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items used in the refinery are sup-
plied by domestic manufacturers,
Shana reported.

According to Pour-Reza, the refin-
ery supplies its necessary items
from domestic producers and man-
ufacturers in line with the realiza-
tion of the slogan of the previous
year which was “Production: sup-
port and the elimination of obsta-
cles”, which in addition to support-
ing domestic production, has saved
the country a significant amount of
revenue.

The official also noted that his
company has formed a specialized
committee in order to identify ca-
pable knowledge-based companies
and start-ups for cooperation in
meeting the refinery’s technological
needs.

Persian Gulf Bid Boland Gas Refin-
ery in Iran’s southwestern Khouz-
estan Province was officially inau-
gurated by the previous president
Hasan Rouhani in mid-January,
2021.

The refinery, which had previously
started its operation, is aimed at
increasing the production of sweet
gas, reducing the consumption of
petroleum products, production of
propane, butane, and gas conden-
sate, the export of by-products, the
supply of natural gas to urban ar-
eas, and supplying ethane required
by petrochemical units in the re-
gion.

In 2020, Bid Boland Refinery project
was nominated for the International
Project Management Association
(IPMA)’s Global Project Excellence
Award at the energy sector; it was
also awarded as Iran’s top mega
project by the Ninth National Pro-
ject Management Award.

As stated by Pour-Reza, Bid Boland
project is leading in terms of ben-
efiting from domestic capabilities.
It is playing a significant role in
providing feed to the country’s pet-
rochemical plants and completing
their output basket.

Bid Boland has also played a great
part in materializing the old dream
of zero-flaring in the country’s oil
industry, as in mid-October last
year during an official ceremony,
the project to end the gas flaring
was inaugurated at this refinery.
The project to process associated
gas from crude oil production, rath-
er than burn it through flaring, was
a big environmental event.

It was aimed to create value-added,
prevent pollution resulting from gas
flaring and serve public health and
the environment.

Bid Boland Refinery had signed
three deals worth 165 million with
domestic companies for collect-
ing and recovering flare gases of
Rag-Sefid offshore oilfield in early
April 2021.

2022 ACL: Al Duhail

down Sepahan

Al Duhail brushed aside Sepahan
football team 5-2 in the final Group
D match in the 2022 AFC Champions
League at the King Abdullah Sports
City Stadium Tuesday night.
Michael Olunga opened the scoring
for Qatari giants in the 10th minute
but Mohammad Nejadmahdi equal-
ized the match in the 20th minute.
The Nigerian striker completed his
brace in the 35th minute before Ed-
milson Junior making it 3-1 before
the break. Ferjani Sassi scored Al
Duhail’s fourth goal in the 50th min-
ute. With eight minutes remaining,
Sepahan midfielder Soroush Rafiei
pulled a goal back but Junior made
the scoreboard 5-2 in the injury time.
Al Duhail finished their group stage
campaign top of the group on 15
points from five wins and a loss,
while Sepahan stay third and there-
fore are eliminated after picking up
seven points from five games.

As announced by a provin-
cial official, 1.708 million
twenty-foot equivalent units
(TEUs) of goods were load-
ed and unloaded in Shahid
Rajaee port, Iran’s largest
and most-equipped container
port, during the previous Ira-
nian calendar year 1400 (end-
ed on March 20).

Alireza Mohammadi Karajiran,
the director-general of Ports
and Maritime Department of
southern Hormozgan prov-
ince where the port lies, said
that increasing the nominal

SHAHID RAJAEE SPECIAL NOI\HC ZONE'S CG

capacity of the port by five
million tons, and its container
capacity by 500,000 TEUs, as
well as boosting the invest-
ment attraction by 10 trillion
rials (about $37 million) in
this port are among the main
objectives defined for Shahid
Rajaee portin the current year.
As the official has also an-
nounced, 58,992 vessels
entered the ports of Hormoz-
gan province in the past year,
loading and unloading 1.839
million TEUs of commodities.
In the past year, more than 95
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million tons of commodities
were loaded and unloaded in
the ports of province, indicat-
ing 16.7 percent growth year
on year, he added.

Of the mentioned 95 million
tons, 56 million tons were
non-oil goods, and 39 million
tons were oil products, the of-
ficial announced.

Based on the data released
by Transport and Urban De-
velopment Ministry, loading
and unloading of goods in the
ports of Iran rose 17 percent
during the past year.

goods in the country’s ports
reached 152.91 million tons in
the previous Iranian calendar
year, while the figure stood
at 130.69 million tons in the
preceding year.

During the said year, loading
and unloading operations in
the container sector reached
2.1 million twenty-foot equiv-
alent units (TEUs) with a
weight of 24.57 million tons,
which was 13.5 percent more
than the 1.85 million TEUs
in the Iranian calendar year
1399, the report said.

The loading and unloading
of goods during the previous
year also grew by 12.8 per-
cent in the dry bulk sector,
while in the liquid bulk sector
the figure increased by 12.6
percent, in the general cargo
sector rose by 13.1 percent,
and in the petroleum sector
grew by 22.5 percent.

While Iran is combating the
U.S. unilateral sanctions on its
economy, the country’s ports
as the major gates of exports
and imports play a significant
role in this battle. This role
makes all-out support to ports
and more development of
them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the
government to define pro-

measures to encourage in-
vestment making in ports, in
addition, to facilitate loading
and unloading of goods, es-
pecially basic commodities,
there.

It is worth mentioning that
Iran’s Ports and Maritime Or-
ganization (PMO) has defined
a high number of projects
to develop and improve the
country’s ports, as the coun-
try aims to double the capac-
ity of its ports in a course of
five years.

According to Ports and Mari-
time Organization, the capac-
ity of the country’s ports has
increased from 180 million
tons in the lranian calendar
year 1392 (ended in March
2014) to 250 million tons in
1399 (ended in March 2021).
Enjoying the most modern
container terminals and port
equipment, Shahid Rajaee
accounts for 85 percent of the
total loading and unloading at
the Iranian ports.

Given its significant role in the
country’s import and export
of products as well as transit
and transshipment via Iran,
the development of Shahid
Rajaee Port has been among
the most important develop-
ment projects in the country.

BMImks MOU with NIORDC to fund oil storage project

The fishery output of East Azarbaijan
province, in the northwest of Iran, stood
at over 9,000 tons in the past Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on March
20), a provincial official announced.

Mentioning the province’s capacities in
terms of fisheries, Qasem Jafarvand,
the director for fisheries and aquatic
affairs in the province’s Agriculture
Department, said that while over 9,000

tons of warm-water and cold-water
fishes as well as sturgeons were pro-
duced in East Azarbaijan during the
previous year, it is hoped that the out-
put will increase significantly and some
big steps will be taken in this due in the
present year. As stated by an official
with Iran Fisheries Organization (IFO),
production of 714,000 tons of fishery
has been targeted for the current Irani-

Fast Azarbanjan’s annual ﬁshery output stands at over 9,000 tons

The value of export from Fars prov-
ince rose 92 percent in the past Ira-

ficial added.

an calendar year.

Morteza Afrasiabi, the acting head of
the IFO’s fishery development depart-
ment, said that of the mentioned figure,
277,000 tons will be fishes bred in cag-
es and 70,000 tons will be shrimps.
Achieving the targeted 714,000 tons of
fishery requires infrastructure as well
as credits and banking facilities, the of-

Fishery production has increased no-

ticeably in Iran in recent years.
Enjoying high quality,
products were sold easily in the export
markets, and also some new export
destinations welcomed these products
in the past three years; as new markets
including China, South Korea, and the
Eurasian Union nations opened up for

Iran’s fishery

Iranian fishery products.

Alireza Mogqadasi put the country’s
non-oil trade at 162 million tons

nian calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20), from its preceding year, a
provincial official announced.
Hamidreza lzadi, the head of the
province’s Industry, Mining and
Trade Department, said that com-
modities worth about $424 million
were exported from the province in
the past year.

As previously announced by the
head of Islamic Republic of Iran’s
Customs Administration (IRICA), the
value of Iran’s non-oil trade rose 38
percent in the past Iranian calendar
year 1400, as compared to its pre-
vious year.

worth $100 billion in the past year.
He said that Iran exported 122 million
tons of non-oil products worth $48
billion in the previous year, which
was $14 billion (41 percent) more
than the figure for its preceding year.
The country’s non-oil trade record in
1400 was reached while the tough-
est sanctions were imposed on Iran,
but thanks to God and the efforts of
entrepreneurs, producers and the
cooperation of foreign trade-related
organizations, a historical record
was achieved in the past year which
was unprecedented in recent dec-
ades, the official underlined.

BMI Inks MOU with NIﬂI{I]C to fund o1l storage project

SHANA PHOTO »
Nojtaba Monammad‘g’hcn

Bank Meli Iran (BMI) signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) with
the National Iranian Oil Refining and
Distribution Company (NIORDC) on
Tuesday to finance the construction of

SN LG EC z-fa

an oil storage facility in southern Hor-
mozgan Province.

Held in Tehran, the signing ceremony
was attended by senior officials includ-
ing Oil Minister Javad Oji, NIORDC Head

Jalil Salari, and BMI Managing Director
Mohammadreza Farzin, Shana reported.
To become the largest petroleum prod-
ucts storage facility in the country, the
mentioned oil storage facility which is
called Shahid Mahdavi Storage is going
to have the capacity to store 600 million
liters of oil.

Following the construction of Shahid
Soleimani Petro-refinery and Persian
Gulf Mehr Refinery in Hormozgan Prov-
ince and the increase in the output of oil
products in the province, this storage
facility is aimed at increasing the stor-
age capacity of such products in the
region.

According to Salari, increasing the ca-
pacity of the country’s petroleum prod-
ucts storage facilities is being seriously
pursued in line with the development of
refining projects in the country.
Speaking at the signing ceremony, the
official mentioned the positive coopera-

tion with BMI in other projects and said
that so far, the bank has provided nearly
nine billion dollars for NIORDG projects.
Referring to the ways of financing these
projects, Salari said that NIORDC at-
tracts investment for some projects
by awarding them under Build-Oper-
ate-Transfer (BOT) contracts, and for
some projects the company uses gov-
ernment resources.

“We have plans during this year to be
able to sign a memorandum of under-
standing every month to attract financial
resources that have nothing to do with
government resources,” he added.

The official further mentioned the
NIORDC’s underway knowledge-based
projects and noted that several pro-
jects are currently under assessment
and NIORDC will probably sign various
MOQUs in different sectors including
software development and smartening
of operation in the coming months.
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TEDPIX, the main index of Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE), rose
15,526 points to 1.522 million
on Tuesday.

As reported, over 12.608 billion
securities worth 65.2 trillion ri-
als (about $234.5 million) were
traded at the TSE.

TEDPIX gained 58,000 points
(four percent) to 1.512 million in
the past Iranian calendar week
(ended on Friday).

As reported, the indices of
Tehran Qil Refining Company
(TORC), Iran Khodro Invest-
ment Development Company
(IKIDO), Social Security Invest-
ment Company (SSIC), Iran
Khodro Company (IKCO), Saipa
Company, and Isfahan Oil Re-
finery were the mostly followed
ones during the past week.
TEDPIX also rose 145,000
points (10.5 percent) in the past
Iranian month Farvardin, the
first month of the Iranian calen-
dar year (March 21-April 20).

Annual pistachio
exports  exceed
$914m

Iran exported 135,322 tons of
pistachio worth $914,427,826
during the previous lranian cal-
endar year (ended on March 20),
the spokesman of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Adminis-
tration (IRICA) announced.
Rouhollah Latifi said Iran’s pis-
tachio was exported to 75 coun-
tries during the year 1400, ILNA
reported.

According to Latifi, of the total ex-
ported pistachios in the previous
year, 115,557 tons were unpeeled
fresh pistachios, the value of
which was about $696,043,124.
Also, more than 19,336 tons
of dried pistachio worth over
$215.879 million were exported
to foreign destinations in the pre-
vious year.

Germany, with $50 million worth
of imports, India with $44 million,
United Arab Emirates (UAE) with
$29 million, Iraq with $25 million,
and Turkey with $13 million were
the top five export destinations
for dried pistachios.

However, in total, China was the
first export destination for the
Iranian product importing $199
million worth of pistachios, fol-
lowed by India, Russia, Iraq, and
Kyrgyzstan which imported $85
million, $53 million, $50 million,
and $45 million of pistachios, re-
spectively.

The official noted that the coun-
try’s pistachio exports in the pre-
vious year decreased by 33 per-
cent compared to the preceding
year due to drought and damage
to the pistachio crops as well as
the entry of pistachios from other
countries into the world markets.
According to the Director-Gen-
eral of the Iranian Agriculture
Ministry’s Office of Cold and Dry
Climate Fruits Darab Hasani, the
country had exported 203,637
tons of pistachios worth $1.371
billion in the Iranian calendar
year 1399 (ended on March 20,
2021).

In August 2020, Iran’s Trade Pro-
motion Organization (TPO) held
a pistachio export desk meeting
to investigate the challenges and
barriers in the way of the coun-
try’s pistachio exports.
Addressing the meeting, TPQO’s
former Head Hamid Zadboum
put emphasis on the significant
status of pistachio in Iran’s ex-
port basket as the top agricultural
export item and said that a na-
tional view toward removing the
pistachio export barriers should
be adopted.
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Iran-Saudi  talks
will benefit region-

al countries: spox
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Saeed Khatibzadeh has
underlined the importance of
reducing tensions between Iran
and Saudi Arabia, saying that
de-gscalation between the two
countries will benefit the entire
region.

“It is naturally true that the
Iran-Saudi Arabia talks are help-
ing to reduce tensions in the re-
gion. Iran and Saudi Arabia are
two important countries in the
Persian Gulf region and have ef-
fects beyond their own environ-
ment. It is natural that suitable
relations between Tehran and
Riyadh will benefit the two coun-
tries, and the region’s nations as
well as the friendly countries,”
Khatibzadeh said in remarks to
ILNA news agency published on
Tuesday.

He added, “However, there is a
principle in the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
that is that we do not include
any third country in our bilater-
al relations. Our relations with
Lebanon have been pursued in-
dependently of any third factor,
and we believe that the Lebanese
government and the Lebanese
people deserve to have a better
present and future, regardless of
the secondary factors.”

He added, “I do not confirm that
the knot in the Iran-Saudi Arabia
dialogue was the issue of Yem-
en. However, Yemen is one of
the most important issues in our
region today, and it is natural for
Tehran and Riyadh to talk about
regional issues. But from the
first day, the Islamic Republic
of Iran had opposed the issue of
making bilateral talks conditional
on a third issue. It is unlikely that
the Saudi delegation has such an
opinion. There are important and
diverse issues between the two
countries that deserve to be ad-
dressed in bilateral talks.”
About the condition of electricity
in Lebanon, the Foreign Ministry
spokesman said “lran’s private
sector is ready to enter Lebanon
and help supply the country with
electricity.”

He pointed out that the Iranian
public sector is also ready to act
nationally and solve the electric-
ity problem in Lebanon forever.
Khatibzadeh added that while
“our friends in Lebanon have
welcomed the offer” but no prac-
tical action has been made in this
regard.

The fifth round of talks between
Iran and Saudi Arabia was held
on April 21 in Baghdad with the
attendance of Iragi Prime Minis-
ter Mustafa al-Kadhimi. The talks
had been put on hold since Sep-
tember last year.

In its first official position on
the fifth round of talks, Iran has
hailed the talks as “positive” and
“forward-moving.”

“The fifth round of talks be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia in
Baghdad was held last Thursday
with the efforts of the Iraqi gov-
ernment and the preparations
and assistance of the Omani
government, and the talks were
forward-moving and positive,”
Khatibzadeh said.

He made the remarks on Mon-
day morning during a weekly
press briefing.

“The frameworks that had been
pre-planned were thoroughly
discussed in these talks. And the
talks were serious. If they are up-
graded to the political level a bit,
we can rapidly witness serious
progress in various fields within
the framework of the negotia-
tions,” Khatibzadeh explained.
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Can soup be a main meal?

The answer to this question is both yes
and no. Many soups are full of vege-
tables. Although soups along with a
main meal are effective in satiety, they
usually can not cause complete satiety
alone.

Of course, consuming soup with
breads made from wholemeal flour or
by adding cereals such as barley to it,
will increase calories and turn it into
a complete dinner. All in all, it can be
said that eating soup with whole grains
can make it a relatively light main meal.
1. They’re good for you. While some
soups can devastate a diet (cream-
based varieties can be particularly high
in fat and calories), most serve as a
great vehicle to meet your daily quota
for veggies. View soups as an oppor-
tunity to cash in on nature’s bounty
(winter crops, including pumpkin,
butternut squash, carrots and pars-
nips, won’t wilt or get limp when you
cook them). If you have produce that’s
about to pass its prime, tossing them
into a soup recipe can give them new
life. You can even drop frozen vegeta-
bles into boiling broth without com-
promising taste or texture.

2. They're inexpensive and easy to pre-
pare. Soups and stews don’t require a
large amount of hands-on time. In fact,
if you use a slow cooker or a pressure
cooker like the Instant Pot, you can
prepare a savory soup in five minutes
flat, and let the cooker do the rest of
the work. If you amp up the liquid
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Power plants’ overhaul operations to he completed by late May

The overhaul operations of power plants across Iran will be com-
pleted by May 21 and the mentioned power plants will be ready
for the summer peak consumption period, Energy Ministry’s
Spokesman for Electricity Industry Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi said.
According to Rajabi Mashhadi, about 100,000-megawatt capacity
of power plants are currently going through overhaul operations,
the work on 85 percent of which has been completed, IRIB report-
ed. In previous years, it was common for the overhaul operations

to be completed by mid-June but this year due to increased con-
sumption it is necessary to put the power plants back to work
earlier, the official said. In order to ensure the proper operation of
power plants in the peak consumption period, the annual power
plants overhaul program in Iran starts every year in early Septem-
ber. Summer months constitute Iran’s peak demand periods, so
most of the power plant overhaul programs are scheduled to take
place during the autumn, winter, and spring seasons.

and vegetables, you can use smaller
amounts of expensive ingredients,
such as chicken, fish and beef. Then,
make it a meal with whole-grain bread
on the side and a small salad if you
like.

3. They freeze well. Soup and stews
are great if you want to meal prep
lunches or dinners in advance.
Whip up a batch on the
weekend, and you

can stash half in
the freezer to
enjoy later. A
bonus: you'll
have healthy,
homemade
soup at the
ready when
you’re busy,
under the
weather or too
tired to cook.
4. They keep you
hydrated. Dur-
ing the winter chill,
it's not uncommon to
drink less than you need.
But while you may not be hot
and sweaty, you still lose fluid
through daily activities. Since soups
are mostly liquid, they’re a great way to
stay hydrated and full.

5. They give your immune system a
boost. Soups can help you stave off
cold and flu, and they’re a great an-
tidote for times when you are sick,
too! Most soups are loaded with dis-

ease-fighting nutrients. In fact, studies
show that chicken soup in particular
can help prevent the common cold, es-
pecially if you load it up with fresh gar-
lic, onions, celery and carrots. (They
all contain powerful immune-boosting

chemicals.) A bonus: the hot liquid
helps soothe a sore throat.

6. Soup Adds Vitamins and Minerals
.Do you have a souper diet? (See what

we did there?) The answer is probably
“yes” if you're a soup eater. Looking at
the diets of 10,500 Americans, lowa
State University researchers found that
people who ate soup had higher diet
quality scores than people who didn'’t.
Soup eaters had higher intakes of fib-
er, vitamin A, magnesium, iron
and potassium. And over-
all, they got more
servings of veg-
etables  (no-
tably, more
dark greens,
orange veg-
gies and leg-
umes).
7. Soup Is
the Ultimate
Skinny  Food
.Compared
to people who
enjoy soup on
the regular, those
who skip the slurp
are about 40 per-
cent more likely to be
overweight, according to
research published in the
journal PLOS ONE. The differ-
ence in actual body size was some-
what small-a waist circumference
difference of about 1 14 inches-but
we think that’s pretty remarkable con-
sidering participants served up soup
just once a week. Plus, another study
out of Penn State reported that eating
soup before lunch helped people natu-

at More Soup: ) Reasons Why

rally cut 134 calorles out of their entire
meal.

8. You Can Eat More for Fewer Calories
.When you include soup in your meal,
you're likely to eat a larger portion of
food that’s also lower in calories. The
same Penn State study mentioned
above found that people who had soup
before lunch enjoyed about 27 ounces
of food-the soup plus a pasta entree,
for about 820 calories-while those
who didn’t start with soup ate about 15
ounces of just the pasta for about 930
calories. Other research shows that di-
ets rich in foods that fill you up with
fewer calories, like soup, are associat-
ed with a lower risk of developing type
2 diabetes.

9. The Sodium Is Offset by Potassi-
um .Soup is notoriously high in so-
dium-and yes, research shows that
people who eat soup do get more
sodium than those who skip the bowl.
They’re also likely to get more potassi-
um. This is important for heart health
because potassium encourages your
body to excrete sodium. So, while too
much sodium can raise blood pres-
sure, potassium can help bring it back
down. Not all lunches can say that. A
homemade sandwich made with ham,
cheese, tomato and whole wheat bread
has over 800 mg of sodium and only
320 mg of potassium, but a basic veg-
etable soup has about 640 mg of sodi-
um and 718 mg potassium. That's 20
percent of your recommended dose of
potassium for the day!

announced.

The IMIDRO’s data put the country’s annual steel products export at

2.832 million tons in year 1399.

The Iranian Steel industry has been constantly developing over the
past years against all the pressures and obstacles created by outside
forces like the U.S. sanctions and the coronavirus outbreak that has
severely affected the performance of the world’s top producers.

Iran’s crude steel production increased by 11.8 percent in the first two
months of 2022 when the production by the world’s top 64 steelmak-

More than i tons 0f Uommodltles (rad

During the past Iranian calendar week
(ended on Friday), 1.716 million tons
of commodities worth more than $552
million were traded at Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME).

As reported by the IME’s Public Rela-
tions and International Affairs Depart-
ment, the exchange traded on its metals
and minerals trading floor 1.307 million
tons of commodities valued at almost
$270 million.

On this floor, the IME’s customers
purchased 1,089,446 tons of cement,
106,138 tons of steel, 43,425 tons of
aluminum, 22,000 tons of sponge iron,
11,035 tons of zinc, 9,740 tons of cop-
per, 1,000 tons of iron ore, 250 tons of
lead, 150 tons of molybdenum concen-
trate, 24 tons of precious metals con-
centrate and 13 kg of gold bars.
Furthermore, the IME saw trade of
365,743 tons of commodities on both
domestic and export pits of its oil and
petrochemical trading floor valued at

(WSA)’s report.

United States.

Based on the report, Iran produced 5.3 million tons of crude steel
during the mentioned two months.
The country’s crude steel production in February stood at 2.5 million
tons which was also 3.7 percent higher than the same month in 2021.
According to the World Steel Association, similar to the past two
years, Iran has maintained its 10th place among the world’s top steel
producers, after countries like China, India, Japan, and Russia.

more than $256 million.

The exchange’s customers purchased
on this floor 105,000 tons of vacu-
um bottom, 114,161 tons of bitumen,
79,688 tons of polymeric products,
36,257 tons of chemicals, 15,000 tons
of lube cut, 9,450 tons of sulfur, 4,907
tons of base oil, 100 tons of insulation
and 90 tons of argon.Last but not least
was the IME’s side market with 43,103
tons of commodities traded on it.

The IME traded in its physical market
7.231 million tons of commodities with
atotal trading value of more than $2.378
billion during the past Iranian calendar
month Farvardin (ended on April 20),
the first month of Iranian calendar year.
The exchange sold on its oil and petro-
chemical trading floor 1.372 million tons
of commodities valued at almost $985
million.

The IME’s customers purchased on this
floor 412,800 tons of vacuum bottom,
335,276 tons of bitumen, 312,673 tons

ers declined by 5.5 percent, according to the World Steel Association

Iran was ranked first among the world’s top steel producers in terms
of production growth, followed by India, Germany, Russia, and the

ed at IME m a week

of polymeric products, 141,990 tons of
lube cut, 132,265 tons of chemicals,
20,695 tons of sulfur, 14,594 tons of olil,
330 tons of argon, 300 tons of insulation
and 200 tons of slops wax.
Furthermore, the exchange saw trade of
more than 5.748 million tons of com-
modities worth more than $1.342 billion
on its metals and minerals trading floor.
Items traded on this floor included
4,029,000 tons of cement, 1,024,000
tons of steel, 353,000 tons of iron ore,
260,500 tons of sponge iron, 55,400
tons of aluminum, 26,500 of zinc,
28,200 tons of copper, 450 tons of
molybdenum concentrate, 450 tons of
coke, 700 tons of lead, 48 tons of pre-
cious metals concentrate and 49 kg of
gold bars.

Last was the IME’s side market on which
the exchange traded 110,781 tons com-
modities.

As previously reported, the value of
trades at Iran Mercantile Exchange rose
102 percent, and the volume of trades
at the exchange increased 128 percent
in the past Iranian calendar year 1400
(ended on March 20), which was the
highest level of growth in the history of
the exchange since its establishment.
Statistical data show that in the past
year, in addition to new records in the
volume and value of trades of different
products, 10 major records in total val-
ue and physical market trades were reg-
istered. In a way that besides the total
value of trades, the volume and value of
physical market trades, the volume and
value of industrial products and petro-
chemicals trades, the value of oil prod-
ucts trades, and the volume and value of
side market trades all hit records.

Uver 3.4m tons of steel products exported m a year

an exported 3.406 million tons of steel products in the past Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20), Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO) has

Head of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways (known as RAI) Miad Sale-
hi met with Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian on Monday to
discuss issues related to rail transit
through the country.

In this meeting, which was held at
the place of the Foreign Affairs Min-
istry, Amir-Abdollahian was briefed
on the latest developments and
achievements in the field of rail tran-
sit, Mehr News Agency reported.
Salehi pointed to the significant
growth in the transit of goods in
the last six months compared to the
same period last year and stressed
RAI's determination in operating all
facilities to the maximum in order to
boost transit through Iran and realize
the potential capacities of the coun-
try’s rail transport industry.

He also presented a report on the
latest measures taken to build the
missing railway links in the north-
south corridor, including Rasht-As-
tara and Chabahar-Zahedan railways.
Pointing to the importance of tran-
sit in the government’s economic
diplomacy and the policies for in-
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teraction with neighboring coun-
tries, Amir-Abdollahian, for his part,
thanked the RAI head and all those
involved in the country’s railway in-
dustry for their extensive efforts to
improve the country’s transit posi-
tion in the region.

The foreign minister stressed the
continued support of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs for such efforts and
stated that his ministry will follow up
with relevant officials to help resolve
some bottlenecks and shortcomings
in this regard.

During the meeting, the deputy for-
eign minister for economic diploma-
cy and the deputy head of RAI for
railway operations also presented
a report on the activities related to
facilitating rail transit in Sarakhs and
Incheh Borun as well as multimodal
transportation in the northern ports
of the country.

Iran is one of the countries that have
a special status in trade and transit
relations due to its strategic location
and special geography, as the coun-
try is the passage of several impor-
tant international corridors.
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