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The transit of commodities

through the Iranian roads net-
work increased by 38 percent in
the first half of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-Septem-
ber 22), as compared to the first
half of the preceding year, the
head of Iran Road Maintenance
and Transportation Organization
announced.

Dariyush Amani said, “We have
26 border terminals with 15
neighboring countries, and with
the good potentials we have in
the country’s road transport,
more than 80 percent of the
country’s transport is carried out
through roads”.

Transit of commodities through
the lranian roads network in-
creased by 98 percent in the pre-
vious Iranian calendar year 1400
(ended on March 20), as com-
pared to the preceding year, the
director-general of Transit and In-
ternational Transportation Affairs
Bureau of Iran Road Maintenance
and Transportation Organization
(RMTQ) said.

According to Javad Hedayati,
over 9.3 million tons of goods
were transited via the country in
the previous year.

Meanwhile, as previously an-
nounced by the head of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), transit
of commodities through Iran
increased 22 percent in the first
half of the current Iranian cal-
endar year, as compared to the
same period of time in the past
year.

Alireza Moghadasi said that 7.028
million tons of commodities have
been transited via the country in
the six-month period.

After seven years of reduction
in the transit of goods from the
country, the growth path of tran-
sit resumed in the past Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20) and with the passage
of 12.65 million tons of goods
through Iran, a growth of 68 per-
cent was achieved, the spokes-
man of IRICA has previously
noted.

The 68-percent growth in transit
last year and the 39-percent rise
in the first two months of this
year promise to reach 15 million
tons of goods passing through
Iran in the current year, which
has been unprecedented in the
entire history of the country, Ru-
hollah Latifi added.

The policy of paying attention to
neighbors and developing politi-
cal and economic relations with
neighboring countries in the
current government, increasing
attention to road and rail routes
in the world and the efforts and
cooperation of transportation and
trade-related organizations in es-
tablishing or activating corridors
through the country has led to
significant growth in transit of
goods through Iran.

Iran is one of the countries that
has a special status in trade and
transit relations due to its strate-
gic location and special geogra-
phy, as the country is the passage
of several important international
corridors.

Considering its geographical lo-
cation, Iran can play a significant
role in the transit of goods in the
region and benefit a lot from its
status in this due.

Paying attention to upstream
documents, especially the coun-
try’s development plans, and the
government’s decision to develop
transit, paying special attention
to infrastructure development,
reducing transit time, making it
cheaper to cross Iran and making
more advantages over compet-
itors, due to the short path for
customers, can lead to facilitating
the development of transit so that
the country can reach the desired
growth in this due.
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marketing goods, saying, “An

Raisi calls exporters officers and soldiers of war on sanctions

Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si on Saturday called exporters
as “the officers and soldiers”
of bypassing and neutralizing
sanctions whereas the country
is grappling with ramifications
of sanctions.

Speaking at a ceremony on
National Export Day, the pres-
ident said the economic di-
plomacy should be aided by
political diplomacy.

“With the help of economic ac-
tors and producers, the Irani-
an nation would win and shine
in the sanctions war,” Raisi
said, adding that “exporters
and producers are the officers
of the sanctions war and they
should try to win this fight.”
Iran prioritizes export of non-
oil products, sees this as the
engine of economy in the
post-oil world.

Raisi also presented awards to
the top 5 exemplary exporters
on behalf of the successful
57 exporters of the current
Iranian year 1401 (March
2022-March 2023).

“The commitment of export-
ers and economic activists
is shown by the 40% rise in
exports last year and the 13%
growth of non-oil exports this
year,” he said.

The bodies working to in-
crease exports and remove
hurdles to exports, according
to Raisi, “should give more at-
tention to the ideas and opin-
ions of exporters than others.”

2N

The president said, “This
year, all our efforts should
be in the direction of produc-
tion growth, notably knowl-
edge-based and technolo-
gy-based production.”

Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution has insisted on knowl-
edge-based and technolo-
gy-based production.
Ayatollah Raisi pointed to sta-
tistics given by the Minister
of Industry, Mines and Trade
regarding 5% growth in pro-
duction sector as very good
news and stated, “Also the
news of the growth of produc-
tion equipment and tools, the
growth of listed companies in
the stock market, reduction of
unemployment rate, linking
the economy to the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization and
the Eurasian Union, removal of
neighborhood communication
barriers and the activation of
various communication with
neighboring countries are
good news for the production
(sector).”

Concerning the growth of eco-
nomic contacts with the re-
gional countries, the president
stated, “We must reinvigorate
Iran’s role in the region’s eco-
nomic interactions, particular-
ly in the transit of products,
monetary and financial cir-
culation, and other economic
spheres.”

Raisi viewed the accomplish-
ments as proof that economic

growth in an ideal country is
not unattainable.

“Achieving a growth rate
of about 5% in the first six
months of this government’s
activity, i.e. in the second
six months of 1400 (March
2021-March  2022), means
that we will have more than
5% growth in production this
year.”

The president went on to say,
“We have men and women
and strong-willed people in
the economic field who, if the
obstacles are removed, have
the motivation and idea to
work together and cooperate
in the direction of advancing
the economic growth of the
country.”

The president stated that the
country’s economic growth
has enraged the foes, saying
“sanctions on Islamic Iran is
all for the country not to devel-
op, not to create and export,
not to be productive and not to
be a consumer.”

“When you want to have the
upper hand in production
and export in the region and
around the world, the ene-
my gets angry,” Raisi con-
tinued, “because it says that
we made a plan in the U.S.
Treasury Department, we put
many forces everywhere in
the world to stop you, but you
raise your hopes, production,
economic growth, and export
amid all these sanctions and

“The enemy does not want
this to happen, therefore, they
incite riots. They officially say
this and act on it. Wherever
you lIranian economic actors
are present and you want to
market and offer your goods,
they create obstacles so that
your goods do not have a mar-
ket. This is a war of wills,” he
said.

The enemies are determined
to halt Iran’s progress, he
pointed out. “The enemy does
not want the Iranian nation to
have a say in economy, pro-
duction, or export, but the Ira-
nian people is resolved to cap-
ture markets by providing the
greatest products. We have
demonstrated that we will not
back down.”

If factories and production
centers are revived, export
and production increase, trade
balance becomes positive, and
oil and non-oil exports rise the
foes will become “angry”, he
said, adding, “Let them be an-
gry and die of this anger, but
we will not stop.”

“Today, when we talk to our
enemies, we talk with the sup-
port of the people and farm-
ers, artisans, engineers and
activists in various production
fields.... The enemy doesn’t
want you to have production.
Yesterday, you needed barbed
wire and they didn’t give it to
you, but today when in New
York, in Samarkand and in
many other countries where
the heads of the countries
meet with me, one of their
demands is to buy military in-
dustries from Iran.”

“When today in the military
and nuclear industries, we
have reached a point where
we have something to say
in the region and the world,”
Raisi noted, “it turns out that
strong-willed  people and
young people have worked
day and night in this field; this
is a battlefield, and the enemy
does not want you to have the
upper hand.”

The president remarked that
ill-wishers are willing to offer
“us ready-made products, but
would not give us the manu-
facturing recipe.”

“The reason for this is to
prevent us from becoming
self-sufficient. They want to be
able to stop us from receiving
items whenever they choose.”
The president also pointed
to importance of improving
quality and its role in better

increase in exports will lead
to an increase in production
and as a result to economic
growth, and this cycle de-
pends on quality production.”
“Exporters and producers are
the officers of the sanctions
war, and they should try to
win this fight,” he suggested,
emphasizing that the Iranian
nation, just as it excelled in
the imposed war against Iran
in the 1980s, will likewise win
and excel in the sanctions war.
Raisi underscored the need to
facilitate the export of goods
and provide the country’s for-
eign exchange resources from
the income derived from it.

He added, “We should take
seriously the added value and
make up for the backward-
ness in this field faster. For
this purpose, political diplo-
macy should serve economic
diplomacy. The first concern
of all our diplomats should be
economic issues. The role of
diplomacy should be consid-
ered in the development of the
country.”

In reference to the activa-
tion of commercial offices
in some countries he has
visited over the last year, the
president said, “The country’s
production facilities and ca-
pabilities are exposed to the
target countries through these
centers and commercial offic-
es.”

The president also empha-
sized border market activa-
tion, adding, “Activation of
these markets helps in growth
of commerce, but their opera-
tion should be legalized.”
“Today, the Maijlis (parliament)
and the government and all
the institutions of the coun-
try are determined to follow
the orders of the Supreme
Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion to increase and promote
production in the country, in-
crease and promote exports,
especially non-oil exports, and
all relevant departments must
support and monitor produc-
tion and exports,” Raisi point-
ed out.

The president concluded his
remarks by saying “the Lead-
er wants all of us to do dou-
ble work in the country. What
has been done is very good,
but with your efforts and the
support of related sectors,
it is possible to realize more
economic growth, higher
production, more and better
exports.”

Axis of good agamst axis of evil; halance of threat i new world order

More than two decades have passed since US President
George W. Bush labeled Iran, Iraq, and North Korea
as “axis of evil”. However, this strategy, as the gener-
al principle of US foreign policy, has not changed over
time. This strategy is rooted in the ancient Rome Empire
that was based on making enemies to create unity and
convince public opinion about the hegemon’s actions.

Therefore, in her latest statements former US State De-
partment official and pro-Zionist journalist and politician
Ellie Cohanim has mentioned Iran, Russia and China
as the new axis of evil which aims to destabilize global
security. Review of this literature by American officials
clarifies two basic points about the direction of the

American foreign policy.

First, among the three countries that were branded as
axis of evil by Bush in 2002, two countries, Iraq and
North Korea, have been sidelined by Iran. Iran, which
is now labeled as the common denominator of old and
new evil despite all the pressures and comprehensive
sanctions by the West, today challenges the hegemony
of the United States more strongly than the past. This
deterrent power of Iran has increased significantly par-
ticularly after signing a multidimensional 25-year stra-
tegic treaty with China and preparing to make a similar
deal with Russia in the near term and joining the SCO.

Secondly, the concepts of good and evil are ideological

concepts to justify the actions and stabilize the hegem-
onic interests of the United States, and as the examples
of this axis of evil have changed over two decades, there
is no guarantee that other countries will not fall into this
circle of evil if their interests contradict those of the Unit-
ed States. Instrumental use of moral concepts in line
with Washington's interests has damaged the moral
credibility of this country. The 2003 war on Iraq is an
example.

The result of this division of the world into good and evil
is the human disasters that we are currently witnessing
in many parts of the world, including in Ukraine.

It is strange that the ideologues of liberal democracy,
who claim benevolence of the world, refuse to admit

racy empire.

their miscalculations that have caused global instabili-
ty and insecurity. They continue to point their finger at
other countries and try to introduce Iran, Russia and
China as the barbarians of the Western liberal democ-

In the opposite coalition, two decades after George W.
Bush’s axis of evil doctrine (designation), that phrase
was conveniently rephrased by a Russian parliamentari-
an, touting the “axis of good” shaped by Russia via con-
verging Iran and China on the anti-American rhetoric.

Regardless of this ideological view, today we are wit-
nessing the formation of a new world order based on
the balance of threats. On one side are the Western
countries led by the United States and its regional allies,
such as Arab countries, and on the other the expansion
of NATO to the East, the presence of the United States
in the South China Sea and increasing tensions in Tai-
wan. And finally, the creation of a Hebrew-Arab alliance
against Iran in the Persian Gulf region has caused a
perception based on the existence of a common threat

for these three countries and pushed them towards an

anti-Western coalition. Although these three countries
have different and sometimes conflicting interests in the

alliance, the common denominator of this coalition is its

tendency.

strong anti-Western, anti-imperialist and anti-American

tile, clothing in-
dustries up 12%
in H1

The weight of exports from
Iran’s clothing and textile in-
dustries increased by 12 per-
cent in the first six months of
the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-September 22),
compared to the figure for the
preceding year’s first half, a dep-
uty with the Ministry of Industry,
Mining and Trade said. Moham-
mad-Mehdi Baradaran said the
country’s petrochemical plants
have increased their production
of raw materials for the clothing
industry and that has resulted
in increasing the production of
clothing and garments in the
country, IRIB reported.
“According to the agreements
made with the Textile Indus-
tries Association, National Pet-
rochemical Company (NPC)
increased its production, which
reduced the price of yarn. How-
ever, since the cost of production
in the clothing industry is high,
each of this industry’s chains
must reduce their costs in or-
der for the final product, which
is clothing, to become more
competitive [considering foreign
commaodities],” Baradaran said.
Referring to the job-creating
potential of clothing production
units, the official said: “In the
current year, over 422,000 jobs
have been created in various
industries, and some clothing
units have seen a 20 percent in-
crease in employment.”

He considered the export of
clothing and the competitive-
ness of this industry as one of
its advantages and said: “We will
not let this industry go stagnant
due to imports.” The textile in-
dustry in Iran has a long history
and is one of the most important
sectors for employment.

This industry has a high employ-
ment potential, and the amount
of foreign currency investment
to create a job in the textile in-
dustry is very low compared
to some industries such as au-
tomotive. The value of exports
from Iran’s clothing and textile
industries in the previous Iranian
calendar year 1400 increased by
eight percent compared to the
figure for the preceding year.

Oil products export
climbs 40% in H1

The value of Iran’s oil products
export increased 40 percent
in the first half of the present
Iranian calendar year (March
21-September 22), as compared
to the same period of time in the
past year, the boar director of
Iranian Qil, Gas and Petrochem-
ical Products Exporters Union
(OPEX) announced.

Hamid Hosseini said while the
six-month export indicates 40
percent growth in value, it fell 20
percent in weight, as compared
to the same period of time in the
past year. Major export products
included liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG), polymers, methanol, bi-
tumen and industrial lubricants,
he said. “It is hoped that we can
maintain the 55 percent share of
downstream oil and gas indus-
tries in the country’s exports”,
Hosseini further noted.

The expansion of trade diploma-
cy, and the activation of cham-
bers of commerce, one of whose
tasks is marketing, can be a
solution for the development
of the share of downstream oil
industries, the board director of
Iranian Qil, Gas and Petrochem-
ical Products Exporters Union
(OPEX), who is also an energy
expert, further commented.
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Iran’s NPC mod-
el of sustaina-
ble development:
Rashed

President of Asian Paralym-
pic Committee (APC) Majid
Rashed said that Iran’s National
Paralympic Committee (NPC) is
a model of sustainable develop-
ment in the region.

The Emirati official traveled to
Tehran on Saturday to attend
the 15th National Paralympic
Day. He was accompanied with
Chief Executive Officer of the
APC Tarek Souei.

He visited Tochal Telecabin,
located north of Tehran, and
Olympic and Paralympic Acad-
emy in his four-day trip to
Tehran. Rashed also met Iran’s
sports and youth minister Ha-
mid Sajadi in the ministry.
Rashed participated in a press
conference on Tuesday and
lauded Iran’s NPC for the efforts
it has done for the Para athletes.
“First of all, | would like to thank
the Iranian officials for inviting
me to Tehran. | am glad to be
here. Also, on behalf of the APC,
| would like to thank everyone
who played a role in the 15th
National Paralympic Day. | be-
lieve that the National Day cer-
emony sent the message that
Iran’s NPC is a model of sus-
tainable development for oth-
ers,” he said.

“| believe that Iranian athletes
have shown that they are the
good example of success in the
whole world and have shown
how strong they are in the inter-
national events.

“| attended the ceremony for the
first time and it was very impor-
tant. We've got a lot of positive
energy, especially since there
were different age groups. |
wanted to attend the Day before
the Covid-19 pandemic, but |
couldn’t do that,” he stated.

In response to a question about
why Iran does not have a seat in
the Asian Paralympic Commit-
tee, he said, “Iran has achieved
good results at the global and
international levels and it is
possible that it will have a seat.
The door is open for all, but the
country’s representative must
apply and enter in the demo-
cratic elections process. In my
opinion, there is no obstacle for
the presence of the Iranians, ei-
ther in the executive board or in
the different committees.”

“I met the officials of the
Paralympic Movement in Iran
during my trip to Tehran, and |
| believe that many Memoran-
dums of Understandings can
be signed between Iran and the
APC, although it has not been fi-
nalized yet. | think Iran can host
the Para Asian Winter Games
because there are good facilities
in the resort (Tochal),” Rashed
added.

“Our message is ‘we are strong-
er together’ and success stories
of countries like Iran, China and
Japan should be heard. They are
the role model for others due to
their experiences.

Rashed underlined the impor-
tance of cooperation with Iran
as a strong country in the re-
gion.

“I had a good meeting with
the Minister of Sports and we
shared ideas together. Mr. Saja-
di said that it is possible to have
academies and camps in several
cities of Iran. This opened the
door for collaborations. This
was my first meeting with the
Minister and other officials and
we reached agreement verbal-
ly but we are going to sign the
memorandum soon,” Rashed
concluded.
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TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), lost 1,219 points to 1.308
million on Saturday (the first day of Iranian

As reported, over 3.54 billion securities worth
27.715 trillion rials (about $95.5 million) were

The first market’s index lost 3,231 points,
while the second market’s index climbed

4,625 points.

TEDPIX lost 9,000 points to 1.31 million in
the past Iranian calendar week (ended on
Friday).

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchang-
es, the other three ones are Iran Mercantile

Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange

(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).
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Full of vitamins, minerals and
dietary fibre, aubergines are a
great choice for salads, stews
and beyond. Registered nu-
tritionist Jo Lewin shares the
health benefits and history of
this versatile ingredient.
Nutritional benefits
An 80g serving of aubergine
provides:

* 12kcal

(.79 protein

¢ 0.3g fat

*1.8g carbohydrate

¢ 2.1g fibre

* 168mg Potassium

Top 5 health benefits

1. Source of antioxidants
Aubergines are a source of
protective compounds with an-
tioxidant properties, one being
nasunin, which is responsible
for the fruit’s deep purple col-
our skin. This plant compound
has been found to protect the
fats that make up brain cell
membranes.

2. May help manage blood sug-
ar control

Aubergines are a useful source
of fibre and low in fat and sug-
ar, making them a valid inclu-
sion for those managing type-

2 diabetes. In fact, test tube
studies suggest that extracts of
eggplant may help control glu-
cose absorption, making them
potentially helpful for managing
type-2 diabetes and reducing
the associated high blood pres-
sure.

3. May help manage cholesterol
levels

Some animal studies suggest
including aubergine in your diet
may help lower low-density li-
poprotein  (LDL) cholesterol,
the type often referred to as
‘bad’ cholesterol. These effects
are likely to be due to the fibre
as well as the antioxidant con-
tent of aubergine, including
nasunin.

4. May help manage weight
Being a good source of fibre
and a low-calorie choice, au-
bergine is an ideal ingredient
to use in a weight management
programme. It can be success-
fully used to replace more calo-
rie-dense options in a range of
different recipes.

5. May support heart health
The  beneficial compound
nasunin helps dilate blood ves-
sels by activating a compound

called nitric oxide, and in turn,
another compound in the skin
of the aubergine, chlorogenic
acid, enhances this action to
further help lower blood pres-
sure.

6. May improve bone health
Eggplants are rich in potassi-
um, calcium, and vitamin K,
making them a great addition to
the diet to promote bone health.
Potassium and calcium work
together to enhance general
bone health and strength. Po-
tassium aids calcium absorp-
tion in the gut while calcium is
needed to build and maintain
strong bones.

Vitamin K, on the other hand,
enhances bone cell production
and the regulation of calcium,
which increases bone density
and strength.

7. Prevents cancer

Eggplants are rich in various
cancer-fighting  compounds,
including anthocyanin, solaso-
dine rhamnosyl glycosides
(SRGs), and chlorogenic acid
that have been shown to offer
cancer-protective benefits.
Chlorogenic acid, in particu-
lar, prevents free radicals from

forming cancerous cells and in-
hibits tumor growth and cancer
cell proliferation.

8. Improves brain function
Eggplants are rich in phyto-
nutrients, natural plant com-
pounds known to promote
mental health and cognitive
functions. They also protect
against free radicals and im-
prove blood flow to the brain.
Also, eggplant contains scopol-

etin, a compound that regulates
the feel-good chemical seroto-
nin in the brain. This may help
improve mood and reduce de-
pression and anxiety.

Are aubergines safe for every-
one?

Some people choose to avoid
this family of vegetables be-
cause anecdotal reports sug-
gestthere may be a link between
aggravated arthritic symptoms

and their consumption.
Aubergines contain oxalates,
although in comparison with
other fruits and vegetables they
are not significant contributors.
However, some individuals with
a history of oxalate-containing
kidney stones may choose to
avoid over-consuming them.

In rare cases an allergy may
occur, but most reactions are
mild.

* IRGC drills in northwest Iran a response Lo ISI’ﬂBIZMP‘\’*
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An Iranian lawmaker has said that the
military exercises staged by the Islam-
ic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
in northwest Iran on the border with
Azerbaijan were a “decisive response”
to Israel.

The lawmaker, Mohammad Safaei, told
Iran’s state news agency IRNA that the
IRGC drills were a response to Israel’s
influence in the Republic of Azerbaijan
and Central Asia as well as plannings for
some “conspiracies” against Iran.
Referring to Israel’s presence in Azer-
baijan, the lawmaker said, “The Zionists
are seeking to undermine the Islamic
Republic’s influence in Central Asia
through this [presence]. But they will
never succeed.”

He underlined that Iran won’t accept any
change in the international borders in
the South Caucasus region. “Changing
the borders runs counters to the inter-
ests of the Islamic Republic. Therefore,
the Islamic Republic vehemently op-
poses this change. The message of this
exercise to the ill-wishers of the system
is that any action harming the Islamic
Republic’s interests will result in a heavy
price for the enemies.”

With the involvement of several units,
the Ground Force of the Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC) has initiated
a massive military drill in Iran’s north-
western borders.

During the exercise, the IRGC practiced
how to bridge the Aras River on the bor-
der with the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The drills, codenamed “Mighty Iran,”
kicked off on Monday with the partici-
pation of several IRGC units in the pres-
ence of senior IRGC officials, including
the commander-in-chief of the military
force, General Hossein Salami.

During the exercises, the IRGC Ground
Forces practiced how to set up pontoon
bridges and cross the Aras River on the
border with the Republic of Azerbaijan.
IRGC Ground Force Commander Brig-
adier General Mohammad Pakpour
has unveiled plans for heliborne and
parachute jump operations, nocturnal
strikes, missions involving combat
helicopters as well as combat and sui-
cide drones, and seizing the routes and
heights controlled by the hypothetical
enemy, Tasnim News reported.

Another lawmaker has said that the
Islamic Republic will not accept any
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change in the international borders of
the South Caucasus region, underlining
that Iran will hold military exercises any-
where it deems necessary.

The lawmaker, Hassan Hemmati, who
is a member of the Iranian Parliament’s
National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee, commented on the latest
drills staged by the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) in northwest Iran.
“This exercise was a show of force
whose message is peace and friend-
ship for the neighboring countries and
a decisive response to any threat for the
enemies,” Hemmati told IRNA.

He added, “The events of the northern
borders of the country are important to
us, and wherever necessary, we hold
drills to defend the rights and security
of the country.”

Underlining that Iran won’t accept any
change in the international borders in
the region, the lawmaker said, “No in-
ternational law accepts border changes
in the countries of the region; we believe
that every country has its dignity and
position and the territorial integrity of
all countries in the region must be pre-
served.”

Challenges of desalmation imdustry

discussed at

. -
-3 . 2
The 25th meeting of the Energy and
Environment Committee of Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA)
was held on Saturday, during which
the issues and challenges of the
country’s water desalination indus-
try were discussed.

As reported by the TCCIMA portal,
the meeting was attended by Head
of Private Investors Desalination
Association (PIDA) Amir Jafari, and
Head of TCCIMA Energy and Envi-
ronment Committee Reza Padidar
along with members of the men-
tioned committee.

Speaking at the gathering, Jafari re-
ferred to some reports on the water
crisis in the world and Iran during
recent years and put the country’s
current desalinated water produc-
tion capacity at 640,000 cubic me-
ters per day.

According to the official, the figure
has reached 14 million cubic meters
per day in Saudi Arabia.

He pointed out that the investment
needed for the construction of a
desalination plant with a capacity
of 100,000 cubic meters per day
in Iran is estimated at around $100
million, adding that it is practically
impossible for investors in this sec-

TCCIMA meetimg
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tor to finance the entire project.
“Also, to build a water desalination
unit in the country, it is necessary
to obtain a significant number of
permits from various organizations
which makes it even harder for the
investors,” he added.

Jafari further noted that according
to the country’s development goals,
the amount of freshwater produc-
tion in Iran should reach three mil-
lion cubic meters per day by 2055.
Elsewhere in the meeting, Padidar
mentioned some of the news and
developments in the field of energy
in Iran and the world.

Iran’s National Water and Waste-
water Engineering Company is op-
erating and constructing 95 water
desalination plants with a total ca-
pacity of 640,000 cubic meters per
day across the country, of which 75
plants are currently operational.
According to Fariba Golrizan, the
financial director of National Water
and Wastewater Engineering Com-
pany, about three percent of the
country’s drinking water is supplied
through water desalination plants.
Over 92 percent of the country’s wa-
ter desalination plants are located in
Hormozgan, Bushehr, Sistan-Bal-
uchistan and Khuzestan provinces.
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