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On the occasion of Government Week
(August 24-30), Iranian Qil Minister
Javad Qji ordered the beginning of
executive operations of five major oil
industry projects in Khuzestan Prov-
ince, in the southwest of the country,
on Friday, Shana reported.
Inaugurated through video conferenc-
ing, the mentioned projects include
the second phase of the Yaran oil
field development, the development
of Balal gas field in the Persian Gulf,
the development and maintenance of
Nargesi field in Gachsaran, and the
development of the Propane dehydro-
genation to propylene (PDH) unit of
Bid Boland Refinery, as well as some
social responsibility projects.

The inauguration ceremony was at-
tended by senior officials including
Head of National Iranian Qil Company
(NIOC) Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr and
Head of National Iranian South Oil
Company (NISOC) Alireza Daneshi, as
well as Head of National Petrochemi-
cal Company Morteza Shahmirzaei.
With a total investment of $227 mil-
lion, the second phase of the Yaran
oil field development project is being
implemented by Persia QOil and Gas In-
dustry Development Company under a
10-year contract.

Based on the contract, Persia Oil and
Gas Industry Development Company
is going to increase the field’s oil pro-
duction by 39.5 million barrels within
the 10-year time span.

As reported, the development project
of Balal gas field has also been as-
signed to Petropars Gompany under
a contract valued at $500 million. The
first phase of the project includes the
drilling of a descriptive-exploratory
well with $28.4 million of investment.
The development and maintenance
of Nargesi field is being conducted
by Dana Energy Company under a
41-month contract. During the con-
tract period, Dana Energy Company
is obliged to increase the field’s pro-
duction to 6,000 barrels per day (bpd).
The implementation of this plan will
generate more than $500 million in
revenue for the government within
two years.

The Propane dehydrogenation to pro-
pylene (PDH) unit of Bid Boland Refin-
ery is going to convert 700,000 tons of
Propane to propylene every year; over
$950 million has been invested in this
project.

Iran expected to ink
agreement with Rus-
sia’s EXIAR soon

Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organ-
ization (TPO) has urged Russia to take
the necessary measures for signing an
agreement between Export Guarantee
Fund of Iran and the Russian Agency
for Export Credit and Investment In-
surance (EXIAR) in the coming weeks,
the TPO portal reported.

“If this agreement is signed, many
[ranian trade companies will be able to
use this insurance. This agreement is a
good opportunity for traders to benefit
from the two countries’ export capaci-
ties to the fullest and it will be a driving
force for the development of Iran and
Russia’s trade,” Alireza Peyman-Pak
said in a meeting with Director-Gener-
al of Russian Export Center Veronika
Nikishina in Moscow on Wednesday.
He expressed hope that this document
will be finalized and ready to be signed
within the next two weeks so that the
obstacles in the way of the business-
men of the two countries can be re-
solved as soon as possible.
Peyman-Pak also announced Iran’s
readiness to establish banking rela-
tions with Eximbank of Russia and
emphasized that Iran is ready to use
all the banking capacities of the two
countries in order to facilitate the fi-
nancial transactions between the two
sides. Nikishina for her part welcomed
the Iranian side’s proposals, saying:
“We gladly join the actions and deci-
sions that are being made because we
want to create acceptable conditions
for expanding business in a competi-
tive financial environment.”

Iran’s ambassador and perma-
nent representative to the Unit-
ed Nations has emphasized the
need for a decisive position of
the countries in the 10th NPT
review conference towards Is-
rael based on the resolutions of
the previous conferences.
Majid Takht Ravanchi highlight-
ed Israel’s possession of nucle-
ar weapons in the region and
called for its denuclearization.
He made the remarks in a brief-
ing with Iranian reporters in
New York on Friday.

“The issue of a Middle East free
of nuclear weapons is one of
the most important issues for
the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
he told the reporters, accord-
ing to Iran’s state news agency
IRNA. “The issue of the Middle
East as a region free of nuclear
weapons is one of the important
debates that all the countries of
this region are suffering from,
because the Zionist regime, as
the only regime possessing
hundreds of nuclear warheads,
is not ready to join the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). And it does not put its
nuclear facilities under the su-
pervision of the International
Atomic Energy Agency.”

Takht Ravanchi emphasized,
“Not only does the Zionist re-
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gime not carry out this action,
but some countries cooperate
with this regime and it is always
supported by these countries
during the NPT conference and
outside it.

Iran’s ambassador to the United
Nations continued, “This issue
is one of the important issues
for the Islamic Republic of Iran.
During the 10th NPT Review
Conference, we have had a con-
structive approach in this field
and we have announced that
the documents that were pre-
sented during the previous NPT
Review Gonferences in 1995,
2000 and 2010 and clearly
stated that the Zionist regime
should to join the treaty should
be discussed and expressed in
the text of the final statement of
this conference (tenth confer-
ence).”

Takht Ravanchi stated “If this
issue is not stated in the text of
the final statement of this con-
ference, it shows that there is
no preparation for the 10th NPT
review conference to pass its
resolutions by consensus.”
Iran’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations em-
phasized, “In the negotiations,
we have said very clearly that
we are not ready to back down.
This means that this conference

should take a position on the
Middle East debate that is be-
hind the previous conferences.”
He added, “We have stated
that this issue is one of the
red lines of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran. If they want to deal
honestly and constructively,
the language that was used in
the statements of the previous
conferences should also be
used in this conference in order
to move towards a Middle East
without nuclear weapons.”
Takht Ravanchi noted, “We are
trying to reach a consensus,
but we will not do it at any
cost; We have a framework and
principles, and actions must be
taken to reach a consensus. If
our red lines are respected, we
will definitely welcome to reach
a consensus, otherwise we will
not reach a consensus.”
Referring to the importance of
the 10th NPT Review Confer-
ence, Takht Ravanchi pointed
to the active and constructive
presence of the delegation of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
and emphasized, “We have a
series of red lines that we hope
we can reach a consensus
with the cooperation of other
countries, some of which have
mostly not had a good record
of having a constructive rela-

tionship.”

Iran’s ambassador to the United
Nations said, “Some countries
caused the failure of conferenc-
es in the past, for example, in
2015, some Western countries
caused the failure of the NPT
conference. We hope that they
will put aside this conflict in this
conference so that we can have
a good document and reach a
consensus.”

Stating that the delegation of
the Islamic Republic of Iran is
one of the most active delega-
tions of this conference, Takht
Ravanchi considered the issue
of nuclear disarmament as one
of the other important issues
for Iran.

He noted, “Unfortunately, the
countries possessing nuclear
weapons, contrary to Article
6 of the NPT Treaty, have not
fulfilled their obligations and
have not moved towards nu-
clear disarmament while they
had committed to moving to-
wards nuclear disarmament
in good faith. But not only did
they not do such an action, but
they have quantitatively and
qualitatively upgraded their
nuclear weapons and formed
a coalition that is against their
commitments.”

The Ambassador of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran continued,
“Another important issue for
us is the peaceful use of nucle-
ar energy, and as a member of
the treaty, we should be able to
use the benefits of this treaty
(NPT).”

He noted, “Over the years, cruel
sanctions have been imposed
on Iran and we have been de-
prived of being able to use its
benefits within the framework
of the NPT treaty.”

He concluded, “Nuclear weapon
states and non-nuclear weapon
states are both active in this
conference. This conference
has been held every five years
since 1970, but it was not held
two years ago due to the Coro-
na epidemic, and the tenth con-
ference was held this year. The
three main axes of this confer-
ence are nuclear disarmament,
non-proliferation and peaceful
use of nuclear energy.”

In the conference, Iran called
for more attention to Israel’s
nuclear weapons. “The best
way to prevent the proliferation
of nuclear weapons in all its

for decisive stance on Israel nuclear activities

aspects is the full and effective
implementation of the Treaty’s
Articles | to VI and universal
adherence to the NPT,” Iran
said in a statement to the Sub-
sidiary Body Il of the Tenth
NPT Review Conference on
August 9.

The statement added, “There-
fore, we believe that the Review
Conference should accord the
required attention to this crit-
ical issue. In this context, the
Israeli regime is a vivid example
requiring urgent attention of the
Review Conference. Because,
this regime possesses all types
of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and threatens to use them
against the regional countries.
[t has committed various ter-
rorist attacks against nuclear
scientists and has also initiat-
ed different sabotage attacks
against nuclear facilities. Tak-
ing into account the totality of
this insidious background, the
Israeli regime must be forced
to join all related instruments,
including the NPT, without any
precondition and as a non-nu-
clear party while placing all of
its nuclear facilities and activi-
ties under the comprehensive
safeguards of the IAEA.”

It added, “Unfortunately, cer-
tain NWSs [nuclear-weapon
states] reward nuclear-armed
non-parties with nuclear co-
operation and trade in nu-
clear power reactors. For
instance, they continue to
provide a great deal of eco-
nomic and military aid to the
only non-party to the NPT in
the Middle East. With this
kind of assistance, the Israe-
li regime has afforded to run
its un-safeguarded nuclear
facilities at which it produces
plutonium for its underground
nuclear weapons program.”
The statement further noted,
“In addition, it is a matter of
deep concern that certain
States Parties continue to im-
pose unilateral and arbitrary
restrictions beyond the IAEA
safeguards on the transfer of
nuclear materials, equipment,
and technology for peaceful
purposes. Regrettably, such
restrictions are applied to NPT
States Parties where non-par-
ties to the Treaty with nuclear
weapons arsenal benefit from
nuclear cooperation by certain
nuclear-weapon States.”

L. rehuff requs for Lid-Bideq C"Z |

The White House reportedly told Is-
raeli officials that the president was on
break; the secretary of defense was also
said to be out of town during Gantz’s
visit to Washington

Amid major progress towards a re-
turn to the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, the
White House recently rejected an Israeli
request for an emergency phone call
between Prime Minister Yair Lapid and
U.S. President Joe Biden, Hebrew me-
dia reported on Wednesday.

Citing unnamed Israeli officials, Chan-
nel 13 news said that the president’s
office claimed Biden was unavailable
for a conversation with the premier be-
cause he was on vacation. However, the
sources emphasized that the talk would
be arranged eventually.

The network also reported that Defense
Minister Benny Gantz would not meet
with U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin when he flew to Washington on
Thursday since Austin too had appar-
ently left the city.

Iran announced on Wednesday evening
that it had received Washington’s re-
sponse to its proposals on a final Eu-
ropean Union draft for the revival of the
2015 accord, called the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action, as the sides ap-

peared to inch closer to a deal opposed
by Israel.

The announcement comes a day after
the U.S. said Iran had agreed to ease
key demands that had held up the re-
vival of the 2015 deal trashed by former
U.S. President Donald Trump, boosting
hopes for the restoration of an agree-
ment its supporters say will keep Teh-
ran from acquiring nuclear weapons
capability.

Gantz was scheduled to meet the head
of the U.S. military’s Central Command,
which oversees operations in West

Asia, and with U.S. national security
adviser Jake Sullivan. Gantz said on
Wednesday that his visit was aimed at
conveying Israel’s position on the deal.
Israel’s national security adviser Eyal
Hulata arrived in Washington on
Wednesday, also for talks centered on
Iran with Sullivan and possibly with
Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sher-
man, one of the architects of the 2015
accord.

In a briefing to foreign reporters on
Wednesday, Lapid urged the U.S. and
the European Union to back away from
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the emerging deal, claiming it did not
meet Biden’s own red lines as it won’t
prevent Iran from becoming a nuclear
state.

“In our eyes, it does not meet the
standards set by President Biden him-
self: preventing Iran from becoming a
nuclear state,” Lapid said while also
attempting to downplay any rift be-
tween Jerusalem and Washington or
Europe.

Lapid panned the EU’s negotiating posi-
tion, claiming that it had reneged on its
declaration of “take it or leave it” when it
presented a final draft of the deal.
Former prime minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu also voiced his staunch oppo-
sition to the deal on Wednesday, saying
that the emerging new agreement is
even worse than before.

“The terrible deal with Iran... casts a
heavy shadow on our security and our
future,” Netanyahu told reporters in Tel
Aviv.

EU-coordinated negotiations on reviv-
ing the deal began in April 2021 before
coming to a standstill in March and
picking up again in August. The Biden
administration has repeatedly said it
believes diplomacy is the best way to
resolve the crisis.

Commodities
worth $2.2h trad-
ed at IME
month

in a

During the past Iranian cal-
endar month Mordad (end-
ed on August 22), 10.311
million tons of commodi-
ties worth $2.2 billion were
traded at Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME).

As reported by the IME’s
Public Relations and Inter-
national Affairs Department,
the exchange traded on both
domestic and export rings
of its oil and petrochemical
trading floor 1.827 million
tons of commodities valued
at more than $864 million.
The IME’s customers pur-
chased on this floor 547,600
tons of vacuum bottom,
532,275 tons of bitumen,
321,756 tons of polymeric
products, 149,500 tons of
lube cut, 134,590 tons of
chemicals, 110,125 tons of
sulfur, 22,017 tons of oil,
2,000 tons of slops wax and
1,300 tons of insulation.
Furthermore, the exchange
saw trade of 8.443 million
tons of commodities worth
more than $1.4 billion on its
metals and minerals trading
floor.

Items traded on this floor
included 4,231,000 tons of
cement, 1,253,000 tons of
steel, 2,374,000 tons of iron
ore, 371,500 tons of sponge
iron, 46,555 tons of alumi-
num, 114,875 tons of zinc,
25,701 tons of copper, 730
tons of molybdenum con-
centrate, 500 tons of coke,
60 tons of precious metals
concentrate, 91 kg of gold
bars and 600 dignity and fi-
delity SUV automobiles.
The IME also traded with-
in the month 40,997 tons
of commodities on its side
market.

The value of trades at Iran
Mercantile Exchange rose
102 percent, and the volume
of trades at the exchange in-
creased 128 percent in the
past Iranian calendar year
1400 (ended on March 20),
which was the highest level
of growth in the history of
the exchange since its es-
tablishment.

Statistical data show that
in the past year, in addi-
tion to new records in the
volume and value of trades
of different products, 10
major records in total value
and physical market trades
were registered. In a way
that besides the total value
of trades, the volume and
value of physical market
trades, the volume, and
value of industrial products
and petrochemicals trades,
the value of oil products
trades and the volume and
value of side market trades
all hit records.

IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the
other three markets are Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE),
Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market known also
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB),
and Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX).
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Iran to sign gas

swap deal with
Russia in near fu-
ture: 0ji

Iranian Qil Minister Javad Oji has
announced that a gas purchase
and swap deal will be signed
between the Islamic Republic
and the Russian Federation in
the very near future, Shana re-
ported.

“The negotiations for the pur-
chase and swap of gas from
Russia have been finalized and
[the contract] will be signed in
the near future in Moscow be-
tween the National Iranian Gas
Company and the Russian side,”
0Oji said referring to a meeting
with Igor Yevgenyevich Levi-
tin, aide to the President of the
Russian Federation in Tehran on
Wednesday.

Negotiations were also held
regarding the swap of petrole-
um products, he said, adding:
“Iran has many capacities in
the fields of the sea, railway and
land transportation which will be
beneficial for the development
of swap between the two sides,”
he stressed.

According to Oji, during the
meeting with Levitin, the two
sides followed up on previous
agreements in the fields of en-
ergy and rail transportation and
discussed ways of expanding
cooperation in the mentioned
sectors.

“In the transportation sector,
discussions were held regard-
ing the construction of the
Rasht-Astara railway and the
signaling of the Garmsar-Inche
Borun railway line,” the Iranian
minister said.

He noted that Russian banks are
going to finance the said pro-
jects, saying: “Since the senior
aide to the Russian president
has full authority these projects
will be operational soon.”
Referring to the signing of a
$40-billion memorandum  of
understanding (MOU) with large
Russian companies, QOji said:
“Now we have contracts with
Russia for the development of
seven oil and gas fields, which
have a progress of between 10
percent and 30 percent, and ne-
gotiations are underway for 14
other fields.”

He went on to say that the meet-
ing of the Iran-Russia Joint Eco-
nomic Committee will be held
in two months in Moscow and
negotiations on various issues
including energy, transportation,
and trade will be followed up in
that meeting.

Referring to the fact that Russia
is committed to financing €5
billion in Iran’s development and
infrastructure projects, Oji con-
tinued: “Some 2.5 billion euros
have been already allocated and
the funds are being used in pow-
er plant projects. We also deter-
mined the projects for the rest
of the mentioned figure whose
contracts will be signed soon.”
Emphasizing that the cooper-
ation between Iran and Rus-
sia in the field of energy is not
one-sided, the minister added
that in the petrochemical sec-
tor, some contracts have been
signed for the exports of prod-
ucts and catalysts to Russia.
The official further noted that
some agreements have also
been reached with Russian com-
panies for the improvement of
the recovery factor of the South
Pars gas field, saying: “Another
issue emphasized in the MOU
signed with Russian companies
is increasing the pressure in the
South Pars gas field, since the
Russians have good capabilities
in this area.”
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Sepahan held

Persepolis football team earned
their first win in the 2022/23 Iran
Professional League (IPL) season

bv GOI GOhar! on Friday.
Persepolis bheat
Aluminum first-half goal.

In Sirjan, Gol Gohar came from

The Reds defeated Aluminum 1-0
in Arak courtesy of Milad Sarlak’s

two goals down to equalize with
Sepahan.

Foolad defeated Tractor 3-2 in
Ahvaz and Sanat Naft edged past
Havadar 1-0 in Tehran.
Sepahan remain top of the ta-
ble with seven points, one point
above Esteghlal.

ome Foods

o Eat And Avord On

An Empty Stomach For Better Digestive Health

Source:

Eating is vital to our health and well being. We eat
to live. When you consume your foods, in some
cases, is just as important as what you are con-
suming. Eating all the right foods but at the wrong
time is counterintuitive and an exercise in futility.
The goal in healthy eating is not just eating foods
that are good for you and avoiding the bad. It is
learning your body and figuring out how to opti-
mize the food that you do eat. This means learning
how to improve your digestion and to maximize
absorption of the key nutrients your body needs.
Eat these 4 foods on an empty stomach:

1. Fresh Fruit

Fruit is an incredibly healthy food group: packed
with vitamins, nutrients, fiber and water. Incorpo-
rating fruit into your diet, the proper way, allows
your digestive system to reap more powerful
benefits through vitamin intake and improved di-
gestion. Starting your day with fruits helps you
detoxify your system, supplies you with a great
deal of physical energy, can aid in weight loss and
provide the needed energy and focus for other life
activities.

The simple sugars contained in fruit need time to
be completely absorbed by your body. When fruits
are eaten alone and when your stomach is emp-
ty, all of the nutrients, fiber and the simple sugars
contained in the fruit can be more easily processed.
According to prevailing research, this is the ‘proper
way’ to benefit from eating fruits.

2. Oatmeal, Buckwheat and Cornmeal Porridge
Eating oatmeal first thing in the morning or on
an empty stomach has several advantages. First
it provides a coating on the lining of the stomach
which prevents irritation from your bodies natural-
ly occuring hydrochloric acid (HCL). Oatmeal also
contains soluble fiber which aids in digestion and
lowers cholesterol.

Buckwheat and cornmeal porridge also stimu-
late digestion while lowering blood pressure and
cholesterol levels. They remove toxins and heavy
metals from your intestines and create a satiated
feeling for a longer period of time.

3. Honey

Honey helps to awaken your immune and diges-
tive systems. Honey has been shown to help with
“lazy bowel syndrome,” and other stomach issues.
It also acts as a cleaning agent by ridding the body
of harmful viruses and bacteria.

4. Eggs

Eggs are extremely good for you and provide a
myriad of health benefits whenever they are con-
sumed. What makes them the perfect food to con-
sume on an empty stomach is the fact that they

e

make you feel full longer. Studies have shown
that when eggs are eaten in the morning, the total
amount of daily calories consumed decreases and
eggs also aid in fat reduction.

These four foods will improve your overall health,
aid in digestion and are excellent breakfast foods!
Along with knowing which foods we should eat, we
should also be aware of foods we should avoid eat-
ing when our stomach is empty. Eating the wrong
foods at the wrong time can wreak havoc on your
insides.

Avoid these 5 foods when your stomach is empty:
1. Tomatoes

Tomatoes, although packed with nutrients and high
amounts of Vitamin C, also contain high levels of
tannic acid which increases acidity in the stomach

By:

and can lead to gastric ulcers. Save the tomatoes
for dinner salad.

2. Yogurt

The primary reason to avoid putting yogurt on an
empty stomach is because the benefits of the lactic
acid bacteria found in yogurt is rendered ineffective
due to the high acidity of stomach acid. Therefore
you gain very few of yogurt’s health benefits when
consumed first thing in the morning.

3. Processed Sugar

We all are aware that too much sugar is bad for
you. But did you know that the sugar added to most
processed foods—such as high fructose corn syrup
and other such sweeteners have bad effect on the
liver? The sugar that is found naturally in fruits is
counteracted by it’s fiber but copious amounts of
fructose—especially on an empty stomach, over-
loads the liver and can lead to liver damage. Skip
the breakfast donuts, guys...

4. Bananas

Bananas are one of the best known diet foods. It
satiates, assists in relieving constipation and is
considered by some health experts to be a super
food. However, bananas contain high amounts of
magnesium and potassium which can lead to an
imbalance of magnesium and potassium in blood
if you eat bananas on a completely empty stomach.
Bananas are a prime example of eating the right
food at the wrong time.

5. Tea and Coffee

Drinking coffee on an empty stomach increases
acidity, which in turn causes heartburn and indiges-
tion throughout the day. Drinking tea on an empty
stomach can suppress the secretion of gastric juic-
es and reduces bile and acid in the stomach which
aid in the overall digestion of foods and is essential
to the process of secreting excess cholesterol from
the body.

Export from Tehran province
rises 327 m 4 months vr/vr

Export from Tehran province increased
33.78 percent in the first four months of
the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-July 22), as compared to the same
period of time in the past year, a provin-
cial official announced.

Hassan Mirzaei, an official with the
province’s Industry, Mining and Trade
Department, said commodities worth
$400 million were exported from the
province in the four-month period of
this year.

He said that the industry and agriculture
sectors accounted for the lion’s share of
export from the province, and named
Turkey, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and
United Arab Emirates as the major ex-
port destinations.

As previously announced by the head of
Tehran province’s Industry, Mining and
Trade Department, the value of export
from the province rose 66.44 percent
in the past Iranian calendar year 1400
(ended on March 20), from its preced-
ing year.

Mahmoud Seyjani said that commodi-
ties worth $1.218 billion were exported

from the province in the past year.

He named Iraq, Turkey, Afghanistan,
Russia, Turkmenistan, India, China, Pa-
kistan, United Arab Emirates (UAE), and
Azerbaijan as the main destinations of
the products exported from the province
in the previous year.

Neighboring countries, India and China
imported 69 percent of the exported
commodities, the official noted.
According to the data released by the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Customs Admin-
istration (IRICA), the value of Iran’s non-
oil exports reached $17.24 billion in the
first four months of the current Iranian
calendar year, up 22 percent compared
to the last year’s same period.

Based on the mentioned data, Iran ex-
ported 35.656 million tons of non-oil
commodities in the mentioned four
months, IRIB reported.

Meanwhile, some 11.159 million tons
of goods valued at $17.24 billion were
imported into the country in the said
period, indicating a 17-percent rise in
terms of value compared to the last
year’s same time span.

In total, the Islamic Republic traded
about 46.815 million tons of non-oil
goods worth $34.48 billion with its
trade partners in the first four months
of the current Iranian calendar year, up
19 percent in terms of value, the IRICA
data showed.

Iran’s top export destination during
this period was China with $5.617 bil-
lion worth of imports from the Islamic
Republic, followed by Iraq with $2.398
billion, the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
with over $2.264 billion, Turkey with
$2.06 billion, and India with $567 mil-
lion.

Liquid propane, methanol, liquefied nat-
ural gas, urea, liquid butane, polyethyl-
ene, bitumen, light petroleum oils, iron
and steel ingots, and light oil products
were among the top exported items in
the said four months.

Meanwhile, the country’s top five sourc-
es of imports during these four months
were the UAE with $4.875 billion, China
with $4.422 billion, Turkey with $1.787
billion, India with $859 million, and Rus-
sia with $599 million worth of imports.

Head of Iran’s Givil Aviation Organi-
zation (CAQ) has said his organiza-
tion has prepared a 10-year roadmap
for the development of the country’s
aviation industry, IRNA reported.
Speaking in a meeting with repre-
sentatives of some knowledge-based
companies on the occasion of Gov-
ernment Week, Mohammad Moham-
madi-Bakhsh said the mentioned
roadmap includes two major axes
one of which is regarding the man-
ufacturing of airplanes by knowl-
edge-based companies and the other
is the supply of parts and equipment
needed in this industry.

Mentioning the problems that the
U.S. sanctions have created for the
Iranian aviation industry, the official
said: “We have no choice but to build
our own airplanes.”

“According to the decision of the
Supreme Gouncil of Aviation, there
is no limit for the entry of knowl-
edge-based companies and startups
into the country’s aviation sector,”
Mohammadi-Bakhsh noted.
Stressing the importance of training
and education in the aviation indus-
try, the official stated that in the 10-
year roadmap special attention has
been paid to cooperation with uni-

(AQ prepares 10-vear roadmap for de-
veloping aviation industry

wrans)

versities and research institutions for
holding training courses and keeping
the people active in this industry up-
to-date.

The CAO head further said that three
separate three-year executive pro-
grams have also been prepared and
defined for the development of the
country’s aviation industry, noting:
“We will not wait for the sanctions to
be lifted.”

According to Mohammadi-Bakhsh,
the number of the country’s pas-
senger airplanes will increase to 550
within the next 10 years, based on
the mentioned comprehensive pro-
gram.

“Under the framework of this pro-
gram, fleet expansion up to 550 air-
planes, repairing airplane parts and
indigenizing the knowledge for the
construction of aircraft inside the
country are set on the agenda,” he
said.

“Following President Raisi’s orders,
we have focused all our efforts on
a few areas, including buying air-
planes, manufacturing airplanes, and
repairing grounded airplanes. We
need 550 airplanes to meet the coun-
try’s air transportation demands,”
Mohammadi-Bakhsh noted.
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