada, Belgium, Azerbaijan, and Aus-
tralia, according to Latifi.
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