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Iranian envoy faults
military intervention
for situation in Af-
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ghanistan

Iran’s ambassador and perma-
nent representative to the United
Nations has underscored that the
status quo in Afghanistan is the
outcome of foreign military in-
tervention in the country with the
ostensible goals of battling terror-
ism and establishing democracy
to the war-ravaged nation.

The statement was given by Amir
Saeed Iravani during a UN Gener-
al Assembly meeting on Thursday
about violence and violation of
human rights in Afghanistan.
The text of the ambassador’s
speech is as follows:

Over the past four decades, the
General Assembly has addressed
the situation in Afghanistan, fo-
cusing on peace, stability, good
governance, human rights, and
development.

This year, the General Assembly
will consider the draft resolution
considering the Situation in Af-
ghanistan for the first time since
the irresponsible withdrawal of
foreign forces and the Taliban’s
takeover and debate comes at a
critical time in the ongoing sit-
uation in Afghanistan which is
now dealing with a number of
interconnected and overlapping
crises.

The humanitarian situation is par-
ticularly dire. Millions of people
are now living in poverty. Food
insecurity is exacerbating and
human rights continue to be vi-
olated particularly against wom-
en and girls, who are still denied
access to education. Meanwhile,
the de-facto authorities have yet
to fulfill their international obliga-
tions.

The current situation in Afghan-
istan serves as a reminder that
military intervention in other
countries under the pretext of
combating terrorism while claim-
ing to bring democracy, peace,
and prosperity not only degrades
those common values but also
harms those States and their peo-
ple. This Catastrophic situation
entails responsibility and obliga-
tions for those foreign forces that
illegally invaded and occupied
Afghanistan under the guise of
fighting terrorism and left nothing
but devastation in their wake.
Today my delegation will vote in
favor of the draft resolution L.11
to send a strong message that all
members will stand firmly in uni-
ty with the people of Afghanistan
in our efforts to build a peaceful,
prosperous, and self-resilient
country. That was the overarching
principle guiding our approach to
the negotiations.

The future of Afghanistan princi-
pally contingents on the restora-
tion of the country’s Constitution
and a strong commitment to it.
An inclusive government based
on an established constitution is
the only way to ensure and pro-
tect the rights of all Afghan peo-
ple, including women and girls,
as well as linguistic, racial, and
religious minorities. In a mul-
ti-ethnic and diverse society such
as that of Afghanistan, no single
group, party, or faction, can claim
to hold power by itself alone. The
Taliban must be mindful of the in-
ternational community’s repeated
calls for the formation of such a
government that accurately re-
flects Afghanistan’s multi- ethnic
society. The formation of an in-
clusive government based on an
established constitution is a pre-
requisite and critical component
for international recognition.
The international community
must sustain its support to Af-
ghanistan, particularly in terms of
the provision of humanitarian and
development assistance that has
been critical in responding to the
immediate needs of the Afghan
people, maintaining basic servic-
es, and reviving the economy.

During a meeting between Reza
Fatemi-Amin, Iran’s industry,
mining and trade minister, and
Saleh bin Said Masan, Oman’s
deputy minister of commerce,
industry and investment, in
Tehran, the Omani side called
on Iran to set up factories and
production lines in his country.
The meeting was also partici-
pated by Head of Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO)
Alireza Peyman-Pak, the TPO
portal reported on Saturday.

In this meeting, the Omani of-
ficial mentioned his visit to Ira-
nian industrial complexes and
factories in Tehran and Isfahan
and said: “During these visits,
we realized that Iran has made
great progress, and for this rea-
son, we want Iranian factories,
including pharmaceuticals and
home appliances factories, to
invest in Oman.”

He also announced his coun-

same period of time in 2021

and Industry.

, IRNA
reported citing the data released by
the Indian Ministry of Commerce

As reported, Iran exported commod-
ities worth $407 million to India in
the eight-month period of this year,
while the figure was $290 million in
the same time span of the past year.

try’s readiness for providing
tariff and tax facilities and sup-
plying land for the presence of
Iranian factories and setting up
production lines in that country.
During the meeting, the parties
discussed and exchanged opin-
ions regarding the solutions
for the development of trade
between the two countries,
joint investments, clearance
of goods, preferential trade
agreement and the presence of
Iranian companies and factories
in Oman.

Fatemi-Amin, for his part, point-
ed to the readiness of Iran and
Iranian companies and factories
to invest in Oman and added:
“Now one of the home appli-
ance manufacturing factories is
ready to build a production line
in Oman, but we suggest that
this production line be built with
the joint investment of Omani
and Iranian businessmen.”

i

The value of Iran’s export to India
increased by 40 percent in the first
eight months of 2022, from the

months of 2021.

Petroleum products and fruits were
the major products Iran exported to
India in the said period. Iran export-
ed $102 million worth of petroleum
products and $101 million of fruits
to India in the mentioned time span.
During January-August of the
present year, India’s export to Iran
also increased 56 percent to stand
at $1.384 billion, while the figure
was $886 million in the first eight

During another meeting be-
tween the Omani deputy min-
ister and the TPO head on
Wednesday, Peyman-Pak said
trade between Iran and Oman
increased by 70 percent in
the first seven months of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March  21-October 22), as
compared to the same period
last year.

He said boosting trade with
Oman is one of the business
priorities of the Iranian govern-
ment.

Masan for his part called Iran
a brotherly country and added:
“In previous meetings we talked
about how to solve trade prob-
lems between the two countries
[and thanks to the recent devel-
opments] today we are discuss-
ing how to develop trade.”

Back in August, Peyman-Pak
had said that the value of Iran’s
non-oil export to Oman can be

Iran’s exor to India mereases 40% m 8 months

Rice and tea were India’s major
products exported to Iran in the said
period during which the country
shipped $913 million worth of rice
and $63 million worth of tea to the
Islamic Republic.

According to the Indian Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, the val-
ue of trade between Iran and India
stood at $1.791 billion during Jan-
uary-August 2022, rising 52 percent
from $1.176 billion in the same pe-

ﬂmn calls on Iran to set up production nes In that (ountry

boosted to one billion dollars by
the end of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20, 2023).
For this purpose, a workshop
entitled “Iran-Oman Trade” was
held in Tehran on August 3 with
the participation of senior offi-
cials from both sides including
the head of TPO, the direc-
tor-general of TPQ’s West Asian
department, the deputy ambas-
sador of Oman to Tehran, Iran’s
commercial attaché to Oman,
chairman of Oman Chamber of
Commerce, head of Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
and representatives of Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Ad-
ministration (IRICA) and Islamic
Republic of Iran Shipping Lines
(IRISL) as well as Export Guar-
antee Fund of Iran (EGFI).

During the meeting, Pey-
man-Pak pointed to the situ-
ation of Iran’s trade with the

this”.
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riod of time in 2021.

Based on the mentioned data, In-
dia’s imports from Iran in August
doubled compared to the same
month in 2021 reaching $46 million.
India imported $23 million worth
of goods from Iran last August. In-
dia’s exports to Iran in August also
increased by 80 percent to reach
$141 million from last August’s $78
million. In late May, Iranian Ambas-
sador to India Ali Chegeni said that
Iran and India are trying to diversify
the channels of payments to expand
bilateral trade. In an exclusive inter-
view with Financial Express Online,
Chegeni said, “We are trying to di-
versify the channels of payments
and accordingly wish to extend and
expand an already existing mech-
anism in order to cover all of the
goods and services including all of
the non-oil goods and to achieve

“During the past two years, because
of Covid restrictions, we pursue the
issue via virtual dialogues and cur-
rently, our officials are following the
matter through the exchange of del-
egations”, the envoy stated.

Sultanate of Oman and said that
Iran’s trade with Oman in the
previous Iranian calendar year
(ended March 20) registered a
99 percent growth as compared
to the preceding year due to the
special attention of 13th gov-
ernment under President Raisi
for boosting trade with neigh-
boring countries.

Last year, the trade between
Iran and Oman reached $1.336
billion, indicating a growth of
57 percent compared to the
preceding year.

Back in July, the Iran-Oman
Joint Chamber of Commerce
signed a trilateral memorandum
of understanding (MOU) with
TPO and Iran’s Small Industries
and Industrial Parks Organiza-
tion (ISIPO) to facilitate the ex-
port of non-oil goods to Oman
and to increase the volume of
trade between the two coun-
tries.

J-month exports to Africa exceed S910m

The value of Iran’s export to Africa exceeded $910
million in the first seven months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-October 22), the
vice president of Iran and Africa Merchants Club
announced.

According to Ruhollah Latifi, Iranian traders ex-
ported 1.787 million tons of commodities worth
$912,100,920 to African countries in the mentioned
seven-month period, IRIB reported.

The official put the total Iran-Africa seven-month
trade at 1.851 million tons valued at $972.969 mil-
lion, of which the share of Iran’s import was 65,118
tons valued at $60.868 million.

The official named South Africa, Mozambique, Su-
dan, Nigeria, and Ghana as the main export desti-
nations and Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa, Ghana,
and Congo as the major sources of imports of
Iran among the African countries in the first seven
months of the present year.

Latifi noted that last year trade between Iran and
Africa reached $1.250 billion with a 100 percent
growth, and considering the current trend of trade

with the African continent the figure is expected to
reach $1.7 billion by the end of the current year
(March 20, 2023).

Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO)
Alireza Peyman-Pak has said the country is taking
the necessary steps to increase annual trade ex-
changes with African countries to $5 billion by the
Iranian calendar year 1404 (begins in March 2025).
Peyman-Pak said the trade with the mentioned
countries is expected to reach $2.5 billion by the
end of the current Iranian calendar year (March 20,
2023).

Referring to the preparation of the country’s trade
development roadmap at the beginning of the work
of the 13th administration, the official said: “In this
roadmap, major factors including exports and the
share of different sectors are specified, and in the
case of Africa, the priorities and targets for trade
with different countries and the requirements for
reaching these targets are determined.”
Peyman-Pak put the share of African countries in
Iran’s export basket at $1.2 billion, saying: “Africa’s

annual imports amount to about $580 billion and
our share of this figure is still small despite all the
efforts. We have managed to export $1.2 billion to
this market.”

He further mentioned the capacities of the men-
tioned continent for the export of technical and en-
gineering services and said: “The total exports of
technical and engineering services to Africa is cur-
rently $300 billion; But our share last year, despite
a slight increase reached only $200 million, which
is still small.”

According to the TPO head, in order to increase
the level of trade with Africa certain infrastructure
including transportation and direct shipping lines,
as well as proper legal, commercial, monetary, and
banking relations must be provided, and TPO has
been recently focusing on providing such require-
ments to facilitate trade with Africa.

“To solve the transportation problems, four coun-
tries have been selected in East, West, South, and
North of Africa, to launch air and shipping lines,”
he said.

Albania teams up
with Israel and
U.S. against Iran:
Foreign Policy

Harun Karcic, a journalist
and political analyst covering
the Balkans, says Albanian is
aligning with Israel and the
United States against Iran.
Following is a major part of
his article published in Foreign
Policy:

Late last month, Albanian
Prime Minister Edi Rama paid
a high-profile three-day visit
to Israel, where he met with
Israeli Prime Minister Yair
Lapid, President Isaac Her-
z0g, Knesset Speaker Mickey
Levy, Finance Minister Avigdor
Lieberman, and the head of
Israel’s National Cyber Directo-
rate, Gaby Portnoy. Both sides
discussed enhancing security
cooperation, particularly in the
cybersphere, and organizing
a summit of Balkan leaders in
Israel next year.

Rama’s visit to Israel came
after Albania claimed Iran was
behind a series of cyberattacks
in July and September that
temporarily shut down numer-
ous online Albanian govern-
ment services and websites.
Rama also expelled Iranian
diplomats from the country.
Washington also backed Tira-
na’s decision to cut ties with
Tehran and sanctioned Iran’s
Ministry of Intelligence for
its alleged role in the cyber-
attacks. Tehran rejected the
charges that it was behind
the cyberattacks and accused
Albania of complicity in an
American-Israeli ~ campaign
against Iran.

In fact, Iran and Albania have
been at odds for years, ever
since the Balkan state began
hosting—at the request of
the United States—members
of the exiled Iranian terrorist
group People’s Mujahideen of
Iran, or Mujahedeen-e-Khalg
(MEK), on its soil. The group
has had a presence in Albania
since at least 2013.
Morphing into a secretive, cult-
like group, the MEK lived in
exile under former Iraqi Pres-
ident Saddam Hussein’s pa-
tronage starting in the 1980s
and was designated as a “For-
eign Terrorist Organization” by
the United States, European
Union, Canada, Japan, and
Great Britain because of its al-
leged killings of U.S. nationals.
The United States removed
the MEK from the terrorist list
in 2003 following the U.S. in-
vasion of Iraq and planned at
the time to use the MEK in a
potential overthrow of the Ira-
nian government (a plan most
recently voiced by former
U.S. national security advisor
John Bolton in 2018). How-
ever, such a plan never came
to fruition. Hussein’s toppling
and the ensuing chaos in Iraq
required the group to find a
new sanctuary, and the United
States urged Albania to host
MEK members.

Currently, about 3,000 MEK
members are estimated to live
in Albania's Camp Ashraf-3,
a heavily fortified compound
protected by Albanian private
security.

Since 2013, the MEK has
regularly hosted events and
summits in Albania that have
attracted conservative U.S.
Republicans, including former
Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo and former Vice President
Mike Pence, the latter of whom
delivered a keynote address at
an event in Albania in June.
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Armenian PM calls
Iran an important
regional and inter-
national player

The Armenian prime minister
has called Iran a very important
player in region and the larger
world and said this is the reason
that Yerevan has established
close ties with the Islamic Re-
public, IRNA reported, quoting
ARMENPRESS.

“Iran is a very important player
in regional and international is-
sues and this is the reason that
we are in close communication
with our partners in Iran,” Nikol
Pashinyan said in an interview
with Public TV on Saturday
when asked about the role of
Iran in healing the rifts between
Armenia and the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

In a recent telephone conver-
sation with Iranian officials,
Pashinyan said Iran has always
played a constructive role in de-
creasing tensions and resolving
crises.

Welcoming the growing ties with
Iran, he said, “Armenia is seek-
ing to deepen ties with the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran in all areas.”
Prime Minister Pashinyan visited
Iran at the head of a senior po-
litical and economic delegation
on November 1. He visited Teh-
ran upon an invitation by Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi.
During the visit, Iran and Ar-
menia set the target to develop
trade and economic ties to level
of 3 hillion dollars.

At a joint press conference with
President Raisi, Pashinyan said
he agrees with the views of the
Iranian president on the need
to establish durable peace and
security in the Caucasus region.
During the Armenian delega-
tion’s visit to Tehran, the two
neighboring countries signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) on energy cooperation.
Based on the MOU, the two
sides agreed on extending a pre-
vious agreement on swapping
gas for electricity by the end of
the Iranian calendar year 1409
(March 2031).

Currently, Iran exports one mil-
lion cubic meters of gas to Ar-
menia, which will double.
Pashinyan says Armenia ready
to take more gas from Iran

In his interview with Public TV,
Pashinyan said after the com-
pletion of the construction of the
third Iran-Armenia power trans-
mission line, Armenia is ready to
take more gas from Iran to sup-
ply more electricity to Iran.
Referring to the MOU on the
extension of the “gas for elec-
tricity” contract signed in Iran,
the prime minister said. “The
essence of the contract is that
we take gas from Iran, produce
electricity with that gas and re-
turn the electricity to Iran, of
course, with certain ratios to
make it profitable. Now, in prac-
tice, the power lines that exist
between Armenia and Iran are
fully overloaded. And in order
for us to consume more gas to
generate electricity, we need to
be able to export more to Iran.
And we will get that opportunity
after the construction of the third
power line is completed. When
the construction is finished, of
course we will be ready to take
more gas to supply more elec-
tricity to Iran.”

Referring to the question wheth-
er this will not be considered a
negative step in the background
of Armenian-Russian relations,
Pashinyan said Armenia produc-
es electricity with the gas it re-
ceives and returns it to Iran, and
uses a part for internal needs.
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TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran Stock Ex-
change (TSE), gained 11,739 points to 1.426

As reported, over 8.885 billion securities worth
58.075 trillion rials (about $200.2 million) were
traded at the TSE. The first market's index rose
10,279 points, and the second market’s index
gained 18,425 points. TEDPIX rose 131,000
points (10.21 percent) to 1.414 million points
in the past Iranian calendar week (ended on Fri-

day). As reported, it was the highest weekly rise
during the current Iranian calendar year (began

on March 21). After a long period of decling, the

stock market transactions finally returned to the
upward cycle from the last two weeks and un-
der the influence of the decisions taken by the
government and the Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO), and increased the hope of
shareholders to invest again in this market and
obtain a reasonable return from it.

[0 Delicrous Herbs and Spices

Source:

By:

The use of herbs and spices
has been incredibly important
throughout history.

Many were celebrated for their
medicinal properties, well be-
fore culinary use.

Modern science has now
shown that many of them do
indeed carry remarkable health
benefits.

Here are 10 of the world’s
healthiest herbs and spices,
supported by research.

1. Cinnamon Lowers Blood
Sugar Levels and Has a Pow-
erful Anti-Diabetic Effect
Cinnamon is a popular spice,
found in all sorts of recipes and
baked goods.

It contains a compound called
cinnamaldehyde, which is re-
sponsible for cinnamon’s me-
dicinal properties (1).
Cinnamon has potent antioxi-
dant activity, helps fight inflam-
mation and has been shown to
lower cholesterol and triglyc-
erides in the blood (2Trust-
ed Source, 3Trusted Source,
4Trusted Source).

But where cinnamon really
shines is in its effects on blood
sugar levels.

Cinnamon can lower blood
sugar by several mechanisms,
including by slowing the break-

down of carbs in the digestive
tract and improving insulin
sensitivity (5Trusted Source,
6Trusted  Source, 7Trusted
Source, 8Trusted Source).

Studies have shown that cin-
namon can lower fasting blood
sugars by 10-29% in diabetic
patients, which is a significant

amount  (9Trusted  Source,
10Trusted Source, 11Trusted
Source).

2. Sage Can Improve Brain
Function and Memory

It had a strong reputation for
its healing properties during
the middle ages, and was even
used to help prevent the plague.
Current research indicates that
sage may be able to improve
brain function and memory, es-
pecially in people with Alzheim-
er’s disease.

Alzheimer’s disease is accom-
panied by a drop in the level
of acetylcholine, a chemical
messenger in the brain. Sage
inhibits the breakdown of ace-
tylcholine (12Trusted Source).

3. Peppermint Relieves IBS
Pain and May Reduce Nausea
Many studies have shown that
peppermint oil can improve
pain management in irrita-
ble bowel syndrome, or IBS
(16Trusted Source, 17Trusted

With Powerful Health Benefits

Source, 18Trusted Source).

It appears to work by relaxing
the smooth muscles in the
colon, which relieves pain ex-
perienced during bowel move-
ments. It also helps to reduce
abdominal bloating, which is a
common digestive symptom
(19Trusted Source, 20).

There are also some studies
showing that peppermint in
aromatherapy can help fight
nausea.

4. Turmeric Contains Curcum-
in, a Substance With Powerful
Anti-Inflammatory Effects

It contains several compounds
with medicinal properties, the
most important of which is cur-
cumin (25Trusted Source).
Curcumin is a remarkably
powerful antioxidant, helping
to fight oxidative damage and
boosting the body’s own an-
tioxidant enzymes (26Trusted
Source, 27, 28Trusted Source,
29, 30Trusted Source).

This is important, because oxi-
dative damage is believed to be
one of the key mechanisms be-
hind ageing and many diseases.
Curcumin is also strongly an-
ti-inflammatory, to the point
where it matches the effective-
ness of some anti-inflammato-
ry drugs (31Trusted Source).

5. Holy Basil Helps Fight In-
fections and Boosts Immunity
Not to be confused with regu-
lar basil or thai basil, holy basil
is considered a sacred herb in
India.

Studies show that holy basil can
inhibit the growth of a range
of bacteria, yeasts and molds
(37Trusted Source, 38Trusted
Source).

One small study also found
that it can boost function of the
immune system by increasing
certain immune cells in the
blood (39Trusted Source).

Holy basil is also linked to re-
duced blood sugar levels be-
fore and after meals, as well as
treating anxiety and anxiety-re-
lated depression (40Trusted
Source, 41Trusted Source).

6. Cayenne Pepper Contains
Capsaicin, Which Helps Re-
duce Appetite and May Have
Anti-Cancer Properties
Cayenne pepper is a type of chi-
li pepper used to prepare spicy
dishes.

The active ingredient in it is
called capsaicin, which has
been shown to reduce appe-
tite and increase fat burning
in many studies (42Trusted
Source, 43Trusted Source,
44Trusted Source, 45Trust-

ed Source, 46Trusted Source,
47Trusted Source).

For this reason, it is a common
ingredient in many commercial
weight loss supplements.

7. Ginger Can Treat Nausea
and Has Anti-Inflammatory
Properties

Studies  have  consistently
shown that 1 gram or more of
ginger can successfully treat
nausea.

This includes nausea caused by
morning sickness, chemother-
apy and sea sickness (53Trust-
ed Source, 54Trusted Source,
55Trusted Source, 56Trusted
Source, 57Trusted Source,
58Trusted Source).

Ginger also appears to have
strong anti-inflammatory
properties, and can help with
pain management (59Trusted
Source).

8. Fenugreek Improves Blood
Sugar Control

Fenugreek has been shown to
improve the function of insulin,
leading to significant reduc-
tions in blood sugar levels.

9. Rosemary Can Help Prevent
Allergies and Nasal Conges-
tion

Rosmarinic acid has anti-in-
flammatory effects that appear
to suppress allergy symptoms

and reduce nasal congestion.
10. Garlic Can Combat Sick-
ness and Improve Heart Health
Throughout ancient history, the
main use of garlic was for its
medicinal properties (69).

We now know that most of
these health effects are due to a
compound called allicin, which
is also responsible for garlic’s
distinct smell.

Garlic supplementation is well
known for combatting sickness,
including the common cold
(70Trusted Source, 71Trusted
Source).

If you often get colds, then
adding more garlic to your diet
could be incredibly helpful.
There is also convincing evi-
dence for beneficial effects on
heart health.

For those with high choles-
terol, garlic supplementation
appears to reduce total and/
or LDL cholesterol by about
10-15% (72Trusted Source,
73Trusted Source, 74Trusted
Source).

Human studies have also found
garlic  supplementation  to
cause significant reductions in
blood pressure in people with
high blood pressure (75Trust-
ed Source, 76Trusted Source,
77Trusted Source).

Commodities worth over S190m exported from Qom

Commodities valued at $191.299 million
were exported from Qom province in the
first seven months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-October 22), a
provincial official announced.

Esfandiar Darikvandi, the director-gen-
eral of Qom province’s customs depart-
ment, put the weight of exported goods
at 220,340 tons. The official predicted
that the value of exports from the prov-
ince surpasses $300 million by the end
of the present Iranian year.

As previously announced by the head
of Foreign Trade Office of the province’s
Industry, Mining and Trade Department,
export from Qom province rose 92 per-
cent in the past Iranian calendar year
1400 (ended on March 20), from the
previous year.

Mojtaba Farhadi said that commaodities
worth $283 million were exported from
the province in the past year.

province i ¢ months
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He named metal products, rubber and
plastic items, and foodstuffs as the
main items exported from the province
in the past year. As announced by the
spokesman of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA),
the value of Iran’s non-oil export rose 5.6
percent during the first seven months
of the current Iranian calendar year, as
compared to the same period of time
in the past year. According to Morteza
Emadi, Iran exported 61.283 million tons
of goods valued at $28.406 billion in the
mentioned seven months, registering an
18.2-percent decline in weight.

Liquefied propane, methanol, liquefied
butane, film-grade polyethylene, petrole-
um bitumen, liquefied natural gas, urea,
iron and steel ingots, and light oils and
petroleum products were the main ex-
ported products in the said time span,
accounting for 41.9 percent of the total

value of the exports.

Major export destinations of the Iranian
non-oil goods were China with $9.181
billion of imports, Iraq with $4.029 bil-
lion, the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
with $3.476 billion, Turkey with $3.081
billion, and India with $1.098 billion.
According to the official, the Islamic
Republic has also imported 19.747 mil-
lion tons of non-oil commodities worth
$31.727 billion in the first seven months
of the present year, with a 14.4-percent
growth in value and a 15.7-percent de-
crease in weight, year on year.

The first five items of goods imported
into the country in the said period in-
clude corn, rice, wheat, soybeans, cell
phones, sunflower and safflower oil,
tractors, and unrefined sugar.

The United Arab Emirates with $9.435
billion was the top exporter to Iran in the
mentioned seven months, followed by
China with $8.284 billion, Turkey with
$3.218 hillion, India with $1.695 billion,
and Germany with $991 million worth of
exports.

Reportedly, the value of Iran’s non-oil
trade rose 10 percent during the first
seven months of the present year, as
compared to the same period of time in
the past year.

Iran traded 81.03 million tons of non-oil
products worth $60.133 billion with oth-
er countries in the mentioned period.
The weight of the total non-oil trade in
the said time span declined 17.6 percent,
year on year.

Over 6,000 National Housing Movement
units under construction i Kordestan

S~

As announced by a provincial offi-
cial, over 6,000 units of the National
Housing Movement are under con-
struction in Kordestan province, in
the west of Iran.

Esmaeil Zare'i Kousha, the gover-
nor-general of the province, said:
“Unlike the first months, when the
implementation of national housing
and land supply was slow, now the
work process is positive and has
gained a good speed, and this proce-
dure should be continued.”

After National Housing Action Plan
(started in 2018), National Housing
Movement is the government’s sec-
ond major program to provide af-
fordable housing units for the low-in-
come classes.

The operation for the construction of
209,212 residential units of the Na-
tional Housing Movement began in
early February.

The ceremony to begin the men-

: $ . I |

-

tioned operation and also to launch
some development projects in the
housing sector was attended by the
transport and urban development
minister.

National Housing Movement to con-
struct four million housing units in
four years is one of the major plans
of the current government in the
housing sector.

According to the plan, out of these
four million residential units, 3.2 mil-
lion units will be constructed in cities
and 800,000 units in villages, some
of these units are currently being
constructed after providing lands and
preparing the necessary conditions.
Land supply was the first condition
for the realization of the national
movement plan and housing con-
struction, in this regard, a series of
measures were taken by the govern-
ment and the Ministry of Transport
and Urban Development.
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