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Japan seeking to use
IRCS volunteer expe-

riences
Otohiko Hori, Executive Director
General for Operations Sector of the
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Japanese Red Cross Society (JRCS)
is seeking to use successful expe-
riences of the Iranian Red Crescent
Society (IRCS) in volunteer services.
He made the remarks in a meeting
with the head of the IRCS Volunteers
Organization, Vahid Salimi, in Tehran
on Tuesday, ISNA reported.

Praising the plans of the IRCS Volun-
teers Organization to attract and keep
volunteers active by using modern
technologies and defining humani-
tarian programs, Hori said that with
strategic cooperation, these success-
ful experiences can be transferred to
Japan.

Referring to the diversity of volun-
tary services and the high motivation
of Iranian volunteers to participate
in various charitable programs, he
announced that after this meeting,
he will create a new mechanism for
implementing joint volunteering pro-
jects with the Iranian Red Crescent
Society.

Some 1.1 million volunteers in 47
provinces of Japan are providing
humanitarian services, he said, add-
ing that the focus of the Red Cross
services is voluntary services, which
started with a blood donation to the
provision of services to the elderly,
given that the aging population in
Japan has a profound effect on the
number of volunteers.

The programs of the IRCS Volunteer
Organization to attract and keep vol-
unteers active by using modern tech-
nologies and defining humanitarian
programs are very inspiring, and with
strategic cooperation, these success-
ful experiences can be transferred to
Japan.

Salimi for his part said that the activ-
ity of 700,000 volunteers is trying to
fulfill the slogan of this organization
which is the link between the ability of
the able and the needs of the needy.

Distribution of 150,000 food and
health packages, implementation of
1,500 volunteer projects in low-in-
come areas, provision of aid, med-
icine, and treatment to more than
93,000 needy patients, and the launch
of a water donation campaign with a
focus on tackling climate change, col-
lecting public donations to help flood
victims are due to the participation
and support of philanthropists and
volunteers, Salimi explained.

IRCS services

The IRCS, established in 1922, is one
of the first and oldest members of the
movement and is currently one of the
top five societies in the world due to
its significant activities in the national
and international arenas.

In 2005, the IRCS received the Hen-
ry Davison Award for outstanding
humanitarian services, and the IRCS
initiative of volunteers was selected
as the best project (out of 50 projects
from 45 national societies), by the
General Assembly of the Internation-
al Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies.

In addition to offering services to the
victims of natural disasters in the
country, it has taken numerous mis-
sions in international disasters and
incidents helping the people of Af-
ghanistan, Palestine, Iraq, Southeast
Asia earthquakes, Lebanon, Gaza,
Somalia, and Yemen.

In case of natural disasters or for
provision of medical services to
the deprived, it dispatches medical
teams, which consist of doctors, par-
amedics, nurses, social workers, and
health experts who are sent to pro-
vide free health care to disadvantaged
areas and villages identified and as-
sessed by other volunteer groups.

Moreover, the Iranian Red Crescent
Society provides medical services to
people in 13 Asian, African, and Latin
American countries.

Currently, some 14 medical facilities
are offering humanitarian, relief, and
health services to the deprived people
in 13 countries, including Azerbaijan,
Afghanistan, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Bolivia, Ivory Coast, Sierra Le-
one, Ghana, Congo, Kenya, Lebanon,
Mali, Niger, and Ecuador.

Export from Markazi province tripled

The value of export from Markazi
province, in the center of Iran,
has more than tripled in the first
month of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 21- April 20),
as compared to the same month
in the previous year, a provincial
official announced.

Esmaeil Hosseini, the direc-
tor-general of the province’s
customs department, said that
over 96,000 tons of commodi-
ties worth more than $70 million

were exported from the province
in the first month. The products
were exported to 51 countries,
among them Turkey, Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan and Bulgaria
were the major export destina-
tions, the official said. He also an-
nounced that about 8,000 tons of
products worth $39 million were
imported to the province in the
first month of the present year.

The products were imported
from 24 countries, among them
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the Unites Araba Emirates (UAE),
Turkey, and China were the main
sources of imports, he stated.
As previously announced by Ali
Jodaki, the acting head of the
province’s Industry, Mining and
Trade Department, the value of
export from Markazi province
rose 39 percent in the past Ira-
nian calendar year 1400 (ended
on March 20), from its preceding
year. He said that over 917,000
tons of non-o0il commodities

N r =

worth $1.109 billion were ex-
ported from the province in the
previous year. He named petro-
chemical products, aluminum
ingots, juices, chemicals, all
kinds of glass, casting products,
polyester fibers, rebar, flowers
and plants, heavy and light pol-
yethylene, and polypropylene as
the main products exported from
the province in the previous year,
and Irag, Afghanistan, Turkey,
Pakistan, and the United Arab

Emirates (UAE) as the major ex-
port destinations.

The official further announced
that 129,000 tons of products
worth $446 million were import-
ed into the province in the past
year.

He named alumina powder,
carbon anode, aluminum coil,
peanuts, juice raw materials,
aluminum ingots, steel pipes and
rebars, juice bags, and cotton as
the major imported items, and
China, Turkey, the UAE, India and
Germany as the main sources of
imports.

More than 2,800 production units
are active in Markazi province, of
which 250 units are also active
in the field of export. The deputy
head of Islamic Republic of Iran’s
Customs Administration (IRICA)
has announced that the value of
Iran’s export of non-oil products
has increased 25 percent in the
first month of the current year, as
compared to the same month of
the past year.

Foroud Asgari also said that the
country’s non-oil trade with other
countries registered a $875-mil-
lion positive balance in the first
month. Iran exported 7.324 mil-
lion tons of non-oil commodities
worth $3.699 billion in the said
month, with 10 percent drop in
weight as compared to the first
moth of the previous year, the
official stated.

Over 1,600 tnmates of mvoluntary crimes released im Ramadan

A total of 1,670 prisoners of uninten-
tional crimes have been released over
the holy month of Ramadan (started
on April 3 this year), according to the
head of the Blood Money Organization.
As an annual tradition, benefactors
come together in a ceremony to raise
funds for releasing prisoners of unin-
tentional crimes in the month of Ram-
adan.

Freeing prisoners of involuntary

Iraman produetmn

An exhibition of Iranian producers and industrialists’
achievements was held in Uzbekistan’s capital city
Tashkent during May 9-11, IRNA reported.

The opening ceremony of the exhibition was attended

crimes is done in three ways. The first
way is granting prisoners leave and the
second way is providing a number of
them with loans to be paid inside the
prison. The third way of assistance is
the release of unintentional convicts by
paying their debt.

Of the total released prisoners, 40
were female convicts and the rest were
male debtors who were incarcerated
due to inability to pay financial debts or

inability to pay dues (workshop acci-
dents and traffic accidents), Asadollah
Joulaei said.

Isfahan’s benefactors released the
highest number of inmates amount-
ing to 194 convicts, IRIB reported on
Tuesday.

Iranian benefactors donated a total of
2 trillion rials (nearly $8.5 million) to
pay the debt of the released prisoners,
he stated.

mdustry achievements exhibit held m Tashkent

‘ by officials from the two countrigs, including Iranian
L Ambassador to Tashkent Hamid Nayyerabadi, and
Chairman of Chamber of Commerce and Industry of
the Republic of Uzbekistan Davron Abdujalolovich
Vakhabov.Speaking at the ceremony, Nayyerabadi
mentioned the upward trend of the trade between
Iran and Uzbekistan and noted that the volume of
trade between the two countries increased by 97 per-
cent to $503 million in the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 20).He stressed that despite
significant growth, this figure is still not commensu-
rate with the two countries’ existing capacities, stat-
ing that the governments of Iran and Uzbekistan are
determined to increase the trade relations between
the two countries to one billion dollars in the short
term.According to the official, realization of the men-
tioned goal requires taking serious steps to facilitate
trade relations between the two sides.

“Various measures are underway in this regard, the
most important of which is the preparation and sign-
ing of the document on the expansion of bilateral
relations to be signed by the presidents of the two
countries back in September 2021 in Samarkand,”
he added.Nayyerabadi further underlined promot-
ing interactions between the private sectors of the
two countries as the next step in the development
of trade between Iran and Uzbekistan and continued:
“Holding the special exhibition of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran in Uzbekistan is a step towards this pur-
pose and is aimed at introducing Iran’s capabilities
and capacities.”Further in the ceremony, Vakhabov
for his part noted that Uzbek businessmen and trad-
ers have been waiting for this exhibition for a long
time, saying: “There are many opportunities in de-
veloping trade and economic relations between Iran
and Uzbekistan.”

Moreover, President Ebrahim Raisi,
Parliament Speaker Mohammad-Bager
Qalibaf, and Judiciary Chief Gho-
lam-Hossein Mohseni Ejei made a total
of 7 billion rials (nearly $26,000) in
contributions to free prisoners of unin-
tentional crimes, ISNA reported.
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyed Ali Khamenei also donat-
ed 10 billion rials (about $40,000) to
help free prisoners on April 9.

Yerevan hosts [7th Iran- Armema Jomt Economic Committee meetimg
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Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Akbar
Mehrabian, who traveled to Yerevan
to attend the 17th Iran-Armenia Joint
Economic Committee meeting, met
with Armenian Deputy Prime Minister

Mher Grigoryan on Tuesday evening.
During the mentioned gathering, the
officials discussed the preparations
for the Joint Economic Committee
meeting, the portal of the Iranian En-

ergy Ministry Paven reported.

In this meeting, which was attended
by a large number of deputy minis-
ters, senior officials, ambassadors,
and members of parliament of the two
countries, the main issues that play a
key role in the development of rela-
tions between the two countries were
discussed.

According to the officials, the purpose
of holding the 17th meeting of the
Iran-Armenia Joint Economic Com-
mittee is the real and tangible devel-
opment of relations between the two
countries.

Among the issues raised at the meet-
ing were transit, transportation, facili-
tation of trade, and broader coopera-
tion in the field of energy.

Following the Tuesday meeting, the
two countries’ 17th Joint Economic
Committee meeting officially kicked
off on Wednesday and four specialized

committees including energy, trade,
cultural heritage, tourism, and trans-
portation started their negotiations.
The first day of the two countries’
Joint Economic Committee meeting
was held at the secretariates level.
Iran and Armenia have been taking
serious measures to boost economic
ties in line with the two countries’ pos-
itive political relations.

In late April, Iranian Finance and Eco-
nomic Affairs Minister Ehsan Khan-
douzi headed a delegation on a visit to
Armenia to hold talks with the coun-
try’s senior officials with the aim of
expanding economic ties between the
two nations.

During the visit, Khandouzi met with
Armenia’s Deputy Prime Minister
Mher Herbert Grigoryan, the country’s
Economy Minister Vahan Kerobyan,
and Minister of Finance Tigran Kha-
chatryan.

ready to support Iran
improve refugee ser-
vices

The ambassadors of Germany
and Norway to Tehran have said
the two countries are ready to
support Iran in improving servic-
es to refugees.

The envoy made the remarks
during a visit to a refugee resort
in Torbat-e Jam in Khorasan
Razavi province, IRIB reported on
Wednesday.

In recent months, due to the con-
flicts in Afghanistan, Khorasan
has witnessed a significant inflow
of Afghan refugees, which has
increased the statistical popula-
tion of refugee camps and settle-
ments, and this has caused prob-
lems in the field of services, Ali
Ghasemi, the director for foreign
nationals and immigrants depart-
ment of Khorasan Razavi, said.
“We are trying to invite different
countries to provide more ser-
vices to the migrants living in the
camps and to be a good host, and
this will only be possible with the
cooperation and support of other
countries,” he said.

Germany’s Ambassador to Iran
Hans-Udo Muzel said that as a
friend of Iran, we consider it our
duty to assist the Government
in resolving the problems of the
Afghan people and the refugees
in Iran and to provide them with
various services and facilities.
Sigvald Tomin Hauge, Norwe-
gian Ambassador to Tehran, also
appreciated the efforts of the Is-
lamic Republic for providing and
providing facilities and services
to Afghan refugees, highlight-
ing that we intend to help the
government of Iran to solve the
problems of these loved ones.
World’s fourth-largest refugee
community

Iran is hosting the worlds
fourth-largest refugee commu-
nity. The country has generously
hosted approximately 1 million
refugees for the past 30 years.
The majority, which mainly came
from Afghanistan and lIraq, live
in urban areas. Approximately
31,000 of the most vulnerable
refugees are living in 20 settle-
ments located throughout the
country.

Based on the latest statistics,
over 3 million Afghans are living
in Iran - some 780,000 Afghan
refugees, over 2 million undoc-
umented Afghans, and another
600,000 Afghan passport-hold-
ers with Iranian visas.

The recent fast-paced turn of
events in Afghanistan has the
potential to create additional
population movements; displac-
ing families internally and poten-
tially driving them to seek refuge
in neighboring countries.

It is estimated that up to 300,000
Afghan asylum-seekers have
fled to Iran this year alone in
search of safety, while UNHCR
has only been able to screen
some 24,000 newly arrived Af-
ghans for protection needs.
However, in light of the pan-
demic, all refugees, even those
undocumented, benefited from
access to free primary health
services and free COVID-related
testing, treatment, and hospital-
ization, just like Iranian nationals.
The same happened for the vac-
cination when the country has
generously considered refugees
for vaccination against corona-
virus. In Iran, UNHCR is seeking
$16.2 million for its COVID-19
emergency, while requires an ad-
ditional $98.7 million to support
Iran in maintaining and sustain-
ing its commendable inclusive
refugee policies, under the um-
brella of the Solutions Strategy
for Afghan Refugees (SSAR).
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UNHCR lifts Level
2 emergency for
Afghan refugees in

Iran

The United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR) has lifted the Level 2
emergency for the Afghanistan
situation in Iran in April.
However, new arrivals to Iran
continue, increasing the need
for more support, according to
a UNHCR report published on
May 9.

Level 2 is activated when an op-
eration requires additional sup-
port and resources to respond
in a timely and effective manner.
The lifting, however, is not an
indication that the emergency is
entirely over; it means that UN-
HCR now has sufficient resourc-
es to respond to the post-emer-
gency situation.

According to evolving estimates
by the Government of Iran, ap-
proximately 500,000 Afghans
arrived in Iran in 2021. Some
37,042 Afghans who arrived
in Iran from 1 January 2021 to
30 April 2022 have approached
UNHCR requesting assistance
and protection. Afghan families
who were accommodated by the
Government of Iran in Fariman
are now being transferred to
the Torbat-e-Jam refugee settle-
ment. Over 200 families current-
ly reside in the settlement shel-
ters at Torbat-e-Jam and need
immediate  support.

According to the head of the
passport department of Afghan-
istan, the online registration
for passports started on 9 April
2022 in Kabul. It is reported that
the passport office in Kabul will
issue some 2,000 passports per
day and increase to 3,000 daily
passports after Ramadan.
UNHCR continues to rely on the
Government of Iran to share
figures on the total number of
Afghans who arrived in Iran
in 2021 and 2022. For now,
UNHCR is working with the
assumption that, of the approx-
imate 500,000 new arrivals in
2021, a large number have likely
been deported, others moved to
Iran for livelihoods or family rea-
sons, and have since returned
voluntarily to Afghanistan, and
a small number have moved
onwards towards Turkey. For
2022 planning purposes, it is es-
timated that 278,000 will remain
in Iran.

More global support needed

In January, Ivo Freijsen, the
UNHCR Representative in Iran,
said that international support
for Iran should be strengthened
given the presence of millions of
refugees in the country.

“We seek to obtain international
funding through various consul-
tations,” he noted, highlighting
that “we are aware of the hard-
ships and problems of Iran in
support of refugees despite the
oppressive sanctions.”
Despite the difficult path and the
lack of funds, we must maintain
our morale and motivation in
this humanitarian field, however,
the Islamic Republic has always
shown that it supports refugees
despite all the difficulties, he em-
phasized. He also announced the
formation of two working groups
on the resettlement of refugees
to third countries, as well as ef-
forts to identify and register new
refugees who do not have any
identity documents in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Iran.

“We strive to provide the nec-
essary assistance to the people
who do not have facilities and
those who do not have any iden-
tification certificates,” he added.
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TEDPIX gains
nearly 25,000
points on
Wednesday
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TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), rose 24,981 points to
1.564 million on Wednesday.

As reported, over 11.362 billion securities
worth 65.203 trillion rials (about $233.7
million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index rose 21,371
points, and the second market’s index
gained 40,526 points.

Head of Securities and Exchange Organi-
zation (SEQ) Majid Eshqi has said 25 new
major companies are ready to offer their
shares at the country’s stock exchange.
“Many initial public offerings (IPOs) are
going to be made in the near future, and
now about 25 companies are ready to en-
ter the market,” Eshqi told IRNA on April
24,

How Can Vitamin E 0|I lelp the Appearance and Health of My Face?

Source:

Vitamin E is a nutrient your body needs
to support your immune system and
help your cells to regenerate. It also
has antioxidant and anti-inflammatory
properties that make getting enough
essential to your everyday health.
Vitamin E is most commonly known
for its benefits for skin health and ap-
pearance. It can be applied topically to
your face to reduce inflammation and
make your skin look younger.

Many people also swear by the effects
of topical vitamin E when it’s applied to
the face overnight.

Vitamin E on face as overnight treat-
ment

Vitamin E oil can be used on your face
as an overnight anti-aging treatment.
Since vitamin E has a thick consisten-
cy, it's best to apply it before bed so
that it can fully absorb.

If applied in the morning, you may
have difficulty putting makeup or se-
rums on top of it.

Typically, you can apply a serum or
oil mixture containing vitamin E as an
all-over treatment on your face. This is
different than using vitamin E to spot-
treat a blemish, using a beauty treat-
ment mask for a brief period of time,
or taking an oral supplement that con-
tains vitamin E.

Applying vitamin E as an anti-aging or
skin-conditioning agent overnight in-
volves letting the product completely
absorb into your skin.

Most  over-the-counter  anti-aging
creams contain between .05 and 1

percent vitamin E as one of their active
ingredients. Look for a product with
a high concentration of vitamin E (al-
pha-tocopherol is often the ingredient
name), or search for pure vitamin E oil.
Here’s how to apply vitamin E oil to
your face as an overnight treatment:

1. Wash your face clean of any makeup
or other skin products. Rinse your face
afterward with lukewarm water, and
pat your skin dry.

2. If you're using pure vitamin E oil,
mix one or two drops of it for every
10 drops of a carrier oil, like jojoba oil,
almond oil, or coconut oil.

3. Apply the mixture or the vitamin
E serum of your choice to your skin
using your fingers. Rub your face in
small circular motions as you apply
the treatment so that you stimulate cir-
culation and spread the product out as
far as it will go.

4. Wait at least 20 minutes after ap-
plication before resting your face on a
pillow or any other surface. This treat-
ment is best repeated once or twice
a week as part of a skin care routine
about 30 minutes before bedtime.
Other vitamin E products for the face
You're probably already getting
enough vitamin E in your diet, but add-
ing more through healthy foods could
help speed up your cell synthesis and
make you feel healthier overall.

Foods that are high in vitamin E include
almonds, blackberries, and avocados.
Vitamin E oral supplements

Vitamin E oral supplements can sup-

port your body’s nutritional needs.

A benefit of vitamin E oral supplements
may be glowing skin that looks young-
er. You can find oral supplements on-
line and in most health food stores.
Daily vitamin E intake for adults
shouldn’t exceed 15 milligramsTrust-
ed Source.

Vitamin E spot treatment products
Some people use topical vitamin E
products as spot treatments for acne
scarring, but research on if they work
is inconclusive.

If you'd like to try it, use pure vitamin
E oil or find a product that

lists a high concentra-

tion of alpha-tocoph-

erol and apply it to the

scarred area. Wait for the

product to absorb fully be-

fore blotting it dry.

Though it may be hard to

apply makeup over an area ———
you have spot-treated with
vitamin E, it may be best
to avoid doing this treatment

overnight. Vitamin E’s consistency
can clog pores, especially in are-

as that are prone to acne.

Vitamin E precautions and
safety

Vitamin E isn’t an effective reme-
dy for everyone. If you experience
frequent breakouts or have pores that
clog easily, applying topical vitamin E
oil could aggravate your symptoms.
Taking oral vitamin E supplements for
a short duration is safe for most peo-

Ve

ple, but taking them for over a year can
cause vitamin E to accumulate inside of
your body. Too much vitamin E in your
bloodstream can result in a reduced

platelet count and

blood thinning.

If you i
take

blood thin-
ners or if you
have a bleed-

ing disorder, speak Wlth your doctor
before starting vitamin E oral supple-
ments.

Deputy Head of Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (ICCIMA) Hossein Selahvarzi has said the Iranian pri-
vate sector is ready to collaborate with United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO) on industrial development and

digitalization of the economy.

Speaking in a meeting with the UNIDO representative in Tehran, Se-
lahvarzi underlined the significance of cooperation between UNIDO
and the Iranian private sector for the industrial development of the
country and the development of small and medium-sized enterpris-
es (SMEs), the ICCIMA portal reported on Tuesday.

Supporting the presence of the Iranian private sector in regional and
global arenas, creating new capacities in value-added production,

developing cooperation, promoting Iran’s position in the export
sector, as well as improving the business environment were some
of the areas that the attendees of the meeting proposed for cooper-
ation between UNIDO and the Iranian private sector.
Addressing the meeting, Selahvarzi noted that the Iranian govern-
ment emphasizes increasing the private sector’s role in the econo-
my and reducing cumbersome regulations to aid economic growth.
In recent years, ICCIMA has also taken great steps to promote the
position of the private sector, and now there is a great opportunity
for cooperation with UNIDO for promoting industrial development
in the country, he said. “We look forward to working with UNIDO on
a variety of areas, including improving the business environment,

RAI'm alks with Russia to supply locomotives for railway fleet

Head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Rail-
ways (known as RAI) has said that his
company is negotiating the purchase of
new locomotives for the country’s railway
fleet with Russia, IRNA reported.

Miad Salehi, who accompanied Trans-
port Minister Rostam Qasemi in his visit
to Moscow in late April, noted that dur-
ing the visit the two sides also held talks
about the completion of Rasht-Astara
railway and the improvement and signa-
ling of Incheh Borun-Garmsar railway.
According to Salehi, during their stay in
Moscow, the Iranian officials met with
Russian Transport Minister Vitaly Savely-
ev and Russian Railways’ Chief Executive
Officer Oleg Belozerov. Iran and Russia
signed a comprehensive agreement to
expand transportation cooperation be-
tween the two countries in late April. The
agreement was signed by Qasemi and his
Russian counterpart Savelyev at the end
of Qasemi’s visit to Moscow.

The Iranian minister, who traveled to

Moscow on top of a high-ranking dele-
gation, discussed various topics includ-
ing the finalization of previously reached
agreements in the field of rail, sea, road,
and air transportation with the Russian
official. Speaking at the meeting, Save-
lyev referred to the expanding relations
between the two countries and expressed
hope that with the signing of this agree-
ment, bilateral cooperation in the field of
transport will be further expanded.
Russia’s transport minister said the
north-south railway corridor could be the
basis for expanding cooperation between
Russia, Iran, Central Asia, and the Cauca-
sus, and that a deal would be needed to
implement the massive project.

He also expressed hope that the two
sides would collaborate in completing
the Rasht-Astara railway project as soon
as possible. Pointing out that his country
views the Islamic Republic of Iran as a
trade and transit hub in the region, Save-
lyev said: “With the completion of Iran’s

railway lines, especially the Rasht-Astara
section, northern Europe will be con-
nected to the Indian subcontinent, and
this will have huge transit revenues for
the countries along the route, including
Iran and Russia.” Qasemi for his part
expressed the Iranian government’s will-
ingness for the expansion of ties with
neighboring countries. “If Iran and Russia
work closely together, U.S. and Western
sanctions against the two countries will
have no effect,” the Iranian minister said.
According to the official developing trans-
portation relations between the two coun-
tries is a prerequisite for the expansion of
trade ties, saying that Iran welcomes any
kind of agreement between the two coun-
tries in the field of transportation.

“Trade exchanges between the two coun-
tries and Russian exports to other coun-
tries through Iran can be the topic of new
agreements and such agreements can
be implemented in the shortest possible
time,” he said.

digitizing the economy, and developing the industry,” the official
stressed. The UNIDO representative in his speech noted that his
organization is ready to study different fields for working in Iran.

“Of course, UNIDO’s agenda is sustainable industrial development

and marketing.

and cooperation with the private sector. There is a lot of potentials
to work on, including supporting the digitalization of the economy
and improving the production chain,” the official said.

“We try to identify the obstacles first and design the program after
identifying the challenges,” he said.

According to the envoy, UNIDO is paying special attention to the
development and support of SMEs on the path toward digitalization

As announced by a provincial official,
70 hectares is planned to be added to
the area under greenhouse cultivation
in Hamedan province each year.
Zaher Pour-Mojahed, the deputy
governor-general of the province for
economic affairs, said, “Given the
situation we have in the field of wa-
ter, we must definitely move towards
optimal water consumption, and the
experts recommend the best program
in drought conditions is greenhouse
cultivation.”

“Part of the employment share of
the province should be in the field of
agriculture, which according to the
slogan of the year, we should use new
technologies and products in the field
of greenhouses”, the official further
stressed.

The motto of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (started on March 21), is
“Knowledge-Based and Job-Creating
Production”.

In recent years, the water crisis has
caused serious challenges in Iran’s
agriculture sector.

To solve this problem, several solu-
tions, including the implementation

0 ectares 0 heedded o greenhouses
P of Hamedan province each year i

of pressurized irrigation project and
greenhouse cultivation, have been
emphasized by experts and officials in
this sector.

Iranian Agriculture Ministry’s Green-
house Development Program is one
of the priority projects of this ministry
which aims at increasing productivity,
efficiency, and water consumption
management in the agriculture sector.
The program was approved in the
Iranian calendar year 1395 (ended on
March 20, 2017) under the framework
of the National Resilient Economy
Plan.

The development of the country’s
agricultural parks and greenhouses
not only is going to create new job
opportunities but also increases the
country’s non-oil exports and helps
preserve the environment and the na-
tional water and soil resources.

As announced by the director of the
Agriculture  Ministry’s  Greenhouse
Development Program, 3,200 hec-
tares of greenhouses is targeted to be
established in the country in the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (started on
March 21).
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