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President Ayatollah Seyed Ebrahim
Raisi has instructed the governor-gen-
eral of Khuzestan province to look into
the terrorist attack in Izeh.

Expressing condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims of the terrorist at-
tack, the President had a telephone
conversation with Governor General
Sadegh Khalilian ordering him to
follow up on the actions of the secu-
rity and law enforcement agencies to
identify and arrest the perpetrators
and leaders of this tragic event in the
shortest possible time, according to a
statement by the Iranian presidency.
After the terrorist attack on people and
police forces in the central market of
Izeh, Raisi had a conversation with
the governor general on Wednesday
evening to be informed of the details
of the incident. He ordered the security
and law enforcement agencies to ur-
gently identify the perpetrators of the
deadly attack and hand them over to
court to face trial.

The terrorist attack took place on
Wednesday night and claimed the
lives of more than 7 people, includ-
ing 10-year-old Kiyan Pirfalak, whose
martyrdom plunged the entire nation
into deep grief.

Offering his condolences to the fam-
ilies of the martyrs, Raisi ordered the
provision of all necessary facilities to
treat the injured.

A funeral service for the victims of
the attack was held on Friday. The
ceremony was attended by high-level
officials, including Mohsen Rezaei, the
vice president for economic affairs.
Rezaei said on the sidelines of the
funeral that the perpetrators were
nabbed on Thursday on the border
with the Republic of Azerbaijan while
trying to flee the country.

He also said the enemy wants to
replicate the Syria crisis in Iran. “The
enemy, through creating insecurity,
is aspiring to Syrianize [Iran] but this
dream will not materialize with the
mighty and knowing presence of this
great nation,” he said, according to
Iran’s state news agency IRNA.
The Iranian authorities have said that
the enemy is waging a “hybrid war”
against the Islamic Republic of Iran
with the ultimate goal of bringing
about a civil war in Iran a la the Syrian
one. And this hybrid war, the official
argument goes, is pursued through
the media.

Also on Thursday, Raisi underlined the
need for public relations agencies in
countering the lies propagated by the
enemy.

He advised all public relations manag-
ers to employ competent and commit-
ted personnel in this regard.

“Public relations should be viewed as
an important task because they are
working against those who are trying
to enumerate and magnify weakness-
es and downplay strengths,” he point-
ed out while speaking at the National
Conference of Jihad of Explanation
and Artistic Information.

Referring to the Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution’s emphasis on the ne-
cessity of “Jihad of Explanation” and
thanking all those who play a role in
enlightening the public opinion, the
president said, “Jihadist work has a
meaning and concept and it is different
from normal work.”

He added, “In a jihadist movement, the
jihadist must see and evaluate his own
and insider’s ability, mission, actions,
as well as the enemy’s actions, ability,
capacities, methods, and tools, and
then adjust his effort and movement
to what is necessary for a jihadist
movement.”

Raisi further referred to the important
and effective role of rumormongers
and liars in misleading society, sug-
gesting that the “destructive role” of
such persons should not be underes-
timated.

The president said this movement is
seeking to shape the perception of
society based on their goals and inter-
ests. “In such an atmosphere where
rumormongers and liars are trying to
disrupt the society’s perceptions, dis-
play good as bad, bad as good, high-
light weak points and downplay the
strengths, the role of public relations
is very important.”

[ran, Hungary sign comprehensive cooperation document

Iran and Hungary have signed
a comprehensive coopera-
tion document at the end of
the third meeting of the two
countries’ Joint Economic
Committee held in Budapest
on Thursday, IRNA reported.
The protocol of the third Iran
and Hungary Joint Econom-
ic Committee meeting was
signed by the Iranian Finance
and Economic Affairs Minster
Ehsan Khandouzi and the
Hungarian Minister of For-
eign Affairs and Trade Péter

Szijjarto.

The Hungarian minister, after
signing the document, said
his country supports Iran’s
right to use nuclear energy
for peaceful purposes.

The ministers who co-chaired
the meeting, referred to a
55-percent increase in bilat-
eral trade between the two
countries in the time span
between the second and the
third Joint Economic Com-
mittee meeting, saying that
this is a good sign and an

indication of the committee’s
significance.

During the meeting, the two
sides also inked three mem-
orandums of understanding
(MQUs) for cooperation in
various agricultural fields
including animal husbandry,
health, and plant quarantine.
Planning to boost Teh-
ran-Budapest economic co-
operation

Speaking at the end of the
meeting, the Iranian economy
minister announced the two

countries’ planning for boost-
ing the annual bilateral trade
to €100 million.

“Iran and Hungary are two
countries with very similar
standpoints in various eco-
nomic, political, and cultural
fields”, he said.

The economy minister said,
“The message of the two
countries’ economy ministers
is not limited to their econo-
mies only, as they both can
contribute to resolving the
regional conflicts and dis-
putes.”

Khandouzi referred to the role
played by the two countries’
university students as the cul-
tural ambassadors, express-
ing hope that more Hungarian
students will visit Iran in the
future.

Szijjarto, for his part, referred
to the 85th anniversary of
the establishment of the two
countries’ diplomatic rela-
tions and said that the two
countries’ cooperation in ag-
riculture, education, as well
as technology and industrial
sectors has increased.
Sanctions unable to hinder
Iran’s economic develop-
ment

In another meeting with the
representatives of the Iranian
companies and businesses
active in Hungary on Thurs-
day, Khandouzi said: “The
experiences of the past year
have shown that sanctions
cannot stop the growth and
development of Iran’s trade.”
“Over the last year, we proved
that sanctions and pressures

cannot isolate Iran, even
though they have imposed
some costs on us,” the min-
ister said.

Khandouzi stressed the sig-
nificant capabilities of Iran’s
knowledge-based companies
and stated that the Hungarian
side has been shocked by the
level of technological devel-
opment achieved by Iranian
companies.

Iran and Hungary had signed
a memorandum of under-
standing for the expansion of
economic cooperation in late
2021.

The MOU was signed by
Khandouzi and Szijjartd on
the sidelines of the two coun-
tries’ second Joint Economic
Committee meeting in Tehran
on December 17.

The MOU covered a variety of
areas including cooperation
in the fields of water treat-
ment, seeds, power plants,
animal feed and construction
materials, and joint invest-
ment opportunities.

During the meeting, the two
sides also discussed the facil-
itation of visa issuance proce-
dures for the two sides’ busi-
nessmen and the Hungarian
official promised to follow up
on some issues that the Irani-
an transportation fleet had for
transiting through Hungary.
Cooperation between a Hun-
garian bank and the Export
Development Bank of Iran
was another issue agreed
upon during the two coun-
tries’ Joint Economic Com-
mittee meeting.

[ran ramping up gas production eving new export markets

Iran has been ramping up its nat-
ural gas production with the aim
of increasing exports to global
markets as the demand in Europe
for natural gas is surging ahead
of winter, an Qilproce.com report
stated.

“Iran last week made it clear that
it is ramping up its gas production
operations at the supergiant South
Pars natural gas field, with a focus
on its controversial Phase 11,” the
report read.

“The activities of the South Pars
phase 11 development project
are underway, and this winter gas

from phase 11 will be available,”
Head of Iran’s National Iranian Qil
Company (NIOC) Mohsen Kho-
jasteh-Mehr said.

Last week, a senior official with
Pars Oil and Gas Company (POGC),
which is in charge of developing
Iran’s giant South Pars gas field,
said his company was planning to
drill 35 new wells to enhance and
maintain gas production in the
massive joint field.

Now, with the threat of sharply ris-
ing gas prices and supply failures
increasing in Europe, Russia’s
state-owned gas company, Gaz-

prom, has also stated that if the EU
introduces a cap on Russian gas
prices, it will suspend all exports
of its gas to EU countries.
Considering the possibility of the
Russian gas being wiped from the
European markets, Iran is expect-
ed to start exporting to Europe
through third-party countries like
Turkey or Iraq.

South Pars gas field, which Iran
shares with Qatar in the Persian
Gulf water, is divided into 24
standard phases of development
in the first stage. Most of the
phases are fully operational at the

moment.

The huge offshore field covers an
area of 9,700 square kilometers,
3,700 square kilometers of which
are in lran’s territorial waters in
the Persian Gulf. The remaining
6,000 square kilometers, called
North Dome, are situated in Qa-
tar’s territorial waters.

The field is estimated to contain a
significant amount of natural gas,
accounting for about eight per-
cent of the world’s reserves, and
approximately 18 billion barrels of
condensate.

Export from (azvin province rises 3¢% in 7 mont

The value of export from Qazvin prov-
ince increased 37 percent in the first
seven months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-October 22),
as compared to the same period of
time in the past year, a provincial offi-
cial announced.

Majid Barzegar, the deputy head of the
province’s Industry, Mining and Trade
Department for trade affairs, said
that 588,000 tons of products worth
$385 million were exported from the
province in the seven-month period,
showing 29 percent growth in terms
of weight year on year.

The official said that 454,000 tons
of goods valued at $280 million had
been exported from the province in
the first seven months of the previous
year.

He named petroleum products, deter-
gents and raw materials for the pro-
duction of detergents, construction
glass and pharmaceutical glass, and
chemicals as the main exported prod-
ucts, and Iraq, Turkey, Afghanistan,
India, Turkmenistan, Pakistan, Syria,
UAE, Armenia and Uzbekistan as the
major destinations to them the prov-
ince’s products were exported in the
first seven months of the present year.
As announced by the spokesman of

the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), the value of
Iran’s non-oil export rose 5.6 percent
during the first seven months of the
current Iranian calendar year, as com-
pared to the same period of time in
the past year.

According to Morteza Emadi, Iran ex-
ported 61.283 million tons of goods
valued at $28.406 billion in the men-
tioned seven months, registering an
18.2-percent decline in weight.
Liquefied propane, methanol, lique-
fied butane, film-grade polyethylene,

E ]

petroleum bitumen, liquefied natural
gas, urea, iron and steel ingots, and
light oils and petroleum products
were the main exported products in
the said time span, accounting for
41.9 percent of the total value of the
exports.

Major export destinations of the Ira-
nian non-oil goods were China with
$9.181 hillion of imports, Iraq with
$4.029 billion, the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) with $3.476 billion, Turkey
with $3.081 billion, and India with
$1.098 billion.

hs

Oon year

According to the official, the Islamic
Republic has also imported 19.747
million tons of non-oil commodities
worth $31.727 billion in the first sev-
en months of the present year, with
a 14.4-percent growth in value and a
15.7-percent decrease in weight, year
on year.

The first five items of goods imported
into the country in the said period in-
clude corn, rice, wheat, soybeans, cell
phones, sunflower and safflower oil,
tractors, and unrefined sugar.

The United Arab Emirates with $9.435
billion was the top exporter to Iran
in the mentioned seven months, fol-
lowed by China with $8.284 billion,
Turkey with $3.218 billion, India with
$1.695 billion, and Germany with
$991 million worth of exports.
Reportedly, the value of Iran’s non-oil
trade rose 10 percent during the first
seven months of the present year, as
compared to the same period of time
in the past year.

Iran traded 81.03 million tons of non-
oil products worth $60.133 billion
with other countries in the mentioned
period.

The weight of the total non-oil trade in
the said time span declined 17.6 per-
cent, year on year.

Iran vehemently
denies allegations
of smuggling mis-
sile fuel to Yemen

Iran has unequivocally denied
the U.S. Navy’s allegations that
it attempted to sneak 70 tons
of a missile fuel component
onto a ship headed for Yemen
and concealed it amid bags of
fertilizer.

The Islamic Republic of Iran’s
Permanent Mission to the UN
in New York denied the ac-
cusations as unfounded in a
statement on Thursday, saying
Tehran is firmly committed to
UN Security Council Resolution
2216, which places an arms
embargo on Yemen. The state-
ment said that none of the alle-
gations made against Iran over
the smuggling of guns to Yem-
en had been proven. Iran “has
not taken any action against the
resolution and is actively com-
plying with the sanctions com-
mittee constituted to supervise
the arms embargo,” it said. Iran
is “doing its utmost to restore
the truce agreement and enable
talks between Yemeni factions
as soon as feasible in order to
achieve peace and stability in
Yemen,” the diplomatic mission
added. The U.S. Navy purport-
edly said on Tuesday that on
November 8 the Coast Guard
ship USCGC John Scheuerman
and the guided-missile destroy-
er USS The Sullivans intercept-
ed a traditional wooden sailing
vessel known as a dhow in the
Sea of Oman. It claimed sailors
allegedly found sachets of am-
monium perchlorate concealed
within what at first glance
looked to be a consignment of
100 tons of urea. In addition,
the forces claimed that the
quantity of ammonium perchlo-
rate found could power more
than a dozen medium-range
ballistic missiles that members
of the Ansarullah movement
have used to launch retaliatory
attacks against targets inside
Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE).

The president of Yemen’s Su-
preme Political Council criti-
cized U.S. Special Envoy for
Yemen Tim Lenderking earlier
this month for thwarting efforts
to prolong the UN-brokered
ceasefire and compared the sit-
uation in his nation to a ticking
time bomb. “We are in a posi-
tion of no peace and no war. Al-
though we had made significant
progress in earlier rounds of
negotiations, the American en-
voy’s visit to the region derailed
those efforts,” Mahdi al-Mashat
was reported as saying in San-
aa on November 7 by Yemen’s
official Saba news agency. Al-
Mashat referred to Lenderking’s
trip to the region beginning on
October 11 to ostensibly assist
the UN-led efforts to extend the
cease-fire in Yemen as “while
the U.S. ambassador pretends
to be a peace dove, he is more
an ill-omened owl.” Together
with its Arab allies, the U.S. and
other Western powers provided
Saudi Arabia with munitions
and logistical support when
it began its destructive war
against Yemen in March 2015.
The goal was to overthrow the
Ansarullah  resistance move-
ment, which had been in charge
of the government in Yemen in
the absence of a functioning
one, and reinstate Abd Rabbuh
Mansour Hadi’s pro-Riyadh re-
gime. Despite the fact that the
Saudi-led coalition has not suc-
ceeded in achieving any of its
goals, the war has killed hun-
dreds of thousands of Yemenis
and caused the greatest hu-
manitarian disaster in history.
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TEDPIX up 8,000 points in a week

TEDPIX, the main index of Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE), rose
8,000 points to 1.413 million
points in the past Iranian calendar
week (ended on Friday).

The index had risen 131,000
points (10.21 percent) to 1.414
million points in the Iranian calen-
dar week ended on November 11.
As reported, it was the highest
weekly rise during the current
Iranian calendar year (began on
March 21).

After a long period of decline, the
stock market transactions finally
returned to the upward cycle from
the last three weeks and under the
influence of the decisions taken
by the government and the Secu-
rities and Exchange Organization
(SEO), and increased the hope of
shareholders to invest again in
this market and obtain a reason-
able return from it.

TSE is one of the four Irani-
an stock exchanges, and the
most important one. The other
three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Iran, Turkey interior
ministers denounce
terrorism

Inaphone conversation on Thurs-
day night, the interior ministers of
Iran and Turkey lamented terrorist
assaults that had occurred in both
countries and called for closer bi-
lateral and regional collaboration
in fighting terrorism.

Iranian Interior Minister Amhad
Vahidi and Turkey’s Suleyman
Soylu stressed the need to work
together to combat terrorism,
deport criminals, and battle drug
trafficking.

In response to the terrorist attack
that occurred the day before in
a square in Istanbul, the Iranian
interior minister expressed sym-
pathy with his Turkish counterpart
and reiterated that “Iran and Tur-
key have common enemies and
must seriously cooperate in the
campaign against terrorism and
the disturbers of both countries’
security.”

Vahidi cited the recent U.S., Brit-
ain, Saudi Arabia, and Zionist
regime’s support for vandals and
rioters in Iran, stating that “in the
past, their schemes in favor of
sedition experienced a loss, and
in the current events, they will
undoubtedly meet a devastating
defeat.”

He added, “The Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran has always backed a
strong and stable Turkey, real-
izing that the strength and se-
curity of the two nations is not
only to the interest of both, but
also to the benefit of the whole
region.”

Vahidi, president of the Iran’s
National Security Council, also
appreciated offer by his Turkish
counterpart to visit Ankara and
promised to meet him as soon as
it is feasible.

Turkish interior minister said
the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the Republic of Turkey enjoy
long-standing and strategic rela-
tions.

“We have always favored ev-
ermore strengthening of Anka-
ra-Tehran relations, believing this
is to the benefit of the two nations
and our two countries,” Soylu re-
marked.

There are certain people, he con-
tinued, who want to sour Tur-
key’s relations with Iran, but they
should be aware that Turkish and
Iranian leaders embrace close ties
and would never allow outsiders
to interfere with their cordial con-
nections.
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Over 2.5m tons
of hitumen
exported in 7
months

Iran has exported 2.5 million tons of
bitumen to other countries during
the first seven months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-Octo-
ber 22), an official with the country’s
Industry, Mining, and Trade Ministry
said. According to Mohammad He-
sam-Zadeh, Iran’s annual bitumen
production currently stands between

5.5-6 million tons, while the annual
production capacity of the mentioned
commodity in the country is more than
24 million tons, IRIB reported.

The target markets for Iranian bitumen
are mostly neighboring countries such
as Pakistan, Irag, United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), and some African coun-
tries, Hesam-Zadeh said.
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Most Beautiful Places In The World

Source:

There are many wonderful places in the world to
visit. And people go to many places in the world.
Every wants to know what is the most beautiful
place in the world to travel in 20227 We cannot
include all locations in our list. But here we have
prepared a list of the Top 10 Most Beautiful Tour-
ism Places in the world 2022 to visit. Let’s see!

« Cappadocia, Turkey

Cappadocia is a historical region in central Anato-
lia. The area is a popular tourist destination, as it
has many areas with unique geological, historical
and cultural features.

Cappadocia is one of the 10 most beautiful tour-
ism places in the world in 2022 to visit.

* Ha Long Bay, Vietnam

Ha Long Bay (Halong Bay) is 170 km north of Ha-
noi in northern Vietnam. The bay is famous for
its natural ocean karst topography and is often
included in the list of the world’s natural wonders.
Its area is 1,500 sq km and its distance from Ha-
noi is about 120 km. Ha Long Bay is one of the 10
most beautiful places in the world 2022 to visit.

* Petra, Jordan

Petra is a historical and archaeological city in
southern Jordan. It is contiguous to the mountain
of Jabal al-Mandab, in a basin that is surrounded
by all four sides. Archaeological work has only
discovered evidence of a Nabatian presence in
the second century BCE, by which time Petra had
become their capital.

« Venice, Italy

Venice is a tourist city and one of the 10 most
beautiful places in the world 2022 to visit. Venice
is a city in northeastern Italy and the capital of
the Veneto region. It is built on a cluster of 118
small islands separated by canals and connected
by over 400 bridges.

e Mu Cang Chai, Vietnam

Mu Cang Chai is a rural district in the province of
Yen Bai in the northwestern region of Vietnam. As
of 2019, the district had a population of 63,961.
The district covers an area of 1199 kmz2.

To get to Mu Cang Chai district, travellers must
pass through Khau Pha Pass, which is one of four
imposing passes in the northwest of Vietnam. Mu
Cang Chai is a tourist area people come from all
over the world to visit. Mu Cang Chai is one of the
most beautiful place in the world in 2022.

¢ lguazu Falls, South America

Iguazu Falls or Iguacu Falls are the waterfalls
of the Iguazu River on the border of Argentina’s

province Misiones and the Brazilian state of Para-
na.

The Iguazu River rises in the middle of the city of
Curitiba. For most of its course, the river flows
through Brazil. However, most of the declines are
on Argentina’s side. Under its confluence with the
San Antonio River, the Iguazu River forms the
border between Argentina and Brazil.

* Keukenhof, Netherlands

Keukenhof, also known as the Garden of Europe.
Itis one of the largest flower gardens in the world,
located in the municipality of Lisse in the Neth-
erlands. According to the official website, Keu-
kenhof Park covers an area of 32 hectares and

By:
around 7 million flower bulbs are planted in the
gardens every year.
Keukenhof is widely known for its tulips. It also
contains many other flowers, including hyacinths,
daffodils, lilies, roses, carnations, and erases. Ke-
ukenhof is one of the most beautiful place in the
world in 2022.
* Li River, China
Li River is one of the most beautiful tourism plac-
es in the world 2022.
* Bora Bora, French Polynesia
The Bora Bora island’s economy is almost en-
tirely driven by tourism. Many resorts have been
built on Motu around the lagoon. Hotel Bora Bora
opened in 1961, and nine years later the first
over-water bungalow was built on the stilts above
the lagoon. Today, over-watering bungalows are a
standard feature of most Bora Bora resorts.
There is no public transport on the island, so rent-
al cars and bicycles are the recommended means
of transport. In addition, the Vaitape has small,
two-seater buggies for rent and motorboats can
be hired to explore the lagoon.
« Taj Mahal, India
The Taj Mahal attracts a large number of tourists.
UNESCO documented over 2 million visitors in
2001, which increased to around 7-8 million in
2014. A two-tier pricing system is in place, in
which entry fees are significantly lower for Indi-
an citizens and more expensive for foreigners. In
2018, the fee for Indian citizens was 50 INR, for
foreign tourists 1,100 INR.
Most of the tourists visit in the cold months of
October, November and February. Pollution is not
allowed near the campus and tourists must either
walk through parking areas or catch an electric
bus.

The 22nd Iran International Electricity Exhibition is

slated to be held November 20-23 at Tehran Perma-  tion.

nent International Fairgrounds, IRNA reported.

Over 350 domestic exhibitors along with 22 foreign
companies from various countries including China,
Turkey, Italy, Germany, Finland, Japan, South Korea,
Spain, and the Czech Republic are going to exhibit

The specialized exhibition of Iran’s electrical industry
covers a variety of fields including lighting, wire and
cable, panels, electrical equipment, automation and
instrumentation systems, transmission lines, employ-

ers, consultants, and contractor groups.

their latest products and achievements in this exhibi-

lenges of the energy sector.

[ran’s annual export to Iraq expected to reach
SI0b by next March

]

-

On the sidelines of the exhibition, in addition to holding
specialized meetings, press conferences will also be
held with heads of specialized companies and subsidi-
aries of the Energy Ministry in attendance.

Two training workshops are also scheduled to be held
on electricity consumption management and the chal-

0ji meets sentor Turkmen 0iﬁ0ials n Ashgabat

Yahya Al-e Eshagh, the chairman of
Iran-Iraq Joint Chamber of Commerce,
said that the value of Iran’s export to its
neighbor Iraq is predicted to reach $10
billion in the current Iranian calendar
year (ends on March 20, 2023).

The value of Iran’s exports to Iraq rose
20 percent during the previous Iranian
calendar year (ended on March 20) as
compared to the preceding year.

As reported, Iran exported $8.916 bil-
lion worth of commodities to its neigh-
bor in the mentioned year, making Iraq
the Islamic Republic’s second-biggest
trade partner.

Exports to Iraq accounted for 18.3 per-
cent of the country’s total non-oil ship-
ments in the previous year.

As stated by the chairman of the Iran-
Irag Joint Chamber of Commerce, Iran
is planning to boost its annual trade

with neighboring Iraq to $20 billion.
Speaking in a business forum between
Iran and Irag’s Kirkuk province last De-
cember, Al-e Eshagh said the Iranian
and Iragi governments are determined
to develop regional cooperation in all
areas.

“Despite all events that are happening
in the region, the relationship between
the two countries of Iran and Iraq are
on the upward trajectory,” the official
said.

The current administration of Iran un-
der President Raisi has shown great
interest in broadening and enhancing
trade and economic ties with neighbor-
ing states, he emphasized.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the chair-
man of the Iran-lraqg Joint Chamber
of Commerce pointed to the country’s
planning for a $20 billion trade with

Irag and put the current trade volume
exchange between the two countries at
about $13-$14 billion.

Iran and Iraq signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) on economic co-
operation back in January 2021, at the
end of the fourth meeting of the two
countries’ Joint Economic Committee.

During the committee meeting, techni-
cal committees were formed in various
business fields to discuss technical and
engineering services and other topics
of interest. The meeting also proposed
and supported the establishment of a
joint investment fund between the two
countries and hopes to continue its
path.

Good agreements were also reached to
review establishing a shipping corridor
and increasing the number of Iraqi air-
crafts passing over Iran.

During a one-day trip to Turkmeni-
stan, Iranian Qil Minister Javad Oji
met and held talks with senior Turk-
men officials to discuss the expan-
sion of energy ties, Shana reported.
In a meeting with Turkmenistan
President Serdar Berdimuhamed-
ow, Oji conveyed a message from
President Ebrahim Raisi, and then
the two sides discussed various is-
sues including cooperation in ener-
gy, agriculture, customs, transpor-
tation, transit, energy exchanges,
petrochemicals, export, and trans-
portation.

The two sides also discussed road,
railway, health care, and the exports
of technical and engineering servic-
es.

The Iranian minister also met with
other senior Turkmen officials
including Deputy Chairman of
the Cabinet of Ministers of Turk-
menistan for OQil and Gas Affairs
Shakhym Abdrakhmanov, in which
the two sides discussed ways to
improve the swap deal between the
two countries and exchanged views
on how to pay Tehran’s gas debt to
Ashgabat.

Iran paid 400 million euros of its
gas debt to Turkmenistan four

months ago, and the second install-
ment, another 470 million euros, is
going to be paid to the country in
the near future, the details of which
were discussed during Qji’s trip to
Ashgabat.

Last year, Iran, Azerbaijan, and
Turkmenistan signed a ftrilateral
agreement to swap up to two billion
cubic meters of Turkmen gas and
the deal took effect as of January 1,
2022. Later on, Iran and Azerbaijan
agreed on doubling this volume in
June.

Earlier this month, Iran and Turk-
menistan’s energy ministers ex-
plored ways of expanding relations
between the two countries in the
energy sector in an online meeting.
During the meeting, Ali-Akbar Meh-
rabian and his Turkmen counterpart
Rajab Muradov stressed the need
for the expansion of energy ties be-
tween the two neighbors.
Mehrabian pointed to the positive
political relations between the two
countries in the meeting, saying
that good relations have also been
established between the two sides
in the field of water and electricity
and significant projects are being
implemented.
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