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In the latest sign of Iran’s determina-
tion to advance its nuclear program,
the Ebrahim Raisi administration
announced that it will soon unveil a
comprehensive document for boost-
ing the country’s nuclear develop-
ment.

The announcement was first made by
Ali Bahadori Jahromi, the spokesman
for the Raisi administration, on Tues-
day and then the chief nuclear official
of Iran provided more details on the
nature of the document in question.
Bahadori Jahromi said, “the Compre-
hensive Strategic Document for Nu-
clear Development” will be unveiled
by President Raisi on Saturday.
Speaking at a press briefing on Tues-
day, the spokesman said, “The com-
prehensive strategic document for the
development of the country’s nuclear
power will be unveiled on the 20th
of Farvardin (April 9) in a ceremony
hosted by the Atomic Energy Organi-
zation and attended by the president.”
Bahador Jahromi stopped short of
giving any further details about the
document. But Mohammad Esla-
mi, the head of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEQI), who is
responsible for preparing the docu-
ment, said it thoroughly addressed
the status of the AEOI and the nuclear
policy of the country.

“We tried to prepare a comprehensive
document for the development of the
organization by forming working
groups consisting of all relevant and
motivated people,” Eslami said of the
document, according to Fars News.
The chief nuclear official added, “This
document has passed the legal ap-
proval process and fortunately, in
the first working days of 1401 [the
Iranian new calendar year], we have a
comprehensive document for this or-
ganization, and God willing, it will be
unveiled on April 9, by the president.”
According to Eslami, the document
includes all aspects of nuclear tech-
nology, the industrialization of Iran
in various sectors, the Leader’s rec-
ommendations, and the spheres that
have not been addressed yet.
Eslami pointed out that, according to
the document, qualitative and quan-
titative targets have been set for the
processes of the nuclear fuel cycle.
As regards nuclear power, the docu-
ment sets the stage for the construc-
tion of power plants with a production
capacity of up to 10,000 MW.

The head of the AEQI also revealed
that his organization is in the process
of building a 360 MW power plant
in Darokhovein in Khuzestan. This
plant, Eslami said, will be constructed
by Iranians only.The new document,
which amounts to a nuclear doctrine,
comes at a time when negotiations
in Vienna over reviving the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal, officially known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), have come to a standstill
due to the Biden administration’s
unwillingness to make political deci-
sions regarding the talks.

It is indicative of Iran’s determination

Iran embraces han on poppy cultivation m Afghamstan

The secretary general of Iran’s
Drug Control Headquarters has
vowed to support any reduction
in poppy cultivation in neighbor-
ing Afghanistan.

Eskandar Momeni made the re-
mark on Tuesday in response to
Afghanistan’s proclamation of a
ban on poppy production.
Momeni stated that Iran will wait
to see if the ban is implemented.
“Based on the UN figures, in the
year 2000 production of nar-

[raq still needs Iranian gas,

cotics in Afghanistan was less
than 200 tons and some 7,000
hectares of land was used to
cultivate poppy. But, with the
presence of the U.S. and NATO
countries and their support, the
production of narcotics surged
50-fold to more than 9,000 tons
in less than two decades,” he
explained. “Americans left great
chaos in Afghanistan. Based on
existing evidence, Americans
and NATO aircraft smuggled

savs [raqi mimister

drugs and fueled the cultiva-
tion [of poppy]. Not only they
backed and promoted the cul-
tivation of poppy, but they also
offered technical and techno-
logical assistance and supplied
high-yielding and improved
seeds that led to the production
of a huge amount of narcotics in
Afghanistan,” Momeni added.

He said that the U.S. utilized nar-
cotics to instill fear in the region,
resulting to the current scenario

in which Afghanistan accounts
for more than 90% of global
opium production, according to
UN and Taliban data.Afghanistan
is the world’s largest grower of
poppies, the source of sap that
is processed into heroin, and its
output and exports have sky-
rocketed in recent years.

The Taliban have issued a direc-
tive prohibiting the production
of opium poppy, in an attempt
to allay foreign worries over
drug control in the war-ravaged
country. “As per the decree of
the supreme leader of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan, all
Afghans are informed that from
now on, cultivation of poppy has
been strictly prohibited across
the country,” the group’s su-
preme leader Haibatullah Akhun-
zada said on Sunday.

The decree was read out by
government spokesman Zabi-
hullah Mujahid at a gathering of
reporters, foreign diplomats and
Taliban officials.

“If anyone violates the decree
the crop will be destroyed im-
mediately and the violator will be
treated according to the sharia
law,” it added.

Iran has been the primary victim
of Afghanistan’s poppy farming.
Over the last four decades, it has
lost almost 4,000 security agents
in the fight against drug dealers.
Traffickers mostly exploit Irani-
an territory as a transit route to
transport opium and heroin to
Europe. The U.S. and NATO have
accused the Taliban of the sharp
rise in the production of drugs in
Afghanistan, a charge refuted by
the Taliban.

Reportedly, during their two
decades in Afghanistan, U.S.
and NATO forces attempted to
reduce poppy growing by pay-
ing farmers to plant other crops
such as wheat or saffron.

Some claim the Taliban, which
controlled the key poppy-grow-
ing districts and made hundreds
of millions of dollars from the
trade, foiled their efforts.Depu-
ty Prime Minister Abdul Salam
Hanafi denied that the Taliban
aided in the growth of poppy
plants during their insurgency.
“How come it was exported all
over the world when they (U.S.-
led forces) had full control over
Afghanistan,” Hanafi said on
Sunday.

[ran FM hlames LS. for pause

In Vienna talks

Irag’s Acting Electricity Minister Adel
Karim has said his country is in need
of gas import from Iran the coming
years, stressing that Baghdad has not
struck a deal with the littoral states of
the Persian Gulf, IRNA reported.

The Iragi minister made the remarks
on a local TV program, promising a
different summer in comparison to
previous summers, saying that his
ministry was going to take all the nec-
essary measures to meet the electrici-
ty demand during the summer.

Karim acknowledged that creating a
power grid connection with Arab lit-
toral states of the Persian Gulf would
be very costly, noting that the Iraqi
government does not accept the pric-
es that such Arab countries propose.
“Iran’s gas is appropriate for Iraq and
its price is acceptable,” he said, add-
ing, “We need Iran’s gas for years.”
The minister also referred to three
agreements with Qatar, Turkey, and
Saudi Arabia, noting that Iraq has not
yet reached any deal with these coun-
tries on energy prices.

Most Iragi power plants depend on
Iran’s gas and energy export.

Irag needs 35,000 megawatts per
annum and the demand for electricity
is expected to increase by 1,500 MW
this year, he went on to say.

Iragi and Iranian oil ministers had
previously discussed the increase in
Iran’s gas export to Iraq as well as the
issue of payback of Baghdad’s debt to
Tehran.

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji met with
his Iragi counterpart lhsan Abdul Jab-
bar on the sidelines of the Gas Export-
ing Countries Forum (GECF) in Doha
in March.

Back in December 2021, Ahmed
Musa, the spokesman for the Iraqi
Ministry of Electricity, had announced
that high-ranking delegations com-
posing of representatives from three
ministries of electricity, treasury, and
oil along with Salem Chalabi, the CEQ
of the Trade Bank of Iraq, were sched-
uled to visit Iran in order to hold talks
on demanding for more gas export to
the neighboring Arab country.

In a tweet posted late on Monday,
Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian said that the United
States is responsible for the current
pause in the ongoing talks in Vienna
to remove the sanctions imposed on
Iran. “If there’s a pause in the Vienna
negotiations, that’s because of exces-
sive demands by the U.S. side.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry will act
forcefully and rationally in line with
the best interests of the Iranian people
and the red lines of the nation.

We will never give in to excessive de-
mands of the U.S. If the White House
acts realistically, a deal is at hand,”
Amir Abdollahian tweeted.

Because of the Biden administration’s
incapacity to make difficult political
decisions, talks in Vienna to resurrect
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal have come
to a halt.

After a week of diplomatic fin-
ger-pointing between Russia and the
West over who is sabotaging the Vi-
enna negotiations, expectations for an
early conclusion have dimmed due to

Biden’s dithering over the last remain-
ing concerns.

Iran appears to have made all of the
difficult decisions required to move
the talks forward. During the negoti-
ations, Iran offered novel answers to
a number of vexing concerns, includ-
ing guarantees and verification pro-
cedures. However, the United States
continued to reject the recommen-
dations while failing to come up with
fresh answers.

In this regard, the spokesman for Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry said on Monday
that the U.S. must make a decision
if it wants to reach an agreement in
Vienna.

“Iran and Iranians cannot be patient
forever. If the United States wants to
reach an agreement, it must make a
political decision as soon as possi-
ble,” Saeed Khatibzadeh asserted.
The spokesman said that the United
States is responsible for bringing the
talks to a halt.

“The solution is in the White House,”
he reiterated.

Over 1,900 tons of
drugs seized in 2
years

Iranian  anti-narcotics police
discovered 1,900 tons of drugs
over the past 2 years, Majid Ka-
rimi, Iran’s anti-narcotics police
chief, has said.

During the past [Iranian calen-
dar] year (March 2021-March
2022), some 2,500 operations
were carried out against drug
traffickers, he added, IRIB re-
ported on Tuesday.

The main threat now is the
spread of psychoactive sub-
stances, and statistics from the
anti-narcotics police reveal that
23 tons of psychedelics were
seized in the country last year,
Karimi said.

In the past year, 10 anti-nar-
cotics police officers were also
martyred in the fight against
drug trafficking, he regretted.
Iran holds the world record for
narcotics confiscation

Iran holds the record for nar-
cotics confiscation in the
world, Eskandar Momeni, the
director of anti-narcotics police
headquarters said in December
2021,

However, great achievements
in the field of countermeasures
have been gained, and the Unit-
ed Nations has officially an-
nounced that 90 percent of opi-
um, 70 percent of morphine,
and 20 percent of world heroin
have been discovered by Iran.
In the lranian calendar year
ended in March 2021, about
1,200 tons of drugs were dis-
covered, which was the highest
rate of discovery in the world,”
he explained.

According to figures released
by the United Nations in 2000,
Afghanistan produced about
200 tons of narcotics, but in
2018, it has grown to 9,500
tons.

In other words, the production
of narcotics has increased fifty
times, which has doubled the
need for prevention efforts, he
highlighted.

Despite the conditions caused
by the coronavirus outbreak
and the imposition of harsh
sanctions against the country,
fortunately, with the efforts of
anti-narcotics police in 2020,
drug detection increased by 41
percent.

to expand its nuclear infrastructure
and knowledge by relying on domes-
tic capabilities. Iran has been trying
to maintain and advance its nuclear
program in the face of Western pres-
sures. Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
has recently shone a light on why
Iran kept its nuclear program despite
pressures. In a speech delivered on
March 10, 2022, the Leader said, “|
could equally mention the sugges-
tion to forego our scientific progress.
Some people say, ‘You must forget
about the nuclear issue because it
has led to so much sensitivity and has
created many problems.” Well, the
nuclear issue is of a scientific nature.”
He added, “It concerns our scientific
and technological progress in the fu-
ture. We will shortly — not far in the
future — be needing the products of
our nuclear energy. We will com-
pletely need it. Then, whom should
we refer to? When must we begin
the process to achieve it? Therefore,
going without these things and show-
ing negligence towards them is not
correct.”

After the Islamic Revolution (in
1979), 3,800 were martyred,
and 12,000 were wounded and
disabled in the fight against
drug trafficking.

The UNODC has praised Iran’s
efforts to fight against narcot-
ics trafficking on the occasion

b,000 MYV o be added to Iran’ power aeneration capacity by late June

dustrial sectors, saying: “four major
industries have started their work in
the field of power plant construction.
Based on the contract concluded
with these industries, the said in-
dustries will not be provided with
electricity from the national grid if
they cannot deliver the power plants of International Day Against
based on the specified schedule.” Drug Abuse and lllicit Traffick-
Over the past decade, constant tem- ing.

perature rising and the significant The organization also official-
decrease in rainfalls across Iran have ly announced that the world’s
put the country in a hard situation first place in the discovery of
regarding electricity supply during opium, heroin, and morphine
peak consumption periods. belongs to Iran.

In this regard, the Energy Ministry According to UNODG, Iran re-
has been following new programs mains one of the major transit
to meet the country’s power demand routes for drug trafficking from
during peak periods and to prevent Afghanistan to European coun-
outages. tries and has had a leading role
Constructing new units in the coun- at the global level in drug-con-
try’s power plants and also build- trol campaigns.

ing new power plants for major in- UNODC World Drug Report
dustries are among the mentioned 2020 estimates that in 2018,
programs that are being pursued 91 percent of world opium, 48
seriously by the ministry in collabo- percent of the world morphine,
ration with other related government and 26 percent of the world
entities. heroin were seized by Iran.

his ministry’s programs in the elec-
tricity sector for the current Iranian
calendar year (started on March
21), saying: “We have important
programs in various fields including
power plant development as well as
demand management and energy
saving.”

Regarding the ministry’s plans to
supply electricity during the summer
peak consumption period, he said:
“We hope this summer will be spent
with minimal issues and interrup-
tions in electricity supply.”

Back in November 2021, Mehrabian
had said that his ministry was plan-
ning to construct and put into opera-
tion 21 new power plant units by the
current year’s summer.

According to Mehrabian, his ministry
is following a comprehensive pro-
gram for adding 30,000 MW to the
country’s power generation capacity
by the end of the current government
incumbency.

He also noted that the construction
of 10,000 MW capacity power plants
had also been started by various in-

Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Akbar
Mehrabian has said the country’s
electricity generation capacity is go-
ing to increase by 6,000 megawatts
(MW) by the end of spring (June 22)
in order to meet the summer’s peak
demand, IRNA reported.

Speaking to the press at the end of
a meeting with the members of the
parliament’s Energy Committee,

Mehrabian noted that 4,500 MW of
the mentioned figure will be provid-
ed through developing the country’s
thermal power plants and another
1,000 MW will also be provided by
implementing overhaul operations,
while the other 500 MW is going to
be supplied by new renewable power
plants.

The official further outlined some of
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10,000 jobs to
open up for wom-
en heads of house-
holds

The Welfare Organization will
create up to 10,000 jobs to em-
power women heads of house-
holds, Mohammad Nasiri, the
deputy head of the organization
for cultural and social affairs,
said on Tuesday.

A total budget of 3 trillion ri-
als (nearly $11.5 million) has
been earmarked for empower-
ing these women with the ap-
proach of home employment,
he explained.

According to the Statistical
Center of Iran, out of twen-
ty-two (22) million families in
Iran, over three (3) million are
WHH and most of them are in
less-developed areas. The Gov-
ernment prioritized such fam-
ilies for targeting socio-eco-
nomic support.

Earlier this month, Zahra Er-
shadi, Iran’s ambassador and
deputy representative to the
United Nations, has said that
Iran has made significant pro-
gress in empowering women,
despite U.S. illegal and inhu-
mane sanctions.

Meanwhile, Ensieh Khazali, the
vice president for women and
family affairs, said in the 66th
session of the Commission
on the Status of Women, that
about 12,000 female heads of
households underwent em-
powerment training and en-
tered the traditional and virtual
market.

Also, more than 1.1 million
women heads of households
are covered by the Relief Com-
mittee and more than 300,000
are covered by the Welfare
Organization, benefiting from
special support such as facili-
ties, insurance, and livelihood
services.

Some 8,000 in-
mates of involun-
tary crimes freed
in year

A total of 7,956 prisoners of
unintentional  crimes  have
been released over the past
[Iranian calendar] year (March
2021-March 2022), according
to the head of the Blood Mon-
ey Organization.

Freeing prisoners of involun-
tary crimes is done in three
ways. The first way is granting
prisoners leave and the sec-
ond way is providing a number
of them with loans to be paid
inside the prison.

The third way of assistance
is the release of unintentional
convicts by paying their debt.
Of the total released prisoners,
345 were female convicts and
the rest were male debtors
who were incarcerated due to
inability to pay financial debts
or inability to pay dues (work-
shop accidents and traffic
accidents), Asadollah Joulaei
said.

The prisoners had a sum of 34
trillion rials (nearly $130 mil-
lion) in debt, and 45 percent of
this amount has been forgiven
by the plaintiffs, he said.
Isfahan’s benefactors released
the highest number of inmates
amounting to 725 convicts,
IRIB reported on Tuesday.
Since 1990, more than
150,000 unintentional crime
doers who had debts have
been freed. Currently, there
are 10,680 prisoners of unin-
tentional crimes in the coun-
try, of whom 4,673 are eligible
for assistance.

Source:

Rarely do brilliant ideas appear out
of the blue. In his new book How to
Have Great Ideas: A Guide to Creative
Thinking (Laurence King, 2016), John
Ingledew—a photographer and vis-
iting professor at the London School
of Film, Media, and Design at the Uni-
versity of West London—shares 53
strategies to help readers on their next
breakthrough. We’ve reprinted 10 of
our favorites below.

1. Ask “What Else Can | Do With
This?”

We see most things—objects, build-
ings, spaces, materials, technology,
and systems—through the lens of
habit and familiarity. We take them for
granted, overlooking numerous other
possibilities. Combat the mind’s ten-
dency to assume that something can
only function in a familiar way. Asking
yourself “What else can | do with this?”
will lead to new discoveries and ideas.
Project: Turn rubbish into gold—take
all the junk mail that comes through
your letter box and turn it into some-
thing of great value. What else can you
do with a newspaper?

2. Take Notice

“Creative people are expert noticers,”
observed science professor Guy Clax-
ton. They have highly developed abili-
ties in visual foraging—spotting, gath-
ering, and utilizing things that most
others overlook. Having an active rath-
er than idle curiosity about the world
around you reveals ideas. Be nosy, be
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Interior Minister Ahmad
Vahidi (middle), accompa-
nied by other officials, paid
a visit to the national train
project site in Tehran on
Monday. The project has

National train project underway

increased the previously
25 to 30 percent share of
domestic companies in
designing, manufacturing,
and supplying subway
train parts to 85 percent.

“eyesy.”

Project: Spot and collect the faces, an-
imals, letterforms, and numbers that
are accidentally created by wear, repair,
time, decay, spillage, breakage, update,
replacement, light, shadow, rain, or
snow. Some of these things only re-
veal themselves when you look at them
sideways, upside down, or in reverse.
3. Keep it Simple

Problems are often obscured by an
overload of information. Clarify and
isolate the challenge you face by
spending time understanding and de-
fining the problem. Can you simplify it
down to 10 words, 5 words, or even 3?
Project: Writer Ernest Hemingway fa-
mously laid down a challenge to write
a story in six words. Try it, or update
this to a Twitter challenge and write an
entire story in just 140 characters.

4. Embrace Absurdity

Absurdity is at the heart of some of
the most creative ideas of the 19th
and 20th centuries. Lewis Carroll and
Edward Lear used absurdity in story-
telling; the Marx Brothers, Spike Milli-
gan, and Monty Python exploited it as
a source of comedy; Samuel Beckett
used it for drama; Frank Zappa for mu-
sic; Elsa Schiaparelli in fashion design;
and the dadaists and surrealists used it
to make art.

Project: Using the visual language of
signage systems, create absurd signs
that confound viewers, provoking

thought or laughter.

5. Try Swapping Systems

Applying a ready-made, successful,
tried and trusted existing system from
one area of practice to another can lead
to great innovation.

Inventor Owen Maclaren created the
first collapsible baby buggy by utilizing
the system designed for the folding
undercarriages of Spitfire planes from
World War II. James Dyson used cy-
clone systems used to suck up saw-
dust in sawmills and applied them to
the home vacuum. Both revolutionized
previously entrenched designs. If you
find a current system disappointing or
inadequate, try borrowing one from an-
other field.

Project: Take the quick-change sys-
tems of theater scenery and apply them
to rethink your living or work space.

6. Reposition

The act of altering how something is
viewed can reveal new possibilities and
ideas. This can be achieved by seeking
every possible viewpoint and shifting
context—by taking things from their
usual home and placing them some-
where completely different.

Boxes of wire scrubbing pads and cans
of soup are familiar items in a super-
market. There are unmade beds in
every teenager’s bedroom, and dead
cows and sheep can be found in the
back of every butcher’s shop. But put
them in an art gallery and they are big
news. Nearly 100 years ago, Marcel

ervisesTo el reaive Thinking

Duchamp was the first artist to realize
that such repositioning could have an
impact when his submission to an art
exhibition of a porcelain urinal laid flat
on its back cause an enormous scan-
dal.

Project: Make the unremarkable re-
markable—go to a building materials
store and find an inexpensive object
that, through repositioning in the
home, finds a surprising new purpose.
7. Try Translating

Ideas are greatly stimulated by the
process of transformation. Converting
things from one form or medium into
another can guide thoughts in totally
new and exciting directions. One idea
leads to another—and then you’re off
on the ideas trail.

The Russian artist Wassily Kandinsky
translated classical music into abstract
paintings, selecting different colors to
signify the varying emotions the music
provoked. He also invented a machine
that translated musical sounds into in-
structions for paintings.

Project: Translate the following words
into typography—Ilazy, happy, loud,
soft.

8. Just Improvise

Improvisation is against-the-odds cre-
ativity. It is a way of thinking and act-
ing that can lead to solutions in hugely
challenging situations, such as when
people find themselves imprisoned,
cast away, stranded, besieged, trapped,
fenced in, lost at sea, capsized, or ship-

By:
wrecked.
Project: The “design miles” chal-
lenge—the “food miles” initiative

questioned the vast distances food had
travelled from its point of production to
the dinner table. The campaign advo-
cated choosing local produce, which,
having travelled the least distance, de-
pleted fewer of the world’s resources.
The “design miles” challenge is similar.
Only use what is very close at hand.
Challenge yourself to solve problems
using only what is in your pockets, on
the table, freely available, left over from
another job, or only what is within a
very short distance.

9. Understand Your Process

To have ideas quickly and repeatedly,
it's vital to understand which condi-
tions make you personally most cre-
atively productive. Russian composer
Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky reflected: “If
we wait for the mood, without endeav-
oring to meet it halfway, we easily be-
come indolent and apathetic.”

Project: Discover the creative process
of your ideas’ heroines and heroes.
Some are wonderfully eccentric. Ger-
man poet Friedrich Schiller found he
worked best to the smell of rotting
apples.

10. Make it Personal

Use things from your own life and ex-
perience to spark ideas—things you
know about yourself or your family,
and things from your background.

(ovt. approves new resolution to factlitate foreign mvestment

The Iranian government has approved a new resolution to facilitate
foreign investment in the country, IRIB reported on Tuesday quoting
an official with the Investment and Economic and Technical Assis-

tance Organization of Iran (OIETAI).

According to Abolfazl Koudei, following the suggestion made by the
Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs, the cabinet has approved
a new resolution, based on which the amount of deposit required
to grant a five-year residence to foreign nationals has been reduced
from 250,000 in the previous decree to 90,000 euros.

Koudei noted that the main purpose of this decision is to encourage
investors from other countries, especially from neighboring coun-

tries, to invest in Iran.
The director-general for OIETAI's foreign investment office noted that
based on the new resolution, the main investor party along with the
enterprises’ managers and experts, as well as his/her spouse, male
children under 18 years of age, female children, and dependent par-
ents will also benefit from the mentioned conditions.
Last December, Head of Iran’s Planning and Budget Organization
(PBO) Masoud Mirkazemi had said that the government was planning
to remove the barriers in the way of attracting foreign investment.

Stressing the need for the attraction of domestic and foreign invest-
ment to achieve a targeted eight-percent economic growth, Mirka-

Over SI86m to be allocated for agricultural mechanization this vear

The head of Iran’s Agricultural Mech-
anization Development Center said
some 50 trillion rials (over $186.7
million) is going to be allocated for
the mechanization of the country’s
agricultural sectors in the current
Iranian calendar year 1401 (started
on March 21), IRIB reported.
According to Kambiz Abbasi, if the
mentioned funding is provided the
Agricultural Mechanization Develop-
ment Center will be able to increase
the total amount of facilities provided
to farmers for the purchase of agri-
cultural machinery by 25 percent.
The official noted that the govern-
ment had allocated 40 ftrillion rials
(about $148.8 million) for agricul-
tural mechanization in the previous
calendar year.

The mentioned funding was used to

supply about 30,000 tractors, 800
combine machine harvesters, and
about 50,000 different agricultural
machines and equipment used in
various sectors like horticulture, live-
stock, poultry, and aquaculture to the
country’s farmers.

The official further noted that farm-
ers across the country are going to
need 50,000 tractors in the current
year.

According to Abbasi, the mentioned
funds were injected into the ninth
credit line that has been opened so
far for the development of the coun-
try’s agricultural mechanization, and
the new resources will be injected
into the 10th credit line that is going
to be opened this year.

[ranian Agriculture Ministry has been
allocating a separate credit line for

the mechanization of the agriculture
sector every year.

Since over 95 percent of the tech-
nology and knowledge in this area is
domestic, despite the U.S. sanctions
most of the goals in the mechaniza-
tion of various agriculture sectors
will be achieved without any prob-
lems, according to Abbasi.

In the past forty years, since the Is-
lamic Revolution, Iran has witnessed
a remarkable improvement in various
sectors and the agriculture industry
has been one of the areas in which
the country has undergone huge de-
velopment.

Implementing billions of dollars
worth of development, research,
and educational projects across the
country is an indication of the signif-
icant improvements in this sector.

zemi said: “barriers to attracting foreign investment will be removed.”

Back in November 2021, Iranian Finance and Economic Affairs Minis-
ter Ehsan Khandouzi had also announced the government Economic
Coordination Headquarters’ approval of a roadmap proposed by his
ministry for economic development which includes the facilitation of

foreign investment in the country.

According to Khandouzi, following this roadmap, the government will
help increase productivity and improve the business environment
through two categories of measures. First, removing barriers to pro-
duction, and secondly providing support for pioneering projects by
facilitating financing procedures like a foreign investment.

Iran's annual exports 0 Afghamstan exoeed $I $h

Iran exported 4.187 million tons of
commodities worth $1.839 billion to
Afghanistan in the previous lranian
calendar year (ended on March 20) to
register a 20-percent decline in terms
of value compared to the preceding
year, ILNA reported.

The weight of the exported goods also
decreased by 40 percent year on year,
according to the Spokesman of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Ad-
ministration (IRICA) Rohollah Latifi.
The official noted that the Islamic Re-
public imported only 17,000 tons of
goods valued at $19.5 million from
the country in the previous year, how-
ever, the imports increased by 360
percent and 200 percent in terms of
value and weight compared to the fig-
ures for the preceding year 1399.
Regarding the reasons for the de-
crease in exports to Afghanistan,
Latifi said: “The decrease in exports
was normal given the situation in
Afghanistan last year. The first point
is that for several months we have
witnessed crises in this country and
the exporters were faced with ambi-
guities and concerns about sending
their goods to different destinations

i Aahanisian.” "

On the other hand, there was a change
of government in Afghanistan, which
led to a change in the rules and trade
regulations in this country, he added.
“Another important point was that
many projects that were being imple-
mented in the country by the former
government or international agencies
were stopped or changed, and as a re-
sult, there were interruptions in their
implementation, or some projects
were basically shut down, so con-
sumption of construction materials in
this country decreased, and naturally
in these conditions, the export of con-
struction materials also decreased,”
Latifi said.

He further stressed that stability and
security in Afghanistan will definitely
be in the interest of all neighboring
countries and the region, especially
Iran, adding: “Recently, at the Afghan-
istan Neighbors Summit in China, the
attending countries discussed the
issue of security and economic pros-
perity in this country, and if the issues
raised in this meeting are implement-
ed, Afghanistan will return to the past
economic prosperity and in this case,
the reduction of Iranian exports to this
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