You Should Eat

More Soup:

2 Reasons Why
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[ranian President Ayatollah Ebrahim
Raisi has underlined the need for
unity among Muslims, saying the Is-
lamic Republic considers this unity a
strategy and not a tactic.

Speaking at the opening ceremony
for the 36th International Islamic
Unity Conference in Tehran, Raisi
pointed out that holding this meet-
ing can play a significant role in pro-
moting unity among Muslims.
“The role of scholars, prominent
people, cultured people, history
makers, and future makers is irre-
placeable. Today, unity is not a tactic
for us, but a very basic strategy,”
Raisi said, according to the official
website of the Iranian presidency.
Avyatollah Raisi stated, “The meaning
of this statement and the translation
of this view is that whoever contrib-
utes to the unity of the Islamic world
by writing, speaking, deed,... has
moved in the direction of the neces-
sary strategy of the Islamic world.”
At the ceremony, Raisi congratulat-
ed the birth of the Prophet of Islam
and Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS) and said,
“The comprehensiveness of Islam
can meet all the needs of today’s
mankind and contemporary man
can create a happy life for himself by
relying on God, self-confidence and
religious learning.”

He added, “The comprehensiveness
of Islam meets all the needs of con-
temporary man and gives him the
strength to stand against cultures
that are not compatible with reli-
gious life.”

Thanking the attendees of the con-
ference, Ayatollah Raisi said, “This
meeting will lead to a common un-
derstanding among all influential
figures in the Islamic world regard-
ing the huge capital called religion
and religious values; a great capital
in the name of religious people and
Muslims and believers in religion, as
well as Islamic lands, which today
with all the material and spiritual
wealth are at the disposal of Mus-
lims.”

Raisi considered educated young
people with a tendency towards
spirituality, the spirit of resistance
and standing against the enemy,
readiness to take risks in the path of
a religious life as other great assets
of the Islamic world.

“The thinkers of the Islamic world
are a great asset who are ready to
stand together from various fields,
universities and scientific and re-
search centers against atheistic
thinking, secular trend, takfiri and
extremist  thinking.”

Pointing out that men and women
in Islamic countries are ready to
unite with each other in the name of
religion and frustrate the enemies,
President Raisi stressed the need
to understand the tricks of the en-
emy in downplaying the abilities of
Muslims and exaggerating their own
incapacity.

He added, “The flag that Imam
Khomeini (RA) raised was the flag
of unity between all Muslims all over
the world, with all dialects, in all re-
gions and with all viewpoints.”
Ayatollah Raisi further referred to
the synergistic capacity of Islamic
countries and said, “Today, Muslims
have many commonalities that can
create a great religious and civilizing
power in the world and stand tall
and raise their flag.”

President Raisi went on to say that
the main message of the 36th Is-
lamic Unity Conference is to create
a common understanding among all
elites and intellectuals of the Islamic
world in direction of unity.

“The message of this summit to en-
emies is that we want the life of con-
temporary man to be in the name of
the religion.”

Referring to the important role of the
martyrs of the global Islamic move-
ment in awakening the nations, Aya-
tollah Raisi clarified, “Those who
thought that religion is an individual
and personal matter and has nothing
to do with social, economic, political
and cultural affairs, have awakened
throughout the world thanks to the
pure blood of the martyrs.”
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The value of export from Ker-
manshah province, in the west
of Iran, rose seven percent in
the first six of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21- Sep-
tember 22), as compared to
the same period of time in the
previous year, an official with
the customs department of the
province announced.

Bakhtiar  Rahmanipour  said
that commodities worth $1.305
billion were exported from the
province in the said time span,
indicating also two percent rise
in terms of weight.

He named rebar, hardware,
ceramic tiles, fruits and vege-
tables, constructional stones,
dairy products, plastic products,
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and disposable containers as
the major exported items.

The official further announced
that  commodities  worth
$33.858 million were imported
to the province in the first half of
this year, showing two percent
rise year on year.

The main imported goods dur-
ing this period included alumi-
num alloy and production line
equipment, he said.

As previously announced by the
official, the value of export from
Kermanshah province rose 15
percent in the past Iranian calen-
dar year 1400 (ended on March
20), from its preceding year.
Rahmanipour said that 525.305
million tons of commodities
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worth $2.723 billion were ex-
ported from the province in the
previous year.

In terms of the weight, the ex-
ports also indicate three percent
annual growth, he added.

He named ceramics and tiles,
rebars, iron products, fruits
and vegetables, construction-
al stones, dairy products, and
plastic products as the main
exported items.

The official further announced
that 25,804 tons of products
worth  $66.351 million were
imported to the province in the
past year, indicating 10 percent
growth in terms of value.

He named aluminum alloy, fac-
tory production line, batteries,

-.l:n.-.-l--'

and tires as the major imported
items.

The data released by Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Ad-
ministration  (IRICA) showed
that the value of Iran’s non-oil
export rose 13.3 percent during
the first half of the present year,
as compared to the same period
of time in the past year.

Based on an IRICA report, the
country’s  six-month  non-oil
exports stood at 51.783 million
tons valued at $24.251 hillion,
with a 12.5-percent decline in
weight.

Liquefied propane, methanol,
liquefied butane, liquefied natu-
ral gas and film grade polyeth-
ylene were the main exported

from Kermanshah provmoe rlses W In 6 months vr/yr

products in the said time span,
accounting for 25.6 percent of
the total value of the exports.
Major export destinations of
the Iranian non-oil goods were
China with $7.842 billion of im-
ports, Iraq with $3.382 billion,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
with $3.112 billion, Turkey with
$2.626 billion, and India with
$904 million.

According to IRICA data, the
Islamic Republic has also im-
ported 16.32 million tons of
non-oil commodities  worth
$26.31 billion in the first six
months of the present year, with
a 13.15-percent growth in value
and a 14.72-percent decrease in
weight, year on year.

The first five items of goods
imported into the country in the
first half of this year include rice,
wheat, maize, soybeans and
mobile phones. The mentioned
items accounted for 20.63 per-
cent of the total import value
during this period.

The United Arab Emirates with
$7.206 billion was the top ex-
porter to Iran in the said period,
followed by China with $6.846
billion, Turkey with $2.680 bil-
lion, India with $1.380 billion,
and Russia with $876 million
worth of exports.

Reportedly, the value of Iran’s
non-oil trade rose 13.2 percent
during the first six months of the
present year, as compared to the
same period of time in the past
year.

[nhumane sanutmns Impose devastatimg effects on health system

The inhumane sanctions have had
devastating effects on the health
system and the question is who is
responsible for the deaths of some
innocent patients due to the lack of
essential medicines, Health Minister
Bahram Einollahi has said.

He made the remarks at the 69th
session of the Regional Committee
for the Eastern Mediterranean, being
held in Cairo, Egypt on October 10-
13. Amidst all the efforts across the

globe to contain COVID-19, my coun-
try suffers from inhumane and illegal
economic sanctions.

These unilateral coercive measures
constitute a serious obstacle to the
fulfillment of countries’ fundamental
right to obtain and access the nec-
essary means to contain and defeat
COVID-19, he explained.

On a different point, Iran and other
developing countries that have devel-
oped their own vaccines, expect the

WHO to facilitate and expedite the
registration process in order to ob-
tain EUL. Whilst, in the battle against
Omicron, vaccines remain the most
effective public health intervention to
protect people from COVID-19, the
current approach would not serve the
goal of a successful global response
to the COVID-19 pandemic, he fur-
ther stated.

Furthermore, Access to the COV-
ID-19 Accelerator Tool (ACT-A),
which was launched for fair and eq-
uitable access to public goods failed
to remove barriers to public access.
Thus, it is important to ensure com-
pliance and consistency throughout
the envisaged line of activities.
Vaccine hesitancy and poor commu-
nity engagement are still prevalent
across the world. Further work is
required to raise awareness because
no one is safe until everyone is safe,
he also said.

Einollahi said in July that despite the
sanctions that have existed since
the beginning of the Islamic Revo-
lution to prevent the country from
progressing, lran has the strongest
health system in the region.

Impact of sanctions on patients
Alena Douhan, the UN Human Rights
Council’s Special Rapporteur, said in
September that she has been greatly
affected by the impact of sanctions
on lranian citizens suffering from
“genetic diseases” or “cancer”.

“It has usually been maintained that
unilateral sanctions are imposed by
‘good guys on bad guys’ for some
‘supreme purpose’ and with good in-
tentions, but unfortunately in reality
that is the people of the country who
are affected enormously,” she noted.
In a report published in September
on the effects of decades of em-
bargoes on Iran, Douhan said that
sanctions had affected nearly every
aspect of life in Iran.

The provision of medicines and
medical equipment to Iran was “se-
verely undermined” by sanctions on
finance, trade, shipping, insurance
and over-compliance on the part of
foreign businesses and suppliers,
she added.

“These constitute serious impedi-
ments to the enjoyment of the right
to the highest attainable standard of
health by all Iranians,” she stressed.

Iran is not only a leading country in
addiction prevention but also in the
treatment and rehabilitation of addicts,
Robin Nandy, United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) representative

in Iran has said.

He made the remarks on Tuesday
at the opening ceremony of the first
health and empowerment center for
girls in Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi.

10TC prepared for maxmum oil export’

He also praised Iran’s determination
in the fight against addiction in chil-
dren and teenagers, especially in girls,
IRNA reported.

Noting that cognitive and behavioral
approaches can help empower and
strengthen the resilience and skills of
vulnerable teenagers and young peo-
ple, he said that if these services are
provided well, the quality and effec-
tiveness of drug prevention, treatment,
and care approaches increase.

In the past years, the United Nations
Children’s Fund has provided support
and various measures with the aim of
developing and implementing family
and school-based programs for the
prevention of addiction.

$1.4m allocated to addiction treatment
A total of 410 billion rials (nearly $1.4
million) is proposed for the treatment
of addiction and reduction of its social
harm from the Health Insurance Or-

ganization’s share of the budget bill for
the current calendar year which start-
ed on March 21.

In June, Alexander Fedulov, the Unit-
ed Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) Representative in Iran Coun-
try, attached special importance to the
regional and global role of Iran in the
fight against narcotics and announced
readiness to provide practical assis-
tance to the country in this regard.
Iran holds the record for narcotics
confiscation in the world, Eskandar
Momeni, the director of anti-narcotics
police headquarters said in December
2021.

However, great achievements in the
field of countermeasures have been
gained, and the United Nations has
officially announced that 90 percent
of opium, 70 percent of morphine, and
20 percent of world heroin have been
discovered by Iran.

Iranian universi-
ties moving to-
ward internation-
al standards

Iran’s Minister of Science,
Research, and Technology
Mohammad-Ali Zolfigol said
that the ministry is making
effort to make universities
across the country meet in-
ternational standards.
Iranian graduates can easily
be accepted in foreign uni-
versities, he further stated.
Currently, 3.2 million stu-
dents are studying in uni-
versities across the country,
Zolfigol noted, adding, about
20,000 doctorate students
graduate annually. Also,
about 700,000 master’s stu-
dents graduate annually.
He went on to state that
attracting international stu-
dents aims to strengthen
scientific  diplomacy.
Stating that 78,000 scien-
tific documents were pub-
lished by Iran last year, he
highlighted that some of the
articles were published with
the participation of profes-
sors and researchers from
foreign countries. This indi-
cates that researchers from
other countries want to co-
operate with Iran.

Academic quality

Most recently, the Leiden
ranking system published
the 2022 report, according
to which 44 Iranian univer-
sities were among the 1,318
top universities in the world.
Also, the Iran University of
Medical Sciences has been
ranked as the world’s leading
university for contributing to
delivering the UN’s Sustain-
able Development Goal of
good health and well-being.
Fifty-eight universities from
Iran were listed among the
top universities in Asia, ac-
cording to the 2022 Asia
University Rankings of the
Times Higher Education.
The 2022 edition of the
Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings, based on
universities’  contributions
to delivering the UN’s Sus-
tainable Development Goals
(SDGs), listed 27 Iranian
universities.

The Webometrics Ranking of
World Universities 2022 has
ranked 694 Iranian institu-
tions among 30,000 top uni-
versities across the world.
Also, 59 Iranian universities
have been listed among the
top 3,000 institutions in the
world in terms of academ-
ic quality, according to the
2021-2022 report released
by University Ranking by
Academic Performance
(URAP).

The Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS) Graduate Employability
Rankings 2022 list has been
released, which included
three Iranian universities out
of a total of 550 institutes
worldwide that highlighted
graduate employment pro-
cesses.

Meanwhile, 41 lranian uni-
versities in  engineering
sciences and 12 universities
in computer sciences have
made a place among the
top 1,188 universities in the
world with the announce-
ment of Higher Education
World University Rankings
2022 by subject.

It also has introduced 59 Ira-
nian universities among the
top institutions in World Uni-
versity Rankings 2022.
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Iran president
due in Astana on
Thursday

Iranian President Ayatollah
Ebrahim Raisi will arrive in
Astana, Kazakhstan, to par-
ticipate in a regional summit
aimed at fostering interac-
tion and cooperation in Asia.
President Raisi will partici-
pate in the sixth summit of
the Conference on Interac-
tion and Confidence-Build-
ing Measures in Asia (CICA)
which will be held in Astana
from October 12-13.

The summit will welcome 11
presidents from Azerbaijan,
Iraq, Iran, Qatar, Kyrgyzstan,
Palestine, Russia, Tajik-
istan, Turkey, and Uzbeki-
stan, according to Kazakh
media. President of Belarus
Alexander Lukashenko will
participate as an observer
at the sixth CICA summit.
Vice-Presidents of Vietnam
and China will also attend
the summit.

Nearly 50 delegations from
member states, observer
states, observer organiza-
tions, partner organizations,
and guests of the chairman-
ship are expected to attend.
Mohammad Jamshidi, the
director of the Iranian pres-
ident’s office for political
affairs, said President Rai-
si will arrive in Astana on
Thursday for the CICA sum-
mit.

“We had several requests
for meetings with the presi-
dent, but due to the lack of
opportunity, priority is given
to the heads of countries
that have not been met in
previous meetings such as
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and the United
Nations General Assembly,”
Jamshidi told state news
agency IRNA.

Jamshidi  mentioned the
leaders of Qatar and the Re-
public of Azerbaijan as per-
sonalities who requested to
meet with Raisi and did not
have the opportunity to meet
with the president at the
Shanghai meeting and the
UN General Assembly.

In August last year, President
Raisi met with the Executive
Director of the Secretariat
of CICA, Kairat Sarybay, in
Tehran.

“Iran believes that the dyna-
mism of regional organiza-
tions is a very important fac-
tor to counter unilateralism,”
Raisi said in the meeting.
He added, “The Islamic Re-
public of Iran intends to ef-
fectively take advantage of
the capacity of regional and
international institutions to
defend the rights and inter-
ests of independent coun-
tries.”

In the meeting, Sarybay
also expressed hope for the
continuation and strength-
ening of the constructive
role of the Islamic Republic
in the CICA mechanism to
promote peace and security
in the region and the world,
adding, “Today, Asia has an
important role in managing
global developments, and
CICA seeks to strengthen the
role of Asian countries in the
international stage.”

He added, “The focus of
the activities of CICA is on
strengthening the role of
Asian countries in resolving
the issues of the continent
and preventing the involve-
ment of non-Asian countries
in the developments of this
continent.”
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Can soup be a main meal?

The answer to this question is both yes
and no. Many soups are full of vege-
tables. Although soups along with a
main meal are effective in satiety, they
usually can not cause complete satiety
alone.

Of course, consuming soup with
breads made from wholemeal flour or
by adding cereals such as barley to it,
will increase calories and turn it into
a complete dinner. All in all, it can be
said that eating soup with whole grains
can make it a relatively light main meal.
1. They’re good for you. While some
soups can devastate a diet (cream-
based varieties can be particularly high
in fat and calories), most serve as a
great vehicle to meet your daily quota
for veggies. View soups as an oppor-
tunity to cash in on nature’s bounty
(winter crops, including pumpkin,
butternut squash, carrots and pars-
nips, won’t wilt or get limp when you
cook them). If you have produce that’s
about to pass its prime, tossing them
into a soup recipe can give them new
life. You can even drop frozen vegeta-
bles into boiling broth without com-
promising taste or texture.

2. They’re inexpensive and easy to pre-
pare. Soups and stews don’t require a
large amount of hands-on time. In fact,
if you use a slow cooker or a pressure
cooker like the Instant Pot, you can
prepare a savory soup in five minutes
flat, and let the cooker do the rest of
the work. If you amp up the liquid

2202 ‘Gl 13q0)aQ ‘Aepinjes

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi, in a
decree on Tuesday, ordered govern-
ment entities involved in the prepa-
ration of the next years national
budget bill to officially start working
on the draft of the bill, ISNA report-
ed. As reported, the president’s or-
der includes five annexes that cover

for public companies.

President Raisi has stressed cre-

Raisi orders preparation of next year’s budget hill

the schedule for drafting the bill,
financial regulations of the budget
bill, instructions and budget forms
of executive bodies, comprehensive
instructions for performance-based
budgeting, and budget instructions

ating economic stability, ensuring
justice, making the governance sys-
tem more efficient and reforming
the budget structure, implementing
practical development plans, as well
as implementing active labor market
policies in the process of budget bill
preparation.

and vegetables, you can use smaller
amounts of expensive ingredients,
such as chicken, fish and beef. Then,
make it a meal with whole-grain bread
on the side and a small salad if you
like.

3. They freeze well. Soup and stews
are great if you want to meal prep
lunches or dinners in advance.
Whip up a batch on the
weekend, and you

can stash half in
the freezer to
enjoy later. A
bonus: you'll
have healthy,
homemade
soup at the
ready when
you’re busy,
under the
weather or too
tired to cook.
4. They keep you
hydrated. Dur-
ing the winter chill,
it's not uncommon to
drink less than you need.
But while you may not be hot
and sweaty, you still lose fluid
through daily activities. Since soups
are mostly liquid, they’re a great way to
stay hydrated and full.

5. They give your immune system a
boost. Soups can help you stave off
cold and flu, and they’re a great an-
tidote for times when you are sick,
too! Most soups are loaded with dis-

ease-fighting nutrients. In fact, studies
show that chicken soup in particular
can help prevent the common cold, es-
pecially if you load it up with fresh gar-
lic, onions, celery and carrots. (They
all contain powerful immune-boosting

chemicals.) A bonus: the hot liquid
helps soothe a sore throat.

6. Soup Adds Vitamins and Minerals
.Do you have a souper diet? (See what

we did there?) The answer is probably
“yes” if you're a soup eater. Looking at
the diets of 10,500 Americans, lowa
State University researchers found that
people who ate soup had higher diet
quality scores than people who didn't.
Soup eaters had higher intakes of fiber,
vitamin A, magnesium, iron and
potassium. And overall,
they got more serv-
ings of vegeta-
bles (notably,
more  dark
greens, or-
ange  Vveg-
gies and
legumes).
7. Soup Is
the Ultimate
Skinny  Food
.Compared
to people who
enjoy soup on
the regular, those
who skip the slurp
are about 40 per-
cent more likely to be
overweight, according to
research published in the
journal PLOS ONE. The differ-
ence in actual body size was some-
what small-a waist circumference
difference of about 1 14 inches-but
we think that’s pretty remarkable con-
sidering participants served up soup
just once a week. Plus, another study
out of Penn State reported that eating
soup before lunch helped people natu-

You Should Eat More Soup: » Reasons Why

rally cut 134 calories out of their entire
meal.

8. You Can Eat More for Fewer Calories
.When you include soup in your meal,
you're likely to eat a larger portion of
food that’s also lower in calories. The
same Penn State study mentioned
above found that people who had soup
before lunch enjoyed about 27 ounces
of food-the soup plus a pasta entree,
for about 820 calories-while those
who didn’t start with soup ate about 15
ounces of just the pasta for about 930
calories. Other research shows that di-
ets rich in foods that fill you up with
fewer calories, like soup, are associat-
ed with a lower risk of developing type
2 diabetes.

9. The Sodium Is Offset by Potassi-
um .Soup is notoriously high in so-
dium-and yes, research shows that
people who eat soup do get more
sodium than those who skip the bowl.
They’re also likely to get more potassi-
um. This is important for heart health
because potassium encourages your
body to excrete sodium. So, while too
much sodium can raise blood pres-
sure, potassium can help bring it back
down. Not all lunches can say that. A
homemade sandwich made with ham,
cheese, tomato and whole wheat bread
has over 800 mg of sodium and only
320 mg of potassium, but a basic veg-
etable soup has about 640 mg of sodi-
um and 718 mg potassium. That’s 20
percent of your recommended dose of
potassium for the day!

Generating 88, 000MW electriorty 1s Iran’s privilege in SC0

The Deputy Minister of Energy for Electricity and Energy Affairs
said generating 88,000 megawatts (MW) of electricity by the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is an advantage that the country brings for
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

The existence of more than 88,000-MW electricity capacity in the
country is an asset for the Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
Homayoon Haeri stated on Tuesday, Mehr News Agency report-

ed.

He said that the high potential of Iran’s electricity grid both in
terms of production and internal electricity networks is a suffi-

The 14th International Iran Stone Ex-
hibition opened in Mahallat county in
Iran’s Markazi Province on Tuesday,
IRNA reported.

The four-day exhibition was opened in
a ceremony attended by senior officials
including the deputy industry minister,
some foreign ambassadors, as well as
tradesmen and artists active in the dec-
orative stone industry at Nimvar Stone
Exhibition Center in Mahallat county.
The space of the exhibition was en-
larged by 30 percent in comparison to
its area last year, so the expo is being
held in an area as big as 90,000 square
meters.

The Nimvar Center stands second in
size after the Construction Industry

Exhibition in Tehran. It also ranks sixth
in terms of exhibition space after Italy,
China, Turkey, Brazil, and India.

The current year’s exhibition provides
stone suppliers with the opportunity to
exhibit 32,000 tons of decorative stones
extracted from 500 mines in 29 prov-
inces throughout the country.

Some 21,000 tons of decorative stones
from 350 mines across Iran were show-
cased in the last year’s similar exhibi-
tion.

Some 16 training courses are sched-
uled to be held on the sidelines of the
international exhibition.

Speaking at the opening ceremony of
the exhibition, Cuban Ambassador to
Tehran Alberto Gonzalez Casals said

ntl. stone expo kicks

cient condition for the presence of Iran in the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization.
Turning to the construction of power plants, Haeri pointed out
that Iran enjoys high potential and capabilities in the construction
of power plants which can be very effective in exchanging energy
with the SCO’s member states.
Earlier, Iranian Minister of Energy Ali Akbar Mehrabian had said
that exchanging electricity with the SCO member states will be
put atop the agenda, adding that Iran has presently established
electricity exchange with some of the SCO member states.

off central Iran

that Iran’s stone industry is of global
fame. Casals said that Iran’s stone in-
dustry is of high quality and variety and
Cuban businesses are ready to work
with [ranian companies in this sector.
The ambassador said that Cuba does
not have large mines like Iran’s and is
ready to purchase Iranian products and
leverage Iranian technology in this re-
gard.

He also noted that Iran and Cuba could
neutralize sanctions against both coun-
tries through serious collaborations,
urging Iran to focus on Latin America.
The Cuban diplomat vowed that his
country would hold an exhibition of Ira-
nian products, including stone industry
and mining.

first six months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March 21-Sep-
tember 22) increased by 4,000
million cubic meters (mcm) or one
percent compared to the previous
year’'s same period, an official with
the National Iranian Gas Company
(NIGC) said.

According to NIGC’s Head of Pro-
duction Coordination and Supervi-
sion Management Ahmad Zamani,
sour gas extraction was increased
by three percent in the said six
months, while an 18-percent in-
crease was also achieved in LPG
production.

Speaking in an NIGC roundtable
on the challenges of natural gas
supply in the cold season, Zamani
noted that the overhaul program of
the country’s gas facilities is almost
completed and will be wrapped up
by the end of the current Iranian cal-

H1 matural gas output
rises 4,000 mem yr/yr

Iran’s natural gas production in the  endar month (October 22).

A\‘,(‘?

He put the capacity of the country’s
natural gas production at one bil-
lion cubic meters per day and said
that the production of sweet gas in
the country is currently 840 to 850
mcm per day.

$4b invested for smartening gas
network

Also speaking in the roundtable,
Jalal Nour-Mousavi, the NIGC’s di-
rector for gas supply, announced
the company’s plan for investing
four billion dollars in smartening
programs within the next four years.
“In order to optimize gas consump-
tion, a four-year project has been
planned for smartening the network
with an investment of four billion
dollars,” he said.

According to the official, there are
currently 27 million gas meters ac-
tive on the country’s gas network
whose smartening is on the agenda.
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