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second in

Asian Youth Hand-

The Republic of Korea defeat-
ed Iran 26-22 in the 9th Asian
Men’s Youth (U19) Handball
Championship Thursday night.
This is the third time that the
Republic of Korea has won the
Asian Men’s Junior Handball
Championship. The Republic of
Korea had previously won the
title in both the inaugural 2005
and 2014 editions.

Eleven nations competed for the
title and five places at the World
Championship in an event held
at the following two venues
across Bahrain.

In the bronze medal match,
Saudi Arabia defeated Japan by
26-25. This bronze medal is the
first ever medal won by Saudi
Arabia in the Asian Men’s Youth
Handball Championship.

The Republic of Korea, Iran,
Saudi Arabia, Japan, and Bah-
rain have qualified for the 10th
IHF Men’s Youth (U19) Handball
World Championship to be held
in Croatia in July / August 2023.

Iran’s oil production
capacity to increase
by 200,000 bpd by

Mar. 2023
The managing director of Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company

(N10C) has said the country’s
oil production capacity is going
to increase by 200,000 barrels
per day (bpd) to 4.038 million
by the end of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20, 2023).
“With the measures taken, Iran’s
oil production capacity will in-
crease to 4.038 million barrels
per day by the end of this year,”
Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr told
IRNA on Friday.

The official put the Islamic Re-
public’s current oil production
capacity at 3.838 million bpd.
Pointing to the increase in the
country’s oil exports over the
past 12 months since the 13th
government has taken office,
the Deputy Oil Minister said:
“Considering the increase in oil
production capacity, it is pos-
sible to increase our exports if
demand in global markets in-
creases.”

Khojasteh-Mehr  noted  that
the above-mentioned figure is
the country’s optimal capacity
and whenever the international
conditions are more open, Iran
will be ready to significantly in-
crease exports and return to the
world markets with maximum
power.

In early April, Oil Minister Javad
Oji said that the country’s crude
oil production has reached the
pre-sanction level.

Saying that the current capac-
ity of Iran’s oil production has
reached more than 3.8 million
bpd, the minister said, “We
hope that through the efforts
of all those active in this sector,
we will reach higher figures in
the exports of crude oil, gas
condensate, oil products, and
petrochemicals in [the current
Iranian calendar year] 1400
(started on March 21)”.

“By taking effective measures in
onshore and offshore oil fields,
drilling new wells, repairing
wells, rebuilding and modern-
izing facilities, and oil collection
centers, the current oil produc-
tion capacity has reached before
the sanctions, and we have no
problem in performance and
this amount of production”, Oji
added.

_www.esfahan-news.com

I’aistﬂn ar force ehef

Pakistan’s Air Chief Mar-
shal Zaheer Ahmad Ba-
bar who serves as the
Chief of Air Staff, visited
Iran on Thursday and
met with several Iranian
high-ranking  officials,
including Iranian Defense
Minister Brigadier Gen-
eral Mohammad Reza
Ashtiani.

In this meeting, the de-
fense minister expressed
his deepest sympathies
with the nation of Paki-
stan and offered condo-
lences to the families of
the recent flood victims
in this country.
Unprecedented monsoon
rains that began in mid-
June have affected more
than 30 million people
in Pakistan, killing more
than 1,130 people from
Monday.

Ashtiani said, “The Islam-
ic Republic of Iran and
Pakistan have historical,
cultural and social com-
monalities regardless of
the cmmon border.”

The Defense chief stated
that the two countries
have an important and
influential position in re-
gional developments and
the Islamic world, adding
that Pakistan has always
enjoyed a particular posi-
tion in the foreign policy
of Iran.

Ashtiani also stated that
Tehran considers the
security of Pakistan as
its own security, adding,
“The government of Iran
emphasizes developing

relations with the friendly
and brotherly country of
Pakistan at all bilateral,
regional and international
levels.

He pointed out that the

cooperation between
Iran and Pakistan, in the
changing and tense con-
ditions of the region, can
be of help in improving
the security situation in
the West Asian region.
The defense minister also
made it clear that both
countries should not al-
low third countries to be
influential in the develop-
ment and deepening of
bilateral cooperation.
Stating that the inter-
national situation and
developments are cur-
rently in a complicated
state, the defense min-
ister noted, “The U.S.
and the West are trying
to implement their uni-
lateralist and totalitarian
approaches in all stra-
tegic areas of the world.
The recent developments
in Ukraine are also the
product of a unilateralist
and interventionist ap-
proach,” he added.
Ashtiani  further noted
that the Americans in Af-
ghanistan left the country
in a chaotic situation af-
ter 20 years of occupa-
tion, adding, “Certainly,
Afghanistan’s  solution
to get out of the current
situation is to form an in-
clusive government with
the participation of all
ethnic groups.”
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Stating that good meas-
ures have been taken in
recent years to trans-
form the borders of the
two countries into safe
borders compatible with
economic  exchanges,
Ashtiani said, “We sup-
port and emphasize the
development of defense,
military and security co-
operation and the imple-
mentation of agreements
in these areas.”

Iranian nation’s resist-
ance to sanctions is ad-
mirable

For his part, Marshal Ah-
mad Babar confirmed the
Iranian defense minis-
ter's remarks in the meet-
ing, calling the situation
in the region complicated
and praised the resist-
ance of the Iranian nation
against the sanctions.
Referring to the progress
of Iran’s aviation indus-
try, the Pakistani Chief
of Air Staff called for the
expansion of the level of
cooperation in operation-
al issues, appreciating
Iran’s cooperation in es-
tablishing the security of
the borders of the two
countries.

He expressed his desire
for the exchange of del-
egations, the creation of
design offices and joint
laboratories  regarding
aviation, industrial and
university  cooperation
and the creation of joint
technology parks.

At the end of this meet-
ing, the Iranian defense

meets Iran tﬁo

minister invited his Paki-
stani counterpart to visit
Tehran.

Top military chief meets
Pakistani Chief of air
staff

Marshal Ahmad Babar
also met the Chief of
the General Staff of the
Armed Forces, Major
General Mohammad
Bagheri, while visiting the
headquarters of the Gen-
eral Staff of the Armed
Forces on Thursday.
Pakistan has a special
position with Iranian au-
thorities

At the beginning of this
meeting, Bagheri wel-
comed the Pakistani
chief of air staff, stating,
“Pakistan is a very good
neighbor for Iran and
enjoys a special posi-
tion in the eyes of Iran’s
military and government
officials.”

Bagheri also expressed
his sadness about the
flood in Pakistan and
expressed hope that Is-
lamabad can overcome
this natural disaster as
soon as possible and the
problems of the people of
Pakistan will be solved.
Underlining  that the
relations between the
two countries have al-
ways been developing,
Bagheri clarified, “The
military commanders of
both sides have played a
special role in the devel-
opment of relations and
| would like to send my
greetings to General Qa-

military officrals

mar Javed Bajwa.”

We consider the secu-
rity of Pakistan as our
security

Elsewhere in the meet-
ing, the Chief of General
Staff of the Armed Forc-
es stated, “We consider
the security of Pakistan
as our security and we
will not hesitate to do
anything we can for the
security of Pakistan.”
Regarding military co-
operation between the
two countries, there are
already established re-
lations, Bagheri stated,
adding that it can defi-
nitely expand in terms of
diversity and depth, and
Iran is fully prepared for
this issue.

“Considering the mutual
trips of the two air force
commanders of Iran and
Pakistan, we will see the
deepening of relations
in the near future, and |
believe that the air forces
of the two countries can
have the necessary coop-
eration in order to trans-
fer experiences and new
technologies,”  Bagheri
stated.

He added that it is ex-
pected that Iran and Pa-
kistan will have a joint
program for manned and
unmanned drones in the
next one to two years.
There is no longer any
limit to the expansion
of Iran’s military coop-
eration

Regarding the issue of
sanctions against lIran,
the Iranian top military
chief stated, “UN arms
embargoes have been
lifted for about a year
and a half, and therefore
we are not facing any re-
strictions in this regard.
Now we only face unilat-
eral and oppressive U.S.
sanctions, so there are
no restrictions on our
military cooperation with
Pakistan.”

Bagheri stated that in the
field of manned and un-
manned drones, many
measures have been tak-
en by Iran.

“You may not have had
the opportunity to visit
and observe all of them,
so with the presence of
your engineering team,
you can get more reviews
about Iran’s capabilities,”
Bagheri told Marshal Ah-
mad Babar.

The Chief of Staff of the

Armed Forces said that
the turning point is that
Pakistan has the neces-
sary will to expand coop-
eration, and it is definitely
evident that Tehran also
mutually have the will to
cooperate with Pakistan.
“In general, | believe that
foreigners should not be
allowed to enter by ex-
panding the cooperation
and concluding various
understandings,” he stat-
ed.

Sending an expert team
to further investigate
Iran’s capabilities

For his part, Marshal
Ahmad Babar said, “We
have always wanted to
meet the Iranian military
men. | will also send you
the greetings of General
Bajwa. This is the first
time | come to Iran and
| also had a good con-
versation with the com-
mander of the Iranian Air
Force.

The Chief of the Pakistani
Air Staff stated that he will
send a team of experts to
Iran for better implemen-
tation of joint programs,
adding, “Geopolitically,
our region is very sen-
sitive and important and
we are struggling with
many problems from the
east and the west.
Marshal Ahmad Babar
continued by saying that
in his belief, the mili-
tary relations of the two
countries can definitely
have a positive effect on
the relations between the
governments and dip-
lomats, and the nations
of Iran and Pakistan are
very close to each other
due to their religious and
cultural commonalities.
We must move towards
cutting-edge technolo-
gies

The Pakistani air staff
chief also stated that the
battle scene has changed
a lot, noting, “We have to
use the term hybrid war
for many of today’s bat-
tles and as you said, we
have to move towards
the cutting edge technol-
ogies and for this pur-
pose, we in Pakistan have
established a science and
technology park.”
Marshal Ahmad Babar
noted that according to
Islamabad’s experiences
in the exercise field, Teh-
ran and Islamabad can
hold a joint exercise.

NGC preparme factlicies to ensure stable eneray supply m winter

—

Head of the National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC)
has said his company is getting prepared for sus-
tainable gas supply during the cold season, Shana
reported.

“Renovation of important and vital parts and equip-
ment of the refineries of South Pars gas complex is
one of the important priorities in this regard that will
be commenced in the near future,” Majid Chegeni
said.

Chegeni, who traveled to the South Pars Complex,
made the remarks in a meeting with the senior man-
agers of the complex’s refineries.

Referring to the importance of sustained fuel supply
to all sectors of the country during the cold season,
he said: “Now the domestic, commercial and power
plants are the first priorities of the National Iranian
Gas Company for supply during the cold season
for which we have been planning carefully all year
long.”

“The maximum production and processing of natu-
ral gas and by-products must always be maintained
in the refineries of the complex and in line with this
important principle, the renovation of facilities,
equipment, and key parts of the first complex refin-

eries will start in the near future,” he added.

Chegeni pointed to the ability and high knowledge
of South Pars Gas Complex’s experts, employees,
and managers and stated: “Benefiting from capa-
ble managers and workforce South Pars Gas Com-
plex has reached full growth and maturity in recent

years.”

Having the biggest network in the region, Iran is one
of the leading countries in terms of gas accessibil-
ity, and in this regard, making sure that this access
stays uninterrupted during the pick consumption

periods is a top priority for NIGC.

During the previous year’s cold season, despite the
unprecedented increase in natural gas consumption
in the country, the gas industry was able to register
arecord high in terms of gas supply during the peak
consumption period.

The consumption of natural gas by the domestic
and commercial sectors reached 662 million cubic
meters (mcm) in January to register a new record
high in the previous Iranian calendar year (ended
on March 20).

NIGC and all its subsidiaries were seriously working
a few months before the winter to ensure the sus-
tained supply of gas during the cold season.

With a nominal capacity of over 1,000 mcm, Iran is
currently producing over 810 mcm of natural gas
on a daily basis which is mostly used inside the
country for the domestic sector and also as fuel for
the power plants and a small portion is also export-
ed to neighboring countries like Iraqg.

Currently, about 30,000 villages with 4.6 million
households as well as 1,148 cities with over 18 mil-
lion households are connected to the national gas
network in Iran.
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Iran exports over
$78m of pistachi-
os to EU in H1

Iran has exported over $78
million of pistachios to the
European Union (EU) mem-
ber states during the first half
of 2022, IRIB reported citing
the data released by the Euro-
pean Union’s statistics office,
Eurostat.

Iran’s pistachio export to the
union has dropped 26 per-
cent in the first six months of
this year, from $106.1 million
in the same period of time in
the past year, the Eurostat
data indicate.

Although Iran is mostly
known for its vast hydro-
carbon resources, there are
some other precious prod-
ucts that people all around
the world put the lranian
brand on and appreciate
greatly, one of such products
is Iranian “green gold” or pis-
tachio.

Cultivation of pistachios in
Iran dates back to the Achae-
menid period or the fifth
century B.C; Like the great
dynasty, the Islamic Repub-
lic was the world’s unrivaled,
leading producer of pista-
chios for a long time, with
southeastern Kerman prov-
ince being the hub of produc-
tion for so-called green gold.
Over the past decade, climate
change has caused severe
drought in Iran, leading to 85
percent of the country being
classified as arid or semi-ar-
id. The decline in annual av-
erage rainfall and shortage
of surface water has forced
farmers to dig more wells
to pump water from under-
ground reserves. Nearly half
of the 750,000 wells dug
in Iranian farms are illegal,
which indicates why the un-
constrained use of under-
ground water in agriculture
is the main source of water
waste in the country.

The situation is the same
in Kerman province, which
accounts for 70 percent of
Iran’s pistachio production.
As announced by Hossein
Rezaei, the secretary-general
of the Iran Pistachio Associ-
ation (IPA), the production
of pistachio in Iran fell by
70,000 tons in the previous
Iranian calendar year (end-
ed on March 20) to hover
around 150,000 tons.
Hossein Rezaei said that the
current year's sprouts have
also been destroyed by cli-
mate change, and this year it
is difficult to keep the market,
S0 government support is re-
quired.

IPL: Persepolis
beat Sanat Naft

Persepolis football team de-
feated Sanat Naft 2-0 in Iran
Professional League (IPL) on
Wednesday.

Dutch forward Jurgen Loca-
dia scored the first goal in the
27th minute.

It was Locadia’s first goal for
Persepolis.

Meysam Tohidast scored an
own goal in the 80th minute.
Some 500 women football
fans also attended the match
in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium.
In Tabriz, Tractor were held
to a goalless draw against
Havadar.

Sepahan lost to Foolad 1-0
and Mes Rafsanjan drew 0-0
with  Aluminum.
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President  Raisi
inaugurates mega
water-supply pro-
ject in southwest-
ern lIran

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
on Friday inaugurated the West
Aisa’s largest water supply pro-
ject in southwestern Khuzestan
province, IRNA reported. As
reported, Ghadir Water Supply
project has been designed with
a 25-year horizon and it is aimed
to supply water with a flow rate
of 20 cubic meters per second.
With the implementation of the
project, 26 cities including Ah-
vaz, Abadan, Khorramshahr,
Dasht Azadegan, and 1,600 vil-
lages in Khuzestan province will
be supplied with drinking wa-
ter. Over 20 trillion rials (about
$70 million) has been invested
in this project which includes
constructing 78 kilometers of
transmission lines and building
two major pump stations. The
benefits of this project include
positive social effects such as
improving the well-being and
quality of life of the residents of
the target villages, preventing
migration and protecting the
environment, creating econom-
ic prosperity and production
boom. President Raisi arrived
in Khuzestan on Friday morning.
This is Raisi’s fourth visit to the
province since he took office in
August 2021.

Iran, Bulgaria
ready to develop
transit, transporta-
tion cooperation

Head of Iran Road Maintenance
and Transportation Organiza-
tion (RMTO) Dariyush Amani
met with Bulgaria’s Ambassa-
dor to Tehran Nikolina Kuneva
on Thursday, in which the two
sides stressed the readiness to
develop economic, transit, and
transportation cooperation, IRIB
reported.

Speaking at the meeting, Am-
ani underlined the importance
of expanding international road
transport cooperation between
the two countries, saying: “The
economic and political relations
between the two countries are
130 years old, and the territory
of Bulgaria has been the main
crossing point for the Iranian
road fleet heading to Europe,
therefore, transport cooperation
between the two countries can
reduce transit costs for the two
sides compared to other coun-
tries in the region.”
Considering the  numerous
meetings held between the au-
thorities of the two countries,
the condition is suitable for the
development of economic coop-
eration between the two sides,
he said.

The official further mentioned
Bulgaria’s membership in the
International North-South Cor-
ridor, as well as the Persian
Gulf-Black Sea Corridor, saying
that being in the path of the
mentioned corridors is a great
potential that the two countries
can benefit from for develop-
ing trade ties. Referring to the
holding of 19 meetings of the
Iran-Bulgaria Joint Economic
Committee so far, Amani said:
“The last meeting was held in
April 2019 in Sofia, and the
20th round of the meeting will
be held soon.” “Four rounds of
road transport committee meet-
ings have also been held so far,
the last of which was concluded
within the framework of the 19th
Joint Economic Committee,” the
Iranian deputy minister added.
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Iran fall short

Championship
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against Netherlands
in 2022 FIVB World

Iran lost to the Netherlands 3-1
(25-22, 21-25, 25-20, 25-18) in
Pool F of the 2022 FIVB Men’s
World Championship Wednesday

night.

Iran, who had defeated Argen-
tina and Egypt in their previous

matches, finished in second place
behind the Netherlands.
Behrouz Ataei’s men will play Bra-
zil on Sept. 6 in Gliwice, Poland in
quarterfinals.

The Netherlands will also play
Ukraine in the round.

Now o | make my front yard look nice?
b ways Lo enhance curb appeal

Front yards are often neglected, even
though they’re more on show than our
backyards. With care and considera-
tion, the smallest space can become
green and inviting, as well as accom-
modate off-street parking.

If finding the time to turn your front
yard into a verdant paradise is a prob-
lem, it pays to keep things simple. Just
one special features, like a tree, or
window box can add a welcome touch
of drama. We’ve curated our favorite
easy-to-copy, pretty front yard land-
scaping ideas that will add the most
curb appeal and lift your spirits. Many
of these beautiful garden ideas will
even work to make a backyard look
nice, too.

How do | make my front garden look
nice?

Don’t let a dismal front yard be the
first view of your home you give vis-
itors and passers-by. Your front yard
will say a lot about you, show that you
care about your home and your neigh-
borhood. Ideally, front yards should
be low-maintenance and the layout
should be simple, smart and beautiful,
so if you are pondering the age old
question; ‘how do | make a front yard
look nice?’ Let us count the ways..

1. Create shapes with topiary

Clipped evergreens can be used for a
smart, contemporary look or as a con-
trast to a more naturalistic and roman-
tic style of planting in a front yard.
Topiary is the ancient practice of
shearing evergreen shrubs and trees to

[ran’s export to Turkey increases 56% in 7 months on year
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The value of Iran’s exports to neighboring_

Turkey increased by 56 percent to reach
$2.145 billion in the first seven months of
2022, according to the figures recently re-
leased by the Turkish Statistical Institute.
As IRNA reported, Iran’s export to Turkey
was $1.37 billion in the first seven months
of the past year.

The trade between Iran and Turkey in-
creased by 33 percent to $3.847 billion,
up from $2.877 billion during the same
period a year earlier.

Based on the mentioned data, Iran’s im-
ports from the country also marked a
13-percent rise to hit $1.702 billion during
the January-July period, from $1.507 bil-
lion the same time span in 2021.
Increasing non-oil exports to the neigh-
boring countries is one of the major plans
that the Iranian government has been pur-
suing in recent years.

During a webinar, held in March, on trade
relations between Iran and Turkey, which
was held through cooperation between
Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA)
and Istanbul Chamber of Commerce
(ICOC), and attended by officials from
both chambers and a group of entre-
preneurs, ways to develop economic
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relations between the two countries and
some problems in this due were exam-
ined.

In this virtual conference, which was at-
tended by more than 250 entrepreneurs
from Iran and Turkey, the opportunities
for cooperation between the two coun-
tries were examined and the two sides
emphasized the development of cooper-
ation.

Addressing the conference, Nihat Alay-
oglu, the secretary-general of Istanbul
Chamber of Commerce, referring to the
political, economic and cultural similari-
ties between Iran and Turkey, said: “The
two countries have long-standing rela-
tions dating back more than 400 years,
and more than 500 kilometers of common
border, as well as several trade agree-
ments with each other, in particular, the
preferential trade agreement, which was
concluded in 2015, is very important for
both countries.”

He added that the value of trade between
Iran and Turkey has increased from $1.2
billion in 2001 to about $5.6 billion in
2021. Of this amount, $2.7 billion is allo-
cated to Turkish exports to Iran and $2.8
billion is related to Iran’s exports to Turkey.
Machinery and equipment are among the

top exports of Turkey to Iran, and mainly
materials such as copper and plastic are
imported from Iran.

Noting that Turkey accounts for seven
percent of Iran’s $39-billion imports, he
added: “Our goal is to increase Turkish
exports to Iran to $10 billion, and it is ob-
vious that the two countries’ chambers of
commerce have a role to play in increas-
ing trade cooperation.”

Bahman Eshaqi, the secretary-general of
Tehran Chamber of Commerce, for his
part put emphasis on the significance of
expanding economic ties between Iran
and Turkey, and said, “Turkey is one of the
gateways of Iran’s economy to Europe,
and Iran is one of the gateways connect-
ing Turkey to the Silk Road and the lands
of the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) members. Iran can also be
the main gateway for Turkey to join India
and the subcontinent.”

Emphasizing that economic cooperation
between the two countries is a necessity,
Eshqi continued: “Compromise between
the two nations has been strong for the
last three centuries, and although at times
there have been competitions between the
two countries, Iran-Turkey cooperation is
still developing.”

beautify your front yard walkway ideas.
2. Add interest above with hanging
baskets

Planting your own hanging baskets is
one of the most enjoyable gardening
tasks, as you get so much reward for
such little effort, and it is a wonderful
way to make a front yard look nice.
Good thriller plants for hanging bas-
kets are pelargoniums, begonias, oste-
ospermums, angelonia, nicotiana and
heliotrope.’

3. Create a sensory space

Filled with enticing sounds, scents and
textures, sensory gardens are intimate
outdoor spaces designed to delight
our ears, noses and fingertips as well
as our eyes. Sometimes stimulating,
sometimes calming, these spaces of-
fer tangible, visceral experiences that
can evoke emotions and aid relaxation
—and they are not just for backyards
either.

Many sensory spaces are simply walks
or paths with scented plants, such as
herbs, between stepping stones; a
winding route works well as it invites
you to slow down and look around.
When it comes to color, it is gener-
ally believed that hot colors such as
red and orange are stimulating, while
greens and blues are calming, so aim
to create different areas with this in
mind.

4. Lay a gravel path

Gravel garden ideas can create depth
and bring structure to your garden, and
is also a good way to prevent burglary.

.
(Linvestment projects launched, inaugurated

In free trade S]]BUlﬂl eemmmw zones

Iran’s First Vice Pre3|dent Mohammad
Mokhber launched and inaugurated 71
investment projects in free trade zones
and special economic zones of the
country on Thursday.

The projects are to make investments
in the industrial and development sec-
tors of four free trade zones, namely
Arvand, Kish, Aras, and Anzali, and five
special economic zones namely Pars,
Petrochemical, Arg-e Bam, Sahlan, and
Lorestan, and create direct and indirect
jobs for over 22,000 persons.

In mid-August, the secretary of Iran’s
Free Zones High Gouncil said that the
trade balance of the country’s free trade
zones has become $35 million positive
for the first time in 30 years.

According to Saeid Mohammad, there
are currently 15 free trade zones and
33 special economic zones active in
the country and the necessary licenses
have also been obtained for the estab-
lishment of 79 new special economic
zones. The official noted that although
the overall trade balance of the free
trade and special economic zones to-
gether has always been positive, but
this is the first time that the foreign
trade balance of the free trade zones
becomes positive separately.
Underlining the important role that
free trade and special economic zones
play in the country’s economic growth,
Mohammad said: “The main function
of free zones is to facilitate export,
production, foreign exchange, entry
of new technologies and promotion
of knowledge-based companies.” He
expressed dissatisfaction with the cur-
rent performance of free zones, saying:

“They have not been able to grow in I|ne

By:

‘Unsurprisingly, gravel is not only pret-
ty and low-maintenance, the often loud
crunching noise it makes underfoot
can be a good burglar deterrent.

Ideal for an informal front yard cottage
garden, gravel looks softer than solid
paving and comes in a range of colors.
Is also relatively inexpensive, easy
to lay and allows rainwater to soak
through, helping to prevent flooding.
5. Add height with trees

Every backyard and front yard looks
better with a tree, and you don’t need
loads of space to fit one in.

If you plan to squeeze one in to a
border, look for an upright, colum-
nar-shaped tree that doesn’t take up
too much ground space and won'’t cre-
ate a large canopy.

6. Set a bench by the door

A charming bench on the front porch
or next to the front door is the perfect
place to sit and reflect, especially if
it’s in a spot that catches the sun or
gives you a view of the sunset. It’s also
somewhere you can stop to remove
your dirty shoes before setting foot
indoors.

Here, a swing seat allows you to take
in the verdant surrounding in quiet
contemplation. When aiming to make
a front door look nice, pick a palette
of blue and white, reminiscent of
coastal landscapes. Decorating with
blue and white is timeless, and one
of the most classic interior design
combinations, perfect for creating a
serene aesthetic.

with the free zones of our competitors
in the region.”

Mohammad further mentioned some
of the obstacles in the way of the de-
velopment of the country’s free zones
including unnecessary or vague regula-
tions, lack of enough incentives for en-
couraging activities in such areas, and
the lack of unified and integrated man-
agement in these zones, and said the
government is doig its best to resolve
such issues. The establishment of free
trade zones (FTZs) in Iran dates back to
the Iranian calendar year 1368 (March
1989 - March 1990) following the fall in
the country’s oil income in the preced-
ing year which prompted the govern-
ment to promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran
were established in the south of the
country. The first one was Kish Free
Trade Zone established in 1368 on Kish
Island in the Persian Gulf and the sec-
ond one was Qeshm Free Trade Zone
established the year after on Qeshm
Island in the Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have
been also established in the coun-
try since then, including Chabahar
in southeastern  Sistan-Baluchestan
Province, Arvand in southwestern
Khuzestan Province, Anzali in northern
Gilan Province, Aras in East-Azarbaijan
Province, and Maku in West-Azarbaijan
Province, both in the northwest of the
country. The development of existing
free trade zones and the establishment
of new FTZs has become one of the ma-
jor economic approaches of the Iranian
government.
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