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The southern province of “glneerlng s Il Ies s ﬂr e homegrown Si-

Bushehr is one of the main im-
portant centers of the Persian
civilization.

Siraf Port is located in Bushehr
Province along the Persian Gulf
coast. It was highly prospered
during Sassanid Period (224-
651 CE) as the center of mari-
time commerce because it was
the connecting port of Iran and
the world.

The old house of David White-
house, a British man who was
the head of Siraf Port’s De-
partment of Archeology in the
1960s, is now a museum fea-
turing a large number of valua-
ble archeological findings.

Zagros Petrochemi-
cal Fully Productive

Zagros Petrochemical Com-
pany, after emergency repairs
of the second unit of this large
methanol complex, was put into
production with a daily produc-
tion of 10,000 tons of methanol
that is 100% of its capacity.
According to Zagros Petro-
chemical Company, the plant is
one of the leading companies
in production of methanol in
the world and has always tried
to produce a quality product in
accordance with international
standards.
In order to maintain continu-
ous production and optimize
production capacity, the emer-
gency repair operation of the
second unit synthesis reactor of
Zagros Petrochemical Complex
was completed in 19 days.

Paykan Advance to
Asian Club Volley-
ball Championship
Semifinals

Paykan of Iran will play Kazakh-
stan’s Taraz in the semifinals of
the 2022 Asian Men’s Club Vol-
leyball Championship. Paykan
eased past Iraq’s Erbil Sport
Club in straight sets (25-13, 25-
19, 25-14) in the quarter-finals
round in Tehran’s Azadi Hall.
Paykan had already defeated
Irag’s South Gas, Thailand’s
Nakhon Ratchasima QminC and
Suntory Sunbirds from Japan
in the group stage. The one-
week championship features
eight teams to vie for top honor
and the lone berth on offer to
represent Asia in the 2022 FIVB
Volleyball Men’s Club World
Championship.

Intelligence  min-
ister: Two French
citizens were not
tourists

Iran’s Intelligence  Minister
Seyyed Esmaeil Khatib says
the two French citizens who
have been detained were
conspiring against lran, re-
futing claims that they were
tourists.

Referring to the media hype
following the implementation
of an economic reform plan for
a fair distribution of subsidies,
Khatib said on Wednesday,
“The enemies used the media
to create unrest and under-
mine the country’s security.
The timely actions of the intel-
ligence and security services
and the coordination of the Ju-
diciary, their conspiracies were
thwarted, but creating unrest
and threatening the security of
the country is still part of the
enemy’s combined war plans.”

lor Lavan Petro-refmery construction

Engineering studies have been
started for the construction of
150,000 barrel-capacity Lavan
Petro-refinery, the managing
director of Lavan Oil Refining
Company (LORC) announced.
Elaborating on the latest status
of constructing the mentioned
petro-refinery, Mohammad-Ali
Akhbari said the engineering
studies have been started by
National Iranian Qil Engineer-
ing and Construction Company
(NIOEC) and through negotiat-
ing with the banks for supply-
ing required financial resourc-
es for the project.

He called for the help of Oil
Ministry and National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC) in terms
of land allocation, and said
that some permits have been
received, and  preliminary
measures have been taken in
the field of providing technical
knowledge for the construc-

announced.

xport from Qom province rose 92
percent in the past Iranian calendar
year 1400(ended on March 20), from
its previous year, a provincial official

Mojtaba Farhadi, the head of Foreign
Trade Office of the province’s Indus-
try, Mining and Trade Department,
said that commodities worth $283
million were exported from the prov-

tion of the petro-refinery and
holding the tenders is being

pursued.
Lavan was one of the first re-
fining companies initiating

construction of petro-refinery
with the aim of completing the
value chain, stable job creation,
diversifying the refined prod-
ucts and petrochemicals in the
country, the managing director
further underlined.

Located in southern Iran in the
Persian Gulf waters, Lavan is a
small island that has now be-
come a major point of focus
for the country’s oil and gas
industry.

Having an area of 78 square
kilometers, the island is one
of the four major terminals for
the export of crude oil in Iran
alongside Kharg island. The
island also sits on top of the
Lavan gas field, which contains
over 9.5 trillion cubic feet of

gas.
The development of the Lavan
gas field, which was discov-
ered in 2003, started in 2008 in
the form of four projects with
some $461 million of invest-
ment.

Although the island’s gas field
discovery is relatively new, the
industrial development of the
island dates back to the late-
1950s.

Lavan Oil Refining Company
(LORC) was founded in 1951
under the name Lavan Dis-
tillery Complex. Having a pro-
cessing capacity of 20,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd) of crude oil,
the refinery was a subsidiary of
Shiraz Refinery at the time.
After the Islamic Revolution
and with regard to the strategic
situation and existing potential,
the plans for the development
and improvement of the refin-
ery were put in place.

The importance of Lavan Refin-
ery became more evident after
the imposed war during which
the damage to a number of re-
fineries in the country, includ-
ing Abadan Refinery, increased
the demand for products like
gas oil and gasoline signifi-
cantly and this refinery became
one of the major suppliers of
the mentioned products to the
country.

Lavan Refinery Complex was
formed at this time with the
aim of producing more quality
products.

Currently, the refinery process-
es 35,000 barrels of crude that
are transferred to the island
through a 12-inch pipeline
from the Lavan offshore com-
pany’s tanks and it also re-
fines 20,000 barrels of South
Pars gas condensate which is
shipped to the island.

Despite the significant devel-
opment of the island’s facilities
since the industrial develop-
ment of the island began in the
1950s, the National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC)’s develop-
ment outlook for the island has
not been achieved yet.

Over the past few years, the
NIOC has been following a
new strategy for establishing
new petro-refinery complexes
across the country and Lavan
Island is the home to one of the
mentioned complexes.

In late January, the manag-
ing director of Lavan Refinery
announced the construction
of a 150,000-barrel petro-re-
finery next to Lavan Refinery
and noted that plans were also
underway for increasing the
refinery’s gasoline production
capacity by one million liters
per day.

Akhbari said the project to build
the mentioned petro-refinery is
in line with the oil industry’s
approach for developing pet-
ro-refinery complexes across
the country.

He said that major sharehold-

Annual export from (om province mcreases 2%

ince in the past year.

He named metal products, rubber
and plastic items, and foodstuffs as
the main items exported from the
province in the past year.

As previously announced by the head
of Islamic Republic of Iran’s Customs
Administration (IRICA), the value of
Iran’s non-oil trade rose 38 percent in
the past Iranian calendar year 1400,

as compared to its previous year.

Alireza Mogadasi put the coun-
try’s non-oil trade at 162 million
tons worth $100 billion in the

past year.

He said that Iran exported 122 million
tons of non-oil products worth $48
billion in the previous year, which
was $14 billion (41 percent) more
than the figure for its preceding year.

The country’s non-oil trade record in
1400 was reached while the tough-
est sanctions were imposed on Iran,
but thanks to God and the efforts of
entrepreneurs, producers and the
cooperation of foreign trade-related
organizations, a historical record was
achieved in the past year which was
unprecedented in recent decades, the
official underlined.

ers have welcomed the invest-
ment in the new petro-refinery
project, negotiations have been
held with the private sector,
and a working group has been
set up to expedite and facilitate
the implementation of this pro-
ject, which will be completed
with continuous follow-up.
Akhbari earlier said that the
refinery has used over 25,000
domestically-made equipment
items in recent years which
has saved the company over
8.98 trillion rials (about $31.5
million).

According to the official, in
recent years, Lavan Qil Refin-
ing Company has been able
to benefit from the capacities
of domestic knowledge-based
companies and producers by
forming a domestic manufac-
turing committee in the com-
pany.

“Domestic  producers have
managed to produce over
2,200 commodity groups in-
cluding about 25,000 different
items for the first time at the
request of Lavan Qil Refining
Company,” Akhbari said.

He further announced that
the refinery achieved the best
performance in terms of prof-
itability among the country’s
refining companies in the first
six months of the past Iranian
calendar year (March 21-Sep-
tember 22, 2021).

Based on comparative statis-
tics for the mentioned first six
months, the company’s profits
increased 225 percent com-
pared to the same period of
the preceding year, the official
noted.

Akhbari also mentioned the so-
cial responsibilities of his com-
pany and said LORC has taken
many steps in this regard so
far, including the construction
of new wharves, reconstruc-
tion of schools, reconstruction
of asphalt of roads, and estab-
lishing medical clinics on the
island.

Modern irrigation systems established m 2.6m hectares of farmlands

The project manager of the Agriculture Ministry’s
smart irrigation systems development program
has said so far 2.6 million hectares of the country’s
farmlands have been equipped with modern irriga-
tion systems, IRIB reported.

Fariborz Abbasi said completing semi-finished ag-
riculture projects is the priority of his ministry in
the current Iranian calendar year (started on March
21) and expanding the modern irrigation network
across the country is of significant importance in

this regard.

The deputy agriculture minister noted that the pro-
ject for implementing irrigation networks in the
west and northwest of the country is about 70 per-
cent completed and the ministry is pursuing to get
the necessary funding for the remaining 30 percent.
The official expressed hope that considering the
budget allocation for the provinces at the beginning
of the current Iranian year, the ministry would be
able to develop the project in terms of both quantity

and quality.

The purpose of implementing the plan of modern

irrigation systems is to increase the productivity
and sustainability of water and soil resources in the
country to ensure the sustainable production of ag-
ricultural products.
Over the past three years, each year, an average of
150,000 hectares of farmlands have been equipped
with modern irrigation systems, and we have wit-
nessed a 300 percent jump.
The Agriculture Ministry is also taking the neces-
sary measures for supporting the domestic manu-
facturing of equipment used in these systems.

Back in September 2021, Abbasi had said that 95
percent of the equipment used in such systems is
manufactured inside the country.
The official said the ministry has comprehensive
plans for indigenizing the knowledge for the pro-
duction of the other five percent as well.
He pointed to the filters and drippers in modern ir-
rigation systems as the equipment whose domestic
production is on the agenda and predicted: “In a
two- or three-year plan, part of the imported equip-
ment and supplies will be produced by domestic

manufacturers.”

Abbasi mentioned the quality improvement of mod-
ern irrigation systems as one of the main strategies

of the Agriculture Ministry and said: “We believe

that along with the quantitative development of new
irrigation systems, quality improvement should
also take place to improve productivity and ensure

food security by increasing water efficiency in the

best possible way.”

He further underlined educating farmers, officials,
and managers of companies active in the field of
production and implementation of new irrigation
systems as one of the programs that his ministry is

pursuing in order to improve the quality and optimal

use of these systems.
Referring to the activity of 2,400 private companies

in the development of new irrigation systems in the

firms.”

agricultural sector, Abbasi said: “The private sector
in this field includes 350 consulting companies,
1,600 contractors, 400 manufacturers and sup-
pliers of equipment, and a number of monitoring

morgh light
transport aircraft

Iran unveiled a light trans-
port aircraft, designed and
developed by experts at the
country’s Aircraft Manufac-
turing Industrial Company
(HESA).

Named ‘Simorgh’ — a be-
nevolent bird in Persian
mythology and literature —
the aircraft was showcased
during a ceremony in the
central Iranian city of Isfa-
han in the presence of Iran’s
Defense Minister Brigadier
General Mohammad Reza
Ashtiani, Vice President for
Science and Technology
Sorena Sattari, President of
the Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion Ali Abedzadeh and oth-
er senior officials.

Iran launches
320MW  power
plant on Qeshm
Island

Iran launched a major pow-
er plant in its largest island
in the Persian Gulf amid ef-
forts to boost investment in
the region.

The 320-megawatt (MW)
power plant in the island
of Qeshm was opened on
Thursday by Iranian Presi-
dent Seyyed Ebrahim Raei-
si, who used a videocon-
ference from his office in
Tehran to launch the facility,
Press TV reported.

The gas-fired power plant is
part of Qeshm’s Pasargad
electricity station, a system
that works on combined
cycle basis, a system where
the exhaust heat from the
turbines is used to raise
steam.

Local authorities said pri-
vate companies had pro-
vided the 95 million euros
($100.7 million) needed to
finish the power plant over
the 18 months to early April.

Iran Defeated
U.S.: Americans
Thankful It Was a
Simulation

Iran did the unthinkable
in a 2002 wargame, on-
line international affairs
website  19FortyFive, a
bipartisan U.S. defense,
national security, and mil-
itary-focused  publication,
has reported.

In 2002, the Pentagon con-
vened a fictitious wargame
to test a future enemy
equipped with advanced
technology and tactics.
Dubbed the Millennium
Challenge, the congression-
ally-mandated exercise pit-
ted the “blue” U.S. team up
against the “red” Iran-like
Middle Eastern team, set in
a timeframe five years in the
future. The warfare practice
involved both live exercises
and computer simulations,
which cost approximately
$250 million. The games
grew to encompass 13,500
service members participat-
ing from 17 different simu-
lation locations across sev-
eral training sites. Within a
matter of days the red team
sunk 19 blue team’s ships
and rendered its carrier bat-
tle group ineffective.



‘JMM

INTERNATIONAL

Sunday, May 22, 2022 - No: 1059

ISFAHAN NEWS

Iran, Azerbaijan
stress expansion
of energy ties

Azerbaijan’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Eco-
nomic Development Shahin
Mustafayev has visited Iran
on top of a delegation to hold
talks with the Islamic Repub-
lic’s energy officials and dis-
cuss expansion of ties.
During his stay in Tehran,
Mustafayev met with Iranian
Oil Minister Javad Oji as well
as Energy Minister Ali-Akbar
Mehrabian and discussed ar-
eas for cooperation in a vari-
ety of sectors.

After the meeting with the
Azeri delegation on Thurs-
day, Oji told the press that
Iran and Azerbaijan are going
to expand their cooperation
in various energy sectors,
Shana reported.

Tehran, Doha to
facilitate tourism
during World Cup

The Iranian Cultural Herit-
age, Tourism, and Handi-
crafts Minister Ezzatollah
Zarghami and Qatar’s Min-
ister of Culture and Sports
Abdulrahman bin Hamad bin
Jassim bin Hamad Al-Thani
met in Tehran on Wednes-
day, exchanging views on
how to facilitate tourism dur-
ing World Cup.

The two countries discussed
ways to further deepen tour-
ism, cultural heritage, and
handicrafts ties by taking ad-
vantage of the World Cup op-
portunity in Qatar, Mehr re-
ported on Friday. Zarghami
suggested setting up a
committee to plan and co-
ordinate ideas and to make
the most of the World Cup’s
capacity.

Alireza Faghani
appointed to of-
ficiate at 2022
World Cup

Iranian international referee
Alireza Faghani has been
appointed to officiate at the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
Iranian duo Mohammadreza
Abolfazli and  Moham-
madreza Mansouri  have
been chosen as assistants
in the competition.

The FIFA Referees Commit-
tee announced the lists with
the names of the selected
match officials for the FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022.

A total of 36 referees, 69 as-
sistant referees and 24 vid-
eo match officials (VMOs)
have been chosen in close
cooperation with the six
confederations, based on
their quality and the per-
formances delivered at FIFA
tournaments as well as at
other international and do-
mestic competitions in re-
cent years.

For the first time in the his-
tory of the FIFA World Cup,
the FIFA Referees Commit-
tee has also appointed three
women’s referees and three
women’s assistant referees.
Stéphanie Frappart from
France, Salima Mukansanga
from Rwanda and Yoshi-
mi Yamashita from Japan,
as well as assistant ref-
erees Neuza Back from
Brazil, Karen Diaz Medina
from Mexico and Kathryn
Nesbitt from the U.S. will
work in Qatar.
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§ Iran win
= CAFAU16
~  Champion-

Iran claimed the title of the 2022 CAFA
U16 Championship on Friday.

The five-nation competition was held
in Dushanbe, Tajikistan in an eight-day
round-robin  tournament.

The competition also served as crucial
preparation for October’s AFC U17 Asian
Cup 2023 Qualifiers.

Iran and Uzbekistan earned 10 points

from four matches but Hossein Abdi’'s
boys won the fitle thanks to a superior
goal difference. Iran and Uzbekistan
shared a spoil in a 2-2 draw in the open-
ing match. Iran earned three successive
win over Afghanistan (1-0), Kyrgyzstan
(2-0) and Tajikistan (7-0) and won the
title. Iran’s Reza Ghandipour was also
named the campaign’s MVP.

Source: https:/www.healthline.com/health/depression/benefits-sunlight

By: PARISA JAMADI

Sunlight and serotonin

We're used to hearing about how too
much of the sun’s warm rays can
be harmful to your skin. But did you
know the right balance can have lots of
mood-lifting benefits?

Sunlight and darkness trigger the re-
lease of hormones in your brain. Expo-
sure to sunlight is thought to increase
the brain’s release of a hormone called
serotonin. Serotonin is associated with
boosting mood and helping a person
feel calm and focused. At night, darker
lighting triggers the brain to make an-
other hormone called melatonin. This
hormone is responsible for helping you
sleep.

Without enough sun exposure, your
serotonin levels can dip. Low levels of
serotonin are associated with a higher
risk of major depression with seasonal
pattern. This is a form of depression

triggered by the changing seasons.

A mood boost isn’t the only reason to
get increased amounts of sunlight.
There are several health benefits asso-
ciated with catching moderate amounts
of rays.

Sunlight and mental health
Decreased sun exposure has been
associated with a drop in your sero-
tonin levels, which can lead to major
depression with seasonal pattern.
The light-induced effects of serotonin
are triggered by sunlight that goes in
through the eye. Sunlight cues special
areas in the retina, which triggers the
release of serotonin. So, you’re more
likely to experience this type of depres-
sion in the winter time, when the days
are shorter.

Due to this connection, one of the main
treatments for depression with seasonal
pattern is light therapy, also known as

phototherapy. You can get a light thera-
py box to have at home. The light from
the box mimics natural sunlight that
stimulates the brain to make serotonin
and reduces excess melatonin.
Exposure to sunlight can also benefit
those with:

e other types of major depression

e premenstrual dysphoric disorder
(PMDD)

* pregnant people with depression
Anxiety-related disorders and panic at-
tacks have also been linked with chang-
ing seasons and reduced sunlight.
Additional sunlight benefits

The sun’s benefits go beyond fighting
stress. The following are some of the
other reasons to catch some rays:
Building strong bones

Exposure to the ultraviolet-B radiation in
the sun’s rays causes a person’s skin to
create vitamin D.

The vitamin D made thanks to the sun
plays a big role in bone health. Low vita-
min D levels have been linked to rickets
in children and bone-wasting diseases
like osteoporosis and osteomalacia.
Cancer prevention

Although excess sunlight can contrib-
ute to skin cancers, a moderate amount
of sunlight actually has preventive ben-
efits when it comes to cancer.
According to researchers, those who
live in areas with fewer daylight hours
are more likely to have some specific
cancers than those who live where
there’s more sun during the day. These
cancers include:

e colon cancer

* Hodgkin’s lymphoma

* Qvarian cancer

* pancreatic cancer

* prostate cancer

Healing skin conditions

According to the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO)Trusted Source, sun expo-
sure might help treat several skin condi-
tions, too. Doctors have recommended
UV radiation exposure to treat:

° psoriasis

* eczema

e jaundice

e acne

While light therapy isn’t for everyone, a
dermatologist can recommend whether
light treatments will benefit your specif-
ic skin concerns.

Additional conditions

Research studies have revealed prelim-
inary links between sunlight as a poten-
tial treatment for several other condi-
tions. These include:

* rheumatoid arthritis (RA)

* systemic lupus erythematosus

e inflammatory bowel disease

« thyroiditis

Private sector says proper pricing system is requed formajr gods

The 16th meeting of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA) Business Environment
Development Committee was held on Thursday, in which the at-
tendees stressed the need for a proper pricing system for major

commodity items.

In this meeting, the members of the mentioned committee un-
derlined the need for adjusting the price of goods whose final
production costs have increased due to the increase in the price
of raw materials and input, the TCCIMA portal reported.

The meeting concluded that a proper pricing system must be

Azerbaijan’s Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Economic Development Sha-
hin Mustafayev has visited Iran on top of
a delegation to hold talks with the Islamic
Republic’s energy officials and discuss
expansion of ties.

During his stay in Tehran, Mustafayev
met with Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji as
well as Energy Minister Ali-Akbar Mehra-
bian and discussed areas for cooperation
in a variety of sectors.

After the meeting with the Azeri delega-
tion on Thursday, Oji told the press that
Iran and Azerbaijan are going to expand
their cooperation in various energy sec-
tors, Shana reported.

Later on, Mehrabian also stated that the
two countries have discussed major joint
electricity projects like synchronizing
power grids and co-constructing power
plants.

We discussed key issues for removing
existing obstacles and expanding the
relations between Iran and Azerbaijan in
various fields including the joint develop-
ment of hydropower plants, the Energy
Ministry’s new portal Paven quoted Meh-
rabian as saying on Friday.

“We also discussed the project for syn-
chronization of electricity networks of
Iran, Russia and Azerbaijan and the two
sides called for the removal of obstacles
and implement the project as soon as
possible,” the Iranian minster added.
Iran and Azerbaijan have been taking se-
rious measures for the expansion of eco-
nomic ties over the past few years.
Mustafayev had also visited Tehran back
in November 2021, when he met with
senior Iranian officials including Oji to
seek expansion of energy ties.

Speaking to the press after the meeting,
0ji said positive talks were held and con-
structive agreements were reached be-
tween the two sides.

According to the oil minister, the two
sides had agreed to cooperate in swap-
ping gas from other countries in the re-
gion including Turkmenistan to Azerbai-
jan.

The development of oil and gas fields in
the Caspian Sea was another subject dis-
cussed during the meeting with the Azer-
baijani delegation, and according to Qji,
initial talks were held in this regard and
expert delegations of the two countries

used to modify the prices of the mentioned items so that the pro-
ducer won’t face any dilemma in setting the prices themselves
and following up on the prices in the market.
Speaking in this meeting, Mohammadreza Najafi-Manesh, the
head of the committee, referred to the government’s measures to
eliminate subsidized pricing, and said: “There should be a mech-
anism and structure for pricing major commodities, so that when
the price of inputs and raw materials changes, the final com-
modity prices also change systematically; so, the manufacturers
won’t have to worry about pursuing price adjustments.”

were continuing the negotiations.

He expressed hope that in the near future,
good agreements would be signed with
Azerbaijan in the field of oil, gas, and de-
velopment of Caspian oil and gas fields.
Mustafayev for his part told the media
that the Republic of Azerbaijan and Iran
are friendly and neighboring countries
and there is a historical connection be-
tween the people of the two countries.
He said that there is successful cooper-
ation between Iran and Azerbaijan in all
areas, especially energy, adding: “Coop-
eration between Iran and Azerbaijan in the
oil and gas sector has been fruitful.”
“During the meeting with the Iranian Qil
minister, the ways of expanding cooper-
ation between the two countries in the
energy sector were discussed,” he said,
adding: “We discussed a number of new
projects in the energy sector and | believe
new documents will be signed in the near
future.”

Mustafayev pointed to the presence of
a group of Azerbaijani experts in his ac-
companying delegation and said: “This
group is going to continue the talks be-
tween the two sides in detail.”

The secretary of Iran’s Free Zones High
Council said that the necessary licens-
es for establishing an offshore bank
in the country’s free zones have been
obtained from the Central Bank of Iran
(GBI) and international exchange will
also be established in these zones, IRIB
reported on Friday.

Speaking to the national TV, Saeed
Mohammad noted that the secretariat
of Iran’s Free Zones High Council has
managed to obtain the license for es-
tablishing the offshore bank from the
CBI, adding that “The rules of admin-
istration for the mentioned bank are
under the supervision of the central
bank and we are looking for qualified
shareholders for the bank.”

An offshore bank is a bank that is not
affiliated with the CBI but is supervised
by the bank; so, given its independence
the shareholders can be foreigners and
international entities, the official added.
Regarding the international exchange,
Mohammad stated that good meetings
have been held with the Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEQ) and the
two sides have reached an initial agree-

ment.

Foreigners are interested in entering the
Iranian stock market, and this encour-
ages the companies that operate on the
mainland today to upgrade themselves
and provide good reports if they want
to offer their shares on the international
stock exchange, Mohammad said.

The official further mentioned the es-
tablishment of knowledge-based com-
panies in the country’s free and special
zones, saying: “We have also set up
a large number of knowledge-based
companies and innovation and technol-
ogy centers in the country’s free zones
(about 446 units).”

Given the slogan of the year which is
knowledge-based production and job
creation, the activities that take place
in the free zones should be within this
framework, he added.

He put the total exports from the coun-
try’s free and special zones in the pre-
vious Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 20) at $15.7 billion, noting that
about $4.7 billion worth of goods were
also imported through the mentioned
Zones.
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