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21 Iranian companies
to showcase products
at Russian auto exhibit

Representatives of 21 Iranian com-
panies are going to showcase over
99 automobile parts and equipment
at MIMS Automobility Moscow 2022
which is due to be held during Au-
gust 22-25, an official with the state-
run Iran Khodro Company (IKCO)
announced.

According to Amir-Abbas Farnoudi,
since the Russian auto industry has
been sanctioned by the west, this
exhibition is a great opportunity for
Iranian auto parts manufacturers to
introduce their capacities and capa-
bilities to the Russian market, IRIB
reported.

He noted that the main goal of at-
tending the mentioned exhibition is
to form long-term cooperation with
Russian car and auto parts manu-
facturers and added: “companies
were selected to participate in this
exhibition that have the necessary
technology for producing auto parts
or to offer up-to-date technical engi-
neering services so that they can op-
erate directly in the Russian market.”
According to Farnoudi, IKCO has
also showcased one of the latest au-
tomobiles manufactured by the com-
pany called Tara in this exhibition in
order to test the taste of Russian
consumers.

“Iran Khodro’s goal to re-enter the
Russian market is completely strate-
gic and planned,” he said.

“Russia is the fifth largest car con-
sumption market in the world and
is one of the most attractive mar-
kets, with complexity and intense
competition in the region, for this
reason, for the last two years, stud-
ies, planning, and negotiations have
been carried out for Iran Khodro to
re-enter this market. And we are in
the process of reaching good agree-
ments, which will be announced as
soon as the results are obtained,” the
official added.

Export from Khuzestan
rises 24% in 4 months
on year

The value of non-oil export from
Khuzestan province, in the south-
west of Iran, rose 24 percent in the
first four months of the current Irani-
an calendar year (March 21-July 22),
as compared to the same period of
time in the previous year, an official
with the province’s customs depart-
ment announced.

Behrooz Qarehbeygi said that 5.5
million tons of commodities worth
$2.695 billion were exported from
the province in the said four-month.
He named polyethylene, urea fertiliz-
er, paraxylin, steel ingot, ammonia,
methanol, vegetables and agricul-
tural products as the main exported
items and China, United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), Turkey and India as the
main exported destinations.

As previously announced by another
official with the customs department
of the province, the value of non-oil
export from Khuzestan rose 75 per-
cent in the past Iranian calendar year
1400 (ended on March 20), from its
preceding year. Gholamreza Balou-
ti-Mirza said that 17 million tons of
commodities worth $677 million
were exported from the province
in the past year, indicating also 12
percent growth in terms of weight
year on year. He named clinker, pet-
rochemicals, service goods for fac-
tories, and vegetables as the main
exported items and the United Araba
Emirates, China, Brazil and European
countries as the major export destina-
tions. The official further announced
that 20.56 million tons of commodi-
ties worth $10.197 billion have been
imported to the country through
Khuzestan province in the past year,
indicating 51 percent rise in value
and 18 percent growth in weight year
on year. He said that 99 percent of
the province’s imported goods were
basic goods, which include corn, olil,
rice, wheat and factory raw materials,
imported from Russia, Ukraine, Brazil
and other countries.

_www.esfahan-news.com

An Iranian lawmaker has
praised the Raisi administra-
tion’s policy toward the nuclear
talks with the West, saying that
the administration succeeded
in containing the West’s exces-
sive demands.

Qudratullah Hamzeh Shalamzari
said, “The 13th government
had favorable and acceptable
activities in the field of foreign
policy to remove the sanctions
and seriously defended the
rights of the people.”

He added, “In the previous
government, European and
American countries usually put
forward proposals in the field of
nuclear negotiations, and Iran’s
negotiating team responded to
them by examining them. But
with the formation of the 13th
government, this procedure
changed, and Iran presents its
proposals and plans, and the
Western side must respond.”
The lawmaker made the re-
marks in an interview with
Iran’s state news agency IRNA.
Stating that the Raisi govern-
ment defended the interests
of the Iranian nation with in-
telligence and authority at the
negotiation table to lift the
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sanctions, Hamzeh Shalamzari
said, “From the beginning, the
priority of the government has
been to preserve the dignity
and authority of the country,
and with seriousness in eco-
nomic diplomacy and relations
with the world and the region, it
has brought changes in favor of
Iran at the regional and global
level.”

He continued, “The 13th gov-
ernment modified the conven-
tional procedures of the previ-
ous government based on the
bitter experience of the JCPOA,
did not tie the economy and
livelihood of the people to the
JCPOA, and curbed the exces-
sive demands of the West by
drawing up a policy of complete
removal of sanctions.”

He noted, “Respecting the red
lines, protecting the interests of
the people and protecting the
absolute rights of the people
brought honor and authority to
Islamic Iran.”

The lawmaker continued, “The
Islamic Republic has never left
the negotiation table, it was the
Westerners who created a cri-
sis in the negotiations by issu-
ing a resolution in the Board of
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Governors of the International
Atomic Energy Agency. Now it
seems that we are close to an
agreement.”

He added, “The negotiating
team moved within the frame-
work of the general policies
of the establishment, and the
important  recommendations
of the Leader of the Revolution
were also considered by them,
and they left an acceptable
track record.”

Referring to the parliamentary
strategic ratification to annul
sanctions, he said, “Passing
this law facilitated the work of
the negotiators and provided
good support to the negotiating
team. This law armed the nego-
tiation team against the enemy.
The actions and coordination of
the government and the Majlis
(Parliament) made the negoti-
ating team come to the negoti-
ating table with more strength
in this round of talks.”

After intensive meetings and
consultations, Iran finally sub-
mitted its response to the text
the European Union submitted
to Iran and called it a “final”
draft.

The Iranian answer to the EU

draft came amid Iranian calls
for the U.S. to show flexibility.
The Iranian foreign minister
has said that Iran showed much
flexibility and America knows
that full well. “America knows
very well how much flexibility
we have shown, now it is the
turn of the American side to be
flexible. In the recent Vienna
negotiations, the American side
expressed its verbal flexibility
on two issues. This should be
in writing. In the third issue
and guarantees, we must have
America’s flexibility. If America
shows flexibility, we will reach a
point of agreement in the com-
ing days,” he stated.

After submitting the response,
Iran continued its internal con-
sultations. The Supreme Na-
tional Security Council hosted
a meeting of the members of
Parliament’s National Security
and Foreign Policy Commit-
tee on Tuesday. Ali Sham-
khani, Amir Abdollahian, and
Ali Bagheri Kani attended the
meeting. And on Wednesday,
a closed session of Parliament
was held with the same officials
to discuss the situation around
the talks in Vienna over reviving

emed | m Western excesswe demands; MP

the 2015 nuclear deal, officially
known as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Abbas Mogtadaei, who is a
member of Parliament’s Na-
tional Security and Foreign Pol-
icy Committee, has provided
some details about the Iranian
response to the text submitted
by the European Union on re-
viving the 2015 nuclear deal.
Mogqtadaei confirmed this point
after MPs sitting on the Par-
liament National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee held
a three-hour meeting on Tues-
day with SNSC Secretary Ali
Shamkhani, Amir Abdollahian,
Bagheri Kani and chief of the
Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran (AEOI).

“The meeting was attended by
the secretary of the (Supreme)
National Security Council, and
it was of great importance,
because in the meeting held
today (Tuesday), we studied
[ranian views and visions, and
a view was formed in order for
the Council to be informed of
the latest developments in this
matter,” the lawmaker said in
an interview with Al Alam.
Moqtadaei stressed that the
Parliament approved the strate-
gic law on the rights of the Ira-
nian people, and as it is known,
it was America that withdrew
from the nuclear agreement.
He noted that Iran had present-
ed its response to the other side
and stressed that its rights and
guarantees should be taken into
account.

Moqtadaei noted that it was
premature to talk about the
details of the Iranian response
that was submitted to the Euro-
pean Union.

“In our response, we empha-
sized that the opposing party
must meet Iran’s demands and
the rights of the Iranian peo-
ple,” he said.

Ankaras A I’alestme sympathizer, Isrﬂeh companion!

As Ankara and Tel Aviv moved on to
normalize ties, pundits have looked
at Turkey as a country that is trying
to have its cake and eat it too.

The Israeli regime and Turkey de-
clared full normalization of relations
and the return of their ambassadors
to Ankara and Tel Aviv on Wednes-
day.

The announcement brings a four-
year diplomatic crisis between Tur-
key and the regime to an end.
According to the Israeli prime min-
ister’s office, the agreement was
struck on Tuesday during a phone
discussion between the directors
general of the Israeli and Turkish
foreign ministries.

The decision to restore full dip-
lomatic representation was made
mutually, with the Israeli regime’s
ambassador and consul general re-
turning to Ankara and Istanbul and
the Turkish envoy and consul gen-
eral returning to Tel Aviv and Jeru-
salem.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu told a press conference in
Ankara that Turkey will soon nomi-
nate an ambassador to Tel Aviv and
that a joint economic summit will be
hosted by Ankara and Tel Aviv in the
coming weeks.

However, in an odd turn of events,
he went on to say that Ankara will
continue to back the Palestinians.
Cavusoglu said the decision will al-
low mostly Muslim, but prominently
secular Turkey, to lobby for Palestin-
ian interests in Gaza, and the West
Bank including Jerusalem.

The return of ambassadors “is im-
portant to improving bilateral ties,”
Cavusoglu said, adding, “As we have
always said, we will continue to de-

fend the rights of Palestinians.”
This claim is in line with the claim
of the Arab normalizers who said
that after the normalization agree-
ments, establishing relations with
Tel Aviv would help the Palestinian
cause and speed up the process of
the two-state solution. Now, after
two years, they were not even will-
ing to celebrate the anniversary of
the signing of the Abraham Accords
with Tel Aviv.

Yair Lapid, the Israeli regime’s pre-
mier, spoke with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan hours after
the news broke out.

Erdogan, according to the Turkish
presidency, favors the growth of co-
operation and discussion between
Turkey and Israel “on a sustainable
basis and on the basis of mutual
sensitivities.”

Over the last decade, Israeli-Turkish
relations have been strained, most

recently in 2018 when the U.S. relo-
cated its embassy to Jerusalem and
Turkey removed the Israeli ambas-
sador from Ankara.

Erdogan began direct interaction
with the regime with a congratula-
tory phone call after the regime’s
President Isaac Herzog was inaugu-
rated in July 2021. They’ve spoken
on the phone multiple times, and
Herzog recently met Erdogan in An-
kara. Cavusoglu paid his first visit to
Tel Aviv as Turkish foreign minister
in 15 years in May.

Relations between Turkey and the
Zionist regime have been fraught
since the Mavi Marmara ship trag-
edy 12 years ago when Tel Aviv as-
saulted the naval fleet transporting
humanitarian aid for Gazans under
the name of the Freedom Fleet and
killed ten crew members.

Erdogan’s policy of running with the
hare and hunting with the hounds

has long been criticized by political
pundits. A case in point is his sep-
arate meetings with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky.
Erdogan saw the Ukraine crisis as
an opportunity to act on a global
scale and bring himself closer to the
West. As a result, efforts to promote
talks between Moscow and Kyiv, the
transfer of grain ships from Ukrain-
ian ports, the dispatch of drones to
Kyiv, and the criticism of Russia’s
actions and stances have been put
on his agenda for months. Ankara’s
move to normalize relations with Tel
Aviv came as a surprise to several
analysts.

While discussing the ongoing battle
with Russia with Zelensky and UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres,
Erdogan settled this matter with the
Israeli regime. Some observers be-
lieve that this situation was staged
and that Erdogan was attempting to
demonstrate his capacity to manage
multiple major events at the same
time in a short period of time. This
was not management in the dimen-
sions of expertise. Rather, it was
deemed unacceptable to close an
important case at an inconvenient
moment.

Given that Turkey never truly sev-
ered links with the Israeli regime,
either on security or economic
level, Ankara’s choice to normalize
relations with the regime can be
interpreted as implying that Tur-
key never had deep-seated issues
with the Israeli regime. Erdogan’s
demonstration of support for Pal-
estine and Palestinians is mainly a
media ruse to present himself as a
good guy.
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‘Iran can use In-
donesia as a hub
for marketing its
products in ASEAN
countries’

Indonesian Ambassador
to Tehran Ronny Prasetyo
Yuliantoro says Iran can use
Indonesia as a hub for mar-
keting its products in the ASE-
AN countries.

The envoy made the remarks
in an interview conducted
by the Tehran Times on the
sidelines of a ceremony to
celebrate ASEAN Day 2022 in
Tehran on Tuesday.

“| think we [ASEAN member
states and Iran] have some
great potential that can be
developed, for instant now
with regard to the health field
we can have some kind of
cooperation, you know this
is a time that we can increase
cooperation in health sector”,
he stated.

“So, this is a good time and
then | believe that here is
some potential that can be
still developed between ASEA
countries and Iran”, the am-
bassador reiterated.

Speaking about trade and
economic ties between his
country and lIran, the official
said, “Of course there is a lot
of potential between Indone-
sia and Iran especially in the
economic relation now we
increase our cooperation in
health sector.”

And asked about the prob-
lems in the way of bilateral
trade, he replied, “Of course
the challenge is how to deal
with the payment system be-
tween the two countries; we
have to look for the way that
can solve the problem of pay-
ment in the future.”

ASEAN Day 2022 was cele-
brated at the place of Royal
Thai Embassy in Tehran on
Tuesday, attended by am-
bassadors of some of the
member countries in Iran as
well as some Iranian officials,
and also officials from other
countries, including Russian
and Indian ambassadors in
Tehran.

Association  of  Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a
political and economic union
of 10 member states in South-
east Asia, which promotes
intergovernmental  coopera-
tion and facilitates economic,
political, security, military,
educational, and sociocul-
tural integration between its
members and countries in the
Asia-Pacific.

The association was estab-
lished on August 8, 1967 in
Bangkok, Thailand, with the
signing of the ASEAN Declara-
tion (Bangkok Declaration) by
the Founding Fathers of ASE-
AN, namely Indonesia, Malay-
sia, Philippines, and Thailand.
As set out in the Declaration,
the aims and purposes of ASE-
AN are to accelerate economic
growth, social progress, and
cultural development in the
region, to promote regional
peace, collaboration and mu-
tual assistance on matters of
common interest, to provide
assistance to each other in the
form of training and research
facilities, to collaborate for
better utilization of agricul-
ture and industry to raise the
living standards of the people,
to promote Southeast Asian
studies and to maintain close,
beneficial cooperation with
existing international organi-
zations with similar aims and
purposes.
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TEDPIX drops
12,500 points on
Saturday

TEDPIX, the main index of Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE), fell
12,592 points to 1.438 million
on Saturday.

Over 6.251 billion securities
worth 32.429 trillion rials (about
$115.817 million) were traded
at the TSE.

The first market’s index lost
10,406 points, and the second
market’s index dropped 21,805
points.

TEDPIX rose 20,931 points (0.2
percent) in the past Iranian cal-
endar week (ended on Friday).

As reported, 40.58 billion secu-
rities worth 228.555 trillion rials
(about $816.267 million) were
traded through 1.874 deals at
the TSE in the past week.

The number and value of traded
securities rose 30 percent and
34 percent, respectively, while
the number of deals increased
114 percent in the past week
from the preceding week.

TSE is one of the four Irani-
an stock exchanges, the other
three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) mar-
ket, known as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB).

21 Iranian compa-
nies to showcase
products at Rus-
sian auto exhibit

Representatives of 21 Iranian
companies are going to show-
case over 99 automobile parts
and equipment at MIMS Auto-
mobility Moscow 2022 which
is due to be held during Au-
gust 22-25, an official with the
state-run Iran Khodro Company
(IKCO) announced.

According to Amir-Abbas Far-
noudi, since the Russian auto
industry has been sanctioned
by the west, this exhibition is
a great opportunity for Iranian
auto parts manufacturers to in-
troduce their capacities and ca-
pabilities to the Russian market,
IRIB reported.

He noted that the main goal of
attending the mentioned ex-
hibition is to form long-term
cooperation with Russian car
and auto parts manufacturers
and added: “companies were
selected to participate in this
exhibition that have the neces-
sary technology for producing
auto parts or to offer up-to-date
technical engineering services
so that they can operate directly
in the Russian market.”
According to Farnoudi, IKCO
has also showcased one of the
latest automobiles manufac-
tured by the company called
Tara in this exhibition in order
to test the taste of Russian con-
sumers.

“Iran Khodro’s goal to re-enter
the Russian market is complete-
ly strategic and planned,” he
said.

“Russia is the fifth largest car
consumption market in the
world and is one of the most
attractive markets, with com-
plexity and intense competition
in the region, for this reason,
for the last two years, studies,
planning, and negotiations have
been carried out for Iran Khodro
to re-enter this market. And we
are in the process of reaching
good agreements, which will be
announced as soon as the re-
sults are obtained,” the official
added.

MIMS  Automobility Moscow
2022 is an international trade
fair for automotive production,
aftermarket, and service Indus-
try.
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If you are asked which are the largest countries
of the world, then your answer will be Russia or
China. But very few people know about the small-
est countries of the world. Do you know which is
the smallest country in the world? Vatican City is
recognized as the smallest country in the world, its
area is less than one square kilometer and the pop-
ulation is also less than 1000. Here is the list of top
10 Smallest Countries in the World in 2022 by Area.
10. Malta - 316 km2 (122 sq mi)

Malta is a small southern European island country
made up of an archipelago in the Mediterranean
Sea. It is located 80 km south of Italy, 284 km east
of Tunisia and 333 km north of Libya. With a pop-
ulation of about 443,300 over an area of 316 km
(122 sq mi), Malta is the tenth smallest country in
the world by area and the fourth most densely pop-
ulated sovereign country.

09. Maldives — 300 km2 (120 sq mi)

Maldives is a small archipelago country in the In-
dian subcontinent of Asia, located in the Indian
Ocean. It is located in the south-west of Sri Lanka
and India, about 750 km from the mainland of the
Asian continent.

Additionally, Maldives is one of the top 10 small-
est countries in the world in 2022 by area, which is
also the smallest Asian country. Also, as one of the
smallest Muslim countries by land area and with
approximately 557,751 inhabitants, it is the second
least populous country in Asia.

08. Saint Kitts and Nevis — 261 km2 (101 sq mi)
Saint Kitts and Nevis is a country located in the
eastern Caribbean Sea, consisting of two islands,
St. Kitts and Nevis. It is eight smallest country
in the world by 2022 with an area of 261 square
kilometres. Thus, tourism is a major driver of the

Iran into Asian
U18 Volleyhall
Championship
semis

Iran defeated Thailand 3-1 (24-26,
25-13, 25-19, 25-15) in the prelim-
inary round of the 14th Asian Men’s
U18 Volleyball Championship at the
Iran’s Volleyball Federation Hall on
Saturday. Iran’s Mohammadreza
Alejalil topscored the match with 24
points and Samphan Leklai earned
11 points for Thailand.

Iran secured their place in the next
year’s FIVB Volleyball Boys’ U19
World ~ Championship.

Earlier in the day, Japan, South Korea
and India had booked their place in
the semifinals.

Iran are scheduled to meet India on
Sunday, while Japan play South Ko-

country’s economy. It is the only sovereign union
in the Caribbean.

Additionally, the population of Saint Kitts and Nevis
is approximately 53,199 (estimated July 2021) and
has remained relatively stable for many years.

07. Marshall Islands — 181 km2 (70 sq mi)

The 7th smallest country in the world is the island
nation of the Marshall Islands, located in the Mi-
cronesia region of the Pacific Ocean. The country’s
population of 59,190 people is spread over five

islands and 29 coral atolls, which include 1,156
isolated islands and islets. The capital and largest
city is Majuro.

06. Liechtenstein — 160 km2 (62 sq mi)
Liechtenstein is a small German-speaking country
located in the Alps between Austria and Switzer-
land. It is a constitutional monarchy headed by the
Prince of Liechtenstein. 38,128 people live in the
country. Liechtenstein has a total land area of about
62 square miles (160 sq km). It ranks 6th among

By:
the top 10 smallest countries in the world by area.

05. San Marino - 61 km2 (24 sq mi)

San Marino is the fifth smallest country in the world
in 2022, with an area 61 square kilometres (24 sq
mi). It is a small country (and a European micro-
state) in southern Europe surrounded by Italy.
Located in the northeastern side of the Apennine
Mountains, San Marino covers a land area of over
61 square kilometers. It has the fifth lowest popula-
tion of 33,931 people.

04. Tuvalu - 26 km2 (10 sq mi)

The fourth smallest country in the world is a re-
mote island nation in the South Pacific known as
Tuvalu. Its islands are located between Hawaii and
Australia. Tuvalu is made up of three reef islands
and six atolls.

03. Nauru - 21 km2 (8.1 sq mi)

Nauru is a small island country and microstate in
Oceania in the central Pacific. It ranks third among
the top 10 smallest countries in the world.

02. Monaco — 2.02 km2 (0.78 sq mi)

It is bordered by France to the north, east and west.
Monaco has an area of just 2.02 square kilometers
(0.78 sq mi) which makes it the second smallest
country in the world.

Additionally, Monaco is widely recognized for being
one of the most expensive and wealthiest places in
the world. Its official language is French.

01. Vatican City (Holy See) — 0.49 km2 (0.19 sq
mi)

The Holy See (Vatican City), the headquarters of the
Roman Catholic Church, is the smallest country in
the world in 2022. Its total area is 0.49 square kilo-
meters (0.19 sq mi). Also, it is the least populated
country in the world with a population of just 801
people. Most of whom are priests and nuns from
different parts of the world.

Head of Iran’s Importers Group and
Representatives of Foreign Companies
(Import Association) Alireza Managhe-
bi said on Saturday that stable regu-
lations and infrastructure should be
prepared to be able to successfully use
cryptocurrencies for imports, Tasnim
news agency reported. Stating that the

use of cryptocurrencies for imports
can be useful if the right structure is
created and used, Managhebi said:
“Our concern is that this new trend
could lead to the creation of rent for a
certain group.” “The question is, has
the government developed consistent
regulations for the cryptocurrency

‘Stable regulations must be prepared to use cryptocurrencies for imports’

uses so that they will not change within
two months and the businessmen ac-
tive in this field will not be harmed?”
he said.

Mentioning the beginning of the official
use of cryptocurrencies for imports as
of late September, the official said the
claim that this measure would imme-

diately end the dollar dominance in the
Iranian market is not very accurate be-
cause the dollar has its own place and
cryptocurrencies also have their own
place in the market. “It is necessary to
train people for using this new technol-
ogy in the country and have stable laws
in this regard,” the official added.

¥
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Head of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCI-
MA) has said supporting the agricultural
sector would lead to the preservation of
the country’s water and soil resources,
the ICCIMA portal reported on Saturday.
Referring to the numerous challenges
that the country is facing regarding wa-
ter and soil resources, Gholam-Hossein
Shafeie said: “Providing bank facilities
to support the agricultural sector will
be effective in controlling such crises;
so, the share of this sector from the
country’s banking facilities should be
improved.”

“The agricultural sector needs support
more than ever. The food security of the
society is dependent on this sector, and
more attention should be paid in this
regard,” he added.

cultural sector
6o help water, soil
preservation: IC-

The official noted that currently, the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI) Money and
Credit Council has proposed to allocate
15 percent of the country’s banking fa-
cilities to the agricultural sector, which
is not enough and the proposal should
be amended considering the needs of
this area.

Expressing regret over the allocated
share for the agriculture sector, Shafeie
stated: “There is no bigger and more
complex issue than water for the future
of the country, and determining a 15
percent share of bank facilities for the
agricultural sector is disastrous.”

“The capacities of this sector should
be developed enough to minimize the
wastage of water resources in the ag-
ricultural sector and move this sector
towards efficiency and optimization,”

')

he added.

Over the past few years, Iranian Agricul-
ture Ministry has been allocating a sep-
arate credit line for the mechanization of
the agriculture sector every year.

Back in April, the head of Iran’s Agri-

cultural Mechanization Development
Center said some 50 trillion rials (over
$178.1 million) is going to be allocat-
ed for the mechanization of the coun-
try’s agricultural sectors in the current
Iranian calendar year 1401 (started on
March 21).

According to Kambiz Abbasi, if the
mentioned funding is provided the Ag-
ricultural Mechanization Development
Center will be able to increase the total
amount of facilities provided to farmers
for the purchase of agricultural machin-
ery by 25 percent.

Former Head of Iran’s Water and Pow-
er Resources Development Company
Mohammadreza Rezazadeh has said
the country is currently over 95 percent
self-sufficient in dam construction.

“We are now more than 95 percent
self-sufficient in the design and con-
struction of dams in Iran, and we only
import some parts and equipment for
hydropower plants,” Rezazadeh told
IRIB on Saturday. According to the
official, dam construction is as impor-
tant as other strategic knowledges like
nuclear energy, nano, stem cells and
military equipment. Mentioning the
country’s current water shortage prob-
lems, Rezazadeh said: “In the country’s
water sector, it is necessary to move
towards the use of a diverse resources
basket, such as the use of sewage, de-
salination of seawater, use of deep wa-
ter, etc.” “For example, the Persian Gulf
coastal countries currently desalinize
and use about 27 million cubic meters
of seawater on a daily basis and have
a plan to increase the figure up to 32
million cubic meters, but our country,
having vast beaches in the Persian Gulf
and the Sea of Oman, only desalinizes
about 600,000 cubic meters of water,”
he said. Regarding the reason for the

[ran 99% sel-sufficient
| In dam construction; expert

ending of dam construction in ad-
vanced countries and its continuation
in Iran, he said: “They started building
dams 70-80 years earlier than us and
built dams in all suitable geographical
positions, but despite the great num-
ber of dams in our country, we still
need to build dams in some regions.”
“From 1900 to 1909, 545 dams were
inaugurated in the world, and the
figure reached 7,511 in the 70s,” he
added.

About 32 percent of the world’s dams
are located in North America, 30 per-
cent in Asia, 19 percent in Europe,
five percent in Africa, three percent
in South America, and two percent
in Australia, according to the official.
Iran’s total dam reservoirs currently
stand at 50.5 hillion cubic meters, ac-
cording to the Energy Ministry data.
Out of a total of 183 currently opera-
tional dams across Iran, 52 are related
to the Caspian Sea catchment area, 12
are based in the Urmia basin, 68 dams
are located in the Persian Gulf and the
Gulf of Oman watersheds, 34 dams are
in the Central Plateau, 11 dams are in
Sarakhs catchment basin, and another
six dams are located across the east-
ern boundary basin (Hamoun).
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